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MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT
 
Dear friends, 
 
I have just completed my fourth year as the new
President and CEO of the Middle Michigan
Development Corporation and am very pleased to
present our July 2019 newsletter! 
 
We continue to see the companies in our area
expand, but finding qualified talent for our
companies has continued to be a major challenge.
This fall, we will be hosting the second regional
Coming Home event in coordination with the Great
Lakes Bay Region at Mountain Town Station on
October 11th. This event is designed to attract young
talent back to our area. We also will be once again
promoting the Going Pro talent grant program
designed to help area companies looking to upgrade
the skills of their current employees. 
 
Our dynamic MMDC Team includes Pam O’Laughlin,
our Clare Director; Kati Mora, our Executive
Director of Marketing and Communications; Teri
Rau, my Executive Assistant; and our newcomer
Brian Roberts, our Rural Specialist/Field
Coordinator. I really am fortunate to have such an
excellent dynamic team. We are looking forward to
an outstanding second half of 2019!
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James McBryde
P R E S I D E N T  A N D  C E O  

Key Metrics  
Company Visits:      81
 
Company Assists:   127
 
New Hires:               99
 
Total Investments: $2,517,500



SITE EXPERTS MAKE VISIT TO THE MOUNT
PLEASANT SMARTZONE DISTRICT 
Olssen Associates, a nationally-recognized
engineering and design firm with a rich history of
success, along with the MEDC visited the Mount
Pleasant SmartZone District to assess its site
readiness status and provide state-of-the art
marketing assistance. The Mount Pleasant
SmartZone was one of only seven sites across the
state selected for review this spring. 
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Industrial and Redevelopment Ready Sites

REDEVELOPMENT READY SITES (RRSITES)
NOW HIGHLIGHTED ON MMDC REAL ESTATE
WEBSITE
The MMDC Real Estate website continues to be a
resource utilized by developers and site selectors
interested in available sites and properties in the region.
To continue to meet the needs of our businesses and
partners, Redevelopment Ready Sites (RRSites) are now
highlighted on our primary navigation menu.

This year the City of Mt. Pleasant became the first
community in Prosperity Region 5 to become certified
as a Redevelopment Ready Community, and the
31st community in the state to receive certification. This
process typically takes years to complete requiring
communities to develop best practices to attract and
retain businesses while also ensuring communities are
ready for both redevelopment and new development 
opportunities.

CITY OF MT. PLEASANT RECEIVES
REDEVELOPMENT READY COMMUNITY
CERTIFICATION

Read More

Visit Website

MMDC’s Jim McBryde with City of Mt.
Pleasant officials, City of Mt. Pleasant
commissioners, state lawmakers and
MEDC staff.

https://mmdcre.org/
https://mmdcre.org/
https://mmdcblog.org/the-city-of-mt-pleasant-receives-redevelopment-ready-community-certification/
https://mmdcblog.org/the-city-of-mt-pleasant-receives-redevelopment-ready-community-certification/
https://mmdcre.org/
https://mmdcblog.org/the-city-of-mt-pleasant-receives-redevelopment-ready-community-certification/
https://mmdcblog.org/the-city-of-mt-pleasant-receives-redevelopment-ready-community-certification/
https://mmdcre.org/


AMERICAN MITSUBA RECEIVES BUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT GRANT FROM MEDC FOR
EXPANSION
In our 2018 annual report we highlighted the fact that
American Mitsuba would be receiving a Business
Development Grant from the MEDC this year in
support of a business expansion project that would
result in up to 45 new jobs and $13 million of new
investment to their Mt. Pleasant facility. American
Mitsuba is currently reconfiguring their shop floor in
preparation for the expansion with a groundbreaking
to occur later this year.
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Manufacturing and Industrial Improvements

Northern Dry Bulk, a family-owned operation, has shown continual growth since its
launch in 1994. This year the company has decided to expand its footprint in the Clare
South Industrial Park by adding a 24,800 square foot building that will accommodate
12,400 square feet of warehouse space, several truck maintenance bays and their main
corporate office. This expansion will create two additional diesel mechanic jobs and
retain 14 existing jobs within the Clare area.

NORTHERN DRY BULK PLANS EXPANSION

Read Our 2018 Annual Report

Pictured from left to right: David
Stevens, American Mitsuba Corporation
Senior Vice President; Jeff Jaques,
American Mitsuba Corporation Plant
Manager; President Kimura, CEO/COO
of American Mitsuba Corporation; Jim
McBryde, President/CEO of MMDC;
Will Joseph, Mayor of Mt. Pleasant

https://mmdc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/MMDC-2018-Annual-Report-FINAL-DRAFT-3.pdf
https://mmdcblog.org/the-city-of-mt-pleasant-receives-redevelopment-ready-community-certification/
https://mmdc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/MMDC-2018-Annual-Report-FINAL-DRAFT-3.pdf


KONWINSKI CABINETS ADDS STATE OF THE ART
EQUIPMENT

Located in the Mt. Pleasant Industrial Park South,
Konwinski Cabinets made modifications to their shop
floor this year to make room for two new pieces of
state-of-the-art equipment including a CNC
(Computer Numerically Controlled Machine) and an
Edge Bander. These additions required updates to
their facility’s air handling and electrical capacity,
resulting in over $250,000 in capital investment. The
new equipment has supported a positive and efficient
experience on the shop floor and has allowed for
even more custom work to take place on a regular
basis.
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Manufacturing and Industrial Improvements

Bill's Custom Fab, a full service fabrication shop
located in the Mt. Pleasant Industrial Park South, has
taken initial steps to pursue federal contracting
opportunities. MMDC, along with the Saginaw
Procurement Technical Assistance Center (PTAC),
has worked closely with Melissa Quakenbush, Project
Administrator for Bill's Custom Fab, to create a plan
of action that uniquely meets the needs of the
company so that the process can be replicated in the
future.

BILL'S CUSTOM FAB TO PURSUE FEDERAL
CONTRACTING OPPORTUNITIES

Read More

Rich Robinson, long-time Konwinski
Cabinets employee, standing in front of
the newly installed CNC machine

https://mmdcblog.org/konwinski-cabinets-adds-state-of-the-art-equipment/
https://mmdcblog.org/konwinski-cabinets-adds-state-of-the-art-equipment/
https://mmdcblog.org/konwinski-cabinets-adds-state-of-the-art-equipment/
https://mmdcblog.org/konwinski-cabinets-adds-state-of-the-art-equipment/


THE DOHERTY HOTEL TO UNDERGO A 
$6.2 MILLION RENOVATION
The historic Doherty Hotel in downtown Clare is set
to undergo a $6.2 million renovation. The project will
focus on making improvements to all of the original
rooms in the hotel and restoring the facade to its
original design. The MEDC, MMDC and Spence
Brothers of Saginaw have worked with the City of
Clare for the past year to make this project a reality.
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Community Development

EMPTY BUILDING TOUR SHOWCASES FUTURE
DEVELOPEMENT OPPORTUNITIES IN
DOWNTOWN HARRISON
MMDC partnered up with the City of Harrison and
the Harrison City Market for an empty building tour
to showcase the possibilities of current vacant
buildings in downtown Harrison. The tour was
marketed towards investors, developers and business
owners who may have interest in locating a business
in the area. MMDC hopes to host other similar events
in both Clare and Isabella counties. 

MMDC is continuing to work collaboratively with the
City of Mt. Pleasant, the MEDC and Michigan
Community Capital to bring development to life at
the 410 West Broadway property site. Currently,
Michigan Community Capital is working to secure
enough funding to develop a four story, 50,000
square foot building that would feature GreenTree
Cooperative Grocery on the first floor and 48
apartments on the three upper stories. 

THE 410 WEST BROADWAY PROJECT
CONTINUES TO MAKE PROGRESS

photo credit: Michigan Community
Capital
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Community Development

PACE CENTRAL MICHIGAN
CELEBRATES ITS GRAND OPENING
PACE Central Michigan, a community-based senior
healthcare program that promotes independent
living for seniors, recently celebrated its grand
opening with MMDC President and CEO Jim McBryde
in attendance. 
 
MMDC worked closely with the PACE Central
Michigan team to identify a location within the
region that best met the companies needs. PACE
Central Michigan is located at 1750 E. Bellows St., Mt.
Pleasant, MI 48858. 

PACE Central Michigan greatly appreciates the assistance
provided by the Middle Michigan Development Corporation
(MMDC) in the site identification process for its new facility
in Mt. Pleasant. We are now serving frail seniors from
Isabella, Clare and portions of 12 others counties from across
central Michigan. The sponsors of PACE Central Michigan,
the  Michigan Masonic Home and Presbyterian Villages of
Michigan, are grateful to MMDC and its President and CEO
Jim McBryde for the support in bringing this important new
community-based senior healthcare program to the area.

-Mike Logan, CEO of the Michigan Masonic Home and Roger Myers, CEO of
Presbyterian Villages of Michigan 

Featured left to right: Mike Logan, CEO of the
Michigan Masonic Home; Daire Rendon, State
Representative; Roger Hauck, State
Representative; Jim McBryde, CEO and President
of MMDC; Tim McIntyre, Executive Director of
PACE Central Michigan; Roger Myers, CEO of
Presbyterian Villages of Michigan 



MMDC TO HOST REGIONAL COMING HOME
TALENT INITIATIVE 
In its second year, the Discover Great Lakes Bay
talent initiative is underway and will culminate with a
talent recruitment event on October 11th in
downtown Mt. Pleasant. The talent initiative was
initiated in 2018 to recruit young professionals with
ties to the eight county region back to the area.
Employers interested in participating can register
online.
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Local Talent Initiatives

MICAREERQUEST MIDDLE MICHIGAN SECURES
OVER 10,000 STUDENTS FOR FALL EVENT
MiCareerQuest Middle Michigan, an event scheduled for
October 30th of this year with over 10,000 students
already registered to attend, is an event unlike any other
career or college readiness event. With interactive and
hands-on stations, students can learn about a variety of
careers in fun and exploratory ways. 

MMDC has a long history of participating in the New
Venture Competition that takes place on CMU's campus
each year. The event highlights student-led start-ups
and awards funding to the top business ideas presented.
This year, MMDC, provided a $2000 award to support a
start-up committed to staying within the Middle
Michigan region. This year's winning business was
Ignite Donuts, a company MMDC and Cops &
Doughnuts continues to work with a support. 

MMDC SUPPORTS ITS FIRST STUDENT-LED
VENTURE, IGNITE DONUTS

Register Online

Learn More

http://discovergreatlakesbay.com/company-registration/
https://www.micareerquest.org/
https://www.micareerquest.org/
https://www.micareerquest.org/
https://www.micareerquest.org/
http://discovergreatlakesbay.com/company-registration/
http://discovergreatlakesbay.com/company-registration/
https://www.micareerquest.org/


MMDC RECEIVES FUNDING TO EXPAND RURAL
REDEVELOPMENT READY SITE TOOLKIT

After successful completion of our Redevelopment
Ready Site Toolkit, made possible through a grant
received through the Eastern Michigan Council of
Governments (EMCOG) in 2018, MMDC was approached
by EMCOG to leverage our resources to expand the
toolkit in 2019 with resources for Redevelopment Ready
Site preparation. MMDC has received a $25,000 grant in
order to work with five different communities across the
EMCOG region to identify and highlight redevelopment
ready sites in preparation for Redevelopment Ready
Community approval in coordination with the MEDC.
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MMDC at Work

MMDC PARTNERS WITH LOCALINTEL TO OFFER
BUSINESS AND INVESTMENT ASSISTANT
RESOURCES ONLINE
Whether companies are looking to locate here or for
up-to-date information on the Middle Michigan
region, MMDC has partnered with LocalIntel to offer a
dashboard on the MMDC website that specifically
highlights important demographic data for both Clare
and Isabella counties.

With both Consumers Energy and DTE establishing
renewable energy goals and initiatives, ensuring
Middle Michigan companies have the information
they need to make informed decisions was important
to our team. In February, we held a Renewable
Energy Summit in Clare County to bring together top
experts in the industry to share insights. 

MMDC HOSTS SUCCESSFUL RENEWABLE
ENERGY SUMMIT 

Learn More

https://mmdc.org/business-and-investment-assistant-2/
https://mmdc.org/business-and-investment-assistant-2/


COMPANY
RESOURCES
MMDC has access to many resources that can benefit your company. From funding
opportunities to consulting services with our partner organizations, there are many ways
we can help your business thrive. 
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TALENT RECRUITMENT AND INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

Both Central Michigan University and Mid Michigan College work with students to identify
job and internship opportunities.  Discover ways you can get involved by connecting with
each school's career center teams. 

CMU Career Center Mid Career Center

FEDERAL CONTRACTING, CYBERSECURITY AND ADDITIVE MANUFACTURING
OPPORTUNITIES
Whether you're looking for ways to expand your business through federal contracting or
to expand your knowledge on cybersecurity or additive manufacturing options, our
office is here to help you discover out-of-the-box ways to expand and enhance your
operations. 
 
Brian Roberts, MMDC's Rural Specialist/Field Coordinator, who  joined the MMDC team
earlier this year is working closely with companies in Clare and Isabella counties along
with our sister economic development organizations in Arenac, Gladwin and Gratiot
counties to coordinate efforts with the Region 5 PTAC office in order to support
businesses interested in pursuing opportunities in the Defense and Homeland Security
industry sectors. Additionally, Brian has been assisting businesses explore next steps
when it comes to additive manufacturing options and 
cybersecurity safeguards. Contact Brian

https://www.cmich.edu/ess/careers/Pages/Default.aspx
https://www.midmich.edu/student-resources/career-center
https://www.cmich.edu/ess/careers/Pages/Default.aspx
https://www.midmich.edu/student-resources/career-center
http://mmdc.org/
http://mmdc.org/


UPCOMING 
EVENTS
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August 28th, 2019: Coming Home Event
Employer Training
 
September 25th, 2019: Cybersecurity
Summit
 
October 11th, 2019: Coming Home 
Networking Mixer
 
October 15, 2019: MMDC Quarterly 
Breakfast
 
October 30, 2019: MiCareer Quest 
 
 

Are you interested in
attending any of
these events? 
 
Contact our office at
989-772-2858 for
more information on
how your company or
organization can be
involved. 

http://mmdc.org/
http://mmdc.org/


Our team appreciates
your support

Our newest clients and sponsors: 
Growing the economy with services designed to retain,
expand and attract businesses in Clare and Isabella
counties. 
 
Middle Michigan Development Corporation
200 East Broadway Street
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
989-772-2858
mmdc.org 

Our Mission: 


