St. Margaret Mary Parish
February 16, 2020

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

1450 Green Trails Dr.
Masses:
Saturday:
Sunday:

5:00 pm
8 am

10 am

12 pm

Weekdays Monday-Saturday 8:15 am

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday
9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Parish Office:
630-369-0777
Fax:
630-369-1493
Religious Ed. Office:
630- 369-0833

All Saints Catholic
Academy:
1155 Aurora Ave.
Naperville, IL 60540
630.961-6125 or
www.ascacademy.org

New Parishioners:
Anyone who welcomes you, welcomes me;
and those who welcome me welcome the one
who sent me.: (Mt 10:40)
St. Margaret Mary Parish wishes to welcome
everyone to our community as Jesus would.
For information, please call the parish office.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Confessions every Saturday from 3:30 to 4:30
PM or anytime by request.

Sacrament of Baptism:
Sundays following the 12:00 Mass, except
holidays. Please call Parish Office to make
arrangements for Baptism and required
Preparation Meeting.

Sacrament of Marriage:
Six months preparation required. Parish music
policies, which reflect Diocesan guidelines, are
to be followed.
Sick, Homebound, Hospital Visits:
Contact the Parish Office if you would like
Communion, if you need someone from
SMMP to visit you in the hospital, or if we can
help you in any other way. Privacy policies do
not permit the hospital to contact us directly.

Naperville, IL 60540

630-369-0777

www.smmp.com

Priscilla Arrieta
Elaine Badelt
Judea Beckett
Arlene Bennett
Edward Bojan
Blake Burton
Patrick Cameron
Kathleen Carey
Lori Cross
Justin Dellarose
Murlene Dolley
Ben & April Espinos
Michael Facchinello
Mary Fisher
Jo Ellen Furlong
Jim Gardner
William Garrett
Eileen Hensel
John Hill
Kay Hill
Kevin Hill
Fr. George Hurley
Kate Kirchner

God’s Share
Weekly Mass Offerings:
Automated Giving:
Stock/RMD/Tea Donations
Totals:
Budget Goal
Over/(Under) Goal

Bill Koloseike
Emma Martinez
Josie Martinez
Joseph Mathy
Donal McGoldrick
Maxine Messere
Dr. Edward Michl
Collette Miller
Linda Palulis
Russell Rasche
Patrick Rockowitz
Allen Rogers
John P. Rossi
David Schuberg
A. Schuman
Mary Sheehan
Greyson Stanley
Elizabeth Stock
Jim Tamburrino
Roy Taylor
Jim Topolewski
Joan Vinkler
Marion Warner
Bob Whipple
Ray Young
Barb Zdon

Weekly Collection
02/09/2020

Your gift to the
CMAA makes a
difference
The opening report for the 2020
Catholic Ministries Annual
Appeal (CMAA) in today’s
bulletin illustrates how the 30
ministries supported through our
annual appeal truly exemplify this
year’s theme, Be Kind and
Merciful. These ministries allow
the diocese to serve our most
vulnerable brothers and sisters
and assist parishes, including
ours.
Our parish’s goal for the 2020
CMAA is $120,000, with 70
percent of the amount we raise
over this goal returned to us for
our needs. Please prayerfully
reflect on your gift to this year’s
CMAA and make a commitment
next week during our CMAA
Commitment/InPew Weekend.
Thank you for considering the
most generous pledge possible
to this year’s annual appeal.

Year to Date
7/1/2019 to
Present

$ 12,781
8,293
0
21,074
29,419
(8,345)

$533,850
247,927
25,950
807,727
827,616
(19,890)
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St. Margaret Mary recently
received a rebate check of
$5,247.90, from the 2019
Catholic Ministries Annual
Appeal. Our parish had a goal of
$121,200, and our parishioners
donated a total of $128,697.
Because we exceeded our goal,
St. Margaret Mary received this
rebate, which represents 70% of
the amount received over the
goal. Our parish, and the
Diocese of Joliet, are most
grateful for your generosity.
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Our parish theme and calling in

God’s Word To Us

Pro-Life
Movie Night

Reflection on Lectionary Readings

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time, February 16, 2020

Raising the Bar
It seems to be part of our human nature to find a place, a set of
behaviors, a way of living that is comfortable for us, and then to
just want to stay there. That way, we know what to expect, and we
know what our responses should be. But, that is not the kind of
life to which Jesus calls us. We do have choices and God wants us
to have what is best.
Our reading from Sirach lays it out in stark contrast. We can
choose between “fire and water” or “life and death, good and
evil”. Obviously no one will choose what seems bad for them, but
the “bad” choice is so often cloaked in what seems good. So, as
Paul reminds us in the reading from Corinthians, we are called to
a maturity that will recognize and accept the wisdom of God.
Making a wise, mature, life-giving choice requires us to raise the
bar, open ourselves to a new vision and a new level of relationship
with God.
Jesus lays it all out in a bold way in the gospel. We can’t just follow along in the old ways, following only the wisdom of the past,
and certainly not follow the wisdom (or lack of it) of this age. We
are called to a higher standard, and given the strength to live it,
through the Holy Spirit, through the Eucharist and the sacraments.
We are not abandoned, but given the choice to accept the gifts, to
reach out our hands to what is of God, and to turn away from what
is bad.

On Saturday, February 29, the Pro
-Life ministry at St. Thomas the
Apostle is hosting a pizza and
movie night in the Lighthouse at
5:30 p.m. (directly after the 4:30
mass). We will be watching and
discussing the movie “Unplanned”
which describes the life of Abby
Johnson, her work at Planned
Parenthood, and her later pro-life
revelations. Abby Johnson
becomes the youngest clinic
director in the history of Planned
Parenthood, then a life-changing
experience turned her into an antiabortion activist.

And we don’t do this alone, we have Christ with us, we have the
Spirit with us, and we have one another. We move from “me” to
“we”, caring, supporting, guiding and loving one another. All are
Welcome, Walk in Love. In unity we help each other, guiding and
reconciling - a much higher bar than just living in a uniformity of
expectations.

There is no charge for the
evening. If you would like to
attend, please call or email the
OSJ Office so we know how much
pizza to order. Contact Anne
(630.355.8980 x113,
aschultz@stapostle.org).

Rely on the wisdom of God’s plan; in freedom choose what is life
-giving and good. We have the freedom; let us choose with maturity of the Spirit, the wisdom of God.

Note: The Motion Picture
Association of America has given
the film an R rating based on
some disturbing images. The
producers of the film did not
appeal the rating because that
would mean delaying the movie's
release for some time.

Deacon Ken Miles
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Calendar of Events
02-16-Sunday- Hosting Hospitality
Sunday.
02-17-Monday to 02-25-TuesdayKnights of Columbus 9 Day
Novena for Life in the Chapel at
7:45am.
02-19-Wednesday- Volunteering at
the Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry.
02-21-Friday- PADS at SMMP
helping with cleanup and dirty
laundry return to Edward hospital
Laundry.
02-23-Sunday- Hosting the Last
Sunday of the Month Family
Rosary Service in the Chapel for
all Parish members after the
8:00am,10:00am and 12 Noon
Masses.
02-27-Thursday- Knights of
Columbus Monthly Pre-Meeting
Social Fellowship Gathering open to
the men of the Parish at 6:30pm in
the Upper Room. The regular
monthly meeting for member
Knights only to follow at 7:15pm.
02-29-Saturday-Participating in
the Men’s Christ Renews His
Parish CRHP “Feed Your Soul”
from 7:30am to 3:30pm in the
Upper Room.
02-29-Saturday- Knights of
Columbus District #34 Free Throw
Competition at Saints Peter and
Paul at 1:00 pm-Four players will
be participating representing
SMMP KC Council 16011.
03-08-Sunday- Hosting Hospitality
Sunday.
03-11-Wednesday- Volunteering at
the Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry.
For more information about the
Knights of Columbus, please contact:
Stewart Mattson - Grand Knight of
Council 16011 - 630-207-5927
Bob Presnak - Membership Director 312-543-2735
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Presidents’ Day Break

Classes will be canceled for the week beginning Monday, February 17th and will resume on Monday, February 24th.
Ash Wednesday
Classes are cancelled on Wednesday, February 26th in observance of the first day of Lent. All Faith Formation students are expected to attend the service at 4:00 p. m. WITH a parent. A special prayer service and
distribution of ashes will set the tone for your Lenten season.
Children’s Mass
On Saturday, February 29th the 1st to 8th graders in our Faith Formation program will be hosting the 5:00
Mass. Online registration is available on the Faith Formation page of the parish website www.smmp.com.
through Feb. 19th.
First Communion
Assignments of dates were emailed out on February 7th for those who have registered. Please register if you
have not done so.
First Communion Retreat
The retreat is schedule for Saturday, March 7th from 10 am to 12:15 pm. Pre-registration is required. The
parent volunteer planning meeting is Tuesday, February 25th at 7p.m. in room 8. We are in need of adult
volunteers.
Please contact Jacqui Snyder at 630 369-0833 or jsnyder@smmp.com with any questions.

Corporal Work of Mercy
Grades 2-3— Mrs. Curran’s class

served with hands like Jesus as they
utilized their baking skills to bake biscuits for a parishioner in need as well
as creating cards to wish this person
well. We are so proud of our Faith
Formation students. They have big
hearts and willingly serve the Lord
with a smile!
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Fr. Paul’s Homily
In Union with the Mass
1 Sm 1:1-8; Mk 1:14-20

(We can be renewed inwardly and become the Spirit of Christ.)
Today we have the beginning of Jesus’
ministry in the Gospel of Mark, and it
begins with this announcement:
“Repent, and believe.” Now “repent”
is a word that actually means to “think
in a new way,” think in a new way.
Why? Because “the kingdom of God is
at hand.” The kingdom of God is all
about newness: new life, new
possibilities. But since God is a gentle
God and does not break down the door
if we leave it shut, we have to change
our way of thinking about God and
about life if we are going to be able to
live and embrace this new kingdom,
this kingdom of God.
The way into the kingdom of God is
believing in the good news. Now in
the first reading from the Book of
Samuel there’s an example of what I
would call basic bad news, that is,
basically the way people take life,
which is badly. So here is a case of
Hannah, who is without children and
people blame her. They say the Lord
has not given you children; you must
really not be pleasing to him; it must
be your fault. Now you could say,
well, were they ignorant, and they
were. They were ignorant of how
women become pregnant.
However, we can be just as ignorant in
our lives. We can blame people for
their problems, as if they just aren’t
good enough through their own
fault. That is not Jesus’ way of
dealing with any of the problems he
encounters. He never blames blind
people for being blind, even though he
is often dealing with people who are
willfully blind, i.e., the teachers. They
don’t want to see, but he doesn’t
blame them, and he doesn’t blame
cripples for being crippled, and he
doesn’t blame the poor for being poor.
He just accepts this as a situation
that needs improvement.
You could think about this in yourself;
you can think about this in others.
Whatever is lacking is just

something needing improvement
and that improvement comes from
God and that is a good news that God
is full, infinitely full of life and
goodness and generosity. And most of
all God wills us to live with him in
eternity. So of all the wonderful
things Jesus did the most important
thing is showing us precisely how to
die. Now you might think this sounds
macabre, but it really isn’t. Jesus
shows us how to go through life and
get to the other side without
bitterness, without rancor, without
hatred, even though all those things
would be natural for any of us if we
were treated the way he was. Think
about it. When you are treated badly
by anybody, whether it’s an equal or a
superior, you get angry. And I must
say you probably should. But the real
point is don’t let your anger take
over your life. Jesus didn’t.

have got to do that. And if you don’t,
then they won’t be free. It will be a
ministry you have failed at. Now will
he forgive us for that? Of course, God
forgives everything. But he is calling
us to something better than we
normally think of, a better life, a
richer life, a more generous life, a
more joyful life, because it isn’t
centered on “me” or what “I” have
or what “I” do. It’s centered on God
in whom I can live consciously.
Actually we can only exist in God
anyway, but we don’t have to
consciously exist in God. We can
consciously simply live for ourselves,
but it’s a very foolish way to live.

Now my dad was not a very religious
person. He did practice religion. He
went to Mass and so on, but he was
not a terribly religious person. But he
was a very spiritual man because he
was filled with wonder at the beauty
I think Jesus felt anger too, but he
and the wonder of life, the greatness
didn’t let it take over his life. Why? He of life. And he allowed that wonder to
lived by a higher calling. He believed elevate his mind. He never got to
in the goodness of God. So he says,
college, but he had a tremendous
“Father, forgive them; they know not appreciation for nature, for animals,
what they do.” He did not blame them for the creation we are living in. It’s
for their ignorance. He said, “Father,
important that all of us find a way to
forgive them.” And that’s a very
appreciate and to honor and to
important way to live where we do not experience wonder because if we
hold people bound. That does not
don’t, we really die inside. And it’s
mean we don’t hold people
God’s will that we live and have life to
accountable, and ourselves as well.
the full, not die inside, not live in
There is an appropriate way of being
despair, not live with a sense of failure
accountable for our actions and
or a sense of not being valuable. None
decisions. Yes, life includes that and
of that makes sense to God. God has
even afterlife includes that, but that’s created you. God is the author of
one thing.
your personal life and desires you to
live with him in eternity.
Another thing is holding people
bound, tied up, imprisoned by our
And that is why we have the Mass,
unforgiveness. That’s why Jesus when because in the Mass Jesus prepared
he appeared in the upper room the first his disciples for his own death. He
night he breathed the Holy Spirit upon said, “Take and eat, this is my
his apostles and says, “Whosever sins body.” He is turning his terrible
ignominious death into a gift for
you forgive, they are forgiven;
whosever sins you hold bound are held anyone who wants it. “Take and eat,
this is my body given up for you.”
bound.” He is not giving them the
liberty to do either. He is saying it’s in (continued page 10)
your power to free people, and you
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(Fr. Paul’s Homily, continued from page 9)

cells are constantly dying and being rebuilt. How can our
cells be rebuilt? They can only be rebuilt if we eat
When he took the cup of wine he said, “Take and drink,
something. If you stop eating, your cells cannot rebuild;
this is my blood poured out.” Now that pouring out is a
Jewish ritual expression. It has to do with the ritual of Yom and if your cells can’t rebuild, then you will die from
starvation. Well in a similar way, not the same way, but a
Kippur, the holiest day in the Jewish calendar, the Day of
similar way our spirits, our souls, need to be built up.
Atonement when the high priest would pour out blood in
And so God comes to us in the form of a meal, a sacred
the holy of holies in the temple. Jesus’ whole point was
meal, a holy meal, bread and wine, the body, the blood, the
that God really lives within us, as we live in God. We
soul, and the divinity of Christ, so that we can be renewed
are in fact all one. He wanted his death to be such a
generous thing, such a forgiving moment, that people, even inwardly and become the Spirit of Christ.
if they are full of guilt or think that they are really terrible Now people think this is just a manner of speaking.
people, and maybe they are, maybe they have done terrible Actually it’s not just a manner of speaking. It’s ineffable.
things, but nonetheless he wanted them to see how the love It’s unexplainable, but it’s not just a manner of speaking.
We really do become Christ. We really do become God
of God washes all that away. That’s what atonement is;
because we enter into a union. What is communion? It’s
it’s washing away guilt. It’s washing away sin. It’s
being totally connected to, inside, outside in a way that is
washing away all evil. And Jesus wanted people to
indescribable. In that union we become one with God. We
understand that his love for them poured out, literally
poured out from his body, his blood poured out of his body, are in God; we are God. We are all part of one reality.
so his love is poured out into the world. He wanted people The trick is now having experienced this gift to actually
to understand that this is the love, the blood of the new
take it into the world, in the words of Bishop Sheen “to live
covenant. In that new covenant we are made clean and
the Mass.” It means to live as God’s representative to
we are restored to some prior goodness and beauty that life, which means dying to self, not living for yourself,
we actually don’t know, and never did know, and can only which is natural, but now living for something bigger, in
come to know now what it is God intends for us.
fact infinite. That is a calling; that is what our baptismal
calling is. And no one does it perfectly, but every day we
The Eucharist then is given to us as food so that we have
can do a little more. A lot of people zig-zag through life.
sustenance on our journey through life to ultimate death,
since we all die. And of course people always say that, they They make a little progress, then they go back, and then
they make a little more progress, and they go back. But the
say that in their words, but they don’t really get in touch
with it. So that’s why it’s a blessing when someone close point is because God is really behind all this, it is
to you does die because that helps you get in touch with possible. “With God all things are possible.” Because
this reality that the life we are living right now is transient; God is behind all this, it is wonderful. Because God is
behind all this, it is beautiful. Because God is behind all
we are moving through it. It’s wonderful. It’s important,
but it’s not the whole of the reason for our being. That still this, it is spectacular. It is a wonderful life. And the more
remains somewhat obscure. But from time to time if we are we can be aware of it, the better. And we can be aware of
willing to open that door to the gentle presence of God, it sometimes the best in total silence, if you are actually
able to turn off your mind, stop talking to yourself, stop
we will sense in silence the presence of God. And that’s
thinking, and just be. If you can do that, this will start to
what the Eucharist is, the presence of God.
Through the substance of bread and wine God presents make more sense. And by the way, one of the primary
effects of the Eucharist is the ability to do just that. It is
himself for our consumption, so that we can become
what we eat. We do become what we eat, you know. Our called the gift of contemplation, being able to enjoy
silence and listen to the voice of silence.

“Whether it lasts for a brief moment of for a hundred years, each of our lives is a good and perfect gift.
At every stage and in every circumstance, we are held in existence by God’s live...Every life is worth
living.” USCCB Secretariat of Pro-life Activities 40 DAYS FOR LIFE 40 Days for Life begins
Saturday, February 29, 2020. 40 Days for Life is a time of prayer and fasting for the cause of life. The
vigil site for praying is located at Access Clinic 1700 75th Street. Downers Grove from 7:00 am to 7:00 pm. For more
information and to sign up for a prayer time go to http://40daysforlife.com/downersgrove
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Masses for the Week

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays, 3:30 - 4:30 p.m.

Monday — February 17
8:15— Mary Elizabeth Leonard — Diekemper Family
Tuesday— February 18
8:15— Rosemary Borello — Fr. Paul
Wednesday— February 19
10:00— Marie Geary — Debbie Geary
Thursday— February 20
8:15—Purgatorial Society
Friday— February 21
8:15 — Regina Barcelona — Mortimer Family
Saturday— February 22/Chair of St. Peter the Apostle
8:15 —
5:00 — Deceased Members of the Men’s Club — Men’s
Club
Sunday — February 23
8:00 — Al Bajusz — Carol Bambalas
10:00 — Philip DuPont — DuPont Family
12:00 — For the Parish Family

Date
February
22 & 23

Lectors

February 22
February 29

Fr. Paul
Fr. Paul

Eucharistic Ministers

Servers

Sacristan/
Deacon/
Presider

Madelyn Gould
Robert Presnak
Charles Graber

Michael Maziarek
Laurette Solak

*
*
*

C. Wenig
Deacon Ken
Fr. Stempora

8:00

Jim Quinn
Lucy Bianchi
Victoria Kosirog

Dan Skinner
Ralph Meeker
Stewart Mattson

*
*
*

M. Ciccarelli
Deacon Ken
Fr. Paul

10:00

Maureen Taylor
Linda Tomasello
Max Leichtman

Jeanmarie Considine
Jennifer Arnott

Cade DiMailig
Tanner DiMailig
Will Richards

J. Cote
Deacon Terry
Fr. Paul

Francis Lichon

12:00

David Brandenstein
Margarita Mankus
Gregory Scriba

*
*
*

K. Giordano
Deacon Terry
Fr. Larry Brunette

5:00
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TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS
First Reading — God allows us to make choices,
but we are not to choose injustice or sinfulness
(Sirach 15:15-20).
Psalm — Blessed are they who follow the law of the Lord! (Psalm
119).
Second Reading — God’s wisdom is mysterious and hidden (1
Corinthians 2:6-10).
Gospel — Jesus has come not to abolish but to fulfill the law and
the prophets (Matthew 5:17-37 [20-22a, 27-28, 33-34a, 37]).

St. Margaret Mary Parish
Naperville/Lisle -- 630-369-0777
Parish Staff
Art & Environment Coordinator
Jill Mizen

Bookkeeper
Pat Henke

Business Manager
Michael Prus

Building Manager
Bob Stezowski

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE READINGS
First Reading — Take no revenge and cherish no grudge; love
your neighbor as yourself
(Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18).
Psalm — The Lord is kind and merciful (Psalm 103).
Second Reading — You are the temple of God, and holy (1
Corinthians 3:16-23).
Gospel — Offer no resistance; love your enemies (Matthew 5:3848).

Communications Coordinator
Julie Duffin
Custodian
Ziggy Owiesek

Deacons (Permanent)
Deacon Joe Ferrari
Deacon Don Helgeson
Deacon Ken Miles
Deacon Fred Straub (retired)
Deacon Terry Taylor

Justice/Outreach Minister
Tom Cordaro

Food for the Journey

Liturgy Coordinator

Scripture Readings for the Week

Deacon Ken Miles

Music Director

Monday:

Jas 1:1-11; Ps 119:67-68, 71-72, 75-76;
Mk 8:11-13
Tuesday:
Jas 1:12-18; Ps 94:12-13a; 14-15, 18-19;
Mk 8:14-21
Wednesday: Jas 1:19-27; Ps 15:2-4ab, 5; Mk 8:22-26
Thursday: Jas 2:1-9; Ps 34:2-7; Mk 8:27-33
Friday:
Jas 2:14-24, 26; Ps 112:1-6; Mk 8:34 — 9:1
Saturday: 1 Pt 5:1-4; Ps 23:1-3a, 4-6; Mt 16:13-19
Sunday:
Lv 19:1-2, 17-18; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10, 12-13;
1 Cor 3:16-23; Mt 5:38-48

John Schlaman

Parish Secretary/Bulletin Editor
Sue Carroll

Pastoral Associate
Sr. Madelyn Gould, S.S.S.F.

Pastoral Council President
Joey Rose

Priests

In order to be considered for bulletin publication,
items must be received no later than the Friday a
week prior to the desired publication date. For
example, for an article to appear in the February
28, 2016 bulletin, it must be received by the office
no later than Friday, February 19.
Information can be emailed to
scarroll@smmp.com. Space may be limited;
priority will be given to information about SMMP
events or staff-generated articles.

Rev. Paul Hottinger, Pastor

Receptionists
Loretta Mercadante & Mary Sears

Director of Religious Ed., Pre-school - 8
Jacqui Snyder

Director of Youth Ministry
Dan Lawler

Religious Education Secretary
Arlene Serio

Religious Education Staff Assistant
Debbie Brutlag

12

NAME AND BULLETIN #St. Margaret Mary Parish, Naperville. #832
DATE OF BULLETIN:
# OF PAGES SENT (including this one): 13
SOFTWARE
MSPublisher 2003
Adobe Acrobat 7.0
Windows XP Home Edition
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS:

13

