St. Margaret Mary Parish
September 8, 2019

Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

1450 Green Trails Dr.
Masses:
Saturday:
Sunday:

5:00 pm
8 am

10 am

12 pm

Weekdays Monday-Saturday 8:15 am

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday
9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Parish Office:
630-369-0777
Fax:
630-369-1493
Religious Ed. Office:
630- 369-0833

All Saints Catholic
Academy:
1155 Aurora Ave.
Naperville, IL 60540
630.961-6125 or
www.ascacademy.org

New Parishioners:
Anyone who welcomes you, welcomes me;
and those who welcome me welcome the one
who sent me.: (Mt 10:40)
St. Margaret Mary Parish wishes to welcome
everyone to our community as Jesus would.
For information, please call the parish office.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Confessions every Saturday from 3:30 to 4:30
PM or anytime by request.

Sacrament of Baptism:
Sundays following the 12:00 Mass, except
holidays. Please call Parish Office to make
arrangements for Baptism and required
Preparation Meeting.

Sacrament of Marriage:
Six months preparation required. Parish music
policies, which reflect Diocesan guidelines, are
to be followed.
Sick, Homebound, Hospital Visits:
Contact the Parish Office if you would like
Communion, if you need someone from
SMMP to visit you in the hospital, or if we can
help you in any other way. Privacy policies do
not permit the hospital to contact us directly.

Naperville, IL 60540

630-369-0777

www.smmp.com

So many Parish Members over the past 6
months said to me: "Deacon Joe, God Bless
You."

Faith Formation

Actually, He has already blessed me....
I am blessed with a loving wife, three great kids, good family, and
compassionate friends -- like you. I want to THANK YOU for the support,
meals, service, cards and email massages and especially, prayers during my 6
month journey in treating colon cancer. I am not alone; there are many in the
Parish who are hurting physically and emotionally. I invite you to talk to me,
as I share your pain. I don't know what the next two to five years will predict,
for a return or abstinence of this illness, but I know I do not walk alone [nor
does my wife, with her chronic immune illness] given your continued prayers
and your concern. We are truly blessed. THANK YOU.
— Deacon Joe Ferrari

Priscilla Arrieta
Elaine Badelt
Judea Beckett
Arlene Bennett
Edward Bojan
Blake Burton
Patrick Cameron
Kathleen Carey
Lori Cross
Justin Dellarose
Murlene Dolley
Ben & April Espinos
Michael Facchinello
Lawrence Facchinello

Dn. Joe Ferrari
Mary Fisher
Jo Ellen Furlong
Jim Gardner
William Garrett
Peter Guthrie
John Hill
Kay Hill
Kevin Hill
Fr. George Hurley
Kate Kirchner
Bill Koloseike
Emma Martinez
Joseph Mathy
Donal McGoldrick
Maxine Messere
Dr. Edward Michl

God’s Share

Weekly Mass Offerings:
Automated Giving:
Stock/RMD/Tea Donations
Totals:
Budget Goal
Over/(Under) Goal

Collette Miller
Linda Palulis
Russell Rasche
Patrick Rockowitz
Allen Rogers
John P. Rossi
David Schuberg
A. Schuman
Mary Sheehan
Greyson Stanley
Elizabeth Stock
Jim Tamburrino
Joan Vinkler
Marion Warner
Bob Whipple
Ray Young
Barb Zdon

Weekly Collection
9/1/2019

Year to Date
7/1/2019 to
Present

$20,089
8,518

$147, 527
76,663
14,741
238,931
221,958
16,973

28,607
21,867
6,740

We thank you for your gifts! Do you regularly write a check to St Margaret Mary?
Consider the convenience of automatic on-line giving. Visit www.SMMP.COM for
more information.
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A huge thanks to the catechists who
have come forward to be a disciple
for our youth! By the grace of God,
all students have a catechist. God uses
catechists to bring the Good News of
the Gospel to SMMP children and
their families. Our catechists are
enthusiastic to meet both the students
and the parents. Classes begin on
Monday 9-9, Tuesday 9-10,
Wednesday 9-11. Parents of K-8
students are welcome to escort their
children to the first day of class.
There you can meet and greet your
child’s catechist(s) at the first part of
class.
For grades 6-8, you are welcome to
attend an orientation at 7:00 Monday
9-9 in the church with your student.
An overview of the junior high Faith
Formation program will be presented.
Then the Monday classes will occur
afterwards. We all look forward to
seeing the students soon and sharing
opportunities to encounter Christ at a
deeper level! — Blessings, Jacqui
Snyder, Director of Children &
Family Faith Formation, K-8
Memorial Service for
Aborted Children
On Saturday,
September 14, pro-life
Americans throughout the country will
gather at the gravesites of aborted
babies and other memorial sites
dedicated in their honor for the
seventh annual National Day of
Remembrance for Aborted Children.
Solemn vigils will be held at these
sites to commemorate the more than
60 million children who have lost their
lives to legal abortion since 1973, and
to remind our society of the humanity
of the unborn child.
Please join us for the memorial service
in the Diocese of Joliet with the Most
Reverend R. Daniel Conlon, Bishop
of Joliet: When: Saturday,
September 14, 1 p.m. Where:
Resurrection Cemetery, 200 W.
Romeo Rd. in Romeoville For more
information, contact Christine Kania at
630-532-7813 or cmkania@bu.edu.
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Day of Quiet: Traits of a Healthy
Spirituality
Friday, Oct. 4th
9 am - 1:30 pm
(lunch included)
Upper Room
Donation: $12.00
As we travel on our journey of faith, we
sometimes find ourselves asking “How Am I
doing?” While much of our spiritual growth
depends on God’s gratuitous love for us, it is
good to regularly pause to see how we are
responding to that love. This Day of Quiet
will provide the time to reflect on some of
the traits of a healthy spirituality mentioned
in the book Traits of a Healthy Spirituality
by Melannie Svoboda, SND.
St. Procopius Abbey, our usual venue, is not
available to us for this day. A prayerful
seting will await you in the Upper Room.
Opportunities for outdoor reflection will be
available. Bring your lawn chair! Lunch will
be provided.
To register, call 630-369-0777 be Oct. 1st.
Checks can be made out to St. Margaret
Mary.
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Silence, the Body and the Mystery of Wholeness:
A Contemplation Practice for Everyone
Facilitator: Al Gustafson
Donation: $50.00
In our prayer, we want to experience God … an encounter with a Presence that is both greater than ourselves and at
the same time, intimate and one with us. For many of us, however, prayer is little more than thinking thoughts about
God. All our words and thinking can sometimes get in the way of the experience of God in our lives.
Join us for a three-week journey as we practice moving beyond thinking about God in our prayer, to explore silence
and the body as pathways to experiencing the Presence of God. This is Christian contemplation and we will endeavor
to make the practice simple and accessible.
Our lives can be noisy and fragmented, punctuated by obsessive thinking and to do lists. This is an invitation to
experience territory that is untraveled by most of us: silence and an enhanced awareness of the bodies we inhabit. This
risky terrain can lead us directly into the Mystery of Wholeness.
Our journey begins with a Saturday afternoon retreat followed by three Monday evening meetings. The journey
includes spending some time each day with God throughout the three weeks … some structure for
your time with God will be offered.
Saturday, September 28
12:30 pm – 4:30 pm (lunch included)
Mondays, October 7, 14, 21
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
All sessions will be held in the Upper Room.
To register, call 630-369-0777 by September 23rd. Checks should be made out to St. Margaret Mary.
Al Gusfafson is a spiritual director and retreat leader on staff at Old St. Patrick’s Church in Chicago.
He is also the Board Chair of the Swifty Foundation and serves on the board of several other non-profit
organizations.

Are you
homebound,
have limited social
interaction,
or reside in a
retirement/nursing
home?
Would you like to receive a “cheery
hello” phone call each day at a time of
your choice?
The Sunshine Ministry of St. Margaret Mary Parish,
offers this service on a
daily basis to anyone requesting it.
You choose a time frame in which to receive this
friendly call. You are free to speak about any topic
of interest to you.
The Sunshine Ministry members are trained
volunteers who enjoy bringing a little “sunshine”
into the lives of others.
To request this service or ask questions
about it, please call:
Mary Straub
630-983-6661
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Walk in Love:
Stop Human Trafficking
Parish Social Mission Week, Sept. 16-22
Blocking the illegal business of human trafficking.
countries’ efforts to disrupt illicit financial activities
associated with human trafficking. Forty of their
colleagues—Republicans and Democrats—have
already signed on.

The Scripture readings for our next parish social
mission weekend include a text from the prophet
Amos. This prophet had a special concern for those
who were exploited by the economic practices of the
rich and powerful. Our first reading for the 25th
Sunday in Ordinary Time is a great example of this.

Shining a light on countries’ efforts to combat illicit
finance—or their failure to stop it—strengthens the
global fight against human trafficking. It also gives
the United States leverage to encourage better
behavior from foreign countries.

Amos addresses corrupt business owners, “Hear this,
you who trample upon the needy and destroy the poor
of the land!” He then condemns the practice of
cheating in the market place and exploiting the poor.
Reflecting the attitude of the corrupt he writes, “We
will buy the lowly for silver, and the poor for a pair of
sandals.” And then he warns, “The Lord has sworn by
the pride of Jacob: Never will I forget a thing they
have done!”

Rep. Steil and Dean go on to say, “Our bill is just one
piece of the puzzle, but a critical piece. Ultimately,
addressing human trafficking requires a multifaceted
approach from local, state, federal and international
partners.”
After all Masses on the weekend of Sept. 21/22 you
are invited to sign postcards to our US
Representatives urging them to support this bill.
Combating human trafficking is an issue that
transcends partisanship and ideology – and one
that calls on our common humanity. As Rep. Steil
and Dean remind us, “This isn’t just a faraway
crime. It’s an epidemic that impacts
communities—from Southeast Wisconsin to the
suburbs of Philadelphia—across the United
States.” Learn more about this bill in next week’s
bulletin.

In response to Amos’ prophetic challenge our
September parish social mission will focus on the sin
of human trafficking. The United Nations Protocol to
Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Trafficking in Persons
defines it as "the recruitment, transportation,
harboring or receipt of persons by means of force,
fraud or coercion…for the purpose of exploitation."
All three of the Church's most recent papal leaders,
Pope John Paul II, Pope Benedict XVI, and Pope
Francis, have publicly decried trafficking in persons,
calling for its eradication and for the protection of
survivors.
Representatives Bryan Steil (R-WI) and Madeleine
Dean (D-PA) point out, “Unfortunately, human
trafficking is common because it is profitable. The
International Labor Organization estimates that more
than $150 billion in illegal profit is made from forced
labor each year, making human trafficking the third
most valuable criminal operation in the world.”
They have introduced the Exposing the Financing of
Human Trafficking Act (H.R. 2149) to require the
State Department to track, evaluate, and report on
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Fr. Paul’s Homily

Humbled versus Exalted
Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29; Heb 12:18-19, 22-14a; Lk 14:1, 7-14

(Jesus lived his entire life in intimate union with God, and knew himself to be beloved,
and believed everyone else was as well, but recognized that most people didn’t have this sense.)
“Those who exalt themselves will be
humbled; those who humble
themselves will be exalted.”

himself to be beloved, and believed
everyone else was as well, but
recognized that most people didn’t
have this sense. He was living in a
world where most people were
ignorant of their own true identity,
disconnected to the source of their own
lives and being. And worse, then as
now, certain people exalted themselves
as more important, more powerful, or
more successful than others, and
expected people to pay them honor and
respect.

Luke calls this little teaching a parable,
although it is not typically parabolic. It
does not contain the usual
exaggeration, and it is not about the
kingdom of God per se, but more it’s
about Jesus himself. It’s a description
via story of what Jesus’ life is. He
became human with an intense
awareness of God even at age twelve.
He knew at age twelve that Joseph and
Mary were not his actual source of life. Jesus totally shunned these kinds of
self-promotion, and moreover
He lived his entire life in this
intimate union with God, and knew warned that they inevitably lead to

regret. Rather in life he took the
lowest place in society, among the
poor and neglected, and urged his
followers to do the same thing
precisely because he knew the Father,
he knew that humble loving service
of others, which reflects actually and
reveals actually the divine nature,
which is love, leads ultimately to
glory. On the other hand, promoting
oneself can only lead to
embarrassment, shame, and
humiliation when the truth is revealed
in its fullness, and that day shall surely
come.

WELCOME MARISSA
My name is
Marissa
Griffith and I
am so
thankful to
be joining the
St. Margaret
Mary
community! I
am part of
Notre Dame's
Echo program, a two year program
through which I take classes at Notre
Dame to earn my Masters in Theology
during the summer and work full time
in youth and young adult ministry here
at St. Margaret Mary during the school
year. I was born and raised in Palm
Harbor, FL, and grew up in a great
Catholic community. My parents have
been married almost 30 years and I
have three sisters who are all college
age. I encountered Christ through
Eucharistic Adoration and mission
trips to Haiti in my high school youth
ministry and knew I was called to live
a life that was radically for Christ. I
studied Theology at the University of
Notre Dame undergrad and graduated
in May. I am looking forward to
journeying with you all as we grow in
relationship with Christ!
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Our parish theme and calling in

God’s Word To Us
Reflection on
Lectionary Readings

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time,
September 8, 2019

Fans and Disciples
Almost all of us have followed a team of one kind or
another. It might have been a special team in our
youth, it might have been a college team, it might
have been a professional team. And when they are
doing well, the fan base is huge and energized. But
when things don’t go well, when there are problems
and the wins don’t come, it's amazing how small the
fan base can become (except for the Cubs, of course).

Mercy, the most visible
sign of the Father’s love
“Mercy cannot become a mere parenthesis in the life of
the Church; it constitutes her very existence, through
which the profound truths of the Gospel are made
manifest and tangible. Everything is revealed in mercy;
everything is resolved in the merciful love of the Father.
…”

Today’s readings are a real challenge to all who call
themselves Christians. Do we walk away when things
seem, or even are, difficult, tough, and dangerous? Or,
do we draw on the deeper wisdom of the Spirit within
us, and embrace the crosses we bear, and live the
transformation of relationships Jesus calls us to? Are
we fans or disciples?

“Forgiveness is the most visible sign of the Father’s
love, which Jesus sought to reveal by his entire life.
Every page of the Gospel is marked by this imperative of
a love that loves to the point of forgiveness. Even at the
last moment of his earthly life, as he was being nailed to
the cross, Jesus spoke words of forgiveness: “Father,
forgive them; for they know not what they do” (Lk
23:34).”

As disciples we are called to put aside the categories
we so often put people into: mother, father, brother,
sister, them, us, slave, master. We are called to see
everyone as a child of God, to accept, welcome, and
walk together in love. We are called to recognize that
our differences bring power and wholeness to the
community, as the “I” becomes “We”, and unity
grows out of our diversity.

“Nothing of what a repentant sinner places before God’s
mercy can be excluded from the embrace of his
forgiveness. For this reason, none of us has the right to
make forgiveness conditional. Mercy is always a
gratuitous act of our heavenly Father, an unconditional
and unmerited act of love. Consequently, we cannot risk
opposing the full freedom of the love with which God
enters into the life of every person.”

Jesus did not come to make life easy and comfortable,
but to gather disciples who understood the cost of
following, and embraced a journey that was right and
just. We are called to not just see the marginalized, but
to journey with them as Jesus did. It is what it means
to be a Christian disciple.

Pope Francis, MISERICORDIA ET MISERA,
11/20/2016

Let us grow and live as DISCIPLES, not just fans. Let
us find the presence of Christ in each person we
encounter. Let the wisdom of the Spirit within each of
us guide our lives and open our hearts.
Let us be disciples, not fans, of Christ Jesus!

St. Margaret Mary Parish strives to create a
welcoming, loving, and merciful community
that serves those in need and shares the joy of
the Gospel.

- Deacon Ken Miles

- Parish Theme/Calling Statement
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Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays, 3:30 - 4:30 p.m.

Masses for the Week

September 14
September 21

Monday — September 9/St. Peter Claver
8:15— Ann Elgar — L. Mercadante
Tuesday— September 10
8:15— Al Bajusz — SVDP Society of SMMP
Wednesday— September 11
8:15— James Gumm — Nancy Thoene
Thursday— September 12
8:15— Nicholas Giordano — Terry, Sue & Mary Ann
Butterfield
Friday— September 13/St. John Chrysotom
8:15 — Joe Egan, Sr. — Chris & Ron Beldon
Saturday— September 14/Exaltation of the Holy Cross
8:15 —
5:00 — Bill Hottinger — Lumen Christi Choir
Sunday — September 15
8:00 — For the Parish Family
10:00 — Joseph & Alice Bowe — Family
12:00 — Recovery of Bob Clark — Flint Family

Date
Sept.
14 & 15

Lectors

Fr. Brunette
Fr. Paul

Please remember in your prayers those
members of our parish and family and
friends who have recently passed away.
\

Peggy Graves
Bill Savage, husband of Cindy

Eucharistic Ministers

Servers

Sacristan/
Deacon/Presider

Gregory Scriba
Chuck Graber
Chas Bellock

Michael Maziarek
Barbara Ryan

Karen Ng
Theodore Ng

B. Ryan
Deacon Ken
Fr. Brunette

Victoria Kosirog
Paul O'Brien
Kathy Lorenc

Ralph Meeker
Eileen Driscoll-Hensel
Dan Skinner

Jake Mlsna
Thomas Morrison

L. de los Reyes
Deacon Ken
Fr. Thomas Streit

10:00

Vincent Keenan
Barbara Zdon
Marian Stricker
David Brandenstein

Emily Dulik
Brandon Person
William Richards

J. Cote
Deacon Terry
Fr. Paul

12:00

Alissa Prendergast
Jim Quinn
John Gerding

Lauren Wincup
Liam O’Dea

A. Moore
Deacon Terry
Fr. Paul

5:00

8:00

Alan Meder
Katrina Meder
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TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS
First Reading — You sent your holy spirit from on
high and thus were the paths of those on earth made
straight (Wisdom 9:13-18b).
Psalm — In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge (Psalm
90).
Second Reading — Paul asks Philemon to accept back his slave
Onesimus as a brother (Philemon 9-10, 12-17).
Gospel — Which of you wishing to construct a tower does not
first sit down and calculate the cost to see if there is enough for its
completion? (Luke 14:25-33).

St. Margaret Mary Parish
Naperville/Lisle -- 630-369-0777
Parish Staff
Art & Environment Coordinator
Jill Mizen

Bookkeeper
Pat Henke

Business Manager
Michael Prus

Building Manager
Bob Stezowski

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE READINGS

Communications Coordinator
Julie Duffin

First Reading — “Why should your wrath blaze up against your
own people, whom you brought out of Egypt?” (Exodus 32:7-11,
13-14).
Psalm — I will rise and go to my father (Psalm 51).
Second Reading — The grace of our Lord has been abundant (1
Timothy 1:12-17).
Gospel — There is great rejoicing in heaven and among the angels
when a sinner repents (Luke 15:1-32 [1-10]).

Custodian
Ziggy Owiesek

Deacons (Permanent)
Deacon Joe Ferrari
Deacon Don Helgeson
Deacon Ken Miles
Deacon Fred Straub (retired)
Deacon Terry Taylor

Justice/Outreach Minister
Tom Cordaro

Food for the Journey

Liturgy Coordinator

Scripture Readings for the Week

Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Deacon Ken Miles

Col 1:24 — 2:3; Ps 62:6-7, 9; Lk 6:6-11
Col 2:6-15; Ps 145:1b-2, 8-11; Lk 6:12-19
Col 3:1-11; Ps 145:2-3, 10-13ab; Lk 6:20-26
Col 3:12-17; Ps 150:1b-6; Lk 6:27-38
1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14; Ps 16:1b-2a, 5, 7-8, 11;
Lk 6:39-42
Nm 21:4b-9; Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-38;
Phil 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-17
Ex 32:7-11, 13-14; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 17, 19;
1 Tm 1:12-17; Lk 15:1-32 [1-10]

Music Director
John Schlaman

Parish Secretary/Bulletin Editor
Sue Carroll

Pastoral Associate
Sr. Madelyn Gould, S.S.S.F.

Pastoral Council President
Joey Rose

Priests

In order to be considered for bulletin publication,
items must be received no later than the Friday a
week prior to the desired publication date. For
example, for an article to appear in the February
28, 2016 bulletin, it must be received by the office
no later than Friday, February 19.
Information can be emailed to
scarroll@smmp.com. Space may be limited;
priority will be given to information about SMMP
events or staff-generated articles.

Rev. Paul Hottinger, Pastor

Receptionists
Millie Gredlics & Loretta Mercadante

Director of Religious Ed., Pre-school - 8
Jacqui Snyder

Director of Youth Ministry
Dan Lawler

Religious Education Secretary
Arlene Serio

Religious Education Staff Assistant
Debbie Brutlag
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