St. Margaret Mary Parish, Naperville, IL
Pastoral Council Minutes
May 1, 2018
Council Members Present: Jim Chitwood, Tom Cordaro, Fr. Paul Hottinger,
Julie Lomax, Mary Oliphant, Brian Pelz, Sam Schroeder, Dave Schwartz,
Kristen Slevnik, Peggy Soeldner, Carrie Tilton, Carl Van Dril, Don Wenig
Council Members Absent: None
Parish Leadership Community Member Present: Adrian Jaworski
Discernment Candidate Observer Present: Joey Rose
Guest Staff Member Present: Jill Mizen
Guest Presenter: Sue Schroeder
OPENING AND PRAYER: Council President Carl Van Dril called the meeting to order
at 7:05 p.m. in the Upper Room, with Sam Schroeder offering an opening prayer.
Introductions were then made by all of tonight’s attendees, with tonight’s guests
including: Joey Rose (discerning for At-Large Membership on Council); Jill Mizen
(SMMP’s new Art & Environment Coordinator); and Sue Schroeder (Finance Committee
Chair).
PARISH BUDGET APPROVAL FOR FY 2018/19: Having presented the Finance
Committee’s parish budget recommendations for FY 2018/19 to Council in February
2018, Sue Schroeder noted that this earlier budget recommendation was made before
an upward trend in collections had been noted in response to the Stewardship
Committee’s late January 2018 annual appeal. She also noted that, while Christmas
collections were $3K higher than budgeted, Easter collections were $17K lower than
anticipated, possibly due to Easter occurring during spring break week this year. The
Finance Committee had recently met, with Don Wenig and Carl Van Dril also attending
this as Council representatives.
Council Vice-President Don Wenig reviewed the 2017-18 parish collection data through
4/22/18, which Parish Business Manager Mike Prus had recently sent. Collections data
showed a 3% trending increase received over budget average in January; a 14% actual
average increase in February (coinciding with the parish commitment card campaign
and letter mailing); an 11% actual average increase in March; but a 1% actual average
decrease below budgeted in April. As based on these past four months of collections
data, Council indicated feeling comfortable about the Finance Committee’s
recommendation tonight for the parish budget for FY 2018/19, also noting the need for
the Stewardship Committee to “stay on top” of the parish’s ongoing collections and
financial situation.
Carl Van Dril motioned to approve the parish budget for FY 2018/19 as
recommended by the Finance Committee, with Don Wenig seconding and the
Council approving. The FY 2018/19 budget includes a 4% increase in Sunday
collections and no cuts to Commission budgets as compared to FY 2017/18. The
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Commissions will have a 5/15/18 response deadline for any additional change
requests prior to the parish budget’s submission to the Diocese by the 6/01/18
deadline.
It was recommended that an announcement be made before the Sunday Masses
shortly, urging parishioners to continue with their increased contributions. Likewise,
Council recommended that some of the parish services and ministries, as especially
funded through contributions, be highlighted in the parish bulletin. It was also
recommended that the online parish calendars be updated and continually maintained
to show what an active parish SMMP is (much of this made possible through regular
ongoing contributions received). Just as Daybreak Ministries had very successfully done
their own fundraising in 2017-18 to support a transitional housing apartment through
Bridge Communities, other ministry groups might also wish to try doing some of their
own targeted fundraising efforts in the future [making sure that these appear on the
parish’s master calendar]. Daybreak Ministries was especially thanked for doing its own
fundraising this year.
The Stewardship Committee will meet next week. It plans to hold an earlier annual
parish appeal (in November/December) for 2018-19. Council recommended that a
Sunday Mass attendance count be done in May and not just in October [the latter done
as requested by the Diocese]. The Council is also considering actions to begin budget
discussions with staff members earlier in the cycle so that Council can have earlier
visibility to potential needs, programs, and impacts to the annual appeal. Discussions
are under way with the Finance Committee on how best to achieve this. Carl challenged
Council to prioritize the parish’s existing services and ministries, too.
Sue Schroeder was thanked for her presentation prior to her departure.
APPROVAL OF APRIL 2018 MEETING MINUTES:
Don Wenig motioned to approve the minutes from April 3, 2018, with Julie Lomax
seconding and the Council approving. The minutes, along with Commission reports,
will now be posted onto the Council’s web page. Council Secretary Peggy Soeldner will
provide a summary of the minutes for the parish bulletin.
COUNCIL NOMINATIONS/ RECRUITMENT UPDATE: Co-Chairs Mary Oliphant and
Peggy Soeldner provided updates about At-Large Representative and Youth
Representative recruitment, noting that only one adult candidate has attended the
recent Orientation Night and that the Youth candidate has declined due to other
commitments. It was especially noted that all candidates need to be fully orientated
about these representative positions prior to the 5/30/18 Discernment Night. The two
adult At-Large Representative positions are for a three-year term on Council, and the
Youth Representative position(s) is/are for a one-year term. Dan Lawler, Director of
Youth Ministry, will be contacted for suggestions about any new youth representative
candidates. Although Youth Representatives have been serving on Council during the
past three years, with there being a number of previous years without such
2

representation, Council noted what a valued asset the Youth Representatives have
been.
Sr. Madelyn has requested that Council identify which skills sets and attributes are most
needed by Council by its new representatives. Council identified the following: skills with
stewardship assistance; engagement; visioning; advocacy; long-term planning; and the
ability to actively listen to and “connect” with parishioners.
COMMISSION REPORTS:
Administration: [MINUTES, St. Margaret Mary Finance Committee Meeting,
Wednesday, March 21, 2018… were submitted in advance by Mike Prus, a copy of
which is shown hereto].
[AGENDA, St. Margaret Mary Finance Committee Meeting, Wednesday, April 18,
2018… was submitted in advance by Mike Prus, a copy of which is shown hereto].
Following Finance Committee Chair Sue Schroeder’s departure, there was no
representative in attendance at tonight’s Council meeting. There were no additional
questions posed tonight for the Administration Commission.
Christian Education (CEC): [Christian Education Commission (CEC) – April 2018
Ministry Reports were submitted in advance by Julie Lomax, a copy of which is
shown hereto].
Julie Lomax, CEC Representative, reported that the Religious Education Program will
be ending this week. Confirmation will be held on Friday (5/04/18), with Fr. Paul
presiding.
The Religious Education Program will be introducing a new format for distribution of
registration packets (rather than mailing these), with Packet Pickup/Registration Day to
be held on 5/06/18 (7:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.) in the Upper Room. This Registration Day will
include refreshments; a Kids’ Zone; and information about the K-12 faith formation
program, sacrament preparation, volunteer and service opportunities, and summer
sports camps. This Packet Pickup/Registration Day should provide opportunities for
additional parental engagement. Plans are underway for an elementary school student
to make a short announcement request, “Will you share your faith with me?” at all of the
Sunday Masses this coming weekend, along with reminders for parents to pick up their
child/children’s Registration Packets.
A group of at least 20 teens, along with some adults, have signed up for summer
service trips through Young Neighbors in Action. One group will be heading to Detroit,
MI, during the Week of 6/24-30; and a smaller group will be heading to Buffalo, NY,
during the Week of 7/15-21. Julie Lomax will be going as an adult chaperone with the
Detroit service group. A Youth Ministry fundraiser will be held at Lou Malnati’sNaperville on 5/07/18 (11 a.m.-11 p.m.) – although information about this fundraiser
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missed the print deadline for the parish bulletin, Council recommended stuffing flyers
into the bulletin and sending information about this to parishioners by email.
Christian Service (CSC): [Christian Service Commission – Monthly Report to
Parish Council, May 1, 2018 was sent in advance by Carrie Tilton, a copy of which
is shown hereto].
Carrie Tilton, CSC Representative, reported that plans are underway for committee
formation to head the Big Day of Service (11/17/18). A future recruitment ad will appear
about this in the parish bulletin.
The Military Ministry invites Council and parishioners to its Memorial Day event on
5/20/18.
Numerous attempts are being made to recruit a replacement coordinator for the Nursery
by August.
Tom Cordaro shared additional information about Earth Care’s concept proposal for the
rain garden (possibly 10’x10’ or 15’x15’), which will include native plants. This will be
located on the south side of the parking lot by the drain, where the plants will filter runoff water before it goes down the drain. He noted that the Men’s Club might help with
some possible funding for this. Tom will present a detailed proposal to Council at the
June meeting. As a civil engineer, Julie Lomax also noted that she specializes in storm
water runoff and rain gardens as part of her job with the Downers Grove Public Works
Department. She noted that fall is the best time to put in a rain garden. Tom shared
plans for a future workshop at SMMP by the Forest Preserve District, focusing on native
plants.
Tom added that plans are underway to show a video on refugees on World Refugee
Sunday after the Sunday Masses on 6/23-24.
Christian Worship (CWC): [St. Margaret Mary Christian Worship Commission
Meeting Minutes – April 26, 2018… were submitted in advance by Brian Pelz, a
copy of which is shown hereto].
[Christian Worship Commission Monthly Report to Parish Council – May 2018
was submitted in advance by Brian Pelz, a copy of which is shown hereto].
Brian Pelz, CWC Representative, noted that a new sound system in the church is “on
the horizon,” thanks to a few parishioners’ special gifts for this purchase.
After a search for a CWC Representative successor, and after a couple of respectfully
declined nominations, Brian Pelz was nominated and confirmed with consensus to
serve a second term as the CWC Representative on Council for the next three years.
He also reported that several Ministry Leaders have served beyond their three-year
term limits on CWC and are currently recruiting for possible successors. Fr. Paul noted
that there are many excellent committee heads on CWC.
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There is a special Morning of Reflection being planned for Eucharistic Ministers. Brian
concluded by noting that Felicia Egan is doing a great job in coordinating the EM’s.
YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE REPORT: Kristen Slevnik reported that Confirmation will
be held at SMMP on 5/04/18. She also noted that 9-10 high schoolers attended last
year’s Grill & Chill (hosted by Peer Ministry), with hopes that the upcoming event will
have a good attendance on 5/14/18.
Following this, Council took a break from 8:05-8:15 p.m., enjoying refreshments
furnished by Youth Representatives Kristen Slevnik and Sam Schroeder and
beverages by Recording Secretary Marlyn Steury.
PARISH THEME TAGLINE SELECTION: Continuing the discussion since last month,
Tom Cordaro led Council through a selection process for the “tagline” to accompany the
new Parish Theme and Calling. Although Council did not unanimously agree on a final
tagline, there was enough consensus to select this. The Parish Tagline, along with the
Theme and Calling, will be introduced to the parish at the Parish Picnic in September.
LOOKING AHEAD TO NEXT YEAR’S COUNCIL – DISCUSSION: Carl and Don, who
will be completing their three-year terms as At-Large Representatives (including two
one-year terms respectively as President and Vice-President), shared their challenges
to Council. Carl urged current Council members to already start thinking about
candidates for Council Presidency and Vice-Presidency in 2018-19, rather than waiting
until the “eleventh hour” nominations and elections at the June meeting. Don also
stressed the importance of there being at least one Council member committing to
attending parish Finance Committee meetings as a liaison for Council.
Becca Veys, who is a Contemporary Choir member, has agreed to replace Marlyn
Steury as Recording Secretary for Council. Becca will start this position in September,
after Marlyn will have completed her eleventh year as Recording Secretary in June.
PARISH MINISTRY CENSUS – NEW AD HOC COMMITTEE FORMATION: Following
Julie Lomax’ having gathered submitted information on SMMP’s current ministry groups
and putting this into a spreadsheet, it was noted that further study and analysis needs to
be done about this information. Council recommends the formation of a new Ad Hoc
committee for this. Included in its tasks are the following: noting trends and any ministry
overlap; assessing ministry groups’ overall strength and health; and noting any needed
intervention required by existing ministry groups. In addition, a second step would
include conducting a parish-wide survey to assess the need and interest for any new
ministries. Council members expressing interest in serving on this Ad Hoc committee
include: Julie Lomax; Mary Oliphant; Peggy Soeldner; and Carrie Tilton. Guest staff
member Jill Mizen also expressed an interest in helping with this.
COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR – UPDATE: Carl updated Council that, through
very recent phone screening of new candidates, five good candidates have been
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identified for this part-time position. He reported that the interview process is now being
reopened for this position, with candidates presenting good skill sets and energy.
According to Fr. Paul, a donor has agreed to cover the part-time salary for a
Communications Coordinator for up to a five-year period.
JUNE MEETING – HOST HOUSE REQUEST: As Carl and his wife Ingrid have hosted
the June 2017 Council meeting and end-of-year dinner at their home (as well as the
Parish Leadership Kick-off Dinner Gatherings in August 2016 and 2017), he asked if
anyone else would like to offer their home for the June 2018 Council meeting and endof-year dinner. If so, he requested being contacted about this within the next two
weeks. Otherwise, this will again be at his house on 6/05/18. Carl will send out more
information about the June meeting shortly.
THANK-YOU NOTES FROM COUNCIL: Mary Oliphant proposed that Council continue
to express their gratitude to specific individuals and groups by sending a group thankyou note – these cards can be signed at the start of each of the Council’s upcoming
monthly meetings. She identified a couple of individuals for whom Council could
specially thank by written note at the June meeting. Council expressed much interest in
doing this.
“WHAT ARE WE HEARING FROM PARISHIONERS?” – DISCUSSION:


It was requested that the “emergency exit only” message be somewhat less
offensively “softened” on the rather fragile stained glass door in the church. It
has sometimes been used by a disabled parishioner and has been a helpful
exit.



One of the parishioners, whose home and yard was an “April in Parish” Men’s
Club work project site, expressed much gratitude for this help.



The late Bill Newman will be greatly missed by many. He was a wonderful
resource to the parish .



It was recommended that SMMP’s electric sign might include some interesting
and thought-providing phrases or sayings whenever there is a “low
announcement” week. Ed Flavin at the Diocesan office can help furnish ideas
for such phrases or sayings to be used for this sign.



Carrie Tilton’s parents, who have attended a few special liturgies at SMMP,
“can’t wait” to attend Mass here again.



Council and other ministry groups were reminded to not store any unsecured
alcohol (including wine) on the church premises.



Council complimented Fr. Paul on his recent good homilies and on the music
ministries.
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OTHER:


The new 2018 Parish Directory has about 2746 parishioner households listed in
it.



The Men’s Club will be spreading many cubic yards of mulch on the church
grounds on Saturday, with all work needing to be finished and cleaned up before
a 2 p.m. wedding.

FINAL “WHIP” AROUND: Comments included:






“Good meeting.”
“Proud of tonight’s consensus.”
“Welcome, Ladies.”
“Good conversation.”
“Productive meeting.”

CLOSING PRAYER: Sam Schroeder offered a closing prayer. Following this, the
meeting ended at 9:15 p.m.
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, June 5, 2018, starting at 7:00 p.m. Carl
will send out information shortly about the meeting location.
Opening/Closing Prayer: Julie Lomax
Refreshments (June): Julie Lomax
Respectfully submitted,
Marlyn Ligner Steury
Recording Secretary
****************************************************************************************************
MINUTES
St. Margaret Mary
Finance Committee Meeting
Wednesday, March 21, 2018
7:30PM
Room: Staff meeting room


Present: Mike, Henry, Helen, Mary, Jeff



Absent: Sue



Opening prayer and/or finance-related scripture reading – Henry
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Approval of February minutes
o Approved by acclamation though Mike pointed out that in my February notes, the
3rd bullet point under admin committee news (concerning divvying up the
collections audit and counting) didn’t belong there.



Review of contributions/financials – Mike
o Mike pointed out that during lent, we get more contributions than other times
during the year and the budget reflects that.
o We are still reflecting a $32,000 deficit but the PC thinks we will break even
when we go over in collections, which we see from week 31 on. This increase is
possibly sustainable?
o In reviewing January reports, Mike said there were no surprised there, most
commissions are under budget.



Admin committee news – Mike
o Mike said the admin committee didn’t meet and won’t meet again until May, so
nothing new to report here.



Men’s Club Audit
o Helen said she would check with Jeff Krebs on availability to do the audit and
will let Jeff know.



Long Range Planning
o Mike said he still has to produce budgets, which he will do.
o We’ve hired an Art & Environment person, which is a part time position that will
start April 1.
o The Communications director has not been hired yet and the hiring is not close.
Hopefully an offer will be made and accepted so that numbers can be added to the
budget; otherwise, we’ll have to estimate what the position will be paid, but Mike
said there is still time. The Diocese gave a June 1 deadline for completing the
budget.



New business
o We discussed the $20,000 donation and the donor’s wish to use it on something
tangible. Mary suggested a new statue near the choir area? Helen suggested
flooring? Mike suggested a new box with microphones that plays CDs in the
parish center? He said other groups are also thinking of what to do with the
money and there is no sense of timing.
o We also discussed the financial report from Sacred Heart Church in Palm Desert.
We agreed that the goal of so much communication is education and the hope that
contributions would increase. Mike said before going too far down this path, we
would need to be sure Father Paul was comfortable with what would be revealed.
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o It was pointed out that Sacred Heart Church is more than double the size of
SMMP. They are assessed 18% while we’re assessed 7%. It was thought that
explaining our assessment from the diocese might be a good idea, especially since
it will go up in 3 years because we won’t be paying for the school anymore.
o We came up with some questions that might be worth exploring, with the goal of
education parishioners. Maybe they could be discussed on the web site, rather
than in a long write up like this one? We would like to discuss this further with
Sue at the next meeting. Some of our thoughts were:
 Who is responsible for spending the parish money?
 Where do parish donations to other places go?
 How much money is spent on programs in the parish? Mike said many
groups would have to feel comfortable with this type of disclosure.
 How does the budget process work?
 Where is the parish’s money?
 What’s going on with parish debt? Why is the debt reduction effort in
place?
 What money do we have saved for the future?


Closing prayer – Henry



Opening and closing prayers for April 18 meeting: Mary.
o Mike said the next meeting will be in the staff meeting room. The PC has their
own meeting on 4/18 – a selection meeting. Some members of the PC may still
come to our meeting. A question for Sue: will our next meeting be at 7:30 or 7?
Please let us know. Mike also said the key question at the next meeting will be,
how are collections looking? Guidelines to the commissions was to reduce their
budgets by 10% which equals $22,000. But if collections are good by mid-April,
commissions might make adjustments, or not make cuts. This will also be
discussed at the April meeting.
o Also note that Jeff volunteered to lead opening and closing prayers for May 16
meeting.

Submitted by Mike Prus
****************************************************************************************************
AGENDA
St. Margaret Mary
Finance Committee Meeting
Wednesday, April 18, 2018
7:30PM
Room: Staff Meeting Room
 Present:


Absent:
9



Opening Prayer and/or Finance-related Scripture reading – Mary



Approval of March minutes



Review of contributions /financials – Mike/Sue



Long Range Planning/Budget



Admin Committee News – Mike & Sue



Men’s Club Audit



Internal SMM Audit
o
o
o
o

Received 5PM Mass Collection audit from Henry
Counting – to be completed on April 16, 2018
Schedule Other Masses
Schedule Payables and Payroll



Financial Report for Fiscal Year End
o Continue discussion on providing additional information at year end



New members and leadership opportunities



New business



Closing Prayer – Mary
SM FC Meeting Times
Wednesday, May 16, 2018
Wednesday, June 20, 2018

Submitted by Mike Prus
****************************************************************************************************
Christian Education Commission (CEC)
April 2018
Ministry Reports
CEC
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CEC will host a RE/Youth Ministry Registration Fair on Sunday, May 6 in the Upper Room from
7:30 – 1:30. Families can come pick up their registration packets and learn about opportunities
at SMMP.
Religious Education – K to 5th Grade – Sue Davey
Seventy-nine children received First Communion this year.
Classes end the week of April 30th.
So far we have twelve catechists have agreed to return next year.
Youth Ministry – Jr. High and High School – Dan Lawler
Most of our time in April was spent interviewing confirmation candidates. Our reflections
throughout and after the interviews align with what we know about this generation, families, and
practices. The young people who had more involved and habitually practicing families
demonstrated a stronger personal prayer life, connection to the life of the parish, and more
developed understanding of and relationship with God. We will continue to explore ways to
encourage parents to model prayer, involvement in the church, and a healthy relationship with
God.
We ended our year with our Junior High students the second to last week of April with
reflections on what they learned and closed the year in prayer. We will be reviewing the year
with catechists, especially in regard to the new additions to our curriculum.
We had our final confirmation preparation meeting at the end of April. Our sophomore meeting
included a panel discussion with representatives from Christian Education, Christian Worship,
and Christian Service commissions. We invited the sophomores to share their interest in
different ministries in the parish following confirmation.
Confirmation will be celebrated on Friday, May 4th at 7 pm with Fr. Paul presiding. We will be
confirming 70 candidates total with some additions from surrounding parishes. We are
especially grateful for all of our staff and volunteers who helped us to celebrate this sacrament
with our families.
We have at least 20 teens and 5 adults who have signed up for summer service trips with
Young Neighbors In Action. A small group will head to Detroit, MI the week of June 24th30th and a larger group will be going to Buffalo, NY the week of July 15th-21st. We will be
fundraising over the next couple months for these trips. Lou Malnati’s fundraiser on Monday,
May 7: 11:00 am – 11:00 pm mention SMMP Youth Ministry service trip.
The Peer Ministry leaders are hosting the 3rd annual Grill N Chill on Monday, May 14th for all
high schoolers with the hope that they will consider joining Peer Ministry next year. We will have
food, outdoor games, fire, and dessert.
We have invited all high school graduating seniors for a special blessing at Mass and reception
on Sunday, May 20th at 12 pm.
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Our Echo apprentice, Caitlin, will end her year with us on May 23rd to continue her studies at
Notre Dame. She will return on August 20th.
Adult Faith Formation – S. Madelyn
BIBLE STUDY- Sr. Marianne is composing the study guide for our study of Galatians a nd
Romans
SATURDAY MORNING LIVE: The planning committee has met twice to determine
topics. Three speakers have accepted our invitation to be presenters.
EVENING ENRICHMENT : Committee has not yet met to determine topics.
MORNING ENRICHMENT: Committee has met twice to discern their topics for 2018-19. We
are proud to announce that author Judith Valente will be with us on September 12 to speak
about “What the Rule of St. Benedict Teaches Us About Happiness, Meaning, and Community.”
Dr. Scott Kolbaba will give a presentation on May 2nd…’Medicine, Miracles, and Messages.’ All
are invited to this faith enriching presentation.
RETREATS: ‘Adventures in Contemplation’ concluded its formal study of The Cloud of
Unknowing on April 22. We plan to enjoy a Day of Reflection at Morton Arboretum - May 11th.
Participants are asking for a continued study of Contemplation. The planning committee will
meet on May 23 to make plans for the Fall.
The sequel to Women’s CRHP is titled “Women’s CRHP…Journey On.” It will consist of
quarterly Evenings of Reflection. The first Evening of Reflection (6:30-8:30 pm) will be held in
the Upper Room on April 29th. Kate DeVries will be our speaker with her topic being…”Renew
Us….Again!” Opportunities for quiet reflection will also be part of the evening. All women who
have made CRHP are invited. To date 50 are registered.
Dates for the 2019 retreats are February 1-3 for women; March 1-3 for men. Theme TBA
Twenty-eight are registered for the Day of Quiet to be held at St. Procopius Abbey. Theme: Holy
Spirit, Holy Gifts.
RCIA: Max Leichtman was baptized, confirmed and received his First Communion at the Easter
Vigil. Max appreciated the sense of warm welcome extended by our SMM parishioners.
To date we have two people interested in the RCIA class that started April 25th.
SMALL GROUP: Women’s Café focused on ‘Planting Seeds of Faith’ at its April 20th session
Approximately 25 attended.
OTHER: I will assist with the discernment of Pastoral Council members.
All Saints Catholic Academy
No report
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Reports compiled and submitted by Julie Lomax
****************************************************************************************************
Christian Service Commission
Monthly Report to Parish Council
May 1, 2018
Bereavement: Our Ministry did not meet in April. There is nothing to report.
(Submitted by Patti McGehee)

Blood Drive:


The Knights hosted the blood donor sign-ups after all the Masses on the weekend of 3/24/18 &
3/25/18 and on the weekend of 4/7/18 & 4/8/18.
 Knights contacted all former donors by phone to ask them to sign up.
 The Knights helped Heartland Blood Center with the Blood Drive on Saturday morning April 14,
2018 in the Parish Center. There was a total of 58 pints of blood donated from the 68 donors that
showed up including 15 walk-ins.
(Submitted by Dan Patt on behalf of the Knights of Columbus)

Boy Scouts (Troop 507):




We welcomed 9 new scouts into our troop in March 2018 bringing our scout total to 67 scouts.
Scouts will begin outdoor camping again with a trip the Kankakee River State Park April 20-22
The annual Pancake Breakfast will be on Sunday, June 3, 8:30am-noon. Discounted advance
tickets will be sold after masses in May.
 Eagle Scout candidate Peter Vaikutis will be building an outdoor stone fire pit in the courtyard in
May for his Eagle service project.
(Submitted by Ramona Vaikutis)

Charitable Contributions: The Charitable Contributions Committee had its last meeting in December
2017. There is no news to report at this time.
(Submitted by Pam Cieslak)

Christmas Giving Tree: Nothing to report
(Submitted by Tom Cordaro)

Comfort Care Ministry (Funeral Luncheons, Emergency Meals): Nothing new to report
(Submitted by Kathy Kalina)

Cub Scouts (Pack 507):
Cub Master - Tim Tilton
Committee Chairman - Brian Burgner
May Activities:
th
 Spring rocket launch – May 6
 Monthly Hike
th
 Final Pack Meeting of the (school) year – Advancement – May 17
April Activities:
 Monthly Pack Meeting, Spring Round Up (recruiting) – April 19th
 Camp Tecumseh Overnight – April 28-29th
(Submitted by Tim Tilton)

Daybreak Transitional Housing:
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Daybreak is designing updates on our individual families to be put in our parish bulletins. We felt the
parishioners should be kept up to date on the progress of our families as well as making the parishioners
aware of any special needs a particular family might have. These are your families too, and we felt that
you should be included in following them through the program although some personal information will be
withheld due to confidentiality requirements.
(Submitted by Pat McAuliffe)

Knights of Columbus:





Knights provided assistance along with members of the Parish to the Deacons with the Baptisms.
Knights volunteered at Loaves and Fishes on Thursday April 12th and Saturday April 14th.
th
Knights provided gifts of Rosaries to the First Communicants on April 14 , 15th and April 22nd.
Knights helped with Hospitality Sunday on April 15th along with Parish members and members of
the Men’s Club.
 Knights helped with the clean-up and dirty laundry collection at PADS and delivery to the Edward
Hospital Laundry on Friday April 20th.
 Knights held their monthly social and business meeting with 18 members attending on Thursday
April 26th. Four new members have joined since our March Open House.
 Knights volunteered at the Special Olympics Spring Games Track Meet at Marmion Academy in
Aurora on Sunday April 29th.
 Knights hosted the Last Sunday of the Month Family Rosary Prayer Service after the 12 Noon
Mass in the Chapel on the April 29th with members of the Legion of Mary. All Parish members
are welcome.
(Submitted by Dan Patt)

Men’s Club:
5/5/2018
5/11/2018
5/12/2018
5/15/2018
5/18/2018
9/9/2018

Mulch Day
Spring Golf Outing
Loaves and Fishes
Spring Golf Outing
Card Night
Picnic

The Mens Club April In PARISH Project was held on April 7 and 21. Four homes were serviced this year.
The men who volunteered painted inside and outside. At one home the flower and bush areas were
covered with 10 yards of wood chips. A total of 15 men participated with over 100 hours of time spent at
these homes. The owners were quite pleased with the work that was done.
Family Fun Night on April 21 was well attended by over 110 people. The families and their children
participated in many games, danced as the DJ played music and were supplied with drinks and food.
Many compliments were received about what a wonderful time they had with their children.
On May 5, 2018 members of the Mens Club will spread mulch around the various areas at SMMP. We
are fortunate to have men that have equipment to help this project.
Spring Golf Outing - May 11, 2018-Members of the Mens Club and friends will spend the day at the first
golf outing of the year, a second outing in the Fall is also being planned.
Loaves and Fishes - May 12, 2018 members will again be helping out in two shifts.
Card night - May 18, 2018
Planning for the September 9, 2018 Parish Picnic is underway. The picnic committee held its first meeting
in April. Pray for good weather for the picnic.
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Our next monthly meeting is May 15 in the parish center. All men of the parish are invited. You will enjoy
a delicious dinner and have some refreshments. All you have to do is send me an email at
tz2627@att.net and in the subject put “Mens Club”
(Submitted by Tom Zakosek, upcoming dates shared by David Schwartz)
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Military Ministry:
MEMORIAL DAY EVENT
We are all set for our Sunday, May 20th event featuring two presenters from Naperville Responds. Their
intent is to focus on what NR can do to help veterans & their families. Additionally, we will be collecting all
types of unused greeting cards that will be given to deployed troops to use for their own families &
friends. There will be two containers (one at each church entrance) from Friday through the noon mass
on Sunday. We will be giving these to OSOT to disperse.
PHOTO BOARD UPDATE
We have taken down our photo board. All photos that were given to us to display have been returned to
their families. We will be utilizing part of the Christian Service Commission’s bulletin board in the Parish
Center & will be updating it monthly with different topics.
(Submitted by Candy Rice)

Nursery:
A new coordinator is needed for the Sunday Nursery (i.e. 10am mass), by August. Tom Cordaro has
mailed letters to families who use the Sunday Nursery regularly. Signs have been posted, Cia is handing
out small inserts to families as they come to the Nursery and advertisements will be placed in the bulletin
the last 3 weeks of May.
(Submitted by Carrie Tilton)

Pastoral Care: No report
(Fred Straub)

Peace & Justice Advisory Working Group:
Our final parish social mission week took place April 2-7. This included an adult formation program
offered on April 4th entitled, "Why are our Bishops Urging Congress to Protect Food Stamp Funding? Do I
have to agree?" The event was attended by 12 people, most of them were in favor of the advocacy.
Because of this, our committee decided to publish an excerpt of the presentation in the bulletin under the
title, "Catholic Political Engagement & Social Teaching: Can Catholics in Good Faith Disagree About Its
Application?" This will run in the May 5/6 bulletin. Our advocacy to protect food stamp funding was well
supported. We collected 302 signed postcards.
EARTH CARE GROUP: Our committee commemorated Earth Day (April 22nd) by creating a display in
the lobby, publishing bulletin inserts, submitting prayers of the faithful; and showing a video statement
from Pope Francis after the 8 and 10 am Masses. We had a total of 60 people attend.
REFUGEE SUPPORT GROUP: Our committee is in the process of making plans for World
Refugee Sunday on the June 23/24 weekend. We will probably include bulletin inserts, special prayers of
the faithful and show a short video after all Masses.
(Submitted by Tom Cordaro)

Pro-L.I.F.E. Committee:
We are working with the Knights on the diaper drop event. I'll supply the crib to hold the diapers.
(Submitted by Mary Ann Cronauer)

St. Vincent de Paul:
Activity has been light but we continue to help needy folks in our parish area. Funds are in good shape
presently. Have created a small monthly "ad" item to be run 3rd weekend of every month. This item has
multi-prong purpose: 1) raise awareness, 2) solicit volunteers & funds, 3) make folks aware they can
come to SVdP for help.
(Submitted by Mark Oliphant)

September Club: The September Club did not meet in April.
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(Submitted by Ann Patt)

Sharing Parish:
Applications are being received for tuition assistance for the 2018-2019 academic year.
The Scholarship Fund Garage Sale will be held in the Parish Center on Friday, June 29th and Saturday,
June 30th (Discount Day). Clean saleable donations in good condition will be accepted from Saturday,
June 23rd through Wednesday, June 27th. Volunteer sign-up will be held after Masses the weekends of
June 16/17 and June 23/24. There is a job for everyone!
(Submitted by Martha Rose)

Reports compiled and submitted by Carrie Tilton
****************************************************************************************************

St. Margaret Mary Christian Worship Commission
Meeting Minutes
April 26, 2018 – 6:00-7:30 p.m.

St. Margaret Mary Christian Worship Commission Meeting
[Pick the date]

6:00 pm to 7:30 pm
Room 12
Meeting called by: marly
Attendees:
Ministry
Altar Servers
Art & Environment
Baptism Assistants
Bread Bakers
CWC Representative on PC
Eucharistic Ministers
Family Altar Servers
Greeters
Greeters
Lectors
Linen Launderers
Liturgy Coordinator
Music Ministry
Sacristans

Duration

Name
Deacon Ken Miles
Jill Mizen
Bob Presnak
Brigid Harren
Brian Pelz
Felicia Egan
Mary Oliphant
Gus Fischer
Mark Marsaglia
Terry Wagner
Loretta Mercadante
Deacon Ken Miles
John Schlaman
Barb Ryan

Attended
Y
N
Y
N
Y
N
N
Y
N
N
N
Y
Y
Y

Topic

Lead

2

Opening Prayer

Barb

3

Welcome A&E Coordinator Jill Mizen

Brian

5

CWC Representative for next 3-year term

Brian

5

Ministry Lead 3 Year Term Limits

All

17

4

Substantial Bread Procedure Review1

Brian

2018 Lent, Holy Week, Easter Assessment2

All

5

SMMP Calling for 2018 – 20213

Brian

4

Pentecost – using the torch

Ken

4

Feast of the Body & Blood of Christ 6/3 – baked bread all masses

Ken

4

Straightening of song books/prayer cards in pews. - update

Terry

4

Gift of flowers to the parents of each child getting baptized4 - update

Bob

4

Continue publishing baptism families in the bulletin - update

Bob

2

Recruitment – Sunday April 29 10:00 AM (Chosen) 5

Brian

2

Communion Distribution Procedures6 - update

Brian

2

Gift Bearer Signup 7 - update

Brian

5

2018-2019 Budget

Brian

5

Provide 2018-2019 Mass & Service Schedule for the year for CWC

Ken

1

SMMP Document Repository

Brian

6

Ministry Reports & Updates **

All

6

New Business

All

2

Closing Prayer

Barb

15

88

Agenda Discussion
1.
2.
3.

4.

5.

6.

Opening Prayer
 Barb opened the meeting with an opening prayer at 6:07.
Welcome A&E Coordinator Jill Mizen
 Welcomed Jill to St. Margaret Mary and the CWC team.
CWC Representative for next 3-year term
 After a search for a CWC representative successor, and after a couple of respectfully declined
nominations, Brian Pelz was nominated and confirmed with consensus to a second term as the CWC
representative for the next three years.
Ministry Lead 3 Year Term Limits
 Barb Ryan has served beyond the three-year term limit as Sacristan ministry coordinator and is currently
recruiting for a successor.
 Terry Wagner has served beyond the three-year term limit as Lector ministry coordinator and is currently
recruiting for a successor.
 Gus Fischer has served beyond the three-year term limit as Greeter ministry coordinator and is currently
recruiting for a successor.
 Identify and record the starting dates for all ministry coordinators.
 Per the CWC by-laws, approval is required from the CWC and Fr. Paul for extending the coordinator
position beyond one three-year term.
Substantial Bread Procedure Review1
 Discussion clarifying substantial bread storage, cutting and preparation procedures for Holy Thursday
and Good Friday.
 Discussed the option of using biodegradable plastic bags or reusable containers for storing the
substantial bread.
2018 Lent, Holy Week, Easter Assessment2
 Extended the compliments from Pastoral Council and Fr Paul for the liturgies during Holy Week and
Easter.
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7.
8.

9.

10.

11.
12.
13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

John Schlaman had turned on the speakers in the chapel for Easter. Incorporating this task into the
planning documentation for Easter, Christmas, First Communions and Confirmations.
 Include in the notes that on Holy Thursday, PADS uses the Parish Center on Thursday evening, therefore
rooms 4 and 5 are not available for choir practice before the Holy Thursday service.
 Jill Mizen is preparing the A&E calendar dates and times for 2018-2019 to be sent to Mike Prus to include
in the Parish scheduling calendar.
 The new process with the palms worked well on Palm Sunday and the number purchased was adequate.
 Discussed reintroducing the liturgy facilitator role for the Easter and Christmas liturgies, as well as other
liturgies based on need.
SMMP Calling for 2018 – 20193
Pentecost – using the torch
 The torch will be used on Pentecost. Sacristans will purchase extra oil for the torch and consider
the logistics of placement, lighting, and extinguishing for the liturgies.
 Will use the pole and the flame to proclaim the Word.
 The sequence will be used at 8:00. Announce to the congregation that the sequence is in Gather
Comprehensive.
Feast of the Body & Blood of Christ 6/3
 Baked bread will be used at all masses
 This will be the last Sunday of baked bread until after summer.
Straightening of song books/prayer cards in pews. – update
 Janene Parisi’s daughter has volunteered to straighten and evenly distribute the hymnals in the pews.
She will also straighten and distribute the pew cards and replace tattered cards with new ones as
needed.
 Ken has a supply of about 200 cards that can be used.
Gift of flowers to the parents of each child getting baptized 4 – update
 Bob is coordinating this effort with the parish office staff.
Continue publishing baptism families in the bulletin – update
 Bob is coordinating this effort with Carol, to publish once a month.
Recruitment – Sunday April 29 10:00 AM (Chosen) 5
 Becca Veys from the Contemporary Choir presented for CWC to the teens at the Chosen meeting on
April 29, relating the positive effect that being involved in ministries has had on her life.
 Brian will coordinate with Sr. Madelyn to have CWC participate in the SMM Ministry Weekend on May
th
th
19 and 20 .
Communion Distribution Procedures – update
 Things are going well
 Felicia took the lead on coordinating the distribution procedures for First Communions. Things went
well.
 For First Communion, the Greeters have a difficult job of keeping enough First Communicants in line so
that the presider does not have to wait, but also not having too many in line where the First
Communicants are waiting. Gus will establish and communicate the procedures with the greeters.
 Joan Noonan made indicators for the secondary EM stations to replace the tape.
Gift Bearer Signup 6 – update
 Discussed using Sign Up Genius, as it has become an industry standard. Brian will reach out to Terry to
discuss.
2018-2019 Budget
 The Pastoral Council, the Stewardship committee and the Finance committee had indicated that the
parish had responded to the Parish Appeal and the current financial outlook is looking good. Currently,
there are no proposed cuts across the CWC budgets. Thank you to Stewardship Committee and the
Pastoral Council for their efforts.
Provide 2018-2019 Mass & Service Schedule for the year for CWC
 Ken has distributed this working document which the ministries can use to begin planning for the 20182019 liturgical year.
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18. SMMP Document Repository
 Template directory design created, but no other updates.
19. Ministry Reports & Updates
 Greeters preparing for Confirmation
 Jill has submitted the dates for A&E setup and takedown for Confirmation.
 Fr. Paul will preside, and Terry Taylor will be the deacon for Confirmation on May 4.
 Bishop Conlon will be visiting later in the year.
20. New Business
 The readings for May 13 will be Ascension and not the Seventh Sunday of Easter
 There will be a noon mass during the summer
 Eucharistic Minister reflection day will be held on Saturday, September 15, 2018.
 Ken is working on turning the new parish calling into a prayer.
 Bishop Conlon plans to visit the parish November 17-18, 2018
o The staff has submitted agenda ideas
o Parish Council has submitted agenda ideas
o Have yet to determine which masses he will do.
o The bishop will talk after all of the masses.
o That Sunday will be a hospitality Sunday.
21. Closing Prayer
 Barb offered the closing prayer at 7:34

Submitted by Brian Pelz
****************************************************************************************************

Christian Worship Commission
Monthly Report to Parish Council
May 2018
Open Items:
 Review and improve the process of establishing Gift Bearers
CWC Chair:
 There was a CWC meeting held on April 26 at 6:00 PM – 7:30 PM in room 12.
 See “CWC Meeting Minutes 20180426 v1.docx”
Youth Altar Servers:
 Nothing to report
Family Altar Servers:
 Nothing to report
Art & Environment:
 Jill has submitted the scheduling dates for A&E setup and takedown for Confirmation.
Baptisms:
 Family baptism photos are again being published in the bulletin.
 Bob is working with the office staff to obtain corsages and/or boutonnières for the parents. This cost has
been included in the Baptism budget line item.
 At least two baptism volunteers will be leaving in May. A bulletin article has been published to recruit
more members.
Bread Bakers:
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Nothing to report

Eucharistic Ministers:
 Felicia has been observing the EMs and assisting the EMs with positioning at the secondary EM stations.
 Felicia reached out to all the EMs in February for feedback on why they were EMs, feelings about current
sign up, and any improvements that could be made for the ministry. 26 people responded by email plus I
spoke directly with many others. In summary, the EMs who replied said they volunteered because they
wanted to help and they continue because the ministry has a deep connection to their faith; the current sign
up process is fine but they could be more active in signing up/signing in; suggestions for improvements
included updated training handout to existing EMs and having a talk/reflection about the
history/importance of Eucharistic Ministry.
 Also, in February, Felicia spoke at the 12 Noon Mass about the need for EMs at that Mass and to
volunteer. Three people followed up.
 In March, fourteen people were trained to be EMs, including the three from the 12 Noon Mass talk.
 Joan Noonan made indicators for the secondary EM stations to replace the tape. Joan's indicators are taped
down (not permanent)
 In April, Deacon Ken and Felicia met to review the survey feedback and plan a morning of reflection for
the EMs. The reflection will be in September
 In May, the EMs will be sent an updated version of the training handout with a summary of the responses
to the feedback, and a save the date/invitation to the morning of reflection.
Greeters:
 Greeters preparing for Confirmation
Lectors:
 The summer lector schedule was released. Hoping to add a few more young lectors after Chosen class is
presented to, and then after the Ministry Fair
 Gift bearers - Terry will look at changing signups to SignUp Genius in the next few weeks
Linen Launders:
 Nothing to report
Liturgy Development:
 Fr. Paul will preside, and Terry Taylor will be the deacon for Confirmation on May 4.
 Bishop Conlon will be visiting later in the year.
 Pentecost:
o The torch will be used on Pentecost. Sacristans will purchase extra oil for the torch and consider
the logistics of placement, lighting, and extinguishing for the liturgies.
o Will use the pole and the flame to proclaim the Word.
o The sequence will be used at 8:00. Announce to the congregation that the sequence is in Gather
Comprehensive.
 Feast of the Body & Blood of Christ 6/3
o Baked bread will be used at all masses
o This will be the last Sunday of baked bread until after summer.
Music:
 New sound system on the horizon, the cost of which will be covered by the donations of a few generous
parishioners.
Sacristans:
 Nothing to report
Gift Bearers:
 Terry will look at changing signups to SignUp Genius in the next few weeks
 The current link: https://www.smmp.com/worship/gift_bearer_signup.php
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Submitted by Brian Pelz
************************************************************************************************
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