St. Margaret Mary Parish, Naperville, IL
Pastoral Council Minutes
September 5, 2017
Council Members Present: Jim Chitwood, Tom Cordaro, Fr. Paul Hottinger,
Julie Lomax, Brian Pelz, Sam Schroeder, Dave Schwartz, Kristen Slevnik,
Peggy Soeldner, Carrie Tilton, Carl Van Dril, Don Wenig
Council Members Absent: None
Parish Leadership Members Present: Sr. Madelyn Gould, Adrian Jaworski,
Deacon Terry Taylor
OPENING AND WELCOME: Council President Carl Van Dril called the meeting to
order at 7:04 p.m. in the Upper Room, followed by his offering an opening prayer. He
then welcomed Council Members Dave Schwartz and Peggy Soeldner (new At-Large
Representatives), along with Kristen Slevnik and Sam Schroeder (new Youth
Representatives), to their first Council meeting for 2017-18.
Carl also welcomed Parish Leadership Members, who were in attendance tonight for
continued work as part of the Parish Leadership Community on “Year One”
Discernment. He noted that, following the hour-long time allotted to the Leadership
Community’s “Year One” Discernment Work, that there was also a very full meeting
agenda ahead, with time allotments only allowing for very short discussion.
LEADERSHIP COMMUNITY WORK – ‘YEAR ONE” DISCERNMENT: As it begins a
new cycle of discernment to better understand our God-given calling in these changing
times, Tom Cordaro led the Leadership Community in an hour-long workshop. This was
in continuation of the Parish Leadership Community’s Workshop Day held on 8/19/17.
Tonight’s participants met in small groups, discussing how the assigned readings on
Cultural Resources reflected the Signs of the Times within our community and nation.
These pre-assigned readings included eight articles from The Primary Reading List and
three articles from the Supplemental Reading List, as provided by Tom in advance
within a document link
Prior to tonight’s meeting, the Parish Leadership Community gathered on 8/19/17 to
prayerfully reflect upon the 72 interviews and online surveys conducted with
parishioners in Spring 2017 to better understand their hopes and concerns for
themselves, our local community, nation, and world. After reflecting on the parishioner
input, the Leadership Community identified some Signs of the Times that will become
the focus of their discernment going forward.
At tonight’s meeting, the small groups discussed whether or not these Cultural
Resource articles accurately confirmed the Signs of the Times noted within the
Naperville/Lisle community and in our world. In general, the participants agreed that the
assigned reading material generally supported the Signs of the Times, although they
noted some exceptions. As based upon this, the Leadership Community also identified
questions to guide their continued study of resources from our Catholic tradition.
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Tom will write up the first draft summary about tonight’s work and will send it out to the
Leadership Community tomorrow, seeking their additional input ASAP. He will then
submit a final follow-up report early next week on tonight’s meeting for inclusion in the
parish bulletin/ website/ social media (9/17/17). In addition, Tom will send responses
received from the 33 parishioners who participated in the recent online survey, with his
noting that the majority agreed that the Signs of the Times were accurately discerned by
Parish Leadership Community.
On 9/21/17, Tom will send out Catholic Tradition Resources to be read and studied prior
to the 10/3/17 meeting. On 9/23-24, a special Discernment Announcement will be read
at the Masses, with a Question/Answer period with coffee and cookies to be offered in
the Upper Room after the Masses. Leadership Community members will help facilitate
small-group discussions with parishioners after the Masses on 9/23-24, as follows:





After the 5:00 p.m. Mass: Mary and Don
After the 8:00 a.m. Mass: Carl and Brian
After the 10:00 a.m. Mass: Carl and Peggy
After the 12:00 p.m. Mass: Carl and Carrie

The Parish Leadership Community will continue its “Year One” Discernment Work
during the first hour of the October and November Council meetings in a similar fashion
as tonight’s format.
Following this, there was a break from 8:10-8:15 p.m., with refreshments furnished by
Carl Van Dril. Parishioner Leadership Members were invited to join Council for these, as
well as optionally stay for the rest of tonight’s meeting.
Prior to tonight’s meeting, Council members individually signed up by month to lead
opening/ closing prayer and provide refreshments per meeting. The ease of their doing
this online through SignUpGenius.com was duly noted.
APPROVAL OF JUNE 2017 MEETING MINUTES:
Julie Lomax moved to approve the minutes from June 6, 2017, with Don Wenig
seconding, and the Council approving these. The minutes, along with Commission
reports, will now be posted onto the Council’s web page. Outgoing Council Secretary
Jim Chitwood will provide a summary of these for the parish bulletin.
COUNCIL COMMITTEE UPDATES:
Appreciation Dinner: As one of Council’s two main committees (the Appreciation
Dinner and Nominations), the Appreciation Dinner will be headed by both a continuing
and new Council member. Jim Chitwood and Dave Schwartz will head the Appreciation
Dinner Committee for 2017-18.
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Nominations: Similarly, the Nominations Committee will be headed by both a
continuing and new Council member. The new 2017-18 Nominations Committee will be
headed by Mary Oliphant and Peggy Soeldner. Council members are reminded that
their full participation is sought for both the Appreciation Dinner and Nominations.
Council Officers – Secretary: Peggy Soeldner is the new Council Secretary, replacing
Jim Chitwood for 2017-18. She will provide a summary of the Council meeting minutes
for the parish bulletin (for the September thru June).
COMMITTEE UPDATES:
Communications: Carl requested that additional Council members become involved
with this committee, as it currently is comprised of some non-Council members, a
couple of former Council members (Victoria Kosirog and Neil Gorman), and himself.
Continued Council representation is important for this. He will send out more information
about the Communications Committee by email shortly.
Stewardship: Carl requested that additional Council members become involved in the
Stewardship Committee, as both he and Don Wenig will be moving off from this
committee upon completion of their three-year terms on Council for 2017-18. While this
committee is composed of both Council and non-Council members, it is important that
there is some Council participant continuity with Stewardship. Carl will send out more
information about the Stewardship Committee by email shortly.
On 9/26/17, there will be a Planned Giving Information Session at 7 p.m. in the Upper
Room. This session will provide information about additional ways to financially help
SMMP.
In mid-October, SMMP will change from its automated online giving system through
ParishPay to WeShare. Information about this change will be forthcoming in the parish
bulletin. One of the Stewardship Committee’s current goals is to increase parishioner
participation in automated giving to 40%. Carl also noted that there will be a new
automated giving category (“Parish with Heart”) becoming available later this year,
which can be used toward specially identified parish needs.
Either Sue Schroeder or Mike Prus from Finance Committee will provide an update
report on the parish deficit budget at Council’s next meeting in October. In light of this
deficit budget, the Stewardship Committee needs to raise the $32K budget shortfall for
FY2017-18; and Council requested that the Finance Committee closely communicate
with Council throughout 2017-18.
HOSPITALITY/ INFORMATION DESK: Mary Oliphant and Brian Pelz shared update
information about SMMP’s having a permanent Hospitality/ Information Desk. Prior to
tonight’s meeting, Council received photos and information about similar desks
successfully being used by three neighboring parishes (St. Elizabeth Seton, St.
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Raphael, and St. Thomas the Apostle). Two of these three parishes staff these by
volunteers, and the other one is not staffed.
Brian reported that Worship Commission and Liturgy Committee have recently had
good discussions about SMMP’s having a Hospitality/ Information Desk, although its
location in either the Library or Narthex is not yet confirmed. According to Brian, such a
Desk is viewed as a ”win-win” situation, but that one more month of discussions from
two groups within CWC is still needed about this. Subsequent to the desk’s installation,
there will be a need to implement, test, and maintain it for its effective functioning.
SMMP’s BIG DAY OF SERVICE (11/18/17): Julie Lomax and Carrie Tilton shared
plans for a parish-wide Day of Service, also noting how this fits in so well with Christian
Education and Christian Service Commissions’ focus and helps meet parishioner
requests. In addition, this is also scheduled to closely coincide with Pope Francis’ first
World Day of the Poor (11/19/17). Information about SMMP’s Day of Service will appear
in this coming Sunday’s bulletin. They are considering starting the day with optional
Mass at 8:15 a.m. and ending with optional Mass at 5 p.m. Volunteers will be able to
sign up for various part- and full-day assignments through the online SignUp Genius
program. More information about this day will be forthcoming; with Julie and Carrie
requesting their being contacted by email about additional volunteer ideas and
coordinator sign-up.
PARISH PICNIC (9/10/17): Carl reminded Council members to “be a presence” by
participating at the Parish Picnic and to wear their Council member name tags at this.
According to Tom Cordaro, these name tags are in a large envelope inside the
Council’s mailbox in the Parish Center.
COMMISSION REPORTS: Due to tonight’s time constraints, Carl requested that any
discussion remain brief and be confined to any Commission highlights or questions.
Administration: No report received. No representative present.
Christian Worship (CWC): [Saint Margaret Mary Christian Worship Commission
Meeting Minutes – August 31, 2017, 6-7:30 p.m.; Christian Worship Commission
Monthly Report to Parish Council—September 2017; and St. Margaret Mary
Hospitality Desk Discussion were electronically submitted in advance by
Brian Pelz, copies of which are shown hereto. Hospitality/Information Desks in
Neighboring Parishes were electronically submitted in advance by Mary Oliphant
and are shown hereto].
Brian Pelz, CWC Representative, reported that all feedback is good about the new
Mass schedule. Standards for the parish’s new electronic sign are message-focused on
the community.
On 9/17/17, both of SMMP’s choirs will sing at the 10 a.m. Mass at St. Vincent de Paul
Church, Chicago, at the invitation of Fr. Pat McDevitt (former weekend assistant at
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SMMP). It was noted that information be shared about this in the parish bulletin and on
the parish website.
Christian Education (CEC): [Christian Education Report—September 2017 was
electronically submitted in advance by Julie Lomax, a copy of which is shown
hereto].
Julie Lomax, CEC Representative, stated that Religious Education classes and Bible
Study will start next week. She also noted that the first Saturday Morning Live program
for 2017-18 will be on 9/23 [featuring Mark:LeBlanc on “Never Be the Same: The Quest
for Your Life’s Best”].
Christian Service (CSC): [Christian Service Commission Monthly Report to Parish
Council—September 2017 was electronically submitted in advance by Carrie
Tilton, a copy of which is shown hereto].
There were no questions posed to Carrie Tilton, CSC Representative.
“OVERFLOW” AGENDA TOPICS: There was no discussion about the following:
Communications Coordinator Update; “Orphaned” Ministries; the Parish Document
Repository; Pastoral Council Constitution Update; and Volunteer Management/
Recruitment.
Deacon Fred Straub’s Retirement: As an agenda topic continued from April 2017, a
parish celebration for Deacon Fred’s retirement was postponed due to his schedule and
also due to Fr. Pat McDevitt’s farewell reception. As Deacon Fred is still periodically
serving at SMMP, this will remain an open topic for future Council consideration. It was
noted that an update article about Deacon Fred should be included in the parish bulletin
shortly.
OTHER:
New Parish Echo Apprentice: SMMP welcomes Caitlin Sica, who will be serving as
our parish’s new Echo Apprentice, in a two-year graduate program in Theology as
offered through the University of Notre Dame. She will be working with Dan Lawler,
Youth Ministry Director. Council expressed its hopes that she can help provide
assistance with parish communications through social media.
Teen Volunteers: Council encourages utilizing our teen volunteers with good digital
technology and social media strengths to assist with parish communication. Carl
reminded Council to contact Dan Lawler about the need to follow necessary protocols
when contacting and working with teens. It was also suggested that recently confirmed
teens and/or teens needing service hours for Confirmation be contacted about this.
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Parish Videos: The first in a series of parish witness talk videos will be released shortly
through YouTube, with information to be included in the parish bulletin and through
other social media channels. Plans are in place for the release of a new video weekly.
“WHAT ARE WE HEARING FROM PARISHIONERS?” -- DISCUSSION:


Fr. Paul recently heard from a parent of a Lisle Sr. High School teen, who has
some developmental disabilities. The 10 a.m. Sunday liturgies were especially
recommended to them especially for the music, with the parent noting how well
these are meeting the teen’s needs.



Numerous positive comments were received from both parishioner and nonparishioner attendees from the community about the excellence of the recent
Summer Outdoor Concert (8/26/17). There was good attendance, despite some
earlier threatening weather. It was noted how well this annual concert had again
served as a wonderful non-religious outreach to the community (with a tie-in that
such musical excellence could also be experienced in the Sunday Masses).



Fr. Paul noted that the parish is not doing as well as it should in following through
with its recycling efforts at many events.



There was a very good level of “real thought” shown by respondents in the recent
online surveys [about how the Parish Leadership Community identified the Signs
of the Times].



There was good feedback received about the initial Dynamic Catholic Women’s
Café, which was held on a Thursday morning (8/24/17). This included coffee,
snacks, prayer, and some nice decorations. The second one will be held on
9/27/17. Julie Lomax noted that this is being offered thru CEC to offer women’s
fellowship in a low-key setting.

FINAL “WHIP” AROUND: Comments included:









“Good first meeting – am happy to be here.”
“Good meeting – nicely done in 2 parts.”
“Good meeting --- fast order of business.”
“Amazed that we covered so much tonight.”
“Good meeting – we covered a lot.”
“Good meeting – well structured.”
“Good meeting.”
“Good meeting – covered a lot in 1 hour.”

CLOSING: Carl Van Dril offered a closing prayer. The meeting concluded at 9:05 p.m.
The next meeting will be held on October 3, 2017, in the Upper Room, starting at
7:00 p.m.
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Opening/Closing Prayer: Don Wenig
Refreshments: Don Wenig
Respectfully submitted,
Marlyn Ligner Steury
Recording Secretary

St. Margaret Mary Christian Worship Commission
Meeting Minutes
August 31, 2017 – 6 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
6:00 pm to 7:30 pm
Room 12
Meeting called by: marly
Attendees:
Ministry
Altar Servers
Art & Environment
Baptism Assistants
Bread Bakers
CWC Representative on PC
Eucharistic Ministers
Family Altar Servers
Greeters
Greeters
Lectors
Linen Launderers
Liturgy Coordinator
Liturgy Development
Music Ministry
Sacristans

Duration
2
5
5
5
5
5
5

Name
Deacon Ken Miles
Courtney Murtaugh
Tom Zakosek
Brigid Harren
Brian Pelz
Felicia Egan
Mary Oliphant
Gus Fischer
Mark Marsaglia
Terry Wagner
Loretta Mercadante
Deacon Ken Miles
Mary Oliphant
John Schlaman
Barb Ryan

Attended
N
N
N
N
Y
Y
N
Y
N
Y
N
N
N
N
Y

Topic
Opening Prayer
Welcome 1
Revised Sunday Mass Schedule Review
Kickoff Weekend Sep.9 & 10
Substantial Bread Procedures; Baked bread on kickoff Sunday
Sign Up Sunday – Recruitment 2
Communion Distribution Procedures 3

Lead
Brian
All
Ken
Brian
Ken, Mary
Brian
Ken
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5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
10
5
2
89

Buddy Bags
Welcome Table; Large scale approach to Welcoming Parishioners
Narthex cabinet cleanup
Oversight for posters and information displayed 4
Library for children 5
Gift Bearer Signup 6
CWC By-Laws Review & Approval Thanks
Ministry Reports & Updates
New Business
SMMP Document Repository
Closing Prayer

Gus, Mary
Brian
Brian
Brian
Brian
Brian
Brian
All
Brian/All
Brian
Brian

Agenda Discussion
1. Opening Prayer – led by Brian
2. Welcome 1
a. Thank all the ministry leads for their service. Request to extend this appreciation to the
ministers.
b. Encourage leads to take a fresh look at their ministries and their leadership roles and practices.
3. Revised Sunday Mass Schedule Review
a. All good.
4. Kickoff Weekend Sep.9 & 10
a. “Kickoff” weekend is the first weekend back when school has started, RE classes have begun,
liturgy of the word begins and the parish holds its annual picnic. Fr. Paul will do the
announcements and provide a welcome back message to the parish.
5. Substantial Bread Procedures; Baked bread on kickoff Sunday
a. Substantial bread will begin again at 10:00 AM mass on September 10.
b. Where will the substantial bread be stored? Brian followed up with Mary O.
The baked bread will be kept in the credenza, primarily because the vestment sacristy is
locked most of the time, as is the kitchen in the upper room, thus limiting access.
6. Sign Up Sunday – Recruitment 2
a. WIP – see item 2 in the Appendix below
b. Brian to ask Ray Jeffries about having an “Information & Recruitment” table at the picnic.
7. Communion Distribution Procedures 3
a. See item 3 in the Appendix below
b. The EM schedule was distributed and will be revised to accommodate the new procedures
starting September 2nd and 3rd.
c. When choir is present, deacon should first provide bread to the EM to minister to the choir.
Felicia to follow up with Ken.
d. From this discussion, it was suggested that there should be two meetings a year where the
liturgy team and the CWC team meet together. A discussion about communion distribution
procedures lends itself to being more productive with all the ministries involved in the
discussion. This is just an example of where having a combined meeting with Liturgy
Development and CWC would be beneficial.
e. Discussion about how best to regulate the number of EM’s at a mass when someone is
scheduled but has not shown and EM’s come up from the congregation. One parish uses
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8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

wooden crosses that the EM’s hang around their necks. If there are no more wooden crosses,
no additional EM’s are needed for that mass. WIP.
f. Communicate better to the Sacristans when choirs stop and start, to help sacristans better
estimate the size of the masses.
g. Confirmed that the number of EM’s in church for Christmas and Easter does not change. For
Easter, additional EM’s are needed for the mass in the Parish Center. Will verify the needs for
all other special celebrations and holy days.
h. Brian has requested a 2017-2018 calendar from Ken, Terry and Mike Prus. Brian will forward it
to the CWC team.
Buddy Bag
a. The buddy bag was found. Communicated the purpose and location of the buddy bag to the
staff.
Welcome Table; Large scale approach to Welcoming Parishioners
a. A summary of the discussion with Liturgy Development and then separately with CWC are
included in this attachment: SMMP Hospitality Desk Discussion.docx
b. Other parishes: (double click the icon)
Narthex cabinet cleanup
a. Who is responsible for monitoring and cleaning the tops of the credenzas? Mary Straub used to
do it. Who has assumed this responsibility? Can the tops be cleaned up?
Oversight for posters and information displayed 4
a. See Appendix item 4
b. Who is responsible for monitoring, displaying and approving the posters displayed?
c. Brian to follow up.
Library for children 5
a. See Appendix Item 5
b. To date, there have been no requests for books to the greeters at the masses.
Gift Bearer Signup 6
a. See Appendix Item 6
b. Need 4 or 5 people to bring up gifts
c. Could Dan and Sue be engaged to request or require families to sign up?
d. Request that members of the Pastoral Council sign up (Brian)
e. Utilize Sign-Up Genius
CWC By-Laws Review & Approval Thanks
a. CWC By-Laws have been updated. Thank you to the CWC members for their efforts in updating
the CWC By-Laws. Currently finalizing the approvals.
Ministry Reports & Updates
a. EM
 Felicia has requested that there be an extra bag of unblessed wafers available in the
working sacristy
 Will verify the current volunteer list is accurate for proper scheduling
 Training session held on August 26. Planning another one soon.
 Short EM’s for 12:00
 Issues with Constant Contact. Some people not receiving emails.
b. Greeters
 Lost greeters from 7:30 due to the new mass schedule
 Will take census in October
c. Sacristans
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It has been difficult to cover 12:00 mass
Ordering less bread. Getting fairly accurate in the amount ordered for how much is
used during a given week.

d. Lectors
 The schedule has been established through Christmas and distributed.
e. Music
 The SMMP Choirs were invited by Fr. Pat to sing at St. Vincent DePaul on Sunday
September 17 at 10:00 AM mass. Both the Lumen Christi and Contemporary Choir will
be singing at St. Vincent’s on September 17.
16. New Business
a. Request a schedule of masses and events for 2017-2018 from Ken, Terry or Mike. (Brian)
17. SMMP Document Repository
a. WIP
18. Closing Prayer – Brian. Meeting closed at 7:34

Appendix
1. Pope Francis Quote:
“Instead of being just a church that welcomes and receives by keeping the doors open,
let us try also to be a church that finds new roads, that is able to step outside itself and
go to those who do not attend Mass, to those who have quit or are indifferent. The ones
who quit sometimes do it for reasons that, if properly understood and assessed, can lead
to a return. But that takes audacity and courage.”
Pope Francis
2. MINISTRY SUNDAY:
a. Ministry Sunday is advertised in the Sunday bulletins before the event. Council
recommended that the various ministry groups should clearly list their specific volunteer
needs beforehand for which interested volunteers could then sign up vs. having volunteers
indicate their interest for which there might not be any current need. Council also stressed
the importance of ministry groups promptly responding to their new prospective
volunteers, despite the summer months following shortly after Ministry Sunday. While the
Parish Office provides the various ministry groups with names of interested volunteers
obtained through Ministry Sunday, the ministry groups need to provide their own follow-up.
Council Members and especially the Commission Representatives should encourage and
promote good follow-up and feedback from their respective ministry groups.
b. Tom Cordaro noted that “After Mass Sign-Up’s” in the Narthex have been very effective for
some of the Service Ministries, as held at various times throughout the year and announced
beforehand at the respective Sunday Masses. Some of these ministry sign-up’s can be
strategically timed for recruiting volunteers according to an immediate seasonal need.
“After Mass Sign-Up’s” should be scheduled in advance through Mike Prus, Parish Business
Manager.
c. Sign-Up Sunday and Ministry Recruitment Ideas
 Becca reached out to coordinators for Altar Servers, EMs, Greeters, & Lectors
who all presented to the confirmandi. This was a great idea and an effort which
should be perpetuated. Many confirmandi signed up for various ministries,
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showing an interest. Are there other opportunities to reach out to the youth and
young adults of the parish?
There is a need to revitalize the recruitment process for the CWC ministries
There was an agreed preference to focus on recruitment in September when
people are returning from vacations, school is back in session and the parish
ministries and commissions are in full swing.
Christian Service Commission introduces mention of three or four commissions
into a liturgy and will have commission representatives in the narthex after mass,
under posters, with clipboards ready to meet, greet and sign up people after
mass.
Put information and sign-up in the pews?
Establish a web page sign up
More and better advertising: bulletin, web page
Establish and publish training dates.
Remember not to ask for people if your ministry can’t use them.
What do other parishes do?
Continue this discussion via email through the summer to try to have a plan come
September.

3. Communion Distribution Procedures
1. We will only use 10 Communion stations at the 8 AM Mass. (8 EM stations)
2. The first two EMs receiving Communion will take the hosts and wine to the choir
(as usual).
3. Once the choir receives, the host EM will move to the regular spot on main side
aisle.
4. The Wine EM will turn to serve the main side aisle.
5. Greeters will not lead people around the organ for Communion, only down main
side aisle.
The above also means that the 10 AM Mass will be the only one with 12 Communion
Stations and its flow will be as in the past.
There was also discussion on how an EM with hosts can help facilitate Communion
distribution once their line is finished. This will usually happen at the station near the
Baptismal Font. At 10 AM, it could also happen at the station by the choir.
1. If the EM with hosts finishes at the Baptismal Font/Choir location, they should help
distribute to the main side aisle.
2. The EM should move to the front of the pew section adjacent to the main aisle.
3. They should stand by the front pew, about the middle of its length.
4. People will then be able to come to them, as well as the usual Communion
Station.
5. The center pew section more toward the Baptismal Font is done first (usually the
longest line).
Please look these over and see if they make sense to you. The goal, as always, is to
distribute Communion reverently and efficiently.
Also, as an FYI, a bulletin article has been sent to Sue Carroll on the use and
distribution procedures for low-gluten hosts. We plan to run this about twice a year.
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Thanks for any comments or clarifications, Ken
Kenneth J Miles Jr
kjmilesjr@gmail.com
4. Information Display Oversight
a. Oversight for Posters and information that is displayed in the narthex or the library
 Who coordinates or provides oversight as to what is displayed, how it is displayed
and the duration?
 Are there procedures? (cautionary discussion about having too many procedures)
5. Follow up discussion about books in the library for kids
a. Expand the selection in the library (Ask Sue)
b. Greeters to offer as an option for parents w/ children in a situation where a book may
be a helpful option.
c. Labels in the books?
6. Gift Bearer sign-up
a. There is a need to revitalize this process
b. What do other parishes do?
c. In the past, someone would call families and schedule them. Is this an option?
d. Include the request for gift bearers for that mass during the announcements if the
greeters have not yet had any volunteers.

-

Submitted by Brian Pelz

Christian Worship Commission
Monthly Report to Parish Council
September 2017
Open Items:
 CWC By-Laws amendments revisions completed. Final approval pending 3 votes.
 Review and improve the process of establishing Gift Bearers
CWC Chair:
 There was a CWC meeting held on August 31, 2017. See document “CWC Meeting Minutes
20170831 v1.docx”

For full ministry reports, please refer to the “CWC Meeting Minutes 20170831 v1.docx”
document.
Youth Altar Servers:
 See document “CWC Meeting Minutes 20170831 v1.docx”
Family Altar Servers:
 See document “CWC Meeting Minutes 20170831 v1.docx”
Art & Environment:
 See document “CWC Meeting Minutes 20170831 v1.docx”
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Bread Bakers:
 See document “CWC Meeting Minutes 20170831 v1.docx”
Eucharistic Ministers:
 See document “CWC Meeting Minutes 20170831 v1.docx”
Greeters:
 See document “CWC Meeting Minutes 20170831 v1.docx”
Lectors:
 See document “CWC Meeting Minutes 20170831 v1.docx”
Linen Launders:
 See document “CWC Meeting Minutes 20170831 v1.docx”
Liturgy Development:
 See document “CWC Meeting Minutes 20170831 v1.docx”
Music:
 See document “CWC Meeting Minutes 20170831 v1.docx”
Sacristans:
 See document “CWC Meeting Minutes 20170831 v1.docx”
Gift Bearers:
 See document “CWC Meeting Minutes 20170831 v1.docx”

Submitted by Brian Pelz

St. Margaret Mary Hospitality Desk
Welcoming at SMMP:
Look at the big picture of how we can improve our efforts in being a welcoming parish. Look beyond the
hospitality desk:

1. Improve the web site
a. Include better layout and links to commissions, ministries, services and
contacts
b. Include video/audio
c. Include podcasts
2. Meet the needs of our parishioners
a. older parishioner base now? funerals, sacraments
b. Younger generation prefers electronic means of communication. Hospitality
desk to point to appropriate links & e-sites.
3. The information must be current
Hospitality Desk:

1. General feeling is that the hospitality desk is a good idea
2. Provides easy and convenient access of information to the parish and visitors, as
people are at church already for mass.
3. It is important to be welcoming as a parish
4. Concern that it may be used to “sell things” in the future
5. Concern about using it for business, financial transactions
Other Parishes
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6. Learned from other parishes:
a. See the embedded document (double click the icon):
b. The different parish building architectures play a role in where the
hospitality desk is located at each parish
c. See the notes in the embedded document
7. The hospitality desk should be a “resource” desk and not just used for hospitality.
8. A place to register new parishioners
9. People can use the business office during the week or on Saturday for business,
though it may be difficult for working parents
10. People can use the SMMP website for information, though there are areas where
it should be improved.
Location Suggestions:

1. The narthex
a. Is a central and prominent location and would accentuate the importance
the parish places on hospitality
b. The narthex is crowded before and after mass, so it may introduce
inconvenience in accessing the desk.
c. Appropriateness (two trains of thought):
i. The narthex is a social space, a gathering place for the community before and
after worship
ii. The narthex is a sacred space and should not contain a hospitality desk.

d. About 1/3 of the year, the narthex is used for specific purposes. Will this
affect the accessibility, convenience and usefulness of the desk?
e. Make the desk mobile, so it can be moved during weddings and funerals.
f. Possible location is against the wall of the cry room where the chairs used
to be
g. The narthex has tables for other purposes throughout the year.
2. The library
a. is convenient and visual for those using the main entrance. Those using
the other doorways would not see the desk.
3. Extend the church structure:
a. Build a structure over the main entrance, extending the roof and building
to the drive. This would provide an open, protected and welcoming room
with adequate space.
Implementation:

1. The desk should be attended before and after all masses on the weekends. (not
necessarily during)
2. Possible location:
a. In the narthex against the wall of the cry room
b. In the library
c. In the parish center (though events in the parish center may conflict at
times)
3. Important to have the right people attending the desk:
a. Knowledgeable, dependable (follow up on questions)
b. Personable
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c. Not focused on one ministry, commission or agenda
d. At least two people: to rotate shifts and cover for vacations or illness.
e. Provide a stipend for the role?
4. The information must be kept current
Submitted by Brian Pelz
************************************************************************************************

Hospitality/Information Desks in Neighboring
Parishes
St. Elizabeth Seton






Volunteers. It is its own ministry team.
15 mins before mass and until people thin out, after mass. Not during mass.
Saturday evening and Sunday 3 masses.
Registrations taken, questions asked.
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St. Raphael’s




No one typically stands behind the desk
New parishioner sign up done consistently 1st and 3rd Sundays and volunteers
around for that with their own tables.

St. Thomas the Apostle
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This desk is the secondary overflow desk.
Volunteers morning and afternoon weekdays
Separate Volunteer team for Sundays during all 3 masses
She didn’t need computer.
Forms dropped off and questions asked.
Has security cameras on it and telephone.

-Submitted by Mary Oliphant
***************************************************************************************************

Christian Education Commission Report – September 2017
Sr. Madelyn Gould - Adult Ed
To date we have 35 registered for the Adventures in Contemplation group which is an 8 month program
focusing on contemplative prayer.
Women from the CEC initiated 'Women's Cafe," a monthly faith sharing group. Twenty-five participants
attended and gave the first session high praise.
Caitlin Sica has offered to facilitate an Ascension Press Study Group entitled "Momnipotent." This 8 week
study will highlight and give support to the important role of motherhood. The group will meet on
Wednesday evenings from 7:00-8:00 pm during October/November. Watch the bulletin for details.

Sue Davey - Religious Ed
Last spring our Rice Bowl collection totaled only $1,018.
Classes start Monday, September 11th. At this point I have one class without a catechist. Most of the
classes now have a single catechist rather than two co-catechists.
On Saturday, August 26th, RE and Youth Ministry had a combined Catechist/Leader Day. Katie Diltz of
the Notre Dame Echo program did a presentation regarding Building the Kingdom. The program includes
a prayer service. There were two break-out sessions. Katie led one regarding classroom techniques and
Sue led another regarding communication with parents. Twenty-five catechists attended.
Two “New” Catechist workshops were held on August 30th. Nine catechists attended.
Liturgy of the Word for Children resumes on September 10th. Attendance at the 5:00 session was poor so
the program will only be offered during the Sunday, 8 and 10 am. Masses. Jo Ann Jeffreys has agreed to
continue as coordinator.
Catechetical Sunday is September 17th. Deacon Ken Miles will prepare a blessing for the catechists at
the weekend Masses.
A Protecting God’s Children workshop was held on Saturday, September 9th. A second workshop will be
offered on Tuesday, September 20th.
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During the week of September 18th we will be sending information to 2nd and 3rd grade parents
regarding Reconciliation. ASCA will provide contact information for their children involved in sacramental
preparation.

Dan Lawler - Jr High and High School Youth Ministry
This summer we had two service trips with Young Neighbors In Action. We took 19 youth and 5 adults to
Springfield, KY and worked at a Vacation Bible School, Loretto Convent, a rural parish and throughout the
city on special projects. We also had 2 adults and 3 youth go to South Bend, IN where they worked at a
Women's Shelter and Center that helped meet a variety of needs of women and children. They prayed
and learned about Catholic Social Teaching alongside youth and adults from across the country. We'll be
starting our outreach this fall to get our group together for next summer.
We will be participating in the Echo program again for the next two years. Echo is a two-year servicelearning program that offers participants the opportunity to earn an M.A. in Theology from the University
of Notre Dame’s Department of Theology, to serve the Church in parish catechetical leadership or as a
theology teacher in a Catholic school, and to live in an intentional faith community while engaging in
integrative spiritual formation. Echo parish catechetical apprentices engage in leadership in a variety of
parish catechetical ministries, including but not limited to RCIA, Religious Education, Youth Ministry, Adult
Faith Formation, and Social Justice Ministry. We are excited to welcome Caitlin Sica to serve in our
parish. Caitlin introduced herself to the catechists, high school families, and our parish at Masses the
weekend of August 26-27.
We also piloted a new series from Ascension Press called You: Life, Love, and the Theology of the Body.
This updated series for high school youth uses John Paul II's teachings on sexuality and relationships to
help answer questions that many young people face. We offered this 10 session series both in person on
Sunday mornings after Mass but also made it available online if people were not able to attend. For this
first attempt, we focused our invitation and made this a mother and daughter study. We hope to offer this
again and also as a father and son study. We will be evaluating any changes that we need to make
before we offer it again.
This year, we are adding to our junior high curriculum with some new resources. 6th grade will now
include the Call to Faith Sacraments thematic book. In 7th grade, we are adding Ascension Press'
Altaration series on the Mass. We are adding the Theology of the Body for Teens Middle School Edition
to our 8th grade curriculum.
Our Peer group will be changing our schedule to only meeting on Monday nights and not on Sunday
mornings. We want to focus on developing leaders and disciples and felt it was best to do that in the
context of our retreats.

Anne-Marie Cronin - All Saints Catholic Academy
No report.

Reports compiled and submitted by Julie Lomax
*************************************************************************************************
Christian Service Commission
Monthly Report to Parish Council
September 2017
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Bereavement:
Nothing to report for August but we will be meeting in September.
(Submitted by Patti McGehee)

Blood Drive:
Activities for August 2017
 Knights are in the process of organizing the 2017 SMMP Blood Drive to be held on Saturday
October 21, 2017.
 Knights will be initiating a previous donor phone list to contact for the upcoming Blood Drive.
(Submitted by Dan Patt on behalf of the Knights of Columbus)

Boy Scouts (Troop 507):
June:


July:


Other:





The pancake breakfast on June 4th was a success and raised needed funds for replenishing
equipment, paying insurance on trailers, and subsidizing camping costs for the troop. Thank you
again to the parish and community for continued support.
Our troop provided several scouts and adults for cleanup duties at the parish garage sale on June
24th; approximately 40 man hours.
35 scouts and 8 adults attended summer camp in Owasippe in Twin Lake, MI. The troop has
scholarship funds for families with hardship circumstances and we were able to send 2 scouts to
camp using these funds. Many merit badges were earned and everyone had a great time.
A crew of scouts and adults attended a high-adventure SCUBA trip in the Bahamas.

Three Eagle Scout projects were completed over the summer at various community locations.
Scouts resume regular meetings August 30th.
Scouts will be assisting with trash patrol at the parish picnic on Sept. 10.
If the parish has any larger projects in mind (bench, classroom painting, landscaping, etc.) please
keep our scouts in mind as we would love to have a scout lead an Eagle project that benefits the
parish.
(Submitted by Ramona Vaikutis)

Charitable Contributions: No report (Joe Straka)
Christmas Giving Tree:
The Christmas Giving Tree Program is up and running again this year. Activities begin in October.
(Submitted by Tom Cordaro)

Comfort Care Ministry (Funeral Luncheons, Emergency Meals): No report (Kathy
Kalina)

Cub Scouts (Pack 507):
Cub Master - Tim Tilton
Committee Chairman - Brian Burgner
Summer Activities:
 Family picnic in June (Green Valley Forest Preserve)
 Family overnight camp out in July (Blackwell Forest Preserve)
 Family swim party at Pelican Harbor (Bolingbrook)
September Activities:
st
 Fall Roundup (recruiting) Pack Meeting, September 21
(Submitted by Tim Tilton)

Daybreak Transitional Housing:
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Daybreak has had an interesting summer. It was the first time we have had to move a client in our
program due to the complex not renewing our lease. The building was remodeling the whole complex and
wanted everyone out by 7/31. We were alerted to this near the end of May even though we had been in
discussion about our new rent which would have been effective 7/1, since January. Apartment hunting is
interesting. Our client ended up staying in an extended stay accommodation for one week before the new
apartment was ready and Catholic Charities stored her furniture. It required 2 moves of her furniture.
The upside was that her stay with an 8 month old and a 2 year old at the accommodations was good; the
downside was additional expenses of moving and putting her up at a hotel for Catholic Charities and
Daybreak. Our client's sister who had been providing daycare for her at a very reasonable cost is off to
college with a full scholarship and she will be missed. A new daycare provider has been located.
Our second client is continuing her education at COD after completing her GED and is gaining confidence
on being on her own. She and her family visited their grandfather in Florida-all expenses paid, and she
was able to navigate the trip which she admitted she would not have been able to do previously. Her
older son is doing well in his part time job and has received a promotion (and pay increase). He has
returned to high school with a boost in his confidence. The younger children are doing well.
(Submitted by Pat McAuliffe)

Knights of Columbus:
Activities for June 2017
 Knights volunteered at Special Olympics Bowling on Sunday June 4th and helped hand out the
awards to the participants.
 Knights volunteered at Loaves and Fishes on Wednesday June 7th and Thursday June 8th to
help distribute food to their clients.
 Knights sponsored and conducted the Father’s Day Affirmation of Wedding Vows after the 12
Noon Mass on Sunday June 18th .
 Knights held their monthly business/social meeting on Thursday June 22nd with 18 members
attending. 2 new members were welcomed.
 Knights helped with the clean-up and dirty laundry collection and delivery at PADS on June 23rd.
 Knights helped pickup furniture for the Parish Garage Sale and then helped load the St. Vincent
DePaul truck with the left over goods from the Parish Garage Sale.
 Knights helped with Baptisms on Sunday June 4 th and Sunday June 25th .
 Knights provided funds to send 2 special needs children to the Special Camps for Special
Citizens from June 4th-June 9th .
Activities for July 2017
 Knights helped with Baptisms on Sunday July 2nd and Sunday July 23rd.
 Knights volunteered at Special Olympics Tennis Qualifier on July 8th.
 Knights helped with the clean-up and dirty laundry collection and delivery at PADS on Friday July
21st.
th
 Knights held their monthly business/social meeting on Thursday July 27 with 16 members
attending. 1 new member was welcomed.
 Knights conducted the 5th Sunday Rosary service after the 12 Noon Mass on Sunday July 30th.
Activities for August 2017
 Knights were contacted by St. Vincent DePaul to help move an elderly client into her new
apartment on August 1st .
 Knights donated and participated in the St. John’s Run for Life on Saturday August 5th.
 Knights volunteered at Special Olympics Golf Qualifying on August 7th.
 Knights helped with Baptisms on Sunday August 6th and Sunday August 27th.
 Knights helped with the clean-up and dirty laundry collection and delivery at PADS on Friday
August 18th.
th
 Knights held their monthly business/social meeting on Thursday August 24 with 20 members
attending.
(Submitted by Dan Patt)
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Men’s Club: No report (Gus Fischer)
Nursery: No report (Cailin Ramirez)
Pastoral Care: No report (Fred Straub)
Peace & Justice Advisory Working Group:
Our group has begun planning for our first two parish social mission weekends. The first, on September
16/17 has the theme, "Forgive Us Our Debts as We Forgive Others." The advocacy will be on criminal
justice reform. We will be asking our U.S. Senators to support the bi-partisan legislation, "The Sentencing
Reform and Corrections Act.” The theme for our October 28/30th parish social mission weekend has not
been set yet but it will coincide with Pope Francis' "World Day of the Poor" proclamation.
(Submitted by Tom Cordaro)

Refugee Support Group:
This group is planning to raise money for refugee care packs that will be distributed to refugee
families in the area. They are also working with Exodus World Services to get cross-cultural
training that would enable them to participate in the New Neighbor Conversation Program
sponsored by Exodus World Services. The group is also doing preliminary planning to provide an
after Mass education program on refugees.
(Submitted by Tom Cordaro)

Earth Care Sub-Committee:
This committee has scheduled its first fall meeting on August 31st and will discuss different
educational programs and action suggestions.
(Submitted by Tom Cordaro)

Pro-L.I.F.E. Committee:
NATIONAL DAY OF REMEMBRANCE SEPTEMBER 9 @ 1:00 PM:
 A solemn prayer service will be held simultaneously at gravesites around the country where abortion
victims have been buried, as well as at many memorial sites dedicated in their honor.
 Ss. Peter and Paul Cemetery Corner of North Avenue & Columbia Street, Naperville Speakers: Sean
McMahon - Parishioner, State Representative Peter Breen & Nancy Kreuzer - Silent No More Chicago
Regional Director
40 DAYS FOR LIFE September 27- November 5: a community-based campaign that draws attention to the evil
of abortion through the use of a three-point program: Prayer and fasting, Peaceful vigil, and Community
outreach. Volunteers are needed to pray at Abortion Clinics in the Diocese of Joliet.
See: http://40daysforlife.com.
 Planned Parenthood3051 East New York Street Aurora, IL Contact: Katherine Woltering(312) 810060340daysaurora@gmail.com
 Access Health Center 1700 75th Street Downers Grove, IL Contact: Bob, Caron,
& Kim40DaysDG@gmail.com
There will be a poster on display in October for Respect Life Month
LIFE CHAIN SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1 2:00-3:00 pm Naperville - Ogden Ave. at Washington Life Chain is a
peaceful and prayerful public witness of pro-life individuals standing while praying for our nation and for an end
to abortion. It is a visual statement of solidarity by the Christian community that abortion kills children and that
the Church supports the sanctity of human life from the moment of conception until natural death.
March for Life Washington, DC: Join the pilgrimage from January 17 to January 21, 2018.
 All registration forms and a $100.00 deposit are due November 2, 2017. Each year hearts are opened
and passionate witnesses return to share the Gospel of Life.
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Some highlights include: Mass at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, a
youth rally and Mass, a wreath-laying at Arlington National Cemetery, visiting monuments and more.
If there are any questions, please contact Respect Life Ministry at 815-221-6251.
Youth Rally and Mass Ticket Information Individuals and groups traveling to the March for Life in
Washington, DC independently, that would like to attend the Youth Rally and Mass, need to request
tickets through the Joliet Diocesan Liaison. Please contact Mary Dragovan at (815) 221-6251.

(Submitted by Mary Ann Cronauer)

St. Vincent de Paul: No report (Chuck Hinds)
September Club:
To celebrate Father's Day, 30 members enjoyed a family style lunch at Walker's Charhouse on
Wednesday, June 7, 2017 at 2:00. All men attending were presented with a lottery ticket. June birthdays
and anniversaries were recognized.
On Wednesday afternoon, July 5, 2017, 24 members gathered in the parish center for a pot luck lunch
with delicious dishes & desserts provided by members. Father Paul led us in prayer. July birthdays and
anniversaries were recognized.
On Wednesday afternoon August 2, 2017, 25 members gathered in the parish center for a an ice cream &
desserts.
We opened with a prayer. August birthdays and anniversaries were recognized.
(Submitted by Ann Patt)

Sharing Parish:
The Mega Garage Sale in June raised over $11,100 for the Scholarship Fund for students at Catholic
grammar schools in Aurora.
Most of the leftovers were donated to St. Vincent DePaul and Wayside Cross Mission. Other donations:
Baskets to the Men's Club; Luggage to SMMP Pads; Books to SMMP Boy Scout Troop 507 for an
outdoor library project at Ranchview School; Towels (less than pristine) to A.D.O.P.T. for dog beds;
Stuffed animals to an Adult Daycare Center. The Medical Missions to the Philippines received stuffed
animals, jewelry, and kitchen knife sets.
We are grateful for all the Parish support for the Garage Sale. Special thanks to the Knights of
Columbus for all their help with picking up furniture donations and loading the St. Vincent DePaul truck,
and to Boy Scout Troop 507 for their help in loading the truck and cleaning the Parish Center; we couldn't
have done it without all of them!
(Submitted by Martha Rose)

-

Reports compiled and submitted by Carrie Tilton
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