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Letter from the Executive Director

Dear Friends and Alumni of Northern,

“The only constant is change”. We all have 
heard that saying a time or two. In fact, 
constant change has been the thing I 
have enjoyed the most during my time 
here at the Foundation. No two days are 
alike, no two donors or alumni are alike, 
and no two events are alike. 

The campus itself is a living, breathing 
entity always in a state of change, if 
even just by having new students each 
semester. Our ultimate goal at the 
Foundation is to support Northern as it 
evolves and also to continue to support 
our students anyway possible with the 
changing (rising) cost of education. 

In the past three years, I’m proud to share 
that our endowment level has gone up 
$3M, incredible given the pandemic, 
and these gifts will provide stability for 
many scholarships. This is a result of the 
philanthropic spirit of others, like you. 

Last December, the Foundation became the 
stewards of a generous gift of 43 acres of land from 
the Ron Harmon Family of Havre who want to help 
Northern achieve the building of a new equine 
center (pg 8).

Chancellor Kegel has hired a new football coach, 
Jerome Souers, and together they plan to build 
up the football program as well as look ahead to 
phase two construction of the area south of the 
field (pg 6). 

In life, just like this job, change is also constant. 
This May, after 3 years, I step down from my role as 
Executive Director to pursue a new opportunity. 
While I look ahead personally, I will also be 
cheering for Northern and keeping an eye out for 
all of the good things on the MSUN horizon.

I want to say a special thanks to Chancellor Kegel, 
the Board of Trustees, our many committee 
volunteers, and most importantly the people I 
worked the closest with, the staff – Lee, Toni, & 
Marla (pg 15), plus our wonderful board Chair, 
Kurt Johnson.  There is no way one person alone 
can achieve everything that needs to happen, but 
as a collective of passionate people we can move 
mountains. I was fortunate to be surrounded by 
such caring and passionate people. 

Ahead in this edition of the Aurora Borealis, you’ll 
read about many new and wonderful things 
happening on campus. And we couldn’t do it 
without you. Thank you to all of the fantastic 
alumni and donors who support us. It’s been a 
pleasure. 

Enjoy all that is ahead!

Sincerely,
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AWARDS CEREMONY

On March 4th, the Alumni Auction returned in full-force to the SUB Ballroom 
to raise money for student scholarships. The event was completely sold-
out, hosting over 200 guests who gathered to bid on a large variety of gifts 
donated by over 150 area businesses and individuals. 

The Auction featured five tables of silent auction packages, including a custom, 
Northern-themed cribbage table and chairs, two beautiful prints by artist Gerry 
Marks, a recliner, and a wide range of baskets. During the paddle auction, over 
70 items were up for grabs. Student volunteers from five athletic teams and one 
club raised their paddles for donors across the room. In total, the Auction raised 
over $37,000 to support Northern students!

 “We appreciated the community support both in attendance at the event 
as well as support with so many donations to make the event a success! This 
is a much loved annual tradition and we were happy to have it back,“ said 
Shantel Cronk, Executive Director of the MSU-Northern Foundation.

The Alumni Auction would not be possible without the hours of effort by 
volunteers and the many generous businesses and donations who give to the 
Auction. The Foundation is incredibly thankful for all of the helping hands who 
made this year’s event a huge success! Thank you, and we will see you next year!

On Friday, April 8th, a large crowd gathered in the 
SUB ballroom to celebrate this year’s scholarship 
recipients. Students waited in anticipation to 
hear their name called while excited donors 
greeted them at the stage and handed over their 
scholarship. It was a special, warm Friday morning 
for all in attendance.

The annual awards ceremony is a treasured event 
at Northern that is the result of hard work and 
collaboration between the Northern Alumni 
Foundation and MSUN’s Financial Aid Office. This 
year, donors from as far as California came to Havre 
to meet the students receiving their scholarships.

Additionally, six students were honored with 
Student Excellence Awards: ShaAnn Danelson, 
Tristin Gauer, Jennell Huff, Kaci Nicholson, Grace 
Schwenk, and Shay Waldbillig.

Joe Aline, ‘84, and Neal Cleveland ‘92 flank the winners of 
the  Aline Shumaker Endowed Scholarship: 

Kendall Barta and Jonathon Haigler.
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Student Excellence Awards are given to 
outstanding students who demonstrate 
leadership, academic excellence, and dedication to 
improving their communities. The 2022 honorees 
exemplify a commitment to high academic 
achievement and significant student engagement.

There were few dry eyes in the room as Gomez, 
Spring, and Reifschneider each addressed the crowd 
after receiving their awards. They did not know they 
were going to be honored, and each spoke from the 
heart about their love for their work and for their 
students. The Foundation congratulates all award 
winners for their accomplishments! 

The Awards Ceremony concluded with the Golden 
“N” awards. The Golden “N” is awarded to staff 
or faculty nominated by students for showing 
dedication, service, and support to Northern 

students. This year’s honorees were Laura Gomez, 
Professor of Business, Amber Spring, Counselor, 
and Dr. Carol Reifschneider, Professor of Biology.

(L to R) Shay Waldbillig, ShaAnn Danelson, Grace Schwenk, 
Kaci Nicholson, and Tristin Gauer. Jennell Huffnot pictured.

(L to R) Amber Spring, Laura Gomez, and Dr. Carol Reifschneider.

Student volunteers raise paddles during a dollar auction round.

The completed matching donation 
board raised over $4,000 for 

academic scholarships.
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A NEW ERA OF 
NORTHERN FOOTBALL

New Head Football Coach Jerome Souers arrived 
in Montana in January and hit the ground running. 
At a breakneck speed, he assembled his coaching 
staff, started training the roster of Lights players, 
and began traveling all over the state to recruit 
new players to the team.

And fans have a lot to be excited about. Coach 
Souers has beside him new offensive line coach 
Tim Davis, who has coached at many Division 
I programs. Steve Broussard, new offensive 
coordinator, who is a former running back for 
Washington State and a first-round draft pick 
for the Atlanta Falcons. Finally, there’s the new 
defensive coordinator/assistant head coach 
Joe O’Brian with experience at Montana State 
University and who most recently was head coach 
at Simms High School.

Though strengthening the program is a challenge, 
the NCAA Div. I Big Sky Conference legend was 
up to the task. Coach Souers has coached for over 
forty years. He was at Northern Arizona University 
for over twenty years and retired as the winningest 
coach in school history. But his roots in Montana 
dig deep. Before NAU he was with the Grizzles for 
twelve seasons, serving as defensive coordinator 
for the last eight. Every year during his stay, the 
Grizzlies posted winning records, earned seven 
playoffs, advanced to two national title games, and 
won the 1995 championship.

Coach Souers’ appointment to the Lights and his 
subsequent recruitment of a decorated coaching 

staff has energized Northern Football fans across 
the state.

The Lights started spring semester with a roster 
of 37 players, so recruitment and building up the 
current players are Coach Souers’ top priorities. In 
April, the coaching staff was split between intense 
recruitment of future players and honing in on 
individual techniques for the current players. By 
zeroing in on the fundamentals of the game - 

Head Coach Jerome Souers (in hat) coaches players through conditioning drills for spring practice.
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New Assistant Head Coach/Defensive Coordinator 
Joe O’Brien hustles players through practice.

One of the most commonly asked questions 
from fans to Coach Souers is if he plans to 
recruit players from Montana, and Souers 
assures them that he is. His team have been 
traveling the Hi-Line and other parts of 
Montana seeking High School seniors with 
heart, character, and a hard work ethic.

For Coach Souers, his work goes beyond 
developing strong athletes. He also coaches 
with a philosophy that there is far more to 
the game of football than athletics. He and 
his staff are looking to develop the complete 
person - physically, mentally, and spiritually. 
His aim is to teach his players skills that will 
lead them to be successful for the rest of their 
lives. Northern is lucky to have him steering 
the Lights into a new era. 

Offensive Line Coordinator Timothy Davis.

blocking, tackling, throwing, and catching - Souers 
hopes to create a strong base from where the team 
can grow. 

Support the Lights!
Donate to the Football 
program on our website:
msunfoundation.org/give/

Coach Souers and his colleagues not only have to 
build a team, but also brand new relationships with 
fans and friends of Northern. So far, they’ve been 
welcomed with nothing but open arms and curious 
questions. A casual meet and greet at The Gallery in 
the Havre Mall one Saturday afternoon illustrated 
the community’s excitement - the room was packed. 

The coaching staff planned outreach further from 
Havre, down highway 89 to Big Sandy, Fort Benton, 
and Great Falls. Their prerogative was to meet 
with anyone who cared about Northern football, 
whether they were parents, alumni, or fans. Another 
important relationship Coach Souers was looking to 
nurture was with area high school football coaches. 
To that end, on May 7th the Northern team planned 
a clinic, intending to attract high school players in 
Great Falls and the surrounding area. Building up 
those relationships would only serve to improve 
Northern’s team and reputation in seasons to come.

FIRST HOME GAME
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Northern has announced it has been gifted a parcel of 43 acres 
at the west-end of Havre. Currently held under the stewardship 
of the MSU-Northern Foundation, the gift comes from the family 
of Ron and Patty Harmon, also of Havre, whose intent is that the 
property be used for future projects or buildings as deemed by 
the University.  

HARMON FAMILY GIVES 
TO NORTHERN

SCHOLARSHIPS

CREATING A 
SCHOLARSHIP

ALME FAMILY ENDOWED 
SCHOLARSHIP

BARRY AND DIANE DONOVEN 
MEMORIAL AG SCHOLARSHIP

DICK IRVIN MEMORIAL ENDOWED 
SCHOLARSHIP

JABEZ ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP
JAMES AND HELEN HALL 

ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP

JESS GALBREATH MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP

TAPLIN GRAZIER MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP

W.o.W (WOMEN OF WABTEC) 
SCHOLARSHIP

(L to R): Shantel Cronk, Chancellor Greg Kegel, 
Ron Harmon, and Patty Harmon

“This is an amazing gift by the Harmon’s to help us establish 
future opportunities for our Northern students.” Said Northern 
Chancellor Greg Kegel. “The Harmon family has always been 
strong supporters of the Hi Line, Havre, and Northern and we 
are so thankful for this tremendous gift.”  Kegel has mentioned in 
recent meetings his goal is to use the property for a new equine 
facility.

Ron Harmon, owner of Big Equipment, said “Our family wants 
to support Kegel’s vision for the equine program and are happy 
we are able to provide property here in Havre that will make an 
impact to Northern.”

MSU-Northern is in preliminary stages of a feasibility study to 
build a multi-purpose equestrian arena on the property in the 
near future.  The donation of land came about when Chancellor 
Kegel shared his desire to build an equestrian program at 
Northern. Kegel sees this not only as a chance for Northern to 
benefit from this project, but the entire Hi-Line.

SCOT STRAUSER MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP

Decide on your 
scholarship’s criteria. 
Be sure not to make your 
qualifications too narrow, 
or else we may not find a 
student who will qualify!

Determine how to 
fund your scholarship 
- such as through a 
planned gift or by a 
yearly contribution.

Contact the 
Foundation to establish 
your new scholarship.
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Returns to the Armory
After two years on hiatus, the 44th annual 
Northern Powwow finally returned to the 
Armory Gymnasium. The two-day event was a 
mark of joy and pride for MSUN’s Sweetgrass 
Society who organized dancers, drummers, 
and vendors. The mood was incredibly 
celebratory as participants and onlookers 
were able to witness an important facet of 
Montana’s Native American traditions.

POWWOW

The Powwow began Friday, April 8th at 7pm 
with the first of three Grand Marches. Over 
100 dancers registered in categories for males 
and females, ages 18 - 54, as well as a golden 
age category for dancers 55 years and older. 

The Master of Ceremonies was Gayle Skunkcap, 
and Northern Alum Walter RunsAbove served 
as the Arena Director. At the Powwow, Millie 
Whitehorse was crowned the 2022 Sweetgrass 
Society Lil Miss Princess, and Talcee Polk was 
crowned the Junior Princess.

In total, over $15,000 was raised by proud area 
supporters and businesses to help fund the cash 
prizes awarded to dancers in each category.

“We are truly thankful to all the 
area businesses and families who 
sponsored dance categories and 
drums. The Sweetgrass Society 
also thanks the MSU-Northern 
Foundation staff, Dave and Tammy 
Boles, Skylights women’s basketball, 
and Lights Football for the volunteer 
help. See you again next year!”

- Sweetgrass Society President, 
Tallen Oats

Dancers during the Grand March

Support the Sweetgrass Society!
Donate at msunfoundation.org
Follow on Facebook: Sweetgrass Society

Representatives from Northern’s Sweetgrass Society 
follow flag bearers in the Grand March. (L to R, starting 
in red shirt) Dulce Skunkcap, Erica McKeon-Hanson, Dr. 

Margarett Campbell, and Tallen Oats.
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History of the Award
The Founders’ Excellence Award is a tradition 
that began in 1976 with the first Founders’ Day. 
On that day, a group made up of Mrs. G.H. Vande 
Bogart and successive Northern presidents, Dr. 
Brockmann, Dr. Crowley, and Dr. Leech spoke 
about the development of Northern. The purpose 
of that day was to honor the spirit of Northern’s 
origins and the people who helped build a solid 
foundation on which the school could grow.

Carrying on the spirit of Founders’ Day, a few years 
later the Founders’ Excellence Award was awarded 
to Joseph Wright, the very first recipient. The 
Founders’ Excellence Award honors individuals 
who have contributed to the development 
of MSU-Northern through their professional 
accomplishments, loyalty and service. Following 
Joseph Wright, over 100 individuals have joined 
him among the ranks of outstanding contributors 
to Northern’s continued excellence.

Recognizing outstanding service to MSU-Northern.
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Individuals must be nominated for the honor of an 
Excellence Award, and all nominations are reviewed 

in the winter by a committee organized by the 
MSU-Northern Foundation. Anyone can nominate a 
deserving individual for an award. Read more at our 

website msunfoundation.org

Dr. Joseph P. Callahan

Clyde R. Thomas Jr.

Clyde R. Thomas Jr. has always been a strong 
supporter of MSU-Northern. Clyde is an alum of 
NMC (’82), just a few credits shy of graduating 
due to the birth of his first child. In 1982, Clyde 
became a full time employee for Western Trailer & 
Marine, LLC which is a family owned and operated 
RV and Marine dealership presently located in 
Havre, Montana.

Dr. Callahan was active in the community with 
Havre Kiwanis, PDK, and Havre Crimestoppers. He 
earned his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from 
East Stroudsburg University, PA and doctorate 
from the University of Montana where he served 
two years as a Research Assistant. Joe met Kim 
at Donaldson Hall and married in 1978 and their 
sons, Joseph, Michael, and Ryan were born at 
Northern Montana Hospital.  Joe and Kim now 
reside in Dickinson, North Dakota and enjoy their 
grandsons, fishing, hunting, and Ham Radio.

Thomas has two 
children, his daughter 
Brandy Kurtz and son 
Clyde R. “Duke” Thomas 
III. Clyde and his late 
wife, Vicky, operated 
Western Trailer & Marine 
Sales for 36 years until 
she passed away in 2016. 
In 2021, his children 
became co-owners of the business so that Clyde 
could semi-retire and enjoy life with his partner 
Maxine.

Clyde is heavily involved in the MSU-Northern 
Rodeo Booster Club, the equestrian center board, 
and the Bearpaw Bowmen Archery Club. In his 
spare time he loves to camp, shoot archery, trap 
shoot, golf, kayak and just be outside enjoying 
life. He also loves to tailgate at the Northern 

While serving as Dean of Continuing Education/
Summer Session, Northern saw the largest summer 
enrollment, over 1850 students, providing classes 
and workshops for area educators along the hi-line.

Dr. Joseph Callahan 
served Montana State 
University-Northern in a 
variety of administrative 
appointments starting 
in 1973 and culminating 
with his retirement as 
interim Chancellor in 
January 2012.  Joe was 
honored to start and 
end his higher education 
administrative career at 
Northern. He loves the 
university and members 

of the great teams he worked with there who remain 
his dearest friends.

football games and 
enjoys watching the 
Skylights/Lights in all 
their events.

Nominate a Future Honoree
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GRADUATES
Thank you to the twenty nine alumni and their families who 

attended Golden Graduation Weekend May 6th & 7th! 

Michael 
Sherrard, ‘70

Allan Dancer, 
‘72

Brian Sallee, ‘71 Carol Woldtvedt 
Peterson, ‘72

Constance Jelinek 
Hotvedt, ‘72

Cynthia Burns 
Des Rosier, ‘71

Dick Snellman, 
‘72

Doug 
Bingeman, ‘72

Duane Naber, 
‘71

Jackie Miller, ‘72 Judy Brown, ‘72 Kathleen Helmbrecht 
Enneberg, ‘71

Larry Clifford, 
‘72

Leo Barsanti, ‘72

Lynette Sallee, 
‘72

Mark 
Rasmussen, ‘71

Nancy Dolph 
Schatzka, 72

Sheila Hanson 
Peterson, ‘71

Susan 
Snellman, ‘71

Thomas Des 
Rosier, ‘71

Vicke Caves 
Schend, ‘72

Yvonne Kinzel 
Rasmussen, ‘72

Maureen 
Nardinger, ‘72

Paulette Hofeldt 
Keller, ‘70

Not Pictured: Edward Spinler (‘72), Margaret Hayes (‘72), Perry Miller 
(‘72), Curtis Peterson (‘70), Virginia Naber (‘72).

Celebrating the 50-year 

reunions for the 1970, 

‘71, and ‘72 classes!

Thank you for attending Golden Graduation!

Check out pictures from the 
event on our Facebook Page:
Northern Alumni Foundation

Roger Pugh, ‘71
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RETIRING FACULTY
HONORING THE CAREERS OF FOUR NORTHERN LIGHTS

DR. STEVE HESSKE
ENGLISH PROFESSOR

28 YEARS

DR. CAROL REIFSCHNEIDER
BIOLOGY PROFESSOR

27 YEARS

Dear Alumni and Donors of MSU–Northern,

I am privileged to be asked to write something to you on the end of my 
tenure as a faculty member here at MSU–Northern. As I look back, I am 
so appreciative of all the colleagues I have had the pleasure of working 
alongside. They have been inspirational and I have enjoyed the laughs 
and knowledge that they have shared with me. I have also had the 
honor of instructing some truly wonderful people. It is so gratifying as a 
teacher to have students that are curious and want to learn.

VICKI GIST
DIRECTOR OF THE LIBRARY

33 YEARS

This Spring, two faculty and two staff members 
at MSU-Northern are set to retire after serving a 
combined 119 years to bettering Northern students.

The Foundation wishes them well as they move 
into retirement. Thank you for your many years of 
service to MSU-Northern students!

LORI BORTH
VUB PROGRAM DIRECTOR

26 YEARS

Sincerely, 
Dr. Carol Reifschneider

The financial support for student scholarships here at Montana State 
University-Northern is awe-inspiring.  I have never experienced such 
selfless and generous people who are so invested in education.  Our 
students are so fortunate to have such wonderful support. Thank you 
for all your efforts and hard work you have shared with the students, 
staff and faculty at MSU–Northern. I look forward to following in your 
stead to support Northern faculty, staff, and students as we go forward.  
Thank you for the opportunity you have provided me. Best wishes to you and go Northern!!
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In Memoriam...
The Northern Alumni Foundation extends our deepest sympathy to 
the families and friends of those who have passed away this year. 
Names listed here are gathered from obituaries and notifications 
collected as of April 12th, 2022. Names lacking a class year are 
former staff, faculty, or friends of the University.

1950s
Betty Baltrusch (‘54), Havre

Dorothy Johnson (‘56), Havre

1960s
John Allen (‘60), Helena

Ronald LaMotte (‘61), Fort Benton
Jon Hammer (‘63), Denver, CO

Luanna Rigg (‘68), Chester

1970s
Robert Fjeldheim (‘72), Billings

Richard Bitz (‘73), Missoula
Douglas Olmstead (‘76), Havre

1980s
Virginia Faber (‘85), Conrad

2000s
Jaime Young (‘05), Havre

2010s
Dillon Cassel (‘12), Glasgow

Friends of NorthernAlumni of Northern
Ronald Fischli, Wichita Falls, TX

Thomas Healy, Havre
Charles “Dick” Irvin, Columbia Falls

Richard Johnson, Libby
James Omlie, Havre

Verne Sedlacek, Westport, CT
Scot Strauser, Havre

Dr. Ellis Worthen, East Millcreek, UT

In memory of Jaime Young

Jaime Young (‘05) passed away in March 2022. Jaime 
was a Northern alum and a prominent member of the 

Havre community. She served on the MSU-Northern 
Board of Trustees from 2017 to 2019. We extend our 

deepest sympathy to the Young family.

1940s
Allie Russell (‘48), Larslan
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Hello and Goodbye

The Northern Alumni Foundation is experiencing 
a number of staff changes this spring.

First, we welcome Marla Shulund of Havre to 
our team as the Operations Specialist. Marla 
joins us after working for 3 years at the Havre 
Chamber of Commerce where she served as the 
Office Manager and worked with roughly 1,700 
members. She brings a background of event 
planning, office administration and bookkeeping 
which are all assets to our team. We are so happy 
she has joined the Foundation and look forward 
to putting her talents to work to help support 
Northern.

At the same time, after 3 years with the 
Foundation, we say goodbye to our Outreach 
Manager, Lee Lounder, who stepped down from 
her role in late April. Lee initially started in a 
specialist level, then coordinator, until last year 
where she became the manager of our outreach 

Finally, as mentioned in the 
introductory message, we bid 
farewell to Shantel Cronk, 
Executive Director. Shantel, too, 
has been here for three years 
and jumped into her role just 
as the capital campaign was 

Toni Pedersen remains our Director of 
Finance/HR, helping to steer the ship during 
this transitional period. As we go to print, the 
Executive Director and Outreach Coordinator 
positions are still open; however, check the 
website msunfoundation.org for latest updates.
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efforts. Lee was instrumental in 
implementing so many events 
as well as managing our social 
media, website, and this, her 
final Aurora. We wish Lee all the 
best in her future endeavors and 
appreciate the hard work she 
has given to the Foundation and 
Northern’s alumni.

kicking off for the new football stadium. Always 
thinking outside the box, Shantel brought 
some new concepts to the Foundation, evolved 
some outdated practices and was challenged 
by working to help Northern during the time of 
the pandemic. We thank her for her hard work 
and all the extra hours she put in to support our 
students.

(L to R) Toni Pedersen, Shantel Cronk, Lee Lounder, Marla Shulund.

Northern Alumni 
Foundation

@msunalumni
MSU-Northern 
Foundation

Follow us!
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PO Box 1691
Havre, MT 59501

HOMECOMING


