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Let’s start with some background 
information. Where are you from?
I grew up 70 miles south of here in 
Fort Benton and attended school 
there. Something people may not 
know is that my grandparents, on 
both sides, homesteaded east of 
Havre. When Northern was founded, 
the first president, Dr. G.H. Vande 
Bogart, actually drove out to my 
father’s ranch to promote Northern, 
which ended up with my grandfather 
sending my father and four of his 
siblings to Northern. This was in the 
early 30’s and they were some of the 
first students to attend Northern. 
Consequently, Northern has always 
been part of my life and family 
discussions.  

You often tell people you only 
planned to stay at Northern for one 
quarter. It’s 34 years later and now 
you are the Chancellor, so what 
happened?
When I was in high school I planned 
on attending MSU with hopes of 
playing football. I injured my knee 

the spring I graduated from high 
school unloading bags of fertilizer 
so I planned to rehabilitate the knee 
through the summer and fall and 
head to Bozeman in the spring. I had 
a pretty good job with Burlington 
Northern that summer and planned 
on working for them until going to 
MSU. About the week college started 
that fall, I got a call from a friend of 
mine. He was pleading with me to do 
a quarter with him at Northern with 
the plan that afterwards we’d both 
transfer. Somehow he convinced 
me so I registered the week school 
started, never planning to stay more 
than one quarter. Well my friend 
transferred to Rocky and I stayed.  
I think the reason I stayed was 
because of the connection I found in 
new friends, the community, and the 
faculty at Northern.  

What is one of your favorite 
memories as a student?
The instructors were really good 
about opening up the labs after 
class so students could work. We 
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with Chancellor Kegel

Greg Kegel became the 12th Chancellor of MSU-Northern in May



worked independently and as groups on many projects and I can especially 
remember the nights before Christmas break working on gifts for my family.  
It was really a lot of fun, we had warm labs and excellent equipment and we 
fed off the excitement of our peers, we actually inspired each other. There 
was no limit to what you could do. I think that’s where the saying, “just do 
it” came from.

During your 34 years at Northern, what has been a highlight for you?
I think it was receiving the Golden ‘N’ award this year. As a former student 
and teacher, to receive that recognition from the students was one of the 
great moments of my career.

Parting thoughts?
I haven’t accomplished anything by myself. In fact, I couldn’t have 
accomplished what I have without the help I got along the way. I’ve been 
fortunate to have a fantastic team around me. The feeling of achievement 
or winning is never so sweet as it is when you do it with your team. I’ve 
definitely been fortunate that way. 

“I think I’ve thrived in spite of the fact that things are harder at Northern…
we’re not given much, we have to work for what we get, and we appreciate 
it more because of that.”
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Northern celebrated its 29th annual ‘We 
Love Northern’ Ball, one of the campus’s 
main scholarship fundraisers. The theme 
was ‘The Roarin’ 20s’ and over 300 people 
attended. Live and silent auctions pitted 
friends against one another for great prizes 
as others dined over a delectable four 
course meal. Northern’s own Dance Club 
danced to the Lindy Hop and members of 
the Montana Actors Theatre performed 
a skit from Chicago. At the end of the 
evening nearly $25,000 was raised for 
scholarships.



Sherry Winn started her coaching career at the 
University of Minnesota-Morris and in 1991 started 
coaching the MSU-Northern Skylights Basketball 
team. For five seasons, she coached the Skylights 
to a record of 137 wins and 19 losses, as well as 
five Frontier Conference titles and the 1993 NAIA 
DII national championship and was named NAIA DII 
Coach of the Year in 1993.

As a player at the University of Charleston she holds the record for most 
points in a season (682), career point per game average (21.5), and 
graduated valedictorian of her class. Winn was also a two-time Olympian 
who represented the US in team handball during the 1984 and 1988 
Olympic games.

Winn moved from coaching to pursue her passion for writing, consulting, 
coaching, and public speaking. She has written four books on maximizing 
success. She currently lives in Billings and travels the country as a speaker 
and coach.

Athletic Hall of Fame

The Athletic Hall of Fame recognizes players, managers, and coaches 
who have made outstanding contributions to athletics at MSU-Northern.

Charna Ophus-Seibert ‘93 & ’94 played four seasons 
on the Skylights basketball team while earning a degree 
in Communications, plus one season on the volleyball 
team while earning her ME in Guidance and Counseling. 
In that time the Skylight basketball team won four 
conference championships, four district championships 
and earned four trips to the national tournament, including 
winning the 1993 national championship while setting 

the school record for a 35 game winning season. Ophus was named MVP of 
the Northern Invitational tournament, was a four-time Academic All-Conference 
basketball player, an Academic All-American selection for both basketball and 
volleyball, and a Student Excellence Award winner. She holds the career record 
at MSU-Northern for most assists (641), the season record for most steals (99), 
and recorded MSU-Northern’s first women’s basketball triple-double.

Since graduating from MSU-Northern, Ophus-Seibert has enjoyed a variety of 
career fields and currently resides in Great Falls with her husband Jordan and 
son Marcellus.



Mike Tilleman grew up in Chinook, MT and played college 
football at the University of Montana. He spent 12 seasons 
in the NFL as a defensive lineman. After his career in 
the NFL, Mike returned to his home town of Chinook 
and purchased the local Chevrolet dealership. Later he 
purchased the Chevrolet store in Havre and moved his 
family to Havre.

Mike has been a supporter of Northern in a variety of ways. He was instrumental 
in resurrecting the football program, and his company, Tilleman Motor Company, 
employs many Northern students and alumni and offers scholarships to 
Northern for employee family members. He was a Northern Foundation board 
member and created the framework for the annual Legends for Lights Pheasant 
Jamboree. Mike was a founding board member of the Northern Lights Athletic 
Scholarship Foundation. Through fundraisers such as the Pheasant Jamboree 
and the Spring Fling, NLASF has been able to raise more than  $1 million to 
support Northern’s athletic scholarships and programs.

Founders’ Excellence

The Founders’ Excellence award is given to individuals in honor 
of their professional accomplishments, loyalty, and service that have 
enhanced the development of MSU-Northern.

Gerry Veis ’83 played his final two years of collegiate 
basketball at Northern. During that time, he was named All 
-Conference his senior year and Most Valuable Player of 
the Frontier Conference along with the first Lights player 
named All-District. Gerry was inducted into the Northern 
Athletic Hall of Fame in 2001.

He served on the MSUN Alumni Association Board from 
1996–2002 and was President of the MSUN Alumni Association Board from 
1998–2002. He was an Ex-officio MSUN Foundation Board member from 
1996–2002. He also served as a board member of the Northern Lights Athletic 
& Scholarship Foundation from January 2004 through December 2013. He was 
instrumental in creating the “N” on the hill at Blue Pony Stadium and performing 
the upkeep for several years, for which he was awarded MSUN Volunteer of the 
Year in 2010. 

Gerry and Pam, his wife of 30 years, have been involved in the Adopt a Light 
program since its inception and have thoroughly enjoyed and supported not 
only their adopted Light but anyone they bring along.



Photograph by Northern Alumna
Callie (Ronning) McIntosh ‘01

Mustard near Havre
at McIntosh Farms
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Northern is excited to see 
what new Head Coach Aaron 
Christensen has in store for 
this upcoming football season. 
Having coached at the NAIA level for over 10 seasons, he has worked as 
a Running Back Coach, Video Coordinator, Passing Game Coordinator, 
and Wide Receivers' Coach. He has also been part of four consecutive 
HAAC Championships and four NAIA Playoff appearances over the 
past four seasons, including an NAIA Semi-Final appearance in 2012. 

Christensen came in with a clear plan for the Lights team. Speaking with 
the Havre Daily News, he said, “Offensively, first, we’re going to be a 
physical football team. That’s very important. Even if we don’t play well, 
we want to be able to say we played more physical than our opponent. 
Second, we need to be efficient. We put a big emphasis on not beating 
ourselves, on eliminating the bad plays, turnovers, penalties, sacks, 
and dropped passes. If we’re efficient in those areas, we are going 
to win games. And lastly, we have to be balanced. I’m a believer in 
having a power run game. I like to always have a tight end on the field. 
But we have to be balanced offensively to be successful.” In addition, 
Christensen is focused on recruiting kids with good character who want 
to succeed academically and in the community. With a clear direction and 
focused plan, this year’s season will not be one to miss.

Meet the 
new face of 
Lights Football

Attend MSU-Northern’s Homecoming game on September 19th and 
watch our Lights take on the University of Montana-Western Bulldogs



Wrestling
The 5th ranked Lights team placed 8th overall with a 
score of 57.5 in this year’s NAIA National Championship. 
After three days of upsets and victories, three NAIA All-
Americans were named: Garrett DeMers, Toby Cheff, 
and Ethan Hinebauch. DeMers placed 2nd in the 
nation at 197, Cheff placed 3rd in the nation at 285 and 
Hinebauch finished 5th in the nation at 165.

Skylights Basketball
The Skylight basketball team finished the 2014-2015 
season with an overall record of 29-6, the third highest 
win total in school history. They finished in second 
place in the Frontier Conference with a record of 11-3 
and they received an at-large bid to the NAIA National 
Tournament in Independence, Missouri, where they 
advanced to the Elite 8.

Lights Basketball
The Lights basketball team reached the semi-final 
game of the Frontier Conference tournament for the 
11th time in 13 seasons. The team led the Conference 
in defense and 3-point shooting percentage and 3’s 
made, 2nd nationally in the latter two categories. 
The team included three All-Conference players and 
boasted four Academic All-Conference players.

Volleyball
The Skylights volleyball team had a number of players 
receive awards and honors during the 2014 season.  
Dayna Jensen finished a standout career by being 
named to the All-Frontier Conference second team.  
Jensen was also named a Frontier Conference Player 
of the Week. Dayna Jensen, Erin Jensen, and Cydney 
Auzenne all earned Academic All-Conference honors.  

Rodeo
Competing against schools from 12 different regions 
in the National Intercollegiate Rodeo Association, this 
year’s Lights & Skylights rodeo teams both took seventh 
out of 120 teams. Regionals were held at the University 
of Montana-Missoula where Colton Henderson, who 
received his welding certificate this past year, placed 
seventh in the region in saddle bronc riding. 



In February, Northern announced 
it would be starting a men’s and 
women’s cross country team. With 
its inception came the need for a 
coach and Northern’s very own Chad 
Spangler stepped in. A Northern 
alum, Spangler ‘96 is the Assistant 
Professor of Health Promotions and 
has been a longtime advocate of 
running: “The main reason I am right 
for this job is because I am incredibly 
enthusiastic about both running 
and college education….” That 
enthusiasm has been a great asset 
as Spangler recruits the desired 10 
men and women from high schools 
and junior colleges across the Hi-
Line. Since the announcement, 16 
students have signed on for the fall 
season.

Northern’s choice to start the 
program had a two-fold reasoning 
behind it. “We want to help grow our 
athletics programs and do what we 
can to help the Frontier Conference,” 
Northern’s Athletic Director Christian 
Oberquell explained. For the Frontier 
Conference to be affiliated with the 
NAIA in cross country, six teams must 
participate within the Conference. 
Northern aims to lead by example 
with this cross country endeavor in 
hopes that other qualifying colleges 
will follow suit.

Cross Country 
comes to Northern



September 24-25, 2015

MSU-Northern
Counselors’ Retreat

Join MSU-Northern Graduate 
Studies for the 1st Annual MSU-
Northern Counselors’ Retreat. 
This annual event will be hosted 
at the MSUN campus in Havre, 
Montana. Participants will have an 
opportunity to connect with peers, 
discuss changes in the counseling 
landscape, and earn CE credit.

Northern announced the reinstatement of the Secondary 
Education programs in Health & Physical Education and 
General Science 5-12. Carol Reifschneider, the Interim 
Dean of the College of Education, Arts & Sciences and 
Nursing said “These are the degrees that our students as 
well as school districts in the region are looking for and 
we are confident that the education they are receiving is 
at the highest standard.”

Students can enroll in these programs this fall and take 
classes in subjects ranging from Community Recreation 
to Methods of Teaching Secondary Science. For more 
information, call Admissions at 406.265.3704.

In the coming year, Reifschneider hopes to get approval 
for Secondary Education Broadfield Social Sciences and 
English for the 2016-2017 academic year.

Secondary Education is Back!



On May 1 of this year, as Northern 
celebrated the graduation of 189 students, a 
select group of alumni were also celebrating 
a milestone – the 50 year (or greater) 
anniversary of their graduation.  It was a 
memorable homecoming for all of them, but 
a very special day for one Golden Graduate.

“I was supposed to walk in the graduation 
in 1965, but I got drafted,” said Leonard 
Guardipee (‘65 BS Physical Science.) 
“Instead of being at graduation, I was at 
basic training.”

After basic training, Leonard had his 
deployment deferred because he had a 
contract signed to teach science at St. 
Labre Indian Catholic School. While there, 
Leonard met and married his wife, Dixie. 
They moved to North Dakota so that Leonard 
could attend graduate school at UND.

“Northern opened many doors for me,” 
Guardipee said. He enjoyed taking classes 
from Frances Yeager, Bill Brumley, and 
Horace Borchert. “It was a great place to get 
an education,” he added.

He was the first in his family to receive a 
college degree, but he didn’t stop there. After 

Guardipee right, pictured with 
his great-grandson, Andrew 
Leonard Hogan.

Featured 
Alumnus
Leonard Guardipee ‘65



a stint teaching at White Sulphur 
Springs, Guardipee was hired as 
Director of Special Services and 
Director of the Upward Bound 
program at Eastern Montana 
College. He went on to work 
as a supervisory guidance 
counselor at Browning High 
School, his hometown, and took 
classes from MSU-Bozeman 
to get his certification to be a 
Principal and a Superintendent. 
Guardipee spent a year as 
the Superintendent at Heart 
Butte before moving back to 
Browning to serve as Assistant 
Principal of Browning High 
School. In addition to his work 
in education Guardipee also 
served in tribal government for 
17 years.

When asked about his favorite 
memories of Northern, 
Guardipee said, “I was so used 
to the dormitory life. I liked the 
dormitory life (at Northern). 
One thing about going to school 
when you’re broke, you don’t 
get into mischief.”

Guardipee is retired now and 
has a ranch outside of Browning 
where he raises cattle. He and his 
wife enjoy spending time with 
their children, grandchildren, 
and great-grandchildren.



Class Notes
George Petrie ‘39 Thelma and I 
are in our mid-nineties and have 
the ‘old folks’ aches and pains but 
we are grateful to have our mental 
‘marbles’ and still live in our home 
and I still drive the car. We met at 
NMC and were married August 
15, 1945. We have fond memories 
of NMC.

Ethel (McIntyre) Hess ‘45 I spent 
two of the happiest years of my 
life on campus in the women’s 
residence hall. Right now I’m living 
in Boise, ID near my son, Kevin.

Kathleen (O’Gorman) Bawolski 
‘46 Retired as a medical secretary. 
I enjoy traveling and volunteering 
at a local hospital. I have four 
children, four grandchildren, and 
four great-grandchildren.

Stanley ‘63 & Allie Russell ‘48 
Are enjoying life and the time 
they spend with their great-

grandchildren Bryce & Brock 
Wirtzehberger, and Kellan 
Grobner.

John Andrew ‘50 In retirement, 
John is working on his goal to ski 
every hill in the lower 48. At the 
age of 83 he has skied 526 out 
of the 670 hills he knows about. 

Jeanette A. (Waisath) Huntsman 
‘54 Retired from teaching June 
1999. Completed B.S. degree 
from Weber State 1977 in 
Elementary Education and Special 
Education. Resource Teacher for 
21 years for Box Elder School 
District, Brigham City, UT. Taught 
Resource, K through 6th grade 
in Willard Elementary. Am now a 
substitute teacher since retiring. 
I have 15 grandchildren and 6 
great-grandchildren. 

Marvin & Beth (Maness) 
Schweitzer ‘64 We are doing 
super. I am 73 and my husband is 
71. Marv is super. He had to quit 
painting houses because of ‘back 
pain’. I taught until 2003. Marv quit 
in 1995.

Glenn & Bonnie (Boe) Patchell  
Glenn ‘67: 36 years as a high 
school teacher and coach. Now 
14 years as English Supervisor for 
UCI School of Education Irvine, 



California. 
Bonnie ‘67: 30 years private piano 
teacher. 13 grandchildren and six 
great-grandchildren! Life’s great!

Robert  E. “Bob” Lee ‘67 Received 
an honorary doctorate in science 
from Montana State University 
during the 2015 commencement 
ceremony. This honor came as a 
result of his service, commitment 
to education, and leadership in the 
agricultural community.

Rollie Sullivan ‘75 was inducted 
into the Montana Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame in July.

Greg Kegel ‘76 Received the 
Montana Ambassadors Educator 
of the Year Award from Governor 
Steve Bullock and the Montana 
Ambassadors. He was officially 
named Chancellor of MSU-
Northern in May by the Montana 
Board of Regents.

Susan (Lasher) McMinn ‘79 
Received her PhD from Gonzaga 
University and will start teaching 
online classes for Chamberlain 
School of Nursing.

Steve Clawson ‘79 Steve 
joined NorthWestern Energy in 
Missoula as Manager, Community 
Relations.

Melissa (Parker) Green ‘88, 
‘92 was hired as the new Vice 
President of Student Services for 

the College of the Siskiyous in 
Weed, California.

Kerry Parsons ‘89, ‘99 In March, 
Parsons was named the new 
principal at Charles M. Russell 
High School in Great Falls, MT.

Kathy Van Tighem ‘94, ‘99 Van 
Tighem was recognized as the 
June Hometown Hero in the Great 
Falls Tribune for her work as the 
counselor at Great Falls High 
School and work at Camp Francis, 
a weeklong event for kids who are 
grieving.

Rob Davis ‘03 Awarded the Del 
Strommen Trend Setter Award 
by the Glasgow Chamber of 
Commerce & Agriculture. The 
award goes to someone who 
shows innovation in agriculture 
and community involvement.

Ken Wardinsky ‘03  Accepted 
a position as the new Chief 
Information Officer at North Idaho 
College in Coeur d’Alene, ID.

Tonja Brewer ‘04 Winner of 
the 26th Montana Statehood 



Centennial Bell Award honoring 
the Montana History Teacher of 
the Year at the fourth through sixth-
grade level.

Robert Ebeling ‘06 Married Erica 
Rominger on July 4th. The couple 
reside near Great Falls, MT.

Holly Haas 08’ & Garrett Neiffer 
‘09 Holly and Garrett welcomed 
Paislee Rae into the world on July 
7th at 6lbs 11oz.

Adam Wabeke ‘09 Started working 
at the University of Washington in 
Seattle as a Network Specialist.

Michael Kellam ‘10 Mike joined 
Independence Bank of Havre as 
a credit analyst serving ag and 
commercial customers.

Tamecia Jarvis ‘11 In May, Jarvis 
was hired as the new Havre High 
School Volleyball Coach.

Tom Metcalfe ‘11 At the 2015 
CCA (Competitive Carries 
Association) expo, Tom received 
the Excellence in Marketing Award 
for the Triangle Communication 
radio ad ‘Sure Beats Underwear’. 

This award honors the most 
innovative marketing campaigns 
in the competitive carrier market, 
based on their creativity and 
effectiveness.

Beau LaSalle ‘13 Married Maia 
Aageson in Havre on June 20th.

Doug Leisinger ‘13 & Kelly Johns 
‘15 announced their engagement 
and will marry on September 19th 
in Great Falls, MT.

Mary Kaercher ‘14 Finished as 
the second runner-up in the Miss 
Montana pageant and was chosen 
for the Miss Congeniality award as 
well as the Spirit and Leadership 
Award.

Joni Nagy ‘14 Accepted a Head 
Volleyball Coaching position at 
Big Bend Community College in 
Moses Lake, WA.

Photos are from the 1965 
‘Northerner’ yearbook.



‘37 Marion (Lockhart) Briggs
‘37 Andy Hammer
‘41 Kathlyn (Kuhr) Dyer
‘43 Mary (Crowe) Vosen
‘44 Catherine (O’Connor) Marien
‘44 Avis (Ridgeway) Perry
‘51 ‘59 Laura (McKinnie) Palm
‘53 Evelyn (Petr) Bitz
‘55 Sue (Rawlings) Hotzel 
‘56 ‘60 Charles Lewellen
‘56 Betty (Beatty) Boadle 
‘57 Gale Thielman
‘61 Lila (Bannen) Byrne
‘63 Jack Owen Dukleth
‘64 Elizabeth Pollack
‘64 Margaret (Reid) Thune
‘73 Mabel (Keough) Pagel
‘74 ‘86 Naomi Bowers
‘75 ‘87 Preston Stiffarm
‘79 James Smith
‘85 ‘88 Jay Hastings
‘85 Lois Ann Nichols
‘87 Gail Ellen (Hartmann) King-Schlosser
‘95 Robert Gaither
‘99 James Borgreen
‘09 Rosemary L. Crebs
‘13 Brian Bosch

You’ll be missed



This year’s commencement marked the 50th 
anniversary for the graduating class of 1965 but we 
were thrilled to be joined by alumni from several 
class years. The weekend was full of conversation 
and Northern memories as the group gathered over 
lunch with the Chancellor and toured the campus 
in the iconic ‘Goose’. On commencement day 
the alumni donned their golden gowns and were 
presented honorary diplomas as they crossed the 
platform.

Pictured from left to right: Leonard Guardipee ‘65, James Carlisle ‘65, 
Jeanette (Luraas) Mattfeldt ‘54, Judy (Bubnash) Buflod ‘65, Franklin 
Sharples ‘40, Irene (Lund) Langlois ‘53, Barbara (Magda) Ophus ‘60. 
Not pictured: Anita Powers ‘66

Hey, class of 1966! Would you like to attend your Golden Reunion? 
Have some classmates you’d like to see? Let us know and we will make 
sure they get invited.  Ceremonies are held the first weekend of May.

2015 Gol den Reunion



SHARE 
YOUR 
NEWS

Letters not your style? 
Visit us online at northernalumnifoundation.org to 
get your class note added to our next newsletter. 

Have some news 
you can’t keep a 
secret? Did you 
get married, have 
a child, or get 
promoted? We’d 
love to know! Fill 
out the form and 
return it to the 
Northern Alumni 
Foundation to 
have your news 
included in our 
next newsletter.

http://www.msun.edu/alumni/update-info.aspx
http://www.msun.edu/alumni/update-info.aspx


189
Graduates

107
Female

85
Male

Because of donors and 
members like you, 
Northern was able to 
award over $177,000 
in scholarships to 
179 deserving students. 
These students are some 
of the most accomplished 
and respected students 
at Northern and it’s with 
generous contributions 
that we are able to help 
them succeed.

With your support, we 
will continue to attract 
the best and the brightest 
to Northern and develop 
highly educated teachers, 
nurses, and diesel 
technicians. So again, 
thank you. Northern is a 
success because of you.

Name

Years Attended/Graduated

Degree

Spouse’s Name, Maiden Name

Address

Email

City   State  Zip Code

Phone Number                Cell/Home

Not interested in being a member? 
Support Northern by contributing to:

Join the Alumni Association We want to say...

Thank You

Friends of Northern (Non Alumni)
Single $50 Family $60

Lifetime Membership
Single $500 Family $600

Annual Membership
Single $40 Family $50 New Grad $15

Auto/Diesel Technology Center

Foundation Annual Fund

Other

Scholarships

AB
F1

5



Sept 19
Havre Festival Days 
Homecoming Parade 10AM

Sept 14-19 MSU-Northern 
Homecoming Week

Sept 17
Skylights Volleyball vs Lewis-
Clark State College 7PM

Sept 19
Lights Football vs University of 
Montana-Western 1PM

Oct 3 Northern Alumni Chinese Auction
Student Union Building 6PM

Aug 22
Northern Alumni Foundation 
Community Movie Night
Pershing Hall Courtyard 8:30PM

Upcoming Events

Dear Alumni and Friends,

We are excited to provide you with another edition of the Aurora 
Borealis newsletter. As you can see, Northern had an exceptional 
academic year and we are looking forward to great things for the 2015-
16 year. I have been out on the road meeting with some of our alumni 
and hearing inspiring stories about Northern, but I would love to hear 
from you. If you have a story about Northern or one of Northern’s 
alumni, let me know.

From academics to athletics to community involvement, 
Northern students and alumni continue to make a 
positive impact. All of these accomplishments would 
not have been possible if it had not been for supporters 
like you. Thank you for your continued support and go 
Lights and Skylights!

Sincerely, 

Jim Bennett       Executive Director      MSU-Northern Alumni Foundation
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