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About the Staff

Shantel Cronk, our new Executive 
Director, was born and raised on a ranch 
on the Hi-Line and went to high school 
in Chinook, MT. Her grandmother, Leona, 
was one of the first students at Northern 
Montana College in 1929! Shantel joined 
the Foundation in August of this year.

Amanda Meyer serves as Chief Financial 
Officer. She is from Illinois and moved 
with her husband, Josh Meyer (Professor 
of Automotive Technology at Northern), 
to Havre over six years ago. Amanda is 
the source of all information related to 
finances and gifts to the Northern Alumni 
Foundation. 

Lee Lounder joined the Foundation over 
the summer. She moved to Montana from 
Washington State, but was raised in El 
Paso, Texas. As the Outreach Specialist, 
she promotes alumni engagement and 
creates all of our outreach material.
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90 Year Legacy
September 24th marked the 90th anniversary of the 
first day that Northern Montana College opened its 
doors to students. That day there were five members 
of the faculty and 80 students. Classes were held at 
Havre High School. There was no campus - not yet. 
Over the next twenty seven years Northern’s campus 
was built from the ground up until, eventually, all 
operations moved to where the school now stands.

Northern has a tenacious history, marked by adversity, 
perseverance, and community support. Perhaps the 
most famous building on campus is a testament to 
our legacy, John J. Pershing Hall. 

In the height of the Great Depression, Northern 
Montana College was granted $1000 by the state 
Board of Education to help construct what would 
become Pershing Hall. Laborers dismantled buildings 
at Fort Assiniboine, taking everything they could use. 
They took timbers, windows, the hardwood floors, and 
even the plumbing fixtures. 

Dr. G. H. Vande Bogart, President of NMC at the time, 
wrote a letter to General Pershing in Washington DC 
to ask permission to give the building his namesake. 
By 1933, General Pershing held the highest military 
rank in the United States. He was Commander General 

of the American 
Expiditionary forces in 
WWI. But early in his 
career, he served as 
first lieutenant to the 
10th Calvary at Fort 
Assiniboine. He gladly 
allowed Dr. Vande 
Bogart to name the 

3 Hauling building material from the fort



building after him, writing:

This article used information from Keith Doll’s three-part 
series on the construction of Pershing Hall The Looking 
Glass, published in 2008.
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As MSU-Northern enters the year 2020 and looks back 
on almost a century of history in north central Montana, 
it is amazing to see the web of lives this school has 
touched. We are proud of the founders of Northern 
who fought for a college to be here. And, surely, they 
would be proud of what their school has become.

 “your letter...has brought 
back most pleasant 
recollections of my 
service at the post.”

Pershing Hall was finished 
in 1934. There was a stage 
in the back of the building 
that was enclosed to make 
more classrooms in 1953. 
Now, Pershing is home 
to our arts and graphic 
design classes.  



Fall Recap

Tailgates

Fall semester flew by! In addition to two new staff 
members, the Foundation added three new Board 
members: Shari Baltrusch, Michelle Burchard, 
and Marilyn McLain. We said goodbye to Jodi 
Korb, Jamie Young, and Gunnar VanderMars 
and sincerely thank them for their service to the 
Northern Alumni Foundation during their terms. 

The Northern Lights football team hosted five home 
games this season. A group of dedicated volunteers 
from the NLASF hosted a tailgate at every game - 
from balmy 60° afternoons to freezing, wet snowy 
days and even one night game! They provided food, 
libations, and good cheer. 

This will be the last 
year of tailgating 
outside Blue Pony 
Stadium. We want 
to offer our sincere 
gratitude to the 
NLASF volunteers 
who made these 
tailgates so much 
fun. Thank you!

In September we 
hosted a tailgate in 
Helena. Next season 
we want to bring 
more Northern spirit 
around the state, so 
keep your eye out for 
our traveling tailgate. 
in 2020.5



Alumni Auction

Homecoming
On the day of the Homecoming Football game, we 
made our big public announcement that Northern 
will soon have a stadium on its campus for the first 
time in its history. We honored the initial donors to the 
campaign by bringing them out on the field before the 
Homecoming Game. 

That weekend we were hit by a historic winter storm 
that deposited a little over a foot of snow! But our 
Lights and Skylights battled on. The Cross-Country 
team took first place at the Battle of the Border - not 
an easy feat in heavy snow!

The annual Alumni Auction was a huge success - one 
of the most well-attended events we’ve ever had! The 
Auction takes place every Fall semester and raises 
money for student scholarships. This year we raised 
over $26,000! This event wouldn’t be possible without 
the generous support of local businesses, individuals, 
and the volunteers who help us pull it off. We can’t wait 
for next year’s Auction!
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Hop to It
In 2017, Clay Boyce graduated from MSU-Northern 
with his Associates degree in Agriculture Technology. 
Growing up on a farm in Winifred, MT, he returned 
home with the thought that he needed to start his 
own business. That business: hops.

Breweries are booming in 
Montana. Our state was ranked 
2nd in the nation in 2019 for 
the number of craft breweries. 
Havre has three! Montana 
is also the second highest 
producer of malt in the nation. 
But hops, the aromatic, bitter 
essential ingredient to craft 
brews are still primarily grown 
in Oregon, Washington, and 
Idaho.
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Hops varieties are in ever-
growing demand. Clay’s 
interest as a farmer was to see 
how financially successful a 
hops operation could be, so he 
started with 5 acres and four 
varieties: Chinook, nugget, crystal, and centennial. 

The hops went to Gally’s Brewing Company in 
Harlowton, MT where they were made into a delicious 
brew. Clay is looking to expand his operation to 10 acres 
and possibly integrate some different varieties so that 
he can have a long-term hops business. He valued the 
business and agronomy classes he took at Northern 
as part of his degree, finding them extremely helpful to 
navigate his new venture. Good job Clay!



We are excited to spread the word that a new 
scholarship is available to MSU-Northern students! 
The 66th Montana Legislature approved $2 million 
in need-based student aid during the last legislative 
session. 

Montana Access Scholarship

The Northern Alumni Foundation must raise $30,000 
this year for the first round of Montana Access 
Scholarships. We are only $10,000 away!  

Each dollar you give toward the Montana Access 
Scholarship is automatically doubled by the state 
until we reach $30,000. That means that this year 
we will be able to hand out 60 $1,000 scholarships. 
Make your donation today by giving online at our 
website.

All of this money must be matched by private 
donations - totaling $4 million in need-based aid for 
students across the Montana University System for 
the next two years.

80% of students at 
Northern receive some 
form of financial aid

$

78% of the student body 
are first-generation college 
students
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MSU-Northern Sports Complex

We launched a public fundraising campaign 
for the MSU-Northern Sports Complex on 
September 23rd. Our goal is to raise $3 million by 
Spring 2020 in order to build a field on campus 
that is ready for play for the Fall 2020 season (see 
figure B). 

Figure A

Future phases of the Sports Complex will lead 
to a complete multi-level health and wellness 
building with state-of-the-art exercise facilities, 
new classrooms, a banquet room, and retail 
space (see figure A). This facility will be a key tool 
for recruitment and retention on our campus. 
A facility like this will give Northern a student-
life edge to match its top-notch educational 
programs.
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Figure B

“We will bring people together in a community 
center for events of all kinds,” Chancellor Greg 
Kegel said at the press conference on September 
23rd to launch the public campaign. As of today 
we have raised $2.4 million dollars. “Nearly 100% of 
these gifts have come from Montana’s Hi-Line,” the 
Chancellor said, “the grassroots, community-level 
support for this program has been incredible.”

Thanks to Independence Bank, pledges will help 
with construction costs since the bank is loaning 
the value of all pledges made to Northern Alumni 
Foundation at zero-interest. This means anyone 
can pledge any amount and the Foundation will 
immediately receive the full pledge value from the 
bank to complete construction. The offer applies to 
all pledges made for up to 5 years.

And we need your help! We are 80% to our goal but 
in order to have a game ready field by Fall 2020 we 
need support from friends of Northern and our alumni 
everywhere. You can make a pledge or donate online 
at: www.northernalumnifoundation.org
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Call for Memories
We are looking for pictures and videos! It may 
seem silly in this age of social media that we are 
asking for even more photos, but we need them! 

If you have a tale to tell, a legend to spread, a 
funny picture, or even tapes of campus from when 
you were here, please send them to your Alumni 
Foundation! We want to compile your pictures and 
stories into an online portfolio for everyone to share 
and enjoy. Some stories might make it into the 
Spring Aurora.

Depending on what you’d like to share, we may 
have to ask for it in a certain format so that we can 
preserve a copy in the highest quality we can. To 
share your story please email alumni@msun.edu.
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The Foundation has several copies of each 
Northerner (the yearbook that is now discontinued) 
from over the years, but we are looking for more 
personal stories to help us understand what 
Northern was really like for the students, faculty, 
and staff of the past.

Who remembers this party?



Notable Moments

On October 11 of this year, Sydney 
participated in the MOAB 240 
Endurance Run. Here is what the 
website states: “‘238 mile footrace 
through desert, 2 mountain 
ranges, slick rock, canyons, and 
some of the most legendary 
terrain and trails in the world in 
world class destinations around 
Moab, Utah!” 

Written by Bill Lanier

On September 14th, Northern 
Alumni and former Northern 
Light wrestler, Hunter Azure, 
made his UFC (Ultimate Fighting 
Championship) debut at “UFC 
Fight Night 158 Cowboy vs. 
Gaethje.” Hunter won his bout 
vs. Canadian, Brad Katona, by a 
Unanimous Decision. .
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Hunter is the younger brother of former Northern Light 
All-American and current Eastern Oregon Head Coach 
Dustyn Azure. Congratulations Hunter!!

While Sydney did not complete the race, that does not 
diminish her accomplishment! She did run 129.2 miles in 
approximately 75 hours. To put that in a little perspective 
that is just under five consecutive marathons and that is 
approximately the distance of Havre, Montana, to Conrad, 
Montana.

Hunter Azure came to Northern in the fall of 2010 from 
Poplar, Montana. In February of 2010 Hunter became the 
17th Montana High School wrestler to be a four-time state 
champion



A Northern Legacy

On August 13th, 2019, MSU-Northern lost a beloved 
member of our community. Mavis Wastweet (Filler) 
Farnham passed away. Mavis made a huge impact 
on the students she cared for at Northern and her 
coworkers.  During her time at Northern she spent 
eight years as the International Club advisor. Bill 
Lanier wrote this in his tribute to her:

“As much as she loved working with the International 
students, they loved her just as much, if not more! A 
great example of this love is stated is Mavis’ obituary: 
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Mavis was also part of the Timely Trio for 35 years. 
Together with Kim Callahan and Dena Tippets, they 
recorded an original by Callahan titled “The Havre 
Song” to spread community pride. In November 2019, 
the Havre city council adopted it as the official song of 
the city. 

Her family stated that her final wish was:

For those who wish to donate to this new scholarship, 
you may mail a check to the Foundation and 
reference Mavis in the memo. You may also donate 
online at our memorial page. 
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“...her family grew to include many students and parents 
from other countries. They called her their American 
Mom, as she took on caring for them as her own. The 
love created with them was so strong that some traveled 
far distances to visit with her and share memories in her 
final days.”

Alumnus and former International Club member 
Jack Zhang upheld that wish by starting “The Mavis 
Filler Farnham Memorial Scholarship” in her honor. 
This will be a $500 scholarship beginning in Fall 
2020 that is “open to all students with a good GPA 
and have demonstrated positive contributions to the 
community.”

“...for people to show kindness to 
others, so please, in her honor, be 

sure to spread love and light to those 
whose paths you cross.” 

www.northernalumnifoundation.org/support/
memorial.html



In Memory of a Friend
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Harold “Hal” Krick, 75, of Chicago 
and Lauderdale Lakes, Wisconsin, 
died August 25, 2019 after a brief 
illness. Hal graduated with the 
class of ‘67 (see his senior picture, 
left) and was a football alumnus 
who made many memories at 
Northern Montana College.  His 
life-long friend Dan Nelsen 
shared some stories with us after 
he passed.

They met as teammates. Hailing from Chicago, Hal was 
part of the “Chicago Guys” who were, Dan says, “my closest 
friends for my first year of school.” After graduation, they 
became teachers in rural Montana, briefly losing touch and 
then reconnecting.

They lived together, shared work stories, and “even 
played golf in the snow while carrying a six-pack around.” 
Eventually, both men married and went their separate ways. 
Dan was Hal’s best man for his wedding to Francie Heenan, 
and they went on to enjoy 47 years of marriage.  

Hal moved to Chicago where he trained to be a prosthetist. 
He had a distinguished career at Northwestern’s 
Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago. He received a 
prestigious award from President Carter for the 
development of the removable rigid dressing for below-
knee amputees. Hal was also a talented remodeler and fine 
furniture craftsman.

Many can relate to the important bonds that we form in 
college. As Dan says, “My life and that of Hal Krick were 
closely tied together. The college years and those that 
followed were formational in everything we have done since.” 

Thank you Dan for sharing your stories with us.



Congratulations!
In October of 2019, Patricia 
(Trish) Conaster was one 
of six people to receive 
the award “Distinguished 
Men and Women of 
Prince of Wales Island”. 
Helping Ourselves Prevent 
Emergencies (HOPE), 
Prince of Wales’s domestic 
violence and sexual assault 
advocacy center, presented 
the award. 

Deena also stated, “She offers compassion, sensitivity, 
and professionalism during one of the most 
devastating times of someone’s life. I have worked 
with many fine nurses throughout my 34+ year nursing 
career…she is one of the best.”

Written by Bill Lanier

A colleague of Trish’s at the PeaceHealth Medical 
Group: Prince Wales, Deena Taylor, stated the award 
was bestowed on Trish due to her “…volunteer work 
with the Sexual Assault Response Team (SART) as a 
trained RN.”

Trish graduated from Northern in 2005 with her 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Nursing. She is married 
to Havre High graduate and former Northern student, 
Trampus Conatser. Trish and Trampus are the parents 
of two children. If the name Conatser sounds familiar, 
it should! Trish’s mother-in law is former long-time 
Northern employee and Food Service Director, Pamela 
Miller Conatser. Thank you for your important work and 
congratulations Trish!
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May 8-9, 2020
MSU-Northern | Havre, MT

Save the Date!

50-Year Class Reunion

Class of
PO Box 1691
Havre, MT 59501


