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On February 14, 2019 the MSU-Northern Alumni Foundation 
announced that it received an estate bequest of $682,000 
to create an endowed scholarship fund for Education 
students.

“This is a legacy gift in every way,” said MSU-Northern 
Chancellor Greg Kegel. “This endowment will allow MSU-
Northern to help future teachers attain their degrees for 
generations to come.”

“Northern is proud to support students who are passionate 
about teaching. Providing financial assistance removes 
barriers, reduces stress, and helps them achieve their 
goals,” said Kegel.

Olive and Elmer Sanborn provided the bequest, which is 
one of the largest ever received by the university.

“Olive Sanborn saw the value of investing in rural 
education,” said Kegel, “and she recognized that Northern 
has a long, proud history of recruiting and educating the 
teachers of rural Montana. Her gift makes it possible for 
Northern to continue fulfilling that mission well into the 
future,” said Kegel.

LEAVING
A

LEGACY



Olive Carnahan Sanborn was born in Fort Benton in 
1917 and moved to South Dakota as a small child. In 1939, 
Olive met and married Elmer Sanborn and they farmed 
near Hurley, South Dakota, for a number of years. While 
there, she graduated from Freeman Junior College and 
the University of South Dakota in Vermillion with degrees 
in education. In 1964, 
Olive and Elmer moved 
to Montana,  and 
Olive graduated from 
Northern Montana 
College in 1969 with an 
Elementary Education 
degree. Olive taught at 
the school in Fort Benton while Elmer farmed near Loma.

Olive was a life-long learner. In addition to her degrees 
in Education, she studied history, social sciences, and 
attained a Master’s degree in education. She later returned 
to South Dakota to teach art, history, and government at 
Freeman Junior College. She retired and lived with her 
husband in Hurley, South Dakota, until Elmer Sanborn 
passed away in 1994. Olive passed away in 2016.

Olive Sanborn saw 
the value of investing 

in rural education
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TAKING A 
LOOK BACK



Using pop culture to teach 
the next generation

DIFFERENT 
APPROACH



First released in 1997, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, became 
an instant fan favorite among the young adult demographic. Now, over 
20 years since the book’s release, this generation of “Potterheads” is in 
college and looking at Harry Potter in a new light. A self-proclaimed 
Potterhead, Dr. Valerie Guyant tasks students of her LIT 309 course 
with looking at the sub-textual plots of the books and how they apply 
to modern society. Student led discussions address topics such as life 
after death, health care, and other sociological issues of the book 
in comparison to our own. As part of their midterm, they developed 
a creative project that explored a topic within the Potterverse and 
within our own world. Students submitted works such as a video about 
whether love is the most powerful emotion, a board game about 
illusion versus reality and a card game about the mind of a criminal. 

Dungeons & Dragons was released in 1974 and set the trend for modern 
role-playing games. The characters travel through a fantasy setting, 
making choices that affect themselves and their “party’”throughout 
their quest. Dr. Joseph Todd uses the game to teach his PHIL 210 
students about ethical decisions of courage, honesty, justice, diversity, 
fairness, and equality. In a particular encounter, students decide if 
they will remain loyal to their party or if they’ll forsake the quest and 
align themselves with another group. This encounter spurred questions 
about cooperation and conflict resolution and what it means to be part 
of a community.



NORTHERN
STUDENT

HONORED

In December, Montana Campus Compact (MTCC) 
announced the winners of the George M. Dennison 
Civic Engagement Scholarship. The award recognizes 
students at MTCC affiliate campuses who have 
volunteered significant time, energy and resources 
– while pursuing a degree or certificate – to projects 
that make a meaningful difference in the lives of 
others, according the MTCC’s press release. Out of 
the 36 applications, Northern student, Durand T. Bear 
Medicine, was one of ten recipients.  

A senior and Community Leadership major, Durand 
provides guidance and leadership to youth. As a Pikuni 
Legacy Dancer and singer of different styles of Blackfeet 
dance, he exposes local and off-reservation youth to 
cultural diversity and practices. For youth experiencing 
issues with substance use or disorders, he connects 
them to resources available in the community. He is also 
a leader of the Grammy-nominated drum group, Young 
Grey Horse, a family group. 

“I observed my grandfather speak in Glacier National 
Park. He educated and shared his knowledge about the 
Blackfeet culture. His dedication and commitment to 
teaching others through storytelling…has inspired many. 



As the only Native American on the Board of Behavioral 
Health and the Montana Association of Alcoholism and 
Drug Abuse Counselors, I represent my community and 
all tribes as a voice.” 

“I envision a community that empowers our youth, 
community members, and the Blackfeet Tribe to live 
healthy through the practices of intervention, education, 
health & disease prevention, and cultural practices 
pertinent to direct care. A vision that will help them 
become healthy, drug free citizens in the community.”

Reprinted from Montana Campus Compact. (2018, December 8). George M. 
Dennison Civic Engagement Scholarships Awarded to Ten Montana College 
Students. Retrieved from www.mtcompact.org/awards-scholarships/george-m-
dennison-civic-engagement-scholarship/.

...I represent my community 
and all tribes as a voice“ ”





NORTHERN MOMENTS
Clockwise top left: Benefis Medical Group of Great Falls donated ten 
beds and a dozen boxes of supplies to the Nursing program for their 
new simulation lab. Campus improvements continue throughout the 
season. During the fall and winter, a new cooling system was installed 
for Cowan Hall. Even with the sub-zero temperatures, Northern students 

enjoyed getting out and hitting the slopes at Bear Paw Ski Bowl.



ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME 

FOUNDERS’ EXCELLENCE

&

Every year the Northern Alumni Foundation honors 
those who have made an impact at Northern. Two 
categories of awards are presented, the Founders’ 
Excellence award and the Alumni Athletic Hall of 
Fame award. The Founders’ Excellence acknowledges 
deserving individuals in honor of their professional 
accomplishments, loyalty and service that have 
enhanced the development of Montana State 
University-Northern. The Alumni Athletic Hall of Fame 
honors players, managers and coaches who have made 

outstanding contributions to athletics at Northern.



Stacie (Little) Barker was born in Salt Lake City, Utah, and played high 
school basketball at Cottonwood High School. Stacie came to Northern 
in 2007 after attending the College of Eastern Utah, now Utah State 
University Eastern. She was a starter on the Skylights basketball team 
for three seasons. She has 670 career rebounds, 294 career blocks (an 
MSU-Northern record), and is the all-time leader in blocked shots per 
game in the NAIA with 4.97. She averaged a double-double for her 
career (10.9 points and 11.16 rebounds per game) and in her senior 
year had three triple-double games. She is a two-
time First Team All-Frontier Conference player, 
two-time Frontier Conference Defensive Player 
of the Year, and in 2010 was named MSU-
Northern’s first Women’s Basketball Coaches 
Association First Team All-American. 
  
Stacie lives in Tooele, Utah, with her 
husband, Tysen, and their children. Stacie 
is a teacher in the Tooele County School 
District and is also Assistant Sports 
Director for the young women of 
her church and a youth leader for 
girls aged 8-11.

STACIE
LIT TLE
BARKER

Alumni Athletic Hall of Fame



Mitch Overlie was born in Chester, Montana, to Paul and Dorothie 
Overlie. As a child, Mitch only wanted to play sports—the fault of his 
brothers, Paul and Darren—primarily football, where he became an 
All-State player. He also wrestled from nine years old on. He ended 
his high school career in wrestling with a 126-26 record, placing 3rd 
(at 112), 3rd (at 119), and 2nd (at 130) in Montana State class BC. 
At MSU-Northern, he wrestled for Coach David Ray and became a 
three-time All-American, placing 6th, 5th, and 2nd. In his senior season, 
he was a co-captain of the 1998 National Championship team.

After graduation, Mitch was hired as an English teacher and head 
wrestling coach in Fallon, Nevada. He coached there for 17 years, 
producing over 20 state champions. The Greenwave are tied for 5th 

all-time in consecutive dual meet wins, with 42 straight 
(2005-2008). They were state runners-up three times 

(2006, 2008, 2014). He was also part of two state 
track team titles and broke a 40-year boys team 
state berth drought in cross country. Mitch continues 
to coach wrestling at Elko High School. There, he has 
added four more state champions to the ledger, 
and this season he led the Elko Indians to runner-
up at regionals and 6th at the state tournament. 
Several of the athletes he has coached in wrestling, 

football, track and cross country went on to 
compete at the collegiate level, and 

he has encouraged many to attend 
MSU-Northern. 

Mitch lives in Elko, Nevada with his 
wife Lissa and their children, Ethan 
and Chloe.

MITCH
OVERLIE

Alumni Athletic Hall of Fame



Dr. Leslie Ruyle came to Northern to play basketball and volleyball 
and graduated in 1995 with a BS in Biology and Ecology. She is an 
ecologist working cross-disciplinarily to create innovative solutions for 
conservation, conflict, and development. She holds a PhD in Ecology 
from the University of Georgia, served as a Peace Corps Volunteer 
in Ghana, West Africa, and has managed university-based initiatives 
for NSF and USAID. Having lived in four countries and traveled to over 
80 countries in her career, she has broad experience in international 
applied conservation and research including stints at the Savannah 
River Ecology Laboratory, Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute–
Panama, Honduran Coral Reef Foundation, Applied Biodiversity Science 
Program, Earthwatch, and the Center on Conflict and Development. 
Her work has been recognized with the UN’s Equator Prize Initiative 
and Dean’s Award for Interdisciplinary teams. 
 
Currently, she is building a program in DRC 
focused on supporting entrepreneurship in 
regions of conflict, conservation concern, 
and limited connectivity (EC3). She teaches 
at and serves as the Assistant Director of 
the Scowcroft Institute at the Bush School 
of Government and Public Policy at Texas 
A&M University in College Station, 
Texas. Her parents are Linda and 
Gary Ruyle.

LESLIE 
RU Y L E

Founders’ Excellence



Janice Brady was born in Glendive and raised in Miles City, Montana. 
She graduated from Custer County High School and worked in Miles 
City and Billings until coming to work in the Business Office at Northern 
Montana College in 1971. Over the next 40 years, Janice worked to 
support the Vice President/Dean of Students, was named the Director 
of Continuing Education and Summer Session, and finally served as the 
Dean of Extended University and Director of Summer Session. While 
working at Northern Janice received an AS in Business Administration, 
a BS in Secondary Education – Business Education, and an MS in Career 
Guidance and Counseling.

During her time at Northern, Janice was involved in a variety of 
programs at Northern. She directed the outreach sites in Lewistown 

and Great Falls and offered student support at those 
locations, directed a Rural Utilities Services grant 

that upgraded Northern’s telecommunications 
systems, and worked with faculty, chairs, 
and deans to schedule online classes. 
Janice also directed the Summer Sessions 
at Northern starting in 1988, helped 
organize and promote the Cabin Fever 
Institute lifelong learning workshops 
for 18 years, and as the Director of 

Continuing Education she worked with the 
Golden Triangle Curriculum Cooperative 

and many school districts to offer 
continuing education credit 
courses. Janice also directed 
two statewide programs 

JANICE
B R A DY

Founders’ Excellence



FUTURE STUDENT INFORMATION

Mail in your referral to: 
PO Box 1691, Havre, MT 59501 or visit: 
northernaf.org/alma-mater/refer-a-light.html

Name

Name

Address

E-mail

Area of interest

Relation to student

City   State    Zip Code

Phone Number

Phone Number

YOUR INFORMATION

housed on Northern’s 
campus: the Montana 
Environmental Learning 
Center  and the 
Montana Motorcycle 
Rider Safety program.

Janice’s community 
service includes work 
with the AARP Tax Aide 
Program, Bullhook 
Blossoms Garden 
Club, and serving as a 
forwarding agent for 
church missionaries in 
Cambodia.

Janice is married to 
Randy Bergren and has 
two sons, Craig and 
Daniel, one grandson, 
Blake, as well as 
four stepchildren, 
and eleven step- 
grandchildren.

R E F E R  A  
L I G H T

As a Northern supporter, you are the greatest 
advocate for our University.
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Name

Northern Grad?

Degree

Major

Class Year

Spouse’s Name & Maiden Name

Address

E-mail

City   State     Zip Code
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I want to leave my mark!
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I want to leave a legacy!

In the amount of:

Please apply this gift to:

Send me information about planned giving.

I’ve already included Northern in my will.

Excellence Fund

Scholarships

Other

Yes No

$50 $100$75 $500 Other



‘19 Sam Mix, B.S. Business Administration

“I have matured into the man I am today 
thanks to the help of my professors, my 

coaches, my employers and most importantly, 
my peers. Coming to MSU-Northern was 

one of the best decisions of my life and I will 
forever be grateful for this University and all 

the people associated with it.”
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