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Dear Alumni and Friends,

It’s been a cold and snowy winter 
in northern Montana, but the sun 
has come out and is starting to thaw 
the drifts around Havre. Spring 
signals the coming of graduation 
at Northern, a day when more than 
300 proud students walk across the 
stage and become the next group 
of Northern alumni. 

This spring is especially exciting 
because we will be opening the 
doors to our new Diesel Technology 
Center. The DTC project has been 
in the works for more than 10 years 
and after raising almost $4 million, 
we are excited to show the building 
off to our donors, alumni, and 
community.

There’s a lot to be thankful for this 
spring, and we owe so much of that 
to you. Thank you for continuing to 
support Northern!

Sincerely,

Jim Bennett
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$4.34M $4.37M
REVENUE  VS.  EXPENSE

REVENUE

Athletics

$733,893

$748,809

$2,036,722

$413,538

$36,586

$373,121

$327,934

$380,006

$333,333

$443,750

$10,204

$394,349

$418,347

$948,474

$551,032

$2,894,084

$8,941

$242,419

Scholarships

Programs

Diesel Building

Excellence Fund

Other

FY17 FY16 FY15

FY17 The Northern Alumni Foundation’s 
fiscal year runs July 1st - June 30th. 

The Northern Alumni Foundation is audited yearly by an 
independent auditing firm. Full financials can be found on 
the website at northernalumnifoundation.org
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Endowment
Performance

The total value of endowments 
was $6,227,129.

Number of scholarships awarded to 
outstanding and deserving students 
of Northern, valuing $439,683.324

FY
15

FY
16

FY
17

Misc 132

$6,227,129

$4,575,817

$4,592,728

Athletics 32

Business 24

AG 31

Categories listed highlight the range of assistance programs 
receive and does not account for total scholarships awarded.



Just under 20% of all agriculture, 
engineering technologies, and 

automotive technology graduates 
in Montana come from Northern.

Northern graduates made $31,200 in median 
wages a year after graduation, which is 50% 
more ($11,000) than the median across all 
four-year colleges in the state. 

MSU-Northern produces 
50% of all diesel technology 
graduates in the state. 

NORTHERN GRADUATE REPORT

 In August 2017, the Montana Department of Labor 
and Industry published a report on the labor 
market outcomes and supply and demand analysis 
for graduates of Northern. The report compares 

31K

20%

50%



80% of Northern graduates work in 
Montana a year after graduation, and 85% 
worked in Montana within five years of 
graduation.

80%

Median wages for MSU-Northern graduates 
equaled the median wage in Central 

Montana within two years of graduation. =
About a quarter of all school counselors 
trained in Montana earned a Master’s 
degree from MSU-Northern.

NORTHERN GRADUATE REPORT

Northern against other colleges and universities 
in the state of Montana. The above highlights a 
few of the findings. To read the whole report visit 
northernalumnifoundation.org

1/4



D I E S E L  T E C H N O L O G Y  C E N T E R
Ground was broken for the DTC May of 2016. It took the 
collaborative effort of MSU-Northern, the State of Montana, and 
several generous industry partners to make it become a reality. Now 
after just two years of construction the Diesel Technology Center will 
host its grand opening on May 23, 2018.



D I E S E L  T E C H N O L O G Y  C E N T E R



Running for a cause

NORTHERN ALUMNA COURTNEY (COTA) SHATZ HAS 
SOME ENERGY TO BURN AND A CAUSE TO SUPPORT.



A lumna Courtney (Cota) Schatz (‘17) has always been a go-getter. 
During her time at Northern she was Resident Director on her dorm floor, 
a member of the Business Professionals of America, a member of the 
Healthy Lifestyle Advocates and a competitor on Northern’s first Cross 
Country team. With what free time she did have, Courtney created her 
own running themed coloring book and designed and ran an escape 
room adventure game on campus.
 
So what lies ahead for this recent Graphic Design graduate? How about 
a 4,000+ mile run across the country. This summer, Courtney will run with 
25 others from San Francisco to New York as part of 4k for Cancer. 
This organization is designed to bring together people who have been 
affected by cancer and raise funds for the Ulman Cancer Fund for Young 
Adults.

What’s driving her to do this? On her fundraising page she states, ‘I 
am traveling with 4k for Cancer to inspire people to do good in the 
world. Sometimes it feels like you can’t make a difference, and I’m here 
to remind people that they are important, valued, and loved….’ On a 
personal note, Courtney has had her own experience with cancer that 
is fueling her to complete this journey. ‘My mom has had a couple of 
times where she has had the possibility of cancer but luckily it wasn’t quite 
at the cancer stage yet and could be removed fairly easily without too 
much complication. One of these times was when I was living a very 
long distance from home and had to wait three days to find out what the 
doctor was going to say to her. She called me and told me that she was 
cancer free and the lump in her breast was benign. I hung up and stood 
in the parking lot for a half hour and cried.’ For that reason and several 
more Courtney is ready to the hit the pavement running, ‘Being a good 
runner is about just doing the work every day and not quitting when 
it gets hard. It’s about going to early morning practices, sacrificing a 
brownie every now and then, and no matter what, getting your miles in.’ 

She will most definitely be getting her miles in this summer! To read more 
about Courtney’s journey visit 4kforcancer.org
 



THE 
6-MILL
LEVY
FUNDING HIGHER EDUCATION
IN MONTANA



THE 
6-MILL
LEVY



1 It simply renews an existing levy to fund 
colleges and universities that was set in 
1948 and has been approved by voters 
every ten years since without a single 
increase. 

THE 6-MILL LEVY IS NOT A NEW TAX.

2 Every community benefits from efforts like 
the scientific and agricultural research at 
universities and colleges that keeps farmers 
and ranchers on the cutting edge of new 
technologies and practices and helps protect 
our fisheries and public lands.

THE 6-MILL LEVY BENEFITS ALL MONTANA 
COMMUNITIES.  

reasons to support
6

THE 6-MILL LEVY



3 It is a commitment to future generations 
that has been approved by Montana voters 
for 70 years. This is a critical investment in 
our future generations and our state.

THE 6-MILL LEVY IS A MONTANA TRADITION. 

6 Montana students are paying 60% of tuition 
costs out-of-pocket, more than double 
burden placed on studenst just a generation 
ago. Without the levy, tuition could rise 
by 18%, making college unaffordable for 
many Montanans. 

The 6-Mill Levy keeps education more 
affordable for all Montanans.

4 The levy ensures Montana students have 
opportunities at 4- and 2-year colleges to 
help them compete for jobs within a year 
of graduation. 

The 6-Mill Levy readies graduates to 
compete for the jobs of tomorrow. 

5 Distribution of 6-Mill Levy funds is 
discussed and approved by citizens across 
the state who sit on the Montana Board 
of Regents. 

The 6-Mill Levy funds go directly to 
Montana colleges and universities. 



William (Bill) Crandall was born 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan, and 
his family moved to Missoula, 
Montana, when he was a child. 
Bill graduated from Missoula 

Loyola High School in 1973 and attended the University 
of Montana, where he received a bachelor’s degree in 
Accounting. After graduating, he took a position with the 
accounting firm Ernst and Ernst in Anchorage, Alaska. From 
there, Bill was hired as the controller for Pacific Western 
Lines, a tugboat company in Seattle, Washington. In 1986 
Bill moved back to Missoula to work for Modern Machinery, 
where he has been for 32 years. Modern Machinery, owned 
by Dennis Washington, is a 600 employee company 
that sells, rents, and repairs construction, mining, and 
forestry equipment and has 11 US branches in Montana, 
Idaho, Washington, and Oregon as well as three branches 

in far eastern Russia. 
Bill’s current title is Vice 
President of Finance & 
Operations.

Bill’s involvement with 
MSU-Northern goes back 
15 years. He has served 
on the Diesel Program 
Advisory Board, including 
serving as the board 
chair.  He has helped 
coordinate fundraisers 
for the Diesel Technology 
program, testified on 
behalf of Northern at the 

WILLIAM
CRANDALL

founders’ excellence inductees



Patr ic ia Holman was 
r a i s e d  o n  a  c a t t l e 
ranch south of Havre, 
Montana. She graduated 
from Havre Central High 
School and enrolled at 
Northern to pursue an 
associate’s degree as a 
legal secretary. Through 
her course of study at 
Northern she ended 
up graduating in 1969 

with two bachelor’s degrees in Business Education and 
Health and Physical Education. From there, Pat received 
a master’s degree in Education from the University of 
Utah, a bachelor’s degree in Accounting from Boise State 
University in 1976 and a master’s degree in Business 
Administration from the University of Montana in 1996.

Montana legislature, travelled with Northern recruiters on 
recruiting visits, sponsored and participated in the TekNoXpo, 
and he was instrumental in raising the necessary funds to 
build the new Diesel Technology Center. With Bill’s help, 
Modern Machinery has hired Northern students as interns, 
in cooperative learning roles, and the company currently has 
about 15 Northern alumni working as full-time employees.

Bill is married to Janet Crandall and they have three children: 
Jayme, married to Brandon; Lindsay, married to Jason; and 
Lauren. Bill and Janet have three granddaughters: Isla, 
Ruby, and Sylvie.

PATRICIA
HOLMAN



Through this time, Pat was successful in a variety of 
careers. Her first was as an Associate Professor at Boise 
State University, where she was also the founder and 
coach of the Gymnastics team. Pat was a judge at the 
first NCAA women’s gymnastics meet, the Pacific Rim 
International Gymnastics Meet, and several regional and 
national age-group gymnastics meets. After her time at 
Boise State, she and her husband owned and operated 
a building center in Columbus, Montana for 12 years. 
They sold the store in 1992 and Pat returned to higher 
education as a business instructor at MSU-Billings. Pat 
worked and taught in the College of Business for 19 years, 
receiving the College of Business Outstanding Faculty 
Member Award three times, the Faculty Excellence Award, 
and the Montana Board of Regents Emeritus Award. She 
became the first non-tenure track adjunct faculty member 
in the Montana University System to be awarded the 
emeritus title. After retiring from teaching in 2012, Pat 
became the CFO of Great Northern Drilling Company, an 
oil and gas investment company in Billings. She also works 
as controller for Walker River Construction, a heavy civil 
engineering company owned by her son and his wife.

Pat’s community service includes work with the Billings 
Food Bank, Habitat for Humanity, Montana Cattlemen’s 
Association, St. Mary’s Church, R-CALF’s National 
Scholarship Committee, the Columbus Community 
Foundation, Special K Ranch board, and the Billings Depot 
Board.

Pat is married to Tom Hinthorne, also a retired Emeritus 
Professor at MSU-Billings, and has two adult children: 
Aaron Holman, married to Gypsy, with son Joe (living 
in Laurel, Montana); and Krista Holman Frost, married 
to Stacy, with daughters Madelyn, Elsie, and Eva (living 
in Vancouver, Washington). Pat’s greatest pleasure is 
spending time with her grandchildren.



DeLayne Johnston-
Robbinsowas born in 
Sidney, Montana, and 
played high school 
basketball in Richey, 
Montana. DeLayne came 
to Northern as a transfer 
from the University of 
Montana in 2004. She was a starter on the Skylights 
basketball team for two and a half seasons, accumulating 
1,153 points and 728 rebounds over her career. During 
her junior season, the Skylights made their first national 
tournament appearance in five years, and finished in the 
round of 16. In two national tournament games that 
year, DeLayne notched two double-double performances. 
During that season the Skylights set four team records: 
free throw attempts (49), free throws made (36), overall 
free throw percentage (78.3%), and most assists (40). 
DeLayne was named four-time Academic All-Conference, 
twice named Frontier Conference First Team All-Conference, 
and in 2007 was named NAIA Third Team All-American. 
She graduated from Northern in 2007 with a bachelor’s 
degree in Biology.

DeLayne lives in Baker, Montana, with her husband, 
Liam Robbins, and their twin sons, Declan and Reade. 
Although she has taken some time away from work to 
be with her sons, she is involved in city league sports 
and other community activities in Baker.

‘07
DELAYNE

JOHNSTON
ROBBINS

athletic hall of fame inductees



Tyson Thivierge came to 
Northern in 1998 after a 
successful prep career 
wrestling at Clarkston 
High School in Clarkston, 
Washington. He wrestled 
for MSU-Northern as a 
true freshman and that 
year placed second at the regional qualifier and finished 
third at the NAIA National Championships. His sophomore 
year he again placed second at the regional qualifier and 
placed second at the National Championship, losing 6-7 in 
an exciting final match. In Thivierge’s junior year he placed 
third at the National Championship, with a season record of 
36 wins and 7 losses. In his senior year Thivierge won the 
regional qualifier, won the NAIA National Championship, 
and was named NAIA Wrestler of the Year. He placed fourth 
at the Las Vegas Cliff Keen Invitational tournament and 
finished second at the Midlands Championship Tournament, 
considered by many to be the toughest collegiate wrestling 
tournament in the country. Thivierge defeated NCAA 
Division I national champion as well as the third, fourth, 
and fifth place finishers from the NCAA Dividon I National 
tournament. He also defeated multiple D-2 and D-3 All-
Americans, including the National Champions from those 
divisions. His final record his senior year was 46-3 with 
25 pins. He was only the second wrestler in Northern’s 
history to be named a four-time All-American, and at the 
conclusion of his senior season he held Northern’s record 

‘02
TYSON

THIVIERGE



Send in your notes to PO Box 1691, 
Havre, MT 59501. Have more to say? 

Head to our website and submit your 
note at northernalumnifoundation.org.

A L U M N I
N O T E S

for most career wins at 
136 and tied the record 
for career pins at 53.

Before coming back 
to MSU-Northern in 
2008, Thivierge spent 
some years moving 
around the country to 
Tennessee, Washington, 
and Nevada. In Tennessee, 
Thivierge served as an 
assistant coach at the 
University of Tennessee 
at Chattanooga before 
moving to Clarkston, 
Washington, where he 
assisted his high school 
coach for two seasons. 
In 2006 Thivierge was 
hired for his first head 
coaching position at 
Carson High School in 
Carson City, Nevada. 
Thivierge served as 
Head Coach for two 
seasons before he 
was hired at his alma 
mater, MSU-Northern. 
He currently lives in 
Havre with his wife, 
Stephanie Thivierge 
(’03) and their two 
children, Orion and 
Marlee.
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Name

Northern Grad?

Degree

Major

Class Year

Spouse’s Name and Maiden Name

Address

E-mail

City   State     Zip Code

Phone(home)                            Phone(cell)

I want to support Northern!

Yes No

I want to leave a legacy!

In the amount of:

Put my gift towards:

Send me information about planned giving.

I’ve already included Northern in my will.

Foundation Excellence Fund

Programs

Scholarships

Other

$50 $100$75 $500 Other
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Northern and the community of Havre 
experienced an early snowfall last October 

with 13 inches falling in just one night.
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