
 

 
Community Awareness/PR Opportunities/Collaborations 
For the month of May, volunteer hours reached an all-time high (since COVID began). Approximately 
428 hours were reported for May with volunteers helping with such activities as Recreation outings 
and Special Olympics, end of the year activities at Broadmoor School, the Spring Fling Dance, and the 
School-Age Cookout. Kudos to the individuals at Willoughby for contributing 63 hours of volunteer 
time by  helping out at the Mentor Senior Center, the Forbes House, the Lake Humane Society, 
Vineyard Church, doing beach cleaning, helping with Meals-on-Wheels, and cleaning up trash at 
Osbourne Park. It was a great endeavor by all!  
 
Broadmoor School is one of three schools that won a Buddy Bench from the Fair Housing Resource 
Center during a contest held this past spring.  The bench is scheduled to be delivered early next school 
year.  Thank you for all who voted and supported our school! 
 
On May 9, Broadmoor School had the last visit from Little Caesar and his handler, Sueann, from The 
Alliance of Therapy Dogs. Their classroom visits will resume in September. 
 
Broadmoor’s EI Program now has staff who have completed the Pivotal Response Treatment (PRT) 
training series, a behavioral treatment for autism that is play-based and initiated by the child.  PRT is 
based on the principles of Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA). 
 
Some of our individuals at VGC participate in the monthly Advocacy Meeting where they can talk 
about different topics with other people around Lake County. We eagerly welcomed back Sarah Tuttle 
who leads the VGC Craft Club with amazing and interesting craft ideas. We celebrated Nurse’s Week 
in May with little daily surprises that the individuals gave to our nurses and concluded with a potluck 
salad bar. National Police Week was also a focus in May as everyone at VGC worked together to 
create a circular flag that was presented by a group of individuals to the officers at the Mentor Police 
Department as a big thank you for all that they do for us! We continue to do our part in the community 
by helping to clean areas of the beach under the guidance of our Community Integration Specialists, as 
well as, participate in fun activities with others in the community. 
 
DODD has a Family Forum scheduled for June 22 from 6 – 7 pm for families, guardians, and providers 
to access the new OISP on DODD’s web page. 
 
Department Program Enhancements/Updates 
DODD extended the license capacity of ARC for one year, allowing for consolidation of ARC/JCDC. 
 
Special Events 
Willoughby created “derby hats” to commemorate the Kentucky Derby (and, also our very own 
Deepwood Derby). For Cinco de Mayo we offered individuals tacos for lunch to include meat, lettuce, 
and all the yummy fixings. The individuals wanted to watch the progression of a butterfly from a 
caterpillar to an actual butterfly so we purchased a butterfly kit to include the containers, food and 
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supplies to allow the caterpillar to go into the chrysalis stage, and then all the way to a painted 
butterfly. Over the course of May, we watched the painted ladies change from their caterpillar form. 
We released them outside on May 25, and the individuals gave names to each one - a total of 10 
butterflies!! It was quite an experience to observe and learn.  
 
Broadmoor celebrated its 2022 Graduation on May 24.  Resolutions from State Representative Dan Troy, 
and State Support Team Region 4, were read at the special ceremony for our one graduate, Kaylen Craft. 
 
Broadmoor preschool held its graduations on May 23 - 25 for the students moving on to kindergarten.  
On May 26, all preschool students were clapped out of the school by their families and friends to 
celebrate a successful 2021-2022 school year. 
 
Flower the Clown made his annual appearance on the last day of school to visit the preschool classes 
telling jokes and making balloon animals. 
 
Broadmoor’s Autism Committee held an event where students were able to put a “Pie in the Face” of 
the teachers who did not win the Coin War. Thank you to all departments that contributed to this 
Fundraiser. Over $1,000 was raised! The coins collected will be put towards classroom materials and 
curricular extension activities that will benefit the entire school community during the coming school 
year.  
 
Broadmoor’s annual Wheel, Walk, and Run was held on May 13.  Volunteers from Chardon High 
School helped with the event. Achilles Running Shop donated the use of their inflatable finish line to 
add to the festivities. The Broadmoor Family Network helped sponsor the event, provide each student, 
and volunteer with lunch including a Chick-fil-a sandwich.  The event raised $4,706 with donations 
coming in from all over the United States. 
 
VGC has been keeping busy with routine activities of in-house bowling, movies, workouts, and 
crafting (both virtual and in person). We concluded our recent session of Music Therapy with Groovy 
Garfoose and look forward to starting a new session in the fall. VGC recently began a Drumming Club 
as a new form of exercise that involves drumming on an exercise ball and moving to the music. It was 
a success, and VGC will continue the Drumming Club with the many individuals that are requesting to 
participate! We also had our first cookout of the summer where everyone enjoyed their lunch outside 
under the pavilion on a wonderfully warm and sunny day. An area of the VGC Courtyard was cleaned 
up, and a garden has been planted so we are looking forward to growing and eating some fresh 
vegetables this summer! 
 
At the ICF, some of our residents’ activities include:  walking the trails, gardening/planning/watering, 
cooking muffins for breakfast, making ice cream out of bananas using the Yonana machine, movie 
nights with snacks, making smoothies, karaoke, and enjoying tea time. 
 
Broadening Abilities (BA) kicked off their summer to a great start! BA has teamed up with 
Community Integration and Recreation to go to the zoo, the Metro Parks, and walk the Lake Erie 
shoreline. The days have been spent crafting, planting, cleaning up the beaches, going to the ball 
games, and participating in Wheel, Walk, and Run. The individuals had special luncheons and 
celebrated birthdays. They finished the Groovy Garfoose music sessions (Groovy will pick up again in 
the fall). 
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The Footloose Friday Spring Fling Dance on May 20 brought out many fine dancers from Lake 
County. Approximately 80 individuals danced to the tunes of Billy J Disc Jockeys at the Broadmoor 
gym.  Pizza and snacks were also served at the event.  
 
A Volunteer Appreciation event was held at Ballantine’s in Willoughby to recognize volunteers who 
help and support our programs.  Appetizers, soft drinks, and cupcakes were enjoyed by all.  Volunteers 
also received a small parting gift for their contributions. 
 
Auditor Galloway made a stop at the Administrative building to check out the artistic creations 
showcased in the conference room.  Auditor Galloway picked out three art pieces to be hung in the 
Auditor’s office as part of the Lending Library.  Every few months, additional artwork will be rotated 
at the Auditor’s office.   
 
Community Self-Advocacy 
May’s Advocacy Meeting touched on the topic of Diversity & Inclusion. Individuals presented on their 
experiences and educated each other on differences and how to be included. They talked about their 
struggles and how they overcame obstacles by trying new things and putting themselves out there.  
Advocates talked about the importance of saying yes to new ideas and provided samples of how it has 
worked in their lives. Thanks to our speakers for educating us and speaking from the heart! 
 
Featured Success Stories 
Sarah Tuttle, a volunteer at VGC and local artist, has completed her thesis at the Cleveland Institute of 
Art. She has written two books with one being a letter to her brother, Nathan, titled All You Are. We 
are very proud of Sarah’s accomplishments and are excited to have her as a volunteer in our programs!  
 
Staff Development/Training 
The ICF Team attended the Ninth Annual Informed Care Summit on May 17 and 18. Also, ICF 
annual training was conducted for several days in May. 
 
The Community Relations Manager participated in a PAR training titled, “Responding to Trauma & 
Toxic Stress: Addressing Behavior Challenges.” The training touched on the impact of trauma and 
how to map a life story of resiliency and hope. The information benefits anyone who has been exposed 
to trauma by showing the way on how to move forward.  
 
   
 
 
 


