
 

 
Community Awareness/PR Opportunities/Collaborations 
Each year, Lifeline typically hosts an annual dinner and awards ceremony in May, as part of the 
National Community Action Month celebration. Lifeline wasn’t able to hold events in 2020 or 2021, 
so they are particularly excited to be hosting our event again this May. The Community Partnership 
Award recognizes a program or collaboration that shows both innovation and results in helping low-
income families achieve self-sufficiency. Lifeline’s Board chose the Lake County Board of DD, jointly 
with the Lake County Senior Services, Lake County ADAMHS Board, and the Lake County Probate 
Court, for the support they each provided to the development and implementation of the Volunteer 
Guardian Program – it’s proven so successful in the last four years that we know it couldn’t have been 
done without the collaboration provided by each of these partners. 
 
On April 14 WKYC came out to the JCR Imagine Program and filmed the individuals making the dog 
treats, packaging them, and labeling the bags. They also interviewed one of the individuals. The story 
will air on Wednesday, April 27, during the morning show for the segment, Ready Pet Go! 
 
Broadmoor School will be featured during Fox 8’s Pledge of Allegiance 6:40 am segments on April 18 
and April 21. One segment will feature all students saying the Pledge, and the other segment will 
feature the Preschool class. School Age/LEEP student, Kay, led the Pledge for these efforts and will 
also attend the Mentor Rotary meeting on April 21st to lead Rotarians in the Pledge. What a wonderful 
experience for all involved! 
 
Broadmoor Students & Ethan from Perry Service League created a video of two different children’s 
books that celebrated the differences of all people. 
 
Willoughby Fine Arts Association began their partnership with Broadmoor’s School Age Program with 
weekly visits to share an adapted Theater Arts offering. 
 
The Bobcats have had a great month of March! They have had many practices where students 
practiced their basketball skills. The students ended the month with a game against Riverside High 
School. The game was a success! The players played a great game with a score of 95 to 45. The teams 
enjoyed socializing, eating pizza, and playing games after the basketball game. The Broadmoor 
Bobcats remain undefeated! 
 
The Art Celebration at the Great Lakes Mall highlighted 18 artistic expressions of talent from 
individuals from LCBDD for one month, as part of March Is DD Awareness Month. A side-by-side 
collaboration with Great Lakes Mall showcased the individuality and creativity of the Lake County 
artists. An invite-only, one-night celebration on March 23 at the Great Lakes Mall, hosted the artists, 
their family and friends, as well as local dignitaries, for a night to celebrate the art and enjoy appetizers 
from Tony Sacco’s.  The Art Celebration was a wonderful example of community coming together, 
side-by-side to support and highlight a creative celebration of local talent. 
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We were excited to share that March is Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month with our local 
libraries. Kirtland, Madison, Morley, Mentor-on-the Lake, Wickliffe, Willoughby, and Willoughby 
Hills, collaborated with us to display items; such as, books about developmental disabilities, framed 
pictures, individual artwork, and educational information (including information about transition 
services and other programs). The mission was to generate interest and awareness to the public for the 
month of March. 
 
The Advocacy group came together via Zoom to speak up & self-advocate by learning their rights & 
responsibilities. Advocates were assigned a right and reviewed each right to help everyone to better 
understand what they really mean.  It was an opportunity to learn and grow by teaching each other the 
meaning behind the words.  
 
The Special Olympics Big Footer 5K, which took place on a snowy Sunday, March 27, brought many 
of the area’s top runners to the Deepwood campus. Many volunteers braved the weather and showed 
up to help with parking, registration, course work, and serving a pancake breakfast. It was a great day 
to collaborate with the community--a fun event spearheaded by Chris Bundy. Approximately 50 hours 
of volunteer time was tallied up for this event!  
 
Bobby Reidl, a Special Olympics & Lake County Board of DD Advocate joined the Community 
Relations Manager for a presentation at Lake Erie College. Bobby talked about his disability and how 
he is inspired to do more to help others.  He discussed his efforts with being on the Ohio Board of 
Special Olympics as well as his leadership training with OSDA, volunteerism, and his role with 
Advocacy.  Students had many questions for him, and were impressed with all of his accomplishments.  
 
Make A Difference Day was a school-generated event which brought students from Shore & Memorial 
Middle School to our facilities on March 11 & March 31 to volunteer.  Approximately 40 students 
participated in an opportunity to engage side-by-side with individuals doing fun and exciting activities. 
VGC & Willoughby hosted students and provided them with an opportunity to lead games and gross 
motor activities with individuals. VGC also hosted another day where students helped individuals plant 
flowers using seeds and potting soil. Broadmoor joined in for a baseball opening day event where they 
organized the buffet of food and served the Broadmoor students with a delicious lunch of hotdogs, 
chips, fruit, & ice cream.  Many of the students were interested in volunteering again.  
 
The Willoughby Branch (WB) had a professional bag piper on St. Patrick’s Day – Mr. John Appeldorn 
performed in our building on St. Patrick’s Day in full “Scottish” garb! 
 
For “Make a Difference Day” and in honor of DD Awareness Month, WB had a visit from Mentor 
Shore Middle School students who had a fun day with the individuals doing crafts, reading, and lots of 
gross motor activities like corn hole, basketball, and bowling. 
 
VGC Individuals enjoyed time spent with our middle school volunteers from Shore and Memorial 
Middle Schools doing activities such as crafting, bowling, and just spending time making new friends. 
It was a great DD Awareness opportunity for everyone involved.  
 
Some VGC individuals took part in the advocacy meetings along with others in the community 
through Zoom.  
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Department Program Enhancements/Updates 
Dr. Seuss Spirit Week kicked off DD Awareness Month at Broadmoor School.  During that same week, 
a virtual parent and family education event took place for preschool families.  They all received an art 
project to complete, educational resources and participated in a story time of Green Eggs and Ham, read 
by a Read Across America representative. 
 
In March, there was a formation of an ICF Employee Recognition Committee. 
 
Special Events 
All preschool classes invited grandparents from around the country to visit their classroom virtually 
and celebrate DD Awareness Month.  Grandparents were treated to songs, artwork, and blown kisses 
from their student. 
 
Parents and staff celebrated the students at Broadmoor School and their abilities by creating a board of 
pictures showing what students do outside of school.  The images were used to create a video that was 
shared on social media. 
 
WB had their Annual Chili Cook Off. This year the competition included winners from other program 
areas: A Building, VGC, and BA. Our judging panel was a collection of unique members from our 
community who are recognized for their first responder roles they have: Capt. Mike Majernik, Mentor 
Police, Lake County Health,  Christine Margalis, UH (Lake Health) Amanda Church, and American 
Legion Auxiliary #214, Diane Woerner. Also representing Deepwood Industries Board, we had Mr. 
Joe Vidmar. All of the chilis were delicious, as the judges said, but we did have to pick a winner – our 
own Michelle Stalnaker was the 1st place winner, along with Heidi Perish, 2nd place, and Nancy Brass 
in 3rd. Thank you to Matt Hamsher for being our wonderful MC and to all who participated in the 
yummy bake sale as well. We raised funds for the Lake County Humane Society in honor of beloved 
staff member, Karen Smith, and also raised some money for the individuals here at the WB. 
 
WB also had their “Willoughby’s Got Talent” day at the end of March and individuals from WB 
showed us their talent in music, art, and comedy. We had some visitors from other programs come to 
watch as well.  
 
VGC started off March with celebrating Mardi Gras and Fat Tuesday with paczkis and other treats. We 
celebrated the arrival of spring with a butterfly hunt throughout the building, and rocked our new socks 
for World Down Syndrome Day. We continue to take advantage of some of the Zoom programs 
offered for additional exercising and crafting opportunities, as well as in-house activities with bowling, 
Craft Club, music therapy, and story time. Individuals look forward to our movie days, especially 
enjoying “Trail of the Panda” this month while celebrating Panda Day. The weather has been 
improving and individuals have been able to get out into the community to have fun, and also to 
volunteer at some community parks. We are definitely ready for the April showers to bring May 
flowers! 
 
Lake Treasurer, Mike Zuren, and the Birthday Club held a special event on March 19 at the VGC 
cafeteria. 
 
Broadening Abilities (BA) kicked off March celebrating Mardi Gars and Fat Tuesday with delicious 
paczkis. We celebrated DD Awareness Month by going to VGC for “Make A Difference Day” with 
Memorial Middle School students.  Every week we enjoyed music therapy with Groovy Garfoose and 
our friend, Pete the “Story-Teller.” We were able to get out to the Metro Parks and the Aquarium in the 
Flats. On Zoom, the individuals participated in Advocacy Group sharing “individual rights” with self-
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made poster boards. We are keeping in shape doing laps and our exercises. We can’t wait for spring to 
arrive so we can get out into the community more. 
 
Agency Resources 
Deepwood Foundation grant dollars funded an enrichment trip outing to Wickliffe Lanes Bowling Alley 
for two Broadmoor classes. 
Early Intervention completed 43 evaluations with 38 of the children being eligible for Ohio Early 
Intervention Services in March. 
 
Featured Success Stories 
Luca and his Early Intervention Team are celebrating the gains that he made while working in Early 
Intervention.  https://lakebdd.org/2022/03/lucas-team-of-support-works-sidebyside/ 
 
Staff Development/Training 
In March for the Adult Services In-Service Day, DODD came for an in-person training tailored for 
LCBDD/Deepwood on the new OISP. Topics covered: how the new OISP came about, the planning 
process of person-centered services, the new format, outcomes/experiences, culture shift, 
understanding the needs and services that DSPs are providing to the individuals. 
 
The SSAs, QIDPs, and team leaders continue to attend DODD’s office hours for OISP trainings, which 
focused on the completion of the assessment and plan composition and development. The SSAs 
continue with the pilot program for Gatekeeper, Anywhere, and most recently, the ICF will begin a 
pilot program for training QIDPs in the ICF that relates to where information will be housed for ODH 
regulations. 
 
In March, four ICF managers completed the Trauma Responsive Care training. Other training 
completed was the Q Team Gatekeeper training and the Foundation of Dually Diagnoses. 
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