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Willoughby Word  
The Willoughby Branch 

Program  Area 

Our mission is to          

EMPOWER individuals 

with developmental        

disabilities to ENGAGE      

in activities that ENRICH 

their lives and contribute 

to their community. 

The Willoughby Branch of the Lake County Board of Developmental Disabilities/Deepwood is located at 2100 Joseph Lloyd 

Parkway in Willoughby, Ohio 44094. To learn more, visit www.lakebdd.org or call (440) 269-2180. Follow us on social media 

to see timely information on our programs and services.  

 

 

DID YOU KNOW… 

National Bird Day is  

observed every year 

on January 5. This  

holiday raises aware-

ness about the fact that 

birds are an endangered 

species in the United 

States, especially those 

who are not native to the 

country. It highlights the 

way in which we can all 

contribute to protecting 

birds and their habitats, 

both captive and wild. At 

the same time, it  

encourages people to 

take a little bit of time 

from their day to stop 

and appreciate the  

beauty of birds and their 

birdsong.  

Birds do so much more 
than flying around  
singing their songs. They 
are crucial for our  
environment, and the 
only way to prevent their 
extinction and assure 
their survival is to  
educate the public about 
ways to help them and 
raise awareness about 
the need for conserva-
tion, which is why  
National Bird Day is so 
important. 

 

Judy, Barry, Buddy, Carolyn and Sarah made a 

tie-dye rainbow on Tie-Dye Tuesday.  

Anton enjoying a magazine. 

There has been so 

much snow even our 

snowman is over it! 

We all took a break from work to 

enjoy National Fun at Work Day. 

We played corn hole,  

danced, and shot baskets to  

celebrate.  

HAVING FUN AT WORK?? 
Yes it is possible! At the Willoughby Branch we value the importance of enjoying the time 

we are here as well as working hard each day. According to Trickle.com: “Fun at work is a 

key element of employee happiness, a sense of fun helps people to have a more positive 

mind-set, enjoy higher levels of wellbeing and better mental health. Research has shown 

that happy people tend to be healthier, more inspired, productive and satisfied in their job.” 

Just take a look and see for yourself!  

Jimmy and Garry enjoyed the 

first week of Groovy Garfoose; 

singing songs from classic 

movies like “Singing in the 

Rain” and “Somewhere Over 

the Rainbow.” 



 

 

CAN YOU NAME THESE BIRDS??  
 

(hint: their names are included in the word search) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK’S SPOTLIGHT… 

WELCOME NANCY AND MELISSA! 

Nancy Brass recently joined the staff at the Willoughby Branch, taking Joe Pestello’s vacated Habilitation  

Specialist position.  

Melissa Blazek began at the Willoughby Branch in December of last year. She is a Community Integration Specialist.  

Jaime interviewed Melissa so we could get to know her better. 

Jaime: How do you like working here? 

Melissa: I love it! It’s been really fun so far. 

Jaime: Where did you work before starting here? 

Melissa: I have worked at the VA, Cleveland Clinic Rehab and Hattie Larlham.  

Jaime: Do you have any pets? 

Melissa: I have a dog named Gunner. He likes to watch TV and barks when  

there are animals on.  

Jaime: What do you like to do when you are not at work? 

Melissa: I like to spend time with my husband, my son who is 9 years old and my daughter who is 11.  

They are involved in sports and we spend a lot of time at practices and games. When we are not doing that, 

we like to watch movies together, hang out, cook meals and just spend time together. 

We also learned that Melissa has lived in four different states: Arizona, Maryland, Indiana and Ohio! We are glad 

that she has settled in Ohio and look forward to working with her. 

 

WELCOME TO THE WILLOUGHBY BRANCH MELISSA! 

 

Sara visited Nancy in her office to find out more about her.  

Sara:   I remember you worked here before. Where did you go? 

Nancy: I went to work at Broadening Abilities. I worked with the individuals there assisting them with their daily living  

   skills, doing activities, arts and crafts, taking walks or going on outings,  

Sara:   What is your job now? 

Nancy:  I am a Habilitation Specialist. I write the programs and services for individuals at the Willoughby Branch, monitor 

   the progress and attend the annual meetings. 

Sara:  Where do you live and do you have any kids or pets? 

Nancy: I live in Willoughby. I have two children: Marty and Ruthie. And I have two cats; I love cats! 

Sara:  What do you like to do when you are not at work? 

Nancy: I like to spend time with my family, work out, read and garden. And sometimes I just like to relax and watch TV. 

Sara:  Me too! 



 

Contact Us 

Please reach out to us for 

more information about our 

programs and services. 

Willoughby Branch 

2100 Joseph Lloyd Parkway 

Willoughby, Ohio  44094 

(440) 269-2180 

johanna.patena@lakebdd.org 

Visit us on the web at 

www.lakebdd.org.  

For more of our story, follow 

us on social media 

@DeepwoodLakeDD 

EMPOWER individuals with developmental disabilities to ENGAGE in activities that ENRICH their lives and  
contribute to their community.  #EmpowerEngageEnrich                www.lakebdd.org  

 

Mindy and Ray participated in the Next  

Chapter Book Club virtually through the 

Willoughby Eastlake Library. They have been 

reading poems from “Where the Sidewalk 

Ends” by Shel Silverstein.  

Shel Silverstein’s poems are enjoyed by all 

ages and can be very funny; everyone always 

has a few laughs during book club! 

 

To celebrate National Bird Day everyone had the chance to 

make a bird feeder. Buddy and Sarah made some with  

Cheerios and pipe cleaners, shaped them into hearts, then 

looped them together to make a chain. Hopefully the birds  

enjoy this treat! 

 

Exercise 

with Ellana 

participants 

get  

moving! 


