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Willoughby Word  
The Willoughby Branch 

Program  Area 

Our mission is to          

EMPOWER individuals 

with developmental        

disabilities to ENGAGE      

in activities that ENRICH 

their lives and contribute 

to their community. 

The Willoughby Branch of the Lake County Board of Developmental Disabilities/Deepwood is located at 2100 Joseph Lloyd 

Parkway in Willoughby, Ohio 44094. To learn more, visit www.lakebdd.org or call (440) 269-2180. Follow us on social media 

to see timely information on our programs and services.  

 

THANKSGIVING LUNCH WITH LAKE CATHOLIC  

STUDENTS 

The Monday before Thanksgiving the Willoughby Branch enjoyed a delicious  

Thanksgiving meal catered by LaVera Party Center and served to us by students from 

Lake Catholic High School. Thank you to the students for their service to us! 

After lunch, we played a competitive round of Turkey Bowl. Tony, Martin and  

Brendan had the top 3 high scores! Well played gentlemen! 

DID YOU KNOW… 

The legend of Santa Claus 

can be traced back hundreds 

of years to a monk named St. 

Nicholas. It is believed that 

Nicholas was born sometime 

around 280 A.D near modern 

day Turkey. Much admired 

for his kindness, St. Nicholas 

became the subject of many 

legends. It is said that he 

gave away all of his inherited 

wealth and traveled the coun-

tryside helping the poor and 

sick. Over the course of 

many years, Nicholas’s  

popularity spread and he 

became known as the  

protector of children and  

sailors. His feast day is cele-

brated on the anniversary of 

his death, December 6.   

St. Nicholas made his first 

appearance into American 

popular culture towards the 

end of the 18th century. The 

name Santa Claus evolved 

from Nick’s Dutch nickname, 

Sinter Klaas, a shortened 

form of Sint Nikolaas (Dutch 

for Saint Nicholas). In 1804, 

John Pintard, a member of 

the New York Historical  

Society, distributed woodcuts 

of St. Nicholas at the  

society’s annual meeting. 

The background of the  

engraving contains now  

familiar Santa images  

including stockings filled with 

toys and fruit hung over a 

fireplace..   

https://www.history.com/news/who-was-st-nicholas
https://www.history.com/news/who-was-st-nicholas


 

Winter Vibes... 

COLOR ME! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO THE WILLOUGHBY BRANCH  

BARBARA JO!! 

We know why Barbara Jo and her job are so important to us at the Willoughby Branch. She delivers our finished work and 

then picks up and delivers more work for us. Barbara Jo is a part of a larger group of people that are also picking up prod-

ucts and delivering them: TRUCK DRIVERS! Let’s learn more… 

At least 70% of all the freight that is moved in the United States is moved by a truck 

driver. They move materials to manufacturing plants or finished products from the 

plants to retail and distribution centers. Without them, we would not get the goods 

we need to live the lives we so enjoy. 

The COVID-19 pandemic did a lot to change the way the public looks at trucking, 

trucks, and truck drivers. Truck drivers worked throughout the pandemic to see that 

grocery stores were stocked with the things we needed, that hospitals and other 

essential businesses had the PPE supplies they needed, and that once they became available that the vaccines got to the 

proper distribution points.    

Truck drivers face many challenges every day from not being able to find parking when they need it, to dealing with  

horrible road conditions and bad weather, to being detained at shippers that don’t have shipments ready  

when they are supposed to be.  

Let’s remind ourselves of the importance of the hard work they do and be thankful for them EVERY DAY!  

  

Barbara Jo has joined the staff at the Willoughby Branch! She is the Equipment Operator for shipping and  

receiving. Barry met with Barbara Jo to welcome her and find out more about her.  

Barry: What other jobs have you had at the county board? 

Barbara Jo: I was a bus driver for 15 years before coming to the Willoughby Branch. I enjoyed being a bus  

driver; it was really fun! 

Barry: How is driving a truck different than driving a school bus? 

Barbara Jo: It’s very different than driving a school bus. Sometimes it’s nerve wracking but I’m getting used to 

it. I love being on the road. 

Barry: What is your favorite part about working at the Willoughby Branch? 

Barbara Jo: Being with everyone here; the individuals and the staff. The atmosphere here is really nice. 

Barry: Do you have any pets? 

Barbara Jo: I have six cats. 

We also found out that Barbara Jo’s favorite holiday is  

Halloween, favorite food is movie theater popcorn and her  

favorite movie is Tombstone.  

Barry shared that Barbara Jo is a very nice person and is always 

pleasant when passing out the work to the groups.  

It’s great having you at the Willoughby Branch Barbara Jo, thank 

you for sharing with us! And thank you Barry for a great interview!  



 

Contact Us 

Please reach out to us for 

more information about our 

programs and services. 

Willoughby Branch 

2100 Joseph Lloyd Parkway 

Willoughby, Ohio  44094 

(440) 269-2180 

johanna.patena@lakebdd.org 

Visit us on the web at 

www.lakebdd.org.  

For more of our story, follow 

us on social media 

@DeepwoodLakeDD 

EMPOWER individuals with developmental disabilities to ENGAGE in activities that ENRICH their lives and  
contribute to their community.  #EmpowerEngageEnrich                www.lakebdd.org  

 

RJ and Buddy take a break from 

work to enjoy a warm fall day at 

Chagrin River Park.  

The Christmas trees are going 

up and the holiday clothes are 

coming out! Megan poses with 

the Christmas tree in Group 5. 

Jimmy and Lacey warming up for music  

therapy with Groovy Garfoose with the hello 

song. 

Garry prepares for music  

therapy with laughter and a 

smile. 

Lacey heads out to 

bowling with the  

Recreation  

Department. 

Sarah always has a 

smile when she is 

working; especially on 

the Volk job.  


