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Willoughby Word  
The Willoughby Branch 

Program  Area 

Our mission is to          

EMPOWER individuals 

with developmental        

disabilities to ENGAGE      

in activities that ENRICH 

their lives and contribute 

to their community. 

The Willoughby Branch of the Lake County Board of Developmental Disabilities/Deepwood is located at 2100 Joseph Lloyd 

Parkway in Willoughby, Ohio 44094. To learn more, visit www.lakebdd.org or call (440) 269-2180. Follow us on social media 

to see timely information on our programs and services.  

 

 

THE BEST HALLOWEEN EVER!! 

We had such a fun Halloween celebration! 

There was added spookiness with the 

haunted house and games, everyone’s 

costumes were so great and we had a 

healthy Halloween snack!  

VERY SPECIAL 

THANKS TO THE 

REC DEPARTMENT 

FOR SCARING US IN 

THE HAUNTED 

HOUSE! 

AND A BIG THANK 

YOU TO CAROL 

KRIDER FOR THE 

GAMES AND  

DESIGNING THE 

HAUNTED HOUSE! 

DID YOU KNOW... 

Thanksgiving Day is a 

national holiday in the 

United States. In 1621, 

the Plymouth colonists 

and the Wampanoag  

Native Americans shared 

an autumn harvest feast 

that is acknowledged  

today as one of the first 

Thanksgiving celebrations 

in the colonies. In 1863,  

in the midst of the Civil 

War, President Abraham 

Lincoln proclaimed a  

national Thanksgiving 

Day each November.  

In many American house-

holds, Thanksgiving is 

celebrated by sharing a 

bountiful meal with family 

and friends. Turkey, a 

Thanksgiving staple, has 

become all but synony-

mous with the holiday. 

Today nearly 90 percent 

of Americans eat the 

bird—whether roasted, 

baked or deep-fried—on 

Thanksgiving, according 

to the National Turkey 

Federation. Other tradi-

tional foods include stuff-

ing, mashed potatoes, 

cranberry sauce and 

pumpkin pie.  

 

https://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war
https://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/abraham-lincoln
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/abraham-lincoln
https://www.history.com/news/abraham-lincoln-and-the-mother-of-thanksgiving


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK’S SPOTLIGHT:  

EMILY AND SUSAN! 

Once in awhile, two people connect and have a long and lasting friendship. This is the case with Emily 

and Susan! They are usually seen together at the Willoughby Branch, whether they are working,   

having lunch, enjoying downtime or recreation time. We interviewed them to learn more about this 

friendship and what makes it so unique. 

Susan said that she and Emily met years ago through the Lake Metroparks events and that they 

sometimes still attend events together. They have many of the same interests: they enjoy music and 

dancing, they both love bowling on Saturdays and call each other “bowling buddy.” They are on a 

bowling league and their teammates are their boyfriends. Susan and Emily have  

attended “Night to Shine” together with their boyfriends as well.  

Here at the Willoughby Branch, Emily says she enjoys helping her friend Susan with her walker and 

just hanging out together. They like to watch movies or color when they are not working. Susan appre-

ciates Emily’s humor and said that Emily makes her happy and makes her laugh.  

During this season of gratefulness, let’s not forget to be grateful for FRIENDS!  

They make every day better! 

Emily and Susan  

painting their life size 

self portraits together. 

 

Susan performs  

“Can’t Smile  

Without You” at 

VGC Idol. 

Emily and her 

boyfriend  

performing at 

Deepwood Idol. 



 

Contact Us 

Please reach out to us for 

more information about our 

programs and services. 

Willoughby Branch 

2100 Joseph Lloyd Parkway 

Willoughby, Ohio  44094 

(440) 269-2180 

johanna.patena@lakebdd.org 

Visit us on the web at 

www.lakebdd.org.  

For more of our story, follow 

us on social media 

@DeepwoodLakeDD 

EMPOWER individuals with developmental disabilities to ENGAGE in activities that ENRICH their lives and  
contribute to their community.  #EmpowerEngageEnrich                www.lakebdd.org  

 

Gregory is working hard on the  

Noodle Soup job packaging items 

together.  

Joe returned after being 

off for a few weeks,  

Great to have you back 

Joe! 

Brian vacationed in Florida for a 

few weeks and brought the  

sunshine back with him! 
Jesse puts his feet up after working hard all 

day and escapes into a video game. 

TJ enjoying a funny moment. 


