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Willoughby Word  
The Willoughby Branch 

Program  Area 

Our mission is to          

EMPOWER individuals 

with developmental        

disabilities to ENGAGE      

in activities that ENRICH 

their lives and contribute 

to their community. 

The Willoughby Branch of the Lake County Board of Developmental Disabilities/Deepwood is located at 2100 Joseph Lloyd 

Parkway in Willoughby, Ohio 44094. To learn more, visit www.lakebdd.org or call (440) 269-2180. Follow us on social media 

to see timely information on our programs and services.  

 

 

DID YOU KNOW… 

In the United States, 
pumpkins go hand in 
hand with the fall  
holidays of  
Halloween and  
Thanksgiving.  
Harvested in  
October, this  
nutritious and  
versatile orange fruit 
features flowers, 
seeds and flesh that 
are edible and rich in  
vitamins. Pumpkin is 
used to make soups, 
desserts and breads, 
and many Americans 
include pumpkin pie 
in their Thanksgiving 
meals.  
Carving pumpkins 
into jack-o’-lanterns 
is a popular Hallow-
een tradition that 
originated hundreds 
of years ago in  
Ireland. Back then,  
jack-o’-lanterns were 
made out of turnips 
or potatoes; it wasn ’t 
until Irish immigrants  
arrived in America 
and discovered the  
pumpkin that a new 
Halloween ritual was 
born. Now pumpkins 
are commonly placed 
on stoops in the fall 
months, and get 
carved ahead of  
Halloween night.  

TOM CANIFF RECEIVES THE EMPLOYEE  

RECOGNITION AWARD FOR THE                                               

THIRD QUARTER OF 2021! 

Tom from Group 5 received the employee recognition award for the third quarter of 2021. His  

supervisors Valerie and Cindy nominated Tom because he is a very dependable worker. Tom is  

always kind to and considerate of others. Tom does his work, even the more difficult jobs, accurately 

and takes pride in what he does. He is a great example of an excellent employee! 

Left: Tom listens as board member James Stief presents 

his award. 

Above: Phyllis Hanson gives Tom his award and t-shirt.  

CONGRATULATIONS TOM ON YOUR WELL 

DESERVED AWARD! 

https://www.history.com/topics/halloween/history-of-halloween


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We at the Willoughby Branch are saddened at the sudden passing of 

one of our staff, Karen Smith. Karen had only worked at the Willoughby 

Branch for a few months but has worked at the county board since 1995. 

She worked in various programs throughout her career here; most  

recently at Broadening Abilities and Willoughby. Karen was known for 

her great sense of humor, her dedication to the individuals she worked 

with and her love for life. We will miss her wonderful personality here at 

the Willoughby Branch.  

Gone too soon 

But always in our 

hearts 

Health Group participants work together to 

create a healthy plate using food icons.  

Advocacy Group participants attend a meeting also 

attended by individuals in other agency and  

community programs via Zoom. They discussed 

increasing awareness of what individuals with  

developmental disabilities CAN do to impact their 

communities and shared ways they have each done 

that.  

The finishing touches are made to the “haunted” cafeteria for Friday’s  

Halloween celebration. VERY SPOOKY!! Thank you to Carol for all the time 

she put in to make it happen!   



 

Contact Us 

Please reach out to us for 

more information about our 

programs and services. 

Willoughby Branch 

2100 Joseph Lloyd Parkway 

Willoughby, Ohio  44094 

(440) 269-2180 

johanna.patena@lakebdd.org 

Visit us on the web at 

www.lakebdd.org.  

For more of our story, follow 

us on social media 

@DeepwoodLakeDD 

EMPOWER individuals with developmental disabilities to ENGAGE in activities that ENRICH their lives and  
contribute to their community.  #EmpowerEngageEnrich                www.lakebdd.org  

 

PUMPKIN DECORATING CONTEST 
Wow! We had very creative pumpkins in the decorating contest this year; 

and the winner was group 5 with OLAF!   

Top: Group 3 Hedgehog  

Bottom: Group 7 Scooby Do 
Group 5: Olaf 

Top: Group 6 Starry night 

Bottom: Group 1 Cheese-

burger/fries/latte 

AND JUST FOR FUN... 

Custodial crew 


