
 

HOW NEW 

YEAR’S EVE IS 

CELEBRATED 

IN… 

DENMARK 
It’s customary to shatter 

unused dishes and 

plates, as well as climb 

on top of chairs and liter-

ally jump into New Year’s 

Day at midnight to bring 

good luck.  

IRELAND 
When it gets closer to 

midnight, it’s tradition to 

throw bread at the walls 

to chase away evil spirits. 

This is followed by a spe-

cial dinner to remember 

family and close friends 

who passed away. To 

honor their loved ones, 

they leave the door un-

latched and set a place at 

the table.  

SPAIN 
The tradition is to eat 12 

grapes one at a time at 

midnight. Each grape 

represents one of your 

wishes, and if you man-

age to stuff every one into 

your mouth, all your 

dreams will come true!  

JAPAN 
The holiday is celebrated 

with a three-day festival 

full of games, food, and 

family. People place pine 

branches, bamboo, and 

plum twigs outside their 

home, one on either side 

of the entrance, as a way 

to welcome good spirits.   
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Willoughby Word  
The Willoughby Branch 

Program 

Our mission is to          

EMPOWER individuals 

with developmental        

disabilities to ENGAGE      

in activities that ENRICH 

their lives and contribute 

to their community. 

The Willoughby Branch of the Lake County Board of Developmental Disabilities/Deepwood is located at 2100 Joseph Lloyd 

Parkway in Willoughby, Ohio 44094. To learn more, visit www.lakebdd.org or call (440) 269-2180. Follow us on social media 

to see timely information on our programs and services.  

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
What did you get for Christmas? 

Charlie received a warm vest to 

make him  look even more 

dapper. 

Donna got a new unicorn 

watch and a cat t-shirt.  

Garry was gifted a cool 

watch. 

John is wearing his new 

shirt under his t-shirt.  

Barb models her colorful 

new wrap.  

(Continued on back) 



THIS WEEK’S SPOTLIGHT: 

        Carolyn Davis, Procurement Specialist 

This week, Mindy met with Carolyn Davis, to learn more about what a Procurement Specialist does and the work we 

do at the county board Willoughby Branch.   

Mindy: How long have you worked here and how long have you been Procurement Specialist?  

Carolyn: I have worked at the LCBDD/Deepwood for 30 years and have been Procurement Specialist for one 

year and 3 months.   

Mindy: What do you do as Procurement Specialist?  

Carolyn: I am the middle person between the Willoughby Branch and the companies with whom we have 

contracts. I coordinate the work that comes in and ensure it’s being completed and returned to the company.   

Mindy: How many companies do we complete work for? Did we lose any work because of COVID-19? 

Carolyn: There are around 20 businesses we do work for and they have been understanding of the changes 

here, and have extended timelines if necessary. Only a few of our customers have not returned.   

Mindy: How are things different since we re-opened in August? 

Carolyn: We do not have as many people working here as we did last year. That has given me the chance to 

be more involved in each work group. I can see how individuals are doing the jobs and I’m able to help them more.  

There has been more sharing of jobs and soon every group will work on every job, which means more variety for 

everyone.   

Mindy: Are we getting the same amount of work into the Willoughby Branch?  

Carolyn: Yes we are and individuals working here are rising to the challenge. It has been amazing and I am 

extremely proud of everyone for working so hard. During all the uncertainty, individuals have been very resilient.  

Mindy: Are we going to be getting any new jobs in 2021?  

Carolyn: Yes, we are getting 3 new jobs soon and each group will be working on them. 

 

Mindy: What is the best part of your job?  

Carolyn: Working with all the individuals here.   

 

Mindy interviews Carolyn.   

Carolyn Davis, Procurement 

Specialist 



 



 

EMPOWER individuals with developmental disabilities to ENGAGE in activities that ENRICH their lives and  
contribute to their community.                   www.lakebdd.org 

 

Maureen has a beautiful heart 

necklace. 

Ray received a nice, warm 

winter coat.   

Loretta with her stunning 

dove necklace. 

Megan got matching gloves and a hat. 

Ed got a new iPad. 

 

RJ received several new jerseys.  

This one is a Green Bay Packers 

jersey.  


