
LAKE COUNTY  
BOARD OF DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES/ 

DEEPWOOD 
 

Community Recreation Program 
 

2020 
BOREDOM 

  BUSTER 
At Home Activities 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Keep the fun going with “Busting Boredom” Packet #39 
 

Enclosed are at-home activities for you to do for fun. Share your results with us by: 
Taking 1 picture of yourself or family member with your favorite page. Post it on social media 

and tag @DeepwoodLakeDD - #BoredomBuster #EmpowerEngageEnrich. 
 

Scan or snap a picture of your favorite page and email it to info@lakebdd.org  
or US Mail the page to: Recreation Department c/o LCBDD/Deepwood,  

8121 Deepwood Blvd. Mentor, Ohio 44060. 
 

All activity packets received by the Recreation Department  
will be entered into a drawing to win a surprise visit from Buster and Recreation staff. 

 

DROPPING OFF PACKETS IN PERSON IS NOT PERMITTED 
 
 

 
 

Boredom Buster packets are located on our website at 
 https://lakebdd.org/community-recreation-program/. 

 
If you prefer for the Boredom Buster packet to be 

emailed or mailed via US mail to you, please contact us 
at 440-350-5165 or info@lakebdd.org. 

 

mailto:info@lakebdd.org
https://lakebdd.org/community-recreation-program/
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Crafting with Recreation 
The Recreation Department is enjoying the holidays with 
their families. We hope you enjoy this  
jumbo packet of activities to bust the  
boredom through the holiday season. 
Tea Light Snowman Ornaments 

SUPPLIES NEEDED:  

 Battery operated tea lights  

 A Black Sharpie 

 Red Ribbon (like this and this)  

 Red Pipe Cleaners 

 Red Pom Poms 

 Black Felt  

 Orange Sharpie 

 Glue Gun  
Full instructions found online at: https://onelittleproject.com/tea-light-snowman-ornaments/2/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Buster News Network will include 
Jokes, special announcements, 

News and interviews. 
 

Feel free to send us photos,  
interview questions and jokes  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Buster News Network 
Wednesday January 13 at 11:00 am 
On Facebook Live using this link: 
www.facebook.com/DeepwoodLakeDD 

 Or Zoom meeting ID 922 2001 5439  
 

Buster News Network will include 
Jokes, special announcements, 

News and interviews. 
 

Feel free to send us photos,  
interview questions and jokes  

to share (or suggestions) to 
 info@lakebdd.org. 
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Movies:  
G: Miracle on 34th Street (1947 or 1994) 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas! (1966) 
Mickey’s Christmas Carol (1983) 
Frosty the Snowman (1969) 
The Muppet Christmas Carol (1992) 
White Christmas (1954) 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer (1964) 
A Charlie Brown Christmas (1966) 
 
PG: How the Grinch Stole Christmas (2000) 
The Grinch (2018) 
The Christmas Chronicles Series (2018, 2020)  
Home Alone (1990) 
The Santa Clause Series (1994, 2002, 2006) 
While You Were Sleeping (1995) 
Elf (2003) 
Gremlins (1984) 
A Christmas Story (1983) 
Klaus (2019) 
Arthur Christmas (2011) 
Meet Me in St. Louis (1944) 
It’s a Wonderful Life (1946) 
A Christmas Carol (2009) 
The Polar Express (2004) 
PG-13: 
National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation (1989) 
Scrooged (1988) 
Joyeux Noel (2005),  
R: 
Love Actually (2003) 
Krampus (2015) 
Bad Santa (2003) 
Trading Places (1983) 
 Die Hard (1988) 
 

 
 
 

 

mailto:info@lakebdd.org
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Popsicle Stick Christmas Trees 

Here’s what you’ll need: 

 Colored popsicle sticks 
 Foam sticker stars 
 Sticker rhinestones 
 Twine 
 Glue gun 
 Utility knife 

1) You’re going to want 5 different sizes of popsicle 
stick pieces cut to 1″, 1.5″, 2″, 2.5″, and 3″ lengths. To cut 
the popsicle sticks, use a utility knife (I used my craft 
knife. I can’t find the exact one on Amazon, but it’s similar 
to these ones) and score the popsicle sticks on both the front and back. I say “score” but 
really I mean give it a good cut into the wood as hard as you can a couple times. You 
probably won’t make it all the way through, but that’s okay. 
1. You have to make sure you score it on both sides of the popsicle stick or it won’t snap 

evenly. Then after you’ve done that, it just breaks apart really easily when you bend it. I 
was surprised how clean of a break it was. No jagged edges or anything. 

2) Using a scrap piece of popsicle stick, maybe about 1/2″ long, add a generous glob of 
hot glue and sandwich a small piece of twine between the purple popsicle stick “trunk” and 
the small scrap. You can see the scrap piece better in the next photo. 
3) Evenly space out all of your popsicle stick pieces on the purple popsicle stick then use 
a glue gun to attach them to the “trunk”. 

4) Now the moment you’ve been waiting for. Go crazy 
with those glittery sticker rhinestones and decorate 
your popsicle stick Christmas tree! 
5) I used sparkly foam sticker stars for the stars on the 
trees, but since the star was bigger than the top of the 
tree I decided to glue it to the top rather than peeling 
off the sticker backing. I didn’t want to have a big area 
of stickiness that wasn’t attached to anything. 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Darice-9150-82-Colored-2-Inch-120-Pack/dp/B0018N4CM0/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1478640144&sr=8-1&keywords=colored+popsicle+sticks&linkCode=ll1&tag=onelitpro00-20&linkId=7b85c80ef2dceee1bd3a6fb4c4115bd5
https://www.amazon.com/Fiber-Craft-Creative-Hands-Glitter/dp/B0026HXWXW/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1478640177&sr=8-6&keywords=glitter+star+foam+stickers&linkCode=ll1&tag=onelitpro00-20&linkId=2da0cb64f70dc41bd9652913e9f3a4db
https://www.amazon.com/Wrapables-500-Piece-Adhesive-Rhinestone-Multicolor/dp/B00M3CTK54/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1478640216&sr=8-6&keywords=sticker+rhinestones&linkCode=ll1&tag=onelitpro00-20&linkId=0e815d11091726a1c73b1b3e17340ed6
https://www.amazon.com/KINGLAKE-Christmas-Industrial-Materials-Applications/dp/B00WHXQIJA/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1478640287&sr=8-1&keywords=twine&linkCode=ll1&tag=onelitpro00-20&linkId=ce8fd3e82533c7d958e6cc679e96e0db
https://www.amazon.com/CCbetter-Temperature-Melting-Flexible-Projects/dp/B01178RVI2/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1478640321&sr=8-1&keywords=mini+glue+gun&linkCode=ll1&tag=onelitpro00-20&linkId=577502cdce02a226750bf70199465435
https://www.amazon.com/Darice-Retractable-Razor-Knife-Assorted/dp/B002C12EHM/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1478639381&sr=8-3&keywords=retractable+craft+knife&linkCode=ll1&tag=onelitpro00-20&linkId=0923538037caa8159f6eb1b5c1d9551b
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Tired of the typical fireworks and 
champagne toasts at midnight? These 
American towns have their own 
unique way to celebrate the New Year. 
By Manasa Reddigari 
 
1)    Weird and Wonderful-While 
New Year's Eve is typically observed 
with raucous parties and freely flowing 
libations, some towns veer away from 
tradition to embrace oddball festivities 
that reflect their distinct personality. If 

the Times Square ball drop is too tame for your tastes, venture to any of 
these off-the-beaten-path cities where peculiar pastimes on the eve—or the 
first day—of the New Year are sure to make your celebration memorable. 

2)         Tybee Island, Georgia-Whether they do it to burn off Christmas calories 
or debunk the “don’t swim after eating” rule is anyone’s guess, but every 
year more than a thousand brave souls venture to this barrier island near 
Savannah to wade into the icy Atlantic at noon on New Year’s Day. Dubbed 
the “Polar Plunge,” the collective dip is a 19-year-old tradition. 

3)         Marion, North Carolina-Marion has never dropped the ball on its New 
Year’s Eve countdown. Instead, in a nod to its earlier life as a gold mining 
town, this community located 35 miles east of Asheville drops a six-foot 
"gold" nugget into a 10-foot frosted donut—which can then be eaten—as 
part of its annual Gold Nugget Drop. 

4)         Vail, Colorado-The peaks of this mountain town light up on New Year’s 
Eve, but not just from fireworks. Starting at 6:30 p.m., ski instructors and Vail 
locals, glow sticks in hand, form an illuminated train that descends Golden 
Peak to kick off the town’s annual Torchlight Parade. 

5)         Mobile, Alabama-Moon Pies, which are akin to chocolate-covered 
s’mores, have been a Southern dessert staple since 1917, when a hungry 
Kentucky coal miner reportedly asked for a snack “as big as the moon.” 
Mobile's fixation on the sweet treat is celebrated on New Year’s Eve, when 
an illuminated 12-foot mechanical Moon Pie travels down the RSA Bank Trust 
building at midnight. 
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15 US Towns with Wacky New Year’s Traditions Continued 
6)        Napa, California-Why hit a bar on New Year’s Eve when you can sip a 

glass by moonlight in the wine capital of the United States? Hop on board 
Napa's Wine Train to join locals and tourists for a three-hour New Year’s Eve 
journey through California wine country. The evening begins with appetizers 
and a glass of bubbly at the station and continues with a four-course 
gourmet meal on the train. 

7)         Mount Olive, North Carolina-Proving that you don’t have to stay up until 
midnight to have a good time on New Year’s Eve, the sleepy town of Mount 
Olive, home of the Mt. Olive Pickle Company, hosts a rip-roaring annual 
pickle drop at 7 p.m. EST—midnight in Greenwich Mean Time. The giant 
gherkin descends into a redwood pickle tank at the most natural place for a 
pickle drop: the corner of Cucumber and Vine. 

8)        Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin-Anglers flock to Prairie du Chien for ice 
fishing year-round, but especially in the week leading up to New Year’s Eve, 
when the town hosts its annual Carp Fest. The weeklong event, which 
revolves around Lucky the Carp, includes a carp coloring contest and a meet-
and-greet with the Carp King and Carp Queen. The festivities culminate in the 
Droppin’ of the Carp, in which a 20- to 30-pound frozen carp is lowered by 
crane onto its "throne," where revelers can, if they're so inclined, give the 
fish a smooch. 

9)         Prescott, Arizona-Not surprisingly given the town’s wide array of 
Western boot retailers, Prescott’s riff on the New Year’s Eve ball drop has 
plenty of sole. In the leather-loving locale's annual Whiskey Row Boot Drop, a 
six-foot lighted cowboy boot is lowered from a 40-foot flagpole atop the 
Palace Building. A bonus for early risers: The drop is scheduled for 10 p.m., so 
revelers can catch the countdown and still get to bed at a reasonable hour. 

10) Fredericksburg, Texas-As New Year’s Eve merrymakers elsewhere 
celebrate the start of 2019, many in Fredericksburg will be traveling back in 
time to the 1940s. The Hangar Hotel, a re-creation of a World War II aircraft 
hangar, annually hosts a New Year’s Eve party that harks back to USO-style 
shindigs of the 1940s. The bustling ball held near Main Street features retro 
tunes, swing dance lessons, and a '40s costume contest. 

11) Pottsville, Pennsylvania-The clinking of glasses is a familiar sound on 
New Year’s Eve in Pottsville, but the glasses are more likely to be filled with 
beer than champagne. Pottsville is, after all, the home of Yuengling, the 



Learn more about the Lake County Board of Developmental Disabilities/Deepwood at www.lakebdd.org 

 15 US Towns with Wacky New Year’s Traditions Continued 
oldest brewery in the country. In an annual homage to a rich brewing legacy, 
the city rigs a super-size Yuengling lager bottle to the flagpole in Garfield 
Square and raises it to the top when the clock strikes 12. 

12) Princess Anne, Maryland-Few town mascots know how to make an 
entrance like Princess Anne’s own Marshall P. Muskrat. During the annual 
Midnight Muskrat Dive, the stuffed muskrat, wearing a cape and stovepipe 
hat, zooms through Somerset Avenue on a zip line to commemorate the 
coming of the New Year. 

13) Savannah, Georgia-Savannah’s laws are laxer than most when it comes 
to the public consumption of alcohol; the city permits pedestrians to walk 
the streets with alcohol in to-go cups. This spirited, laissez-faire attitude is 
feted on New Year’s Eve, when the city skips a ball and instead raises a 
glass—or more specifically, a giant to-go cup—in honor of its ale-friendly 
ordinances. 

14) St. Cloud, Florida-How many people attended your neighborhood’s last 
block party? 5? 10? 15? While the tradition may have grown stale in some 
corners of the country, it’s alive and well in the Orlando suburb of St. Cloud. 
The annual town-wide New Year’s Eve Rockin’ the Cloud block party, 
featuring food trucks, live country music, and a Cloud Drop, is attended by 
5,000 — nearly 10 percent of the town's total population! 

15) Williamsburg, Virginia-If you can’t make it to Edinburgh for Hogmanay, 
hit up Colonial Williamsburg for a stateside twist on the Scottish New Year’s 
Eve festivity. Colonial Williamsburg’s rendition of Hogmanay, which features 
authentic songs and storytelling, will have you counting down to the new 
year like a 17th-century Scot. 

16) Panama City, Florida-If you’ve ever tuned in to the Times Square New 
Year’s Eve ball drop on television, you know it’s all too easy to miss the actual 
moment when the ball drops. But attend Panama City's New Year’s Eve 
celebration in person, and you’ll have thousands of chances to see an orb 
descend from the night sky. The seaside town drops a whopping 10,000 
inflatable beach balls at 8 p.m. on New Year’s Eve, then at midnight lowers 
an 800-pound illuminated LED beach ball 80-feet from Celebration Tower. 

17) The Party of the Year-Big cities might get most of the attention when it 
comes to New Year's celebrations, but these American towns offer their own 
unique ways to kick off the New Year. 
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15 Festive Quarantine New Year's Eve Ideas to Ring in 2021 
 
Bring on the best party activities, glittery decorations, and bubbly 
champagnes. 
 
New Year's Eve 2021 will look a lot different than last year's celebration. 
Instead of heading out for a night on the town, many of us will be settling in 
for an evening on the couch. And in lieu of ringing in 2021 with dozens of 
friends, our guest lists will be limited to the people who live in our 
households. But just because your 2021 holiday is different doesn't mean it 
can't be just as festive, celebratory, and meaningful as years past. With the 
right amount of planning, you can throw an incredible New Year's Eve bash 
right at home. 
 
This year, holidays are even more important than ever. The past few months 
have been challenging for many of us, and New Year's Eve is the perfect day 
to reflect and reset. Seriously, what better time is there to look back on all 
you've accomplished and overcome than the last day of the year? Before the 
clock strikes 12, grab a favorite bottle of bubbly and get ready to celebrate 
with these festive quarantine New Year's Eve ideas. From setting a creative 
New Year's resolution to planning an 
incredible New Year's Eve brunch, you're 
bound to find a few celebratory ideas you 
love. 
1. Make a New Year's brunch 

Brunch is the best meal — and so you'll 
want to include it in your plans for the 
last day of the year. A festive dish, like 
these strawberry cheesecake flapjacks, 
will do the trick in a pinch. Oh, and 
you'll definitely want to pour a mimosa 
(it's never too early for champagne on 
New Year's Eve!). 

2.  Decorate for 2021  
It wouldn't be New Year's Eve without a 
glittery decoration or two. Add a festive touch to your home with these  
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15 Festive Quarantine New Year's Eve Ideas to Ring in 2021 
over-the-top 2021 balloons. Bonus: They're the perfect photo backdrop if 
you decide to take pics (and you absolutely should!). 

3. Make a scrapbook  
There's no denying it: 2020 was a year to remember. Commemorate the 
past 12 months by putting together a scrapbook or photo album. It's a 
great way to get creative and look back on all the incredible memories you 

made. 
4. Get dressed up 
Just because you're staying home doesn't 
mean you have to wear your PJs 
(although if you want to, you should!). 
Throw on your favorite holiday dress and 
some bold New Year's Eve makeup. Who 
cares if the only one who sees it is the 
cat? 
5. Take some pics 
Everyone loves a good photo booth. Buy 
some Insta-worthy props and set them up 
in front of a DIY backdrop. To make one 
quickly, tape silver or gold wrapping 
paper to the wall — preferably one in 
front of a window for some pretty natural 
light. 

6. Write down your resolutions 
Since you're staying home this year, you'll have extra time to work on your 
New Year's resolutions. Try to cover a range of baskets — things like 
career, health, finances, and self-care — and get ready to have your best 
year yet. 

7. Play a game 
The best thing about parties are the games — so make sure you've got a 
few on deck for New Year's Eve. You can find a ton of games like 
Scattegories, Bingo, and Family Feud on Etsy. If you're calling into a party 
on video chat, there are also plenty of games to play on Zoom. 
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15 Festive Quarantine New Year's Eve Ideas to Ring in 2021 
 

8. Mix a cocktail 
New Year's Eve is all about the 
bubbly, but that doesn't mean you 
can't kick your glass up a notch by 
mixing a fabulous champagne 
cocktail. This cherry bomb fizz 
requires just a dash of maraschino 
liqueur and a cherry garnish. 
9. Make a memory jar 
Here's a fun idea for New Year's Eve: 
Decorate a "Memory Jar" to keep 
over the next 12 months. Every time 
something incredible happens, write 
about it on a piece of paper and put it 
in the jar. You can even include 
mementos like ticket stubs and cards. 
On New Year's Eve 2022, you can 
open the jar and take a walk down 
memory lane. 

10. Make a festive dinner 
The best way to ring in a new year is 
with a delicious dinner. Instead of going 
out to a local spot, whip up something at 
home. You can never go wrong with a 
roast chicken and some tasty side 
dishes.  

11. Watch a movie 
Sure, the New Year's Eve movie genre 
isn't as established as the Christmas one, 
but there are a few classics you can 
always turn to. Light a few candles and 
settle in with some snacks and 
champagne for a cozy holiday you'll 
always remember. 
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15 Festive Quarantine New Year's Eve Ideas to Ring in 2021 

 
12. Bake a delicious dessert 

After a year like 2020, we all deserve a treat. Pick out a few dessert 
recipes you want to try and start baking on the morning of the 31st. That 
way, you'll have delicious snacks to enjoy all day and night —because the 
best thing to do after the ball drops is eat a cookie. 
 

13. Make a toast 
Pop a bottle of champagne and raise a glass to all the incredible 
experiences you'll have in the New Year. Bonus points if you serve it up in 
a statement glass.  

14. Make some noise 
As soon as the clock strikes 12, you'll want to 
get loud. And the best way to do that — aside 
from banging on those pots and pans — is with 
a few trusty noisemakers. These gold foil ones 
will look cute in all your NYE selfies too. 
15. Watch the ball drop 
To encourage social distancing, the Times 
Square ball drop will go virtual this year. 
Fortunately, the event will still 
features performers and 
speakers, just like it has in years 
past. "The world desperately 
needs to come together 
symbolically and virtually to 
celebrate the people and things 
we love and to look forward with 
a sense of renewal and new beginnings,” Tim 
Tompkins, president of the Times Square 

Alliance, said in a press release about the event. 
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Crescent Pizza Stockings 

Ingredients 

1 can (8 oz) Pillsbury™ refrigerated crescent dough 
sheet  
1/4cup pizza sauce   
1/4cup shredded mozzarella cheese (1 oz)  
2 tablespoons torn basil leaves 

Heat oven to 350°F. Unroll dough on work 
surface. Press into 13x8-inch rectangle. Using 
2 1/2- to 3-inch stocking-shaped cookie cutter, cut 12 stockings from dough. Transfer to ungreased 
cookie sheet. Bake 8 minutes.  

Top with sauce, leaving 1/4-inch border. Sprinkle mozzarella at top of each stocking. Bake 4 to 6 
minutes longer or until cheese melts. 
 
Transfer stockings to serving tray. Sprinkle with basil leaves. 
 

Simple & Easy Chocolate Pretzel Christmas 
Tree Brownies 

Ingredients 
2 cups green colored white chocolate wafers 
24 mini pretzel sticks 
Two-bite brownies (store-bought, pre-made variety) 
Round rainbow sprinkles 
Star shaped sprinkles 
Equipment 
Microwave Safe Mixing Bowl 
Freezer ziploc bag or piping bag 
2 Baking sheets 
Parchment paper 
Method 

 First, line your baking sheets with parchment paper, and 
place 12 pretzel rods on each, in two rows. 

 In a microwave safe bow, melt your chocolate wafers in 30 
second intervals, stirring at each interval until melted 
through. 

 Scoop melted chocolate into a freezer ziploc bag, or a 
piping bag, and snip a corner to create a small drizzle tip. 

 Begin drizzling the melted chocolate over the pretzels in a tree-like pattern. 

 Quickly sprinkle the chocolate trees before they set, and carefully place a sprinkle star at the top of 
each one. 

 Let them cool for 15 minutes in the fridge to set. 

 Pop off the parchment paper, and stick the pretzel end into a two-bite brownie (also makes a great 
cake topper, or cupcake topper). 
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