
 
Revitalizing our parish culture 
When we think “mission” in the Church, many people often visualize missionary priests and religious in 
faraway lands evangelizing peoples that have never heard the gospel before. We don’t always see our 
parish home as ripe missionary territory. 
Yet, if we have been paying attention over the decades, we are aware that American society has become 
far less religious and fewer people are attending Sunday Liturgy.  One of the fastest growing populations 
among 18-29 years olds is those who identify themselves with “No religious affiliation”, or the nones.1 
Add to this that many Ukrainian Catholics in America have moved away from towns where they grew up 
to find work and a better future. This creates many challenges for existing parish communities. 
But with any challenge there is also opportunity. Our parishes can become more vibrant by creating a 
culture that is missionary. A missionary culture is one that values reaching out and inviting people who 
may have no affiliation with the Ukrainian Catholic Church, but they may live in the neighborhoods 
around our parishes. A missionary parish is like an outpost in the wilderness, where the Church goes out 
and invites people into relationship with Jesus and His Church.  
In contrast, a maintenance parish seeks to maintain the status quo. Keeps things as they are and don’t 
rock the boat. Hopefully, something will change. Maybe thousands of immigrants from Ukraine will 
suddenly come looking for work and fill our ranks again and all will be well? 
To move from maintenance to mission requires a change of heart and pastoral conversion on the part of 
our priests and people. It requires a change in our values and parish culture. Even Pope Francis has 
encouraged us to think this way: “I dream of a ‘missionary option’, that is, a missionary impulse capable 
of transforming everything, so that the Church’s customs, ways of doing things, times and schedules, 
language and structures can be suitably channeled for the evangelization of today’s world rather than 
for her self-preservation. The renewal of structures demanded by pastoral conversion can only be 
understood in this light: as part of an effort to make them more mission-oriented.2Are we willing to let 
go of the deep ethnic identity that defines the values and priorities of parish life in our Church? 

• Are we ready to be the kind of Church that invites all into our ranks, especially the poor and 
disenfranchised that live around many of our existing communities?  

• Are we open to worshipping in languages that most people can understand like English and 
Spanish? Or are we ready for this kind of change?  

• Here are we and what needs to be done not only to survive, but to thrive? 
 

 

                                                           
1 Pew Research Center, Religious Landscape Study, http://www.pewforum.org/religious-landscape-study/religious-
tradition/unaffiliated-religious-nones/age-distribution/18-29/, Date Accessed: 03/12/18. 
2 Pope Francis, Joy of the Gospel, 27 
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