
Biblical Sources 
Exodus 40: 34-38. 

Then the cloud covered the meeting tent, and the glory of the LORD filled the 
Dwelling. Moses could not enter the meeting tent, because the cloud settled down upon 
it and the glory of the LORD filled the Dwelling. Whenever the cloud rose from the 
Dwelling, the Israelites would set out on their journey. But if the cloud did not lift, they 
would not go forward; only when it lifted did they go forward. In the daytime the cloud 
of the LORD was seen over the Dwelling; whereas at night, fire was seen in the cloud 
by the whole house of Israel in all the stages of their journey. 
 
Tobit 12: 6-22 

Raphael called the two men aside privately and said to them: "Thank God! Give him 
the praise and the glory. Before all the living, acknowledge the many good things he 
has done for you, by blessing and extolling his name in song. Before all men, honor and 
proclaim God's deeds, and do not be slack in praising him. A king's secret it is prudent 
to keep, but the works of God are to be declared and made known. Praise them with due 
honor. Do good, and evil will not find its way to you. Prayer and fasting are good, but 
better than either is almsgiving accompanied by righteousness. A little with 
righteousness is better than abundance with wickedness. It is better to give alms than to 
store up gold; for almsgiving saves one from death and expiates every sin. Those who 
regularly give alms shall enjoy a full life; but those habitually guilty of sin are their own 
worst enemies. "I will now tell you the whole truth; I will conceal nothing at all from 
you. I have already said to you, 'A king's secret it is prudent to keep, but the works of 
God are to be made known with due honor. I can now tell you that when you, Tobit, 
and Sarah prayed, it was I who presented and read the record of your prayer before the 
Glory of the Lord; and I did the same thing when you used to bury the dead. When you 
did not hesitate to get up and leave your dinner in order to go and bury the dead, I was 
sent to put you to the test. At the same time, however, God commissioned me to heal 
you and your daughter-in-law Sarah. I am Raphael, one of the seven angels who enter 
and serve before the Glory of the Lord." Stricken with fear, the two men fell to the 
ground. But Raphael said to them: "No need to fear; you are safe. Thank God now and 
forever. As for me, when I came to you it was not out of any favor on my part, but 
because it was God's will. So continue to thank him every day; praise him with song. 
Even though you watched me eat and drink, I did not really do so; what you were seeing 
was a vision. So now get up from the ground and praise God. Behold, I am about to 
ascend to him who sent me; write down all these things that have happened to you." 
When Raphael ascended they rose to their feet and could no longer see him. They kept 
thanking God and singing his praises; and they continued to acknowledge these 
marvelous deeds which he had done when the angel of God appeared to them. 

 
Psalm 1: 1-6 



Happy those who do not follow the counsel of the wicked, Nor go the way of sinners, 
nor sit in company with scoffers. Rather, the law of the LORD is their joy; God’s law 
they study day and night. They are like a tree planted near streams of water, that yields 
its fruit in season; Its leaves never wither; whatever they do prospers. But not the 
wicked! They are like chaff driven by the wind. Therefore the wicked will not survive 
judgment, nor will sinners in the assembly of the just. The LORD watches over the way 
of the just, but the way of the wicked leads to ruin. 
 
 
Joel 3: 1-5 
Then afterward I will pour out my spirit upon all mankind. Your sons and daughters 
shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions; 
Even upon the servants and the handmaids, in those days, I will pour out my spirit. And 
I will work wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood, fire, and columns of smoke; 
The sun will be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, At the coming of the Day 
of the LORD, the great and terrible day. Then everyone shall be rescued who calls on 
the name of the LORD; For on Mount Zion there shall be a remnant, as the LORD has 
said, And in Jerusalem survivors whom the LORD shall call. 
 
Mt. 6: 5-14 

"When you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, who love to stand and pray in the 
synagogues and on street corners so that others may see them. Amen, I say to you, they 
have received their reward. But when you pray, go to your inner room, close the door, 
and pray to your Father in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will repay you. In 
praying, do not babble like the pagans, who think that they will be heard because of 
their many words. Do not be like them. Your Father knows what you need before you 
ask him. "This is how you are to pray: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and do not subject us to the 
final test, but deliver us from the evil one. If you forgive others their transgressions, 
your heavenly Father will forgive you. 
 
Lk. 11; 1-4 

He was praying in a certain place, and when he had finished, one of his disciples 
said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray just as John taught his disciples." He said to them, 
"When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. Give us 
each day our daily bread and forgive us our sins for we ourselves forgive everyone in 
debt to us, and do not subject us to the final test." 

 
Lk. 22: 14-20 



When the hour came, he took his place at table with the apostles. He said to them, 
"I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer, for, I tell you, I 
shall not eat it (again) until there is fulfillment in the kingdom of God." Then he took a 
cup, gave thanks, and said, "Take this and share it among yourselves; for I tell you (that) 
from this time on I shall not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God 
comes." Then he took the bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them, saying, 
"This is my body, which will be given for you; do this in memory of me." And likewise 
the cup after they had eaten, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which 
will be shed for you. 
 
Jn. 20: 19-23 

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the doors were locked, where the 
disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to 
them, "Peace be with you." When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. (Jesus) said to them again, "Peace 
be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." And when he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive 
are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained." 
 
Ac. 2: 1-12 

When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, they were all in one place together. And 
suddenly there came from the sky a noise like a strong driving wind, and it filled the 
entire house in which they were. Then there appeared to them tongues as of fire, which 
parted and came to rest on each one of them. And they were all filled with the holy 
Spirit and began to speak in different tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim. 
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven staying in Jerusalem. At 
this sound, they gathered in a large crowd, but they were confused because each one 
heard them speaking in his own language. They were astounded, and in amazement they 
asked, "Are not all these people who are speaking Galileans? Then how does each of us 
hear them in his own native language? We are Parthians, Medes, and Elamites, 
inhabitants of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the districts of Libya near Cyrene, as well as travelers from 
Rome, both Jews and converts to Judaism, Cretans and Arabs, yet we hear them 
speaking in our own tongues of the mighty acts of God." They were all astounded and 
bewildered, and said to one another, "What does this mean?" 

 
Ac. 8: 26 -39 

Then the angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, "Get up and head south on the road that 
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza, the desert route." So he got up and set out. Now 
there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, that is, the queen of the 



Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury, who had come to Jerusalem to worship, and 
was returning home. Seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. The Spirit 
said to Philip, "Go and join up with that chariot." Philip ran up and heard him reading 
Isaiah the prophet and said, "Do you understand what you are reading?" He replied, 
"How can I, unless someone instructs me?" So he invited Philip to get in and sit with 
him. This was the scripture passage he was reading: "Like a sheep he was led to the 
slaughter, and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he opened not his mouth. In (his) 
humiliation justice was denied him. Who will tell of his posterity? For his life is taken 
from the earth." Then the eunuch said to Philip in reply, "I beg you, about whom is the 
prophet saying this? About himself, or about someone else?" Then Philip opened his 
mouth and, beginning with this scripture passage, he proclaimed Jesus to him. As they 
traveled along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, "Look, there is 
water. What is to prevent my being baptized?" Then he ordered the chariot to stop, and 
Philip and the eunuch both went down into the water, and he baptized him. When they 
came out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away, and the eunuch saw 
him no more, but continued on his way rejoicing. 
 
Ac. 10: 44-48 

While Peter was still speaking these things, the holy Spirit fell upon all who were 
listening to the word. The circumcised believers who had accompanied Peter were 
astounded that the gift of the holy Spirit should have been poured out on the Gentiles 
also, for they could hear them speaking in tongues and glorifying God. Then Peter 
responded, "Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people, who have 
received the holy Spirit even as we have?" He ordered them to be baptized in the name 
of Jesus Christ. 
 
I Cor. 11:  17-29 

But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, a wild olive shoot, were 
grafted in their place and have come to share in the rich root of the olive tree, do not 
boast against the branches. If you do boast, consider that you do not support the root; 
the root supports you. Indeed you will say, "Branches were broken off so that I might 
be grafted in." That is so. They were broken off because of unbelief, but you are there 
because of faith. So do not become haughty, but stand in awe. For if God did not spare 
the natural branches, (perhaps) he will not spare you either. See, then, the kindness and 
severity of God: severity toward those who fell, but God's kindness to you, provided 
you remain in his kindness; otherwise you too will be cut off. And they also, if they do 
not remain in unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. For if 
you were cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, 
into a cultivated one, how much more will they who belong to it by nature be grafted 
back into their own olive tree. I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, brothers, 
so that you will not become wise (in) your own estimation: a hardening has come upon 



Israel in part, until the full number of the Gentiles comes in, and thus all Israel will be 
saved, as it is written: "The deliverer will come out of Zion, he will turn away 
godlessness from Jacob; and this is my covenant with them when I take away their sins." 
In respect to the gospel, they are enemies on your account; but in respect to election, 
they are beloved because of the patriarchs. For the gifts and the call of God are 
irrevocable. 

 
Eph. 5: 19-33 

addressing one another (in) psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
playing to the Lord in your hearts, giving thanks always and for everything in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ to God the Father. Be subordinate to one another out of 
reverence for Christ. Wives should be subordinate to their husbands as to the Lord. For 
the husband is head of his wife just as Christ is head of the church, he himself the savior 
of the body. As the church is subordinate to Christ, so wives should be subordinate to 
their husbands in everything. Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ loved the 
church and handed himself over for her to sanctify her, cleansing her by the bath of 
water with the word, that he might present to himself the church in splendor, without 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. So (also) 
husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves 
himself. For no one hates his own flesh but rather nourishes and cherishes it, even as 
Christ does the church, because we are members of his body. "For this reason a man 
shall leave (his) father and (his) mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall 
become one flesh." This is a great mystery, but I speak in reference to Christ and the 
church. 

 
James 5: 14-16 

Is anyone among you sick? He should summon the presbyters of the church, and 
they should pray over him and anoint (him) with oil in the name of the Lord, and the 
prayer of faith will save the sick person, and the Lord will raise him up. If he has 
committed any sins, he will be forgiven. Therefore, confess your sins to one another 
and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The fervent prayer of a righteous 
person is very powerful. 
 


