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How many does it take to fight? Two. And what must their attitude be emotionally? Angry. That’s what 

we see at the end of the war between those two antagonistic kingdoms. The king of the north is enraged by 

the news he receives from the north and east (Dan 11:44-45; 12:1). In the seventh and final war trumpet of 

the book of Revelation, nations that plot against God, and God Himself, become angry. This is the warring 

atmosphere for the last battle, Armageddon (Rev 11:18; 16:1,16). 

How many wars have there been in the world? Many. Why does the book of Daniel refer only to a 

permanent confrontation between two kingdoms over the centuries? Because God is especially interested 

in revealing the principal wars where His people are involved in one way or another. And because only the 

depositaries of divine revelation will be able to understand God’s role in the midst of human struggles and 

passions. So the divine purpose of biblical prophecies is to guide God's people in the midst of the tumult of 

nations, so that they may see the ultimate triumph of those who persevere in the ways of the Lord. This is 

necessary to see that in the end, divine righteousness will fall upon the wicked. The persecuted people of 

God must know that their oppressors will be condemned forever. 

 

Principles of interpretation 

 

Some believe that all schools of interpretation fail in Daniel’s chapter 11. Preterists assume that there is 

no future prophecy, only a description of events that are projected as future but which existed in the 

prophet’s own time. They cannot find a satisfactory historical fulfillment to biblical prophecies. Many 

historicists have also encountered trouble locating in history these prophetic descriptions of the last two 

chapters of the book of Daniel. This is because many exegetes do not know ancient history well enough to 

be able to find the exact time and event described in the prophetic text. 

What principles of interpretation should we apply so as not to waste time searching for historical events 

in a wrong context? Here are several that have served to give me confidence that I was not looking in the 

wrong place regarding the time and events described in this prophecy. 

 

1. Transcendental value of prophecy 

 

The Bible is a book of faith, laid on the foundation that God exists. “For without faith it is impossible 

to please God, because anyone who comes to Him must believe that He exists and that He rewards those 

who earnestly seek Him” (Heb 11:6). We cannot undertake a study of biblical prophecies on the basis of 

disbelief, as preterists do. If God can stay ahead of the constant movement of innumerable stars and planets 

over millions of light years to prevent their collision and total chaos, how can He not keep ahead of what 

will happen on this little planet, and warn us of what will happen?  

Moreover, it is God who directs and controls events. God said in the Bible: “I declare the end from the 

beginning, and from long ago what is not yet done, saying: my plan will take place, and I will do all my 

will” (Isa 46:10). If we don’t believe this, what is our faith for, what is our hope? So we have to begin by 

recognizing the transcendental value of the Word of God. 

 

2. Parallelism with previous visions in the terms employed 

 

In the previous visions of Daniel, God provided an easier outline to follow, because it dealt with the 
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most relevant facts of the future history of empires and their connection to God’s people. Therefore we 

need to pay attention to the Hebrew terms of the former visions that are used in chapter 11. This pattern can 

help us to find the appropriate temporal context of the projected historical fulfillment. 

 

3. Outstanding facts in the history of the conflict between good and evil 

 

When reading prophetic history, we must pay attention to the most notable historical events that are 

framed in the great conflict between good and evil. But the story is all encompassing and we should not get 

so engrossed in the facts that we lose sight of the biblical perspective. 

 

4. Text and history must match in every point 

 

If we find in history the possible fulfillment of a certain prophetic description with many similarities but 

other details that do not fit what is foretold, we must discard that historical moment and look for another 

that coincides in every detail with what is prophesied and still agrees with the successive timeframe. 

 

5. The king of the north and the king of the south often refer to kingdoms and not necessarily to a 

particular king (compare Dan 7:17: “king”, with v. 23: “kingdom”) 

 

In chapter 11 angel Gabriel reveals to Daniel the part of the “great conflict” (Dan 10:1”) that begins with 

the Persian kingdom at the time the prophet was living. But as the centuries pass, the entities called king of 

the north and king of the south change. The description of the events described may refer to the action of a 

particular king, or to a similar characteristic seen in several princes or kings of the referred kingdom. It has 

to do with a principle of universalization, such as animals representing empires in Dan 7 and 8, or the beasts 

of the book of Revelation (Rev 13; 17). 

 

6. There must be continuity in the historical development from Dan 11:1 to 12:4 

 

The events of prophecy that we are considering show us that they happen without any reference to 

previous events. There is continuity in prophetic account, a succession of events that are chained and unfold 

from Daniel’s day to the end of the world. This invalidates the tendency of some Christians who seem to 

think that God speaks only to the last generation. It also rules out those who believe that God is only 

interested the prophet's own time. If so, why did He call them to be prophets? 

No, Jesus promised His disciples to be with them “always to the very end of the world” (Matt 28:20). It 

is in biblical prophecy fulfilled over the centuries that we can see Jesus strengthening the faith of His people, 

and holding back the powers of darkness so that the flame of faith will not be completely extinguished on 

earth. 

 

7. Historical facts are judged in the light of the pure gospel of Christ 

 

History has its weight, its value. If we want to offer the world a consistent message, we must be able to 

demonstrate where we are in prophetic history and our relationship with the epochs that preceded us. It is 

ridiculous to think that God was interested only in us today, and ignored all of His faithful people who died 

before us. 

But who do we identify with as participants in Christian history today? With Romans who persecuted 

Christians in the early centuries of our age? With criminal popes whose Inquisitions tortured and burned at 

the stake those who chose to obey God and His Word instead of the opinions of an apostate church? Of 

course not! We identify with the faithful people who made the Bible the foundation of their faith and 

doctrine. For it is with these that God identifies Himself, as Jesus said to His disciples: “You are my friends 

if you do what I command” (John 15:14). 
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When we go to the book of Revelation we can see that the Bible and those who proclaim it are at the 

center of any prophecy. John suffered persecution in the first century “because of the Word of God and the 

Testimony of Jesus” (Rev 1:2,9). To the sixth church, Jesus says: “Because you have kept my word about 

patient endurance, I will keep you from the hour of trial that is coming on the whole world, to try those who 

dwell on the earth” (Rev 3:10). The sealed book of Rev 5 has also to do with the divine revelation. In the 

historical context of the Middle Ages (that of the fifth seal), the apostle says: “I saw under the altar the 

souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the testimony they had” (Rev 6:9). 

The two witnesses of Rev 11 refer to the Old and New Testaments that the devil tries to destroy as well 

as those who embody them in their struggle against the oppressive empire. To the last generation the Lord 

describes it by saying: “Here is the patience of the saints…, those who keep the commandments of God and 

hold to the testimony of Jesus” (Rev 12:17; 14:12). The martyrs are projected as overcomers “by the blood 

of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony” (Rev 12:11). The angel who reveals to John the 

extraordinary pictures of prophecy tells the apostle: “I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers who 

hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God. For the testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of prophecy” (Rev 

19:10). In other words, the very angel whom Jesus sent, identifies himself with those who also identify 

themselves with the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 

Again, John tells us what he saw at the end of the struggle: “I saw the souls of those who had been 

beheaded because of their testimony about Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not worshiped 

the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and 

reigned with Christ a thousand years” (Rev 20:4), and “for ever and ever” (Rev 22:5). So as we seek in 

history the fulfillment of prophecy, we must look for the apostate religious authorities who persecute those 

who are faithful to the Word of God, and remain faithful to God. And linked to that, we have to identify 

ourselves—as the angel did with John—with those who adhered to the Bible in the past. 

 

Prophetic-historical sketch 

 

Introduction: Dan 10 

1. Persian and Greek Kings: Dan 11:2-15 

2. Imperial Roman Kings: Dan 11:16-21 

3. The Prince of the Covenant in the Imperial Rome: Dan 11:22-27. 

4. The self-aggrandizement of the papacy and the abomination of horror: Dan 11:28-39 

5. The secular onslaught to the religious world in “the time of the end” (Dan 11:40-45). 

Epilogue: The final liberation of the remnant (Dan 12:1-3) 

 

Introduction: Dan 10 

 

Let us first consider the “man” of heaven who is “clothed in linen”, that is, with the texture of the clothes 

used by the high priest to purify the temple on the Day of Atonement (Dan 10:5; cf. Lev 16:4). He appears 

again in the time of the end in Dan 12. Angel Gabriel tells Daniel that He will reveal to him what will 

happen in the future from his day to the end of the world (Dan 10:14). And while the primary purpose of 

prophecy is to reveal the ultimate destiny of mankind and God’s people, the prophet receives a vision of 

the most outstanding events of history that occur until that final moment. 

There have been other historicist interpreters of Daniel 11 who have studied ancient history up to the 

coming of Jesus the Messiah at Bethlehem. In our study of the section from vv. 5 to 19, we will rely mostly 

on the classic Seventh-Day Adventist Bible Commentary published in the middle of the last century, on the 

synthesis prepared by my uncle Humberto Raúl Treiyer (Enigmas Descifrados de Daniel 11 y 12), and on 

the book of Hector Urrutia, Profecías Apocalípticas de Daniel. For the second part, beginning with v. 20, I 

will present my personal study of prophecy and history. It was very helpful to me to have studied that 

historical period of time for my books The Seals and the Trumpets, and The Apocalyptic Times of the 

Sanctuary. 
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1. Persian and Greek Kings (Dan 11:2-15) 

 

The history of the Persian kings in connection with the Jewish people begins with Cyrus who conquered 

Babylon and freed the Hebrew captives who had been expatriated 70 years earlier. But who were the kings 

alluded to at the beginning of Daniel’s chapter 11? 

 

“In the first year of Darius the Mede, I took my stand to support and protect him. Three more kings 

will arise in Persia, and then a fourth, who will be far richer than all the others. When he has gained 

power by his wealth, he will stir up everyone against the kingdom of Greece” (vv. 1,2). 

 

The prophecy begins in the context of the spiritual struggle that the angel wages against Cyrus’ son, 

Cambises II, “the prince of Persia” (Dan 10:20). While the angel “fights” that prince recognized in history 

as tyrannical, the angel “supports and protects” Darius I (522-486). A false Smerdis pretended to be heir of 

the throne, but he was killed the same year Cambises II died. The empire that was beginning to disintegrate 

with Cambises II is then strengthened by Darius I, who never recognized the false Smerdis as the rightful 

heir. So the three kings Daniel refers to must have been successively in the referred lineage, Cambises, 

Darius I, Xerxes I, and the fourth Artaxerxes I. 

Since the angel rises to support Darius I, who killed the False Smerdis, the angel would hardly consider 

the imposter Smerdis to be rightfully included in a list of Persian kings. The months of war required of 

Darius I to overthrow the False Smerdis were reckoned as the ascension year of Darius I.  

It was a common literary formula to mention three things then highlight them with a fourth to give 

emphasis (Prov 30:15,18,21,24,29). In Amos 1 and 2, the Hebrew vaw is often interpreted as being 

explanatory, “even for the fourth,” as something that achieved to the extreme what the third had already 

reached. In the historical context of Dan 11’s prophecy, God suggests that to the already impressive riches 

accumulated by Xerxes, his son Artaxerxes was going to become even wealthier. Several versions interpret 

that—thanks to their wealth—he would incite everyone against the kingdom of Greece. The New American 

Standard Bible considers that “the whole” refers to “the whole empire” that the Persian king was to raise 

“against the kingdom of Greece.” 

Xerxes, (the Ahasuerus of the book of Esther), is known for his accumulation of wealth. He built a 

palace that was twice the size his father Darius I had built. But his son Artaxerxes not only inherited the 

wealth of his father’s kingdom, but increased it by restoring and expanding the palaces of his predecessors. 

Among them is the throne room with 100 columns in Persepolis. 

The extravagance of Artaxerxes I is well known in the distribution of the wealth he accumulated for his 

kingdom, and in the construction of his own and foreign palaces and temples. He also endowed Ezra with 

great goods in silver and gold so that he could rebuild the city of Jerusalem that was still in ruins (Ezra 

7:15-22; 8:25-34). The importance of Artaxerxes in the history of the great controversy is undeniable, 

because it marked the beginning of the prophetic period of 70 weeks of years that culminated in the death 

of the Messiah (Dan 7), and the beginning of the investigative judgment at the end of the 2300 days/years 

(Dan 8). 

Artaxerxes I (464 BC – 425 BC) fought several wars against the Greeks that were located in Egypt. 

Finally in 454 BC the Persian army defeated the Athenians, and after further hostilities they reached the 

Peace of Calia in 448 BC. But the Athenians broke that treaty by attacking Samos in 439 BC, which 

introduced another period of clashes until the Great Peloponnesian War broke out among the Greeks in 431 

BC, in which Artaxerxes would be involved, and more definitely his successors. After Artaxerxes the 

empire declines and the Greeks begin to strengthen. 

 

“Then a mighty king will arise, who will rule with great authority and do as he pleases. But as soon 

as he is established, his kingdom will be broken up and parceled out toward the four winds of heaven. It 

will not go to his descendants, nor will it have the authority with which he ruled, because his kingdom 

will be uprooted and given to others” (vv. 3,4). 
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Dan 11:3 and 4 describe the rise of Alexander the Great and his replacement by his four generals who 

were not part of his offspring: Cassander, Ptolemy, Lysimachus, and Seleucus. This was already predicted 

in Dan 7’s third beast that was similar to a leopard containing four heads, and in Dan 8 where four horns 

come out of the goat’s head, once the first horn broke. Of the four kingdoms, two were soon absorbed by 

the other two. So from v. 5 of Dan 11, the prophet begins to portray the wars between the Seleucids in the 

north, and the Ptolemies in the south. 

 

 
 

“The king of the South will become strong, but one of his commanders will become even stronger 

than he and will rule his own kingdom with great power” (v. 5). 

 

Ptolomy I Soter, son of Lagos (for this reason his descendants were also called Laguids), took charge of 

the satrapy of Egypt a year after the death of Alexander (322 BC), and declared himself king in 305 BC. 

Seleuco I Nicator was a satrap of Babylon from 312 BC, and had to escape from another general, Antigon 

Monophthalmic (who pretended to be the sole heir of the empire). He took refuge in Egypt. Ptolemy helped 

him to organize a new army to reclaim the East. He took the north from Lysymacus, becoming the King of 

the North, and spread his kingdom from the Aegean Sea to the Indo River, including Mesopotamia, 

becoming even stronger than Ptolemy I. 

 

“After some years, they will become allies. The daughter of the king of the South will go to the king 

of the North to make an alliance, but she will not retain her power, and he and his power will not last. 

In those days she will be betrayed, together with her royal escort and her father and the one who 

supported her” (v. 6). 

 

A long struggle between the Ptolemy (southern kings) and the Seleucids (northern kings) lasted until the 

Romans arrived. But in the midst of this north-south confrontation from a geographic Jewish perspective 

in Palestine, they achieved a peace treaty in 253 BC between Ptolemy II Philadelphus, son of Ptolemy I, 

and Antiochus II Theos or Divine, son of Antiochus I Soter and grandson of Seleucus I Nicator. In this 

covenant, the Seleucid monarch had to repudiate Laodicea, his wife and sister, to marry Berenice, daughter 

of Ptolemy II Philadelphus. 
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Laodicea later tried to reconcile with her brother, only to poison him treacherously. As a result, the “War 

of the Two Queens” took place between Laodicea and Berenice (246 BC). Ptolemy II dies by then without 

being able to do anything for his daughter Berenice, and Laodicea kills her along with her little boy and the 

Egyptian entourage of Berenice. 

 

“But from a branch of her roots one shall arise in his place, who shall come with an army, enter the 

fortress of the king of the North, and deal with them and prevail” (v. 7). 

 

The branch of the roots of Ptolemy II was his son Ptolemy III Euergetes (246-221 BC), who revenged 

the death of his sister and nephew, killing Laodicea, and taking possession of the Seleucid territory even 

beyond Mesopotamia. 

 

“He will also seize their gods, their metal images and their valuable articles of silver and gold and 

carry them off to Egypt. For some years he will leave the king of the North alone” (v. 8). 

 

Ptolemy III managed to recover all the idols—no less than 2,500 images of gold and silver—that the 

Persians had removed from the Egyptians. He also brought much loot, which earned him the title of 

Euergetes (Benefactor). He did not attack Syria again for the rest of his life. Others like the NKJV translate 

the Hebrew text by “he shall continue more years than the king of the north” (Seleucus II Callinicus), which 

also happened. Ptolemy III Euergetes died in 221 BC, five years after his rival. 

 

“Then the king of the North will invade the realm of the king of the South but will retreat to his own 

country” (v. 9). 

 

Seleucus II Callinicus tried to recover the Seleucid territory that had been left to the Ptolomies, but 

ended up being defeated in 242 BC. He returned empty-handed and with his terribly decimated navy to 

Syria in 240 BC 

 

“But his sons will stir up strife and assemble a great army, which will advance forcefully, sweeping 

through like a flood, and will again carry the battle as far as his fortress. In a rage, the king of the South 

will march out to fight the king of the North, who will raise a large army, but it will be delivered into the 

hand of his enemy. When the army is carried off, the king of the South will be proud in heart and will 

cast down tens of thousands, but he will not triumph” (vv. 10-12) 

 

The sons of Seleucus II were Seleucus III Ceraunus Soter and Antiochus III the Great, who undertook 

the “War of the Two Brothers.” Seleucus III was killed in a campaign for Asia, and another son of Seleucus 

II Callinicus, named Antiochus III the Great, successfully led two campaigns.  

But the king of the south, Ptolemy IV, rose with a large army and defeated the northern king Antiochus 

III at the Battle of Raphia (217 BC). The two armies were numerous, a total of 70,000 infantry, 5,000 

horsemen, 73 Egyptian elephants and 102 Syrian elephants. 10,000 soldiers of Antiochus III were killed 

and 4,000 were made slaves. But Ptolemy did not take advantage of his success. Instead, he preferred to 

devote himself to pleasures, which allowed Antiochus III to recover. 

 

“For the king of the North will muster another army, larger than the first; and after several years, he 

will advance with a huge army fully equipped” (v. 13). 

 

Antiochus III later allied himself with Philip V king of Macedonia to defeat the new king of the south 

Ptolemy V Eucharistic Epiphanes of only 6 years. Antiochus defeated the general of Ptolemy V at the Battle 

of Panium in 198 BC. 
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“In those times many will rise against the king of the South. Those who are violent among your own 

people will rebel in fulfillment of the vision, but without success” (v. 14). 

 

The Ptolemaic kingdom suffers several uprisings. Among them the prophet highlights the Jewish 

uprising against the Ptolemies who had been ruling Palestine for 103 years (301 BC to 198 BC). “Those 

who are violent among your own people” are the Hellenistic Jews of the intertestamental period, who 

rebelled against their Ptolemaic oppressors and killed the soldiers stationed in Jerusalem, opening the doors 

to welcome Antiochus III who had just defeated an Egyptian army. Wanting to succeed on their own with 

the help of that Seleucid king, those Jews could not, however, fulfill their dreams of restoring the kingdom 

of God in their day. Their particular interpretation of Daniel’s prophecies was not fulfilled. 

We are now entering the period of Seleucid rule of Palestine that lasted 55 years, from 198 to 143 BC. 

And although the Jews were able to free themselves from Ptolemaic rule, they fell under another yoke, that 

of the Seleucids. Antiochus IV Epiphanes, son of Antiochus III, was the one who desecrated the temple of 

Jerusalem and subjected the Jews until the Maccabean revolt. The Jews at that time tried to hasten the 

fulfillment of the visions of Daniel which should be fulfilled later. They seem to have forgotten the prophecy 

of Ezekiel who said: 

 

“You profane and wicked prince of Israel, whose day has come, whose time of punishment has 

reached its climax, this is what the Sovereign Lord says: ‘Take off the turban, remove the crown. It 

will not be as it was: The lowly will be exalted and the exalted will be brought low. A ruin! A ruin! 

I will make it a ruin! The crown will not be restored until he to whom it rightfully belongs shall 

come; to him I will give it’” (Eze 21:25-27). 

 

“Then the king of the North will come and build up siege ramps and will capture a fortified city. The 

forces of the South will be powerless to resist; even their best troops will not have the strength to stand” 

(v. 15). 

 

There was an Antiochus IV campaign against Egypt in 169 BC that focused on the city of Pelusium, the 

main city that guarded the entrance to Egypt’s eastern delta, “the strong city” of the text. During the 

campaign, Pelusium fell to the troops of Antiochus IV, who then conquered half of the eastern delta. Then, 

by the winter of 169/168 BC, Antiochus IV returned to Syria. It is possible, however, that here, “the king 

of the north” already represents the Roman invasion that ended up subjecting the Seleucids, the Ptolemies, 

and even the Carthaginians. 

 

2. Imperial Roman Kings (Dan 11:16-21) 

 

“The invader will do as he pleases; no one will be able to stand against him. He will establish himself 

in the Beautiful Land and will have the power to destroy it” (v. 16). 

 

The one who invades the South and other lands was Julius Caesar. The Hebrew phrase “he will do as he 

pleases” and the word “to stand,” were used in Dan.11:3 to introduce the Greek empire of Alexander the 

Great who displaced the previous empire (Persia). Now those same expressions seem to indicate the 

introduction of a new empire, that of Rome, which replaces the previous kingdom of Greece. Indeed, the 

phrase “no one will be able to stand against him” can be applied exclusively to Rome, because Julius Caesar 

confronted and defeated Antiochus III & IV, Judah, Ptolemy XIII and the coasts of the Mediterranean. 

The same can be said of the prediction of establishing himself “in the Beautiful Land,” causing its 

destruction. Rome, through Gnaeus Pompeius Magnus or Pompey the Great, took Judah in 63 BC and 

annexed it to the empire as a Roman province. This caused the Jews to dream of the coming of the promised 

Messiah to deliver them from the Roman rulers. This is the reason why they rejected the true Messiah who 

came to offer them a spiritual freedom, not a political liberation as they expected. But Palestine continued 
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to belong to Rome, and Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD. The Jews were thus scattered 

in a new diaspora, as they had been under the Babylonian yoke half a millennium earlier.  

 

“He will determine to come with the might of his entire kingdom and will make an alliance with the 

king of the South. And he will give him a daughter of women in order to overthrow the kingdom, but his 

plans will not succeed or help him” (v. 17). 

 

In an attempt to avoid falling, Ptolemy XI [or XII according to other sources] placed his two sons, 

Ptolemy XII [or XIII according to others] and Cleopatra VII Philopator, under the protection of Rome. The 

expression “daughter of women” seems to refer to a particular feminine charm of Cleopatra, who was 

extremely beautiful. Ptolemy XI gave her to Julius Caesar when she was a teenager, with whom he had a 

son named Caesarion. With her charms, Cleopatra also seduced another Roman general, Mark Antony. 

None of that served to prevent the fall and ruin of Egypt. 

 

“Then he will turn his attention to the coastlands and will take many of them, but a prince will put 

an end to his insolence and will turn his insolence back on him” (v. 18). 

 

Julius Caesar led three campaigns after leaving Egypt. He headed for the Bosphorus, North Africa and 

Spain, three coastal regions. In the first two battles he boasted how easy it was for him to succeed, coining 

the phrase: veni vide vici, which means “I came, I saw, I conquered” (year 47 BC). But Pompey stopped 

him in Spain, and forced Julius Caesar to return to Rome empty, as a simple citizen. 

 

“After this, he will turn back toward the fortresses of his own country but will stumble and fall, to be 

seen no more” (v. 19). 

 

After his victories on the coasts, Julius Caesar returned to Rome where the main fortress of his empire 

was located. By referring to “the fortresses of his own country,” the prophet may also include the pagan 

temples on which his power was thought to depend. There he declared himself a “lifetime dictator,” which 

did not last long because his adopted son Brutus, G. Casio Longinus and several dozen senators murdered 

him with 23 stab wounds on March 15, 44 BC. 

 

“His successor will send out a tax collector to maintain the royal splendor. In a few days [years], 

however, he will be destroyed, yet not in anger or in battle” (v. 20) 

 

Julius Caesar was succeeded by Caesar Augustus, who founded the Roman Empire. Unlike other 

emperors, the latter died peacefully in the year 14 AD, after a reign of more than 40 years. He lasted only 

a few days on his deathbed, but long enough for Tiberius to come and see him. Thus, Caesar Augustus had 

time to leave his imperial legacy in order for succession. 

Caesar Augustus is well known for the censuses he commanded in order to apply tributes to the 

vanquished peoples. The census best known to us because it is recorded in the Bible was the one that 

required Joseph and Mary to go to Bethlehem. There the Son of God was born (Luke 2:1-2). The text goes 

on to say: 

 

“He will be succeeded by a contemptible person who has not been given the honor of royalty. He will 

invade the kingdom when its people feel secure, and he will seize it through intrigue” (v. 21). 

 

Tiberius was not originally on the empire’s succession list, because a brother of Augustus and his two 

grandchildren whom Augustus appointed as successors died before him. Thus Augustus ended up naming 

Tiberius in his will, who initiated a mixed dynasty from two families and as such it was called the Julio-

Claudia Dynasty. The prophecy highlights his hypocrisy by the fact that he was trying to win the sympathies 

of the Senate, appearing not to want to receive the titles of his adoptive father, and even delegated many 
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decisions to the Senate. But he later acted on his own in a despotic and evil way, so he is remembered as a 

despicable person. He built a palace on an island where he devoted himself to sexual immorality all his life, 

practicing pornography and pedophilia with children he brought from the three known continents. He left 

his most faithful general in charge of the government of Rome, whom he betrayed by killing him when he 

no longer served him. 

Let me emphasize here the fact that the word “contemptible” or “vile” or “despicable” does not have a 

definite article, the translation “the vile,” could be discussible. This is the reason why modern versions use 

to translate it, “a vile person.” This reflects the characteristic of a particular king, which fits the character 

of Tiberius, as already seen. 

  

3. The Prince of the Covenant in Imperial Rome (Dan 11:22-27) 

 

“Then a flood of forces will be swept away before him and destroyed, along with a prince of the 

covenant” (v. 22). 

 

Tiberius expanded the Roman Empire in its military campaigns. He faced revolts that wanted to 

overthrow him, but crushed them all and ordered the opponents to be destroyed. In his days the “Prince of 

the Covenant” was crucified by Roman soldiers. The reference to the “Prince of the Covenant” has its 

parallel in the 70-week prophecy detailed in Dan 9:24-27. There, the “Prince of the Covenant” is Jesus, 

who confirmed the covenant of God with His people in His Sermon on the Mount in the year 27. He was 

then crucified in the year 31, in the first month of the Hebrew year. Why was He called “Prince of the 

Covenant,” and what is the covenant? 

Moses was the intermediary of the covenant between God and his people in ancient Israel. The “tablets 

of the covenant” (beri’t) or “tablets of the testimony” (‘edut), had to do with the ten commandments that 

the people pledged to obey to belong to the God who had delivered them from slavery and given them 

freedom (Deut 9:9-11). “You will be my people,” said the Lord, “and I will be your God” (Jer 30:22). And 

the people said, “All that the Lord hath said shall we do” (Exod 24:3,7). 

God commanded that the two tables of the covenant be placed in the “ark of the covenant” (Deut 31:9), 

or “ark of testimony” (E xod 25:21-22). That is why the tabernacle or sanctuary of God was renamed “tent 

of testimony” (Exod 38:31; No. 9:15). The ten commandments formed the basis of the gospel that God 

represented in the sanctuary that He commanded the ancient Israelites to build. Along with the ten 

commandments, God also gave them the “book of the covenant” or “testimony” (Exod 24:7; 2 Chr 23:11), 

because the ten commandments were included in it. This book contained an adaptation or application of the 

covenant to the daily life of the people of those days. And the fact that it was called “testimony,” a term 

used in contexts of judgment, shows that this book was going to form the basis of a future judgment. 

God’s covenant with His people was not based solely on the ten commandments. It was a covenant of 

mercy because they were all sinners, violators of the divine law. So to the tablets of the covenant and to the 

book of the covenant, God added “the blood of the covenant” (Exod 24:8; Luc 22:20; Heb 13:20). That 

blood was the payment that the sinner had to offer in order to maintain his bond with God once he had 

broken it. The Apostle Paul said, “for the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God [the sacrifice of his Son] 

is eternal life” (Rom 6:23). 

When the angel told Daniel that the Messiah was coming to confirm for a week of years the covenant 

with many (Dan 9:27), he referred to the new covenant that God had announced through the prophet 

Jeremiah, the only covenant that God considered valid for achieving the conversion and complete 

transformation of His people (Heb 9). “This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after those 

days,” the Lord declares. “I will put my law within them, and upon their hearts I will write it; and I will be 

their God, and they will be my people” (Jer 30:22; 32:34). 

The Jews delivered the “Prince of the Covenant” to the Romans to be crucified, without knowing that 

in so doing, they were fulfilling the plan of God to restore His covenant with His people, this time 

definitively (Acts 4:27-28; Heb 10:1-4,10,12,14). That is why Jesus began saying in the Sermon on the 

Mount, “you have heard that it was said to the ancients,” “but I tell you” (Matt 5:21-22, etc). Someone like 
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Moses and even greater than Moses had to come to reveal the deepest spiritual dimension of the covenant 

that many had ceased to perceive (Acts 3:22-23; 7:37; cf. Deut 18:15,18). He also emphasized that to be 

admitted into eternal life, the commandments of God are to be kept (Matt 16:16-21). After they died, the 

Apostles continued to confirm the covenant with many within the Jewish nation, until the Jews stoned 

Stephen and Saul of Tarsus was called to be an Apostle of the Gentiles. 

That the two tablets of the covenant with the ten commandments are in force, it is seen by the explicit 

statements of the book of Revelation. John saw the ark of the covenant and the tabernacle of testimony in 

the heavenly temple (Rev 11:19; 15:5). Without the ten commandments there is no temple or tabernacle. 

And “Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that ... those who have been called receive the promise of 

eternal inheritance” (Heb 9:15). “He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant” (2 Cor 3:6). 

He was appointed high priest in the temple of heaven to mediate in our favor the benefits of the covenant 

(Heb 12:22-24). For by virtue of His blood whose worth is as eternal as His law, this new covenant allows 

us to have access to God through His intermediation (Heb 13:20). 

During the first three centuries of Christianity, Roman emperors continued to spill the blood of the 

Prince of the Covenant through His followers, who were also crucified as He was and killed in Roman 

circuses. So the shaking of the Prince of the Covenant refers not only to the Prince Himself, but also to His 

followers. We can see this principle in Rev 11:8, the persecution of  “the two witnesses,” in a place “where 

our Lord was also crucified”, referring to His followers. 

 

The apostasy of Christianity under Constantine 

 

In the next verse the revelator leads us to the moment when the pagan emperor covenanted with 

Christianity, introducing apostasy in the midst of the church. Let us remember what we already specified 

above, that in apocalyptic prophecies, when talking about a king, it does not necessarily refer to a person 

who governs, but to the system of government he represents. In this way, we can clearly see from v. 23, the 

moment when the Roman emperor intends to make a covenant with the Prince of the Covenant through 

Christianity, to be strengthened by deception, introducing paganism within the Christian church. 

 

 “After coming to an agreement with him, he will act deceitfully, and with only a few people he will 

rise to power” (v. 23). 

 

Some historicist interpreters note that Dan 8:25 uses the same word “deception,” to refer to the Roman 

power in the period of Christian apostasy that elevated the pope to succeed the Caesars in the empire. But 

let us notice that Dan 8:25 does not say that religious deception begins with the papacy. Deception was 

expected to prosper with it. It says, literally, “he will cause deceit to prosper.” Deception begins earlier, 

with the union of Christianity with paganism. And this was impressively achieved by Emperor Constantine 

when he converted nominally to Christianity. This is an outstanding fact in the history of Rome and 

Christianity, which was not going to go unnoticed by God who can look perfectly clearly to both the past 

and the future. Let us see what E. G. White wrote in the book The Great Controversy. 

 

“The nominal conversion of Constantine, in the early part of the fourth century, caused great 

rejoicing; and the world, cloaked with a form of righteousness, walked into the church. Now the 

work of corruption rapidly progressed. Paganism, while appearing to be vanquished, became the 

conqueror. Her spirit controlled the  church… This compromise [Dan 11:23: “agreement”] between 

paganism and Christianity resulted in the development of” the papacy (GC 49). 

 

From Constantine, Christians were to partake in the veneration of the emperor as Vicar of Christ, a title 

adopted successively by the Eastern emperors. Constantine also called himself Representative of the Only 

Begotten Logos, Bishop of Bishops. The title Vicar of Christ wanted to be appropriated exclusively by the 

Bishop of Rome. This title was always blasphemous, because both Constantine and subsequent Roman 

popes founded and assumed a religion of Christianity mixed with paganism. Emperor Constantine intended 



11 
 

to make a deal with the Prince of the Covenant through his followers. He even put the image of the cross 

on the shields of His soldiers, deceiving Christians by pretending to occupy on earth the place of that 

heavenly Prince. 

By mixing Christianity with paganism, Constantine brought his empire to the height of absolutism. He 

required a rigorous ceremonial in his court to highlight the divine character of the emperor as vice regent 

of the Deity. He required from the people the proskynesis before the emperor who occupied on earth the 

place of God, the same prostration that the people practiced before the gods. For this purpose Constantine 

was dressed in a gold robe and put on his head an imperial headband. All this led to the hybrid worship of 

the Roman papacy that sat on the throne previously occupied by the pagan Caesars, and adopted their 

ceremonies of imperial dignification. 

It is striking that Constantine was appointed emperor having but few men, as prophesied by the 

prophecy, until he managed to defeat the other emperors who formed the Roman Tetrarchy (4th Century). 

 

“When the richest provinces feel secure, he will invade them and will achieve what neither his fathers 

nor his forefathers did. He will distribute plunder, loot and wealth among his followers. He will plot the 

overthrow of fortresses—but only for a time” (v. 24). 

 

 The peace of the Edict of Milan in 313 brought great relief to Christians who, until that time, had been 

greatly persecuted by the pagan empire. “Neither his fathers nor his forefathers” had granted Christians the 

freedom that this edict accorded to them. He also gave pagan basilicas to Christians, as well as different 

properties belonging to pagans. Let us look at the remarkable synthesis of Wikipedia on what Constantine 

did for the church. 

 

“He supported the Church financially, built basilicas, granted privileges to clergy (such as 

exemption from certain taxes), promoted Christians to high office, and returned property confiscated 

during the long period of persecution. His most famous building projects include the Church of the 

Holy Sepulchre and Old Saint Peter’s Basilica. In constructing the Old Saint Peter’s Basilica, 

Constantine went to great lengths to erect the basilica on top of St. Peter’s resting place…, making 

its complete construction time over 30 years from the date Constantine ordered it to be built” 

(Constantine the Great, Wikipedia). 

 

These were benign times for Christianity, times of peace. That period of peace for Christians seemed 

beneficial, but as could be seen later, this benign time concealed a trap. By mingling with paganism, the 

church was to be corrupted. 

 

“With a large army he will stir up his strength and courage against the king of the South (v. 25). 

 

By then, the Roman Empire was ruled by what is known as Roman Imperial Tetrarchy. In the northwest 

was Constantine. In Italy was Maxentius. In Thrace Licinius ruled, and Maximinus in the southeast, in what 

would now include Turkey, Palestine and Egypt. Of those four emperors, two prevailed. Constantine stayed 

in the north of the empire, and his brother-in-law Licinius in the south, married to Constantine’s stepsister. 

According to the map we have today, we could consider this confrontation as a struggle between West 

and East. But in biblical terms they could be located as north and south. We saw above a similar case at the 

time of the Greek emperor Alexander, who was replaced by his four generals: Cassander, Lysymacus, 

Seleucus and Ptolemy. Of these four generals, two were to prevail, forming two kingdoms, that of the 

Seleucids in the north (from the perspective of the biblical writers), and that of the Ptolomies in the south, 

more definitely in Egypt. 

Let us pay attention to the fact that this Greek history is predicted by the prophet Daniel in the first part 

of chapter 11. The two remaining kingdoms, those of the Seleucids and the Ptolemies, are referred to as the 

northern kingdom and the southern kingdom respectively. If we look carefully at the map shown in our 

commentary of vv. 3 and 4, today there would be no lack of those who would refer those two kingdoms as 
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eastern and western or, perhaps, northeast and southwest, seeking to be more precise. But from Palestine’s 

perspective, these two kingdoms were perceived as coming from the north and the south. 

 

 
 

The same can be said of the history given by the prophets on the two colossus of the 60s BC. The 

Egyptian empire was located in the south, and the Babylonian empire in the north. Although if we draw a 

straight line we will see that the stripe goes from East to West. 
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But let us return to the Roman confrontation between the two remaining emperors of the Tetrarchy. Both 

emperors struggled to prevail one over the other, to rule alone the whole Roman Empire. In the northwest, 

Constantine prevailed as emperor of the West, and in the southeast Licinius prevailed as emperor of the 

East. Daniel, from his viewpoint, projects that war as being between north and south.  

 

 
 

If we look at the map below, and follow the line drawn to reach by land from Rome the other end of the 

empire with armies, we can see that they had to go up the Italic peninsula and then descend to what is now 

Greece and beyond, to Palestine and Egypt. 
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“The king of the South will wage war with a large and very powerful army, but he will not be able to 

stand because of the plots devised against him” (v. 25). 

 

In that war, anticipated by the prophet Daniel, the two armies were so large that for centuries such 

formidable battles were avoided. Wikipedia’s summary unconsciously supports the words of the prophet 

Daniel. 

 

“The armies involved were so large that similar mobilization is not known in Europe until at least 

the 14th Century” (Wikipedia, Constantino I [in the Spanish document of Wikipedia]). “Licinius, 

aided by Gothic mercenaries, represented the past and the ancient pagan faiths. Constantine and his 

Franks marched under the standard of the labarum, and both sides saw the battle in religious terms. 

Outnumbered, but fired by their zeal, Constantine’s army emerged victorious in the Battle of 

Adrianople…” (Wikipedia, Constantine the Great). 

 

Since Constantine had been baptized as a Christian, and Licinius remained pagan, many interpret this 

war as a war between Christianity and paganism. In reality, the religion of Constantine was a hybrid 

Christianity because he mixed it with paganism. So if it had to do with a religious rivalry, it was between 

paganized Christianity and pure paganism. 

 

“Those who eat his provisions will destroy him; his army will be destroyed, and many will fall slain” 

(v. 26). 

 

Historians highlight the impressive number of dead in those battles. There was “a great massacre; 

Licinius’ army, according to Zosimus, received losses of 34,000 dead” (Wikipedia, Constantine the Great). 

The horrific massacres that took place do not show Constantine as a man truly converted to Christianity. 

But what interests us most is the extraordinary accuracy of the prophetic description. We are told that the 

southern emperor, Licinius, was to be destroyed by his own mercenaries, who Licinius had paid to fight for 

him. Historians say it was Constantine who commanded that he be killed. But most historians don't say who 

executed him. That led me to do a more thorough investigation, and I found that Licinius had hired the 

Goths as mercenaries, and they executed him on the orders of “Constantine the Victor” (Jordans, Getica 

111:87). Those who were paid by Licinius were the ones who gave him the death blow. 

 

“The two kings, with their hearts bent on evil, will sit at the same table and lie to each other, but to 

no avail, because the end will still come at the appointed time” (v. 27). 

 

When Constantine’s army emerged triumphant, Licinius tried to escape. But Constantine’s forces 

surrounded him. Licinius asked his wife, Constantine’s stepsister, to go and ask his brother-in-law in tears 

to forgive her husband. Licinius himself came later and threw himself at Constantine’s feet and also asked 

him forgiveness. 

What does the story say? Let’s read it. After surrendering, being brother-in-law of his rival, Licinius 

was “admitted to Constantine’s table.” History uses the same words of the prophet we just read. But it is 

clear that the conversations at that table were not very promising. Constantine was considering how to get 

rid of his brother-in-law, and Licinius pondered how to rebel again. This led Constantine to confine Licinius 

to a home prison in Thessaloniki. Licinius tried soon after to rebel, resorting once again to the Goths. 

Constantine discovered it and commanded Licinius' own mercenaries to execute him. (Juan de Mariana, 

Historia General de España (1840), 295. 

  

4. The self-aggrandizement of the papacy and the abomination of horror 

Main feature: Church/State Union (Daniel 11:28-39) 

 

“He [the king of the North] will return to his own country with great wealth, but his heart [will be set] 
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over [Heb. ‘al] the holy covenant. He will do [as he pleases] and then return to his own country” (v. 28). 

 

Here we have to deal more carefully with the translation. The Hebrew preposition ‘al means “over,” 

“up[on]” or “above,” although in some contexts the meaning in translation may vary. Literally the text says: 

“his heart upon the holy covenant.” If we take into account the Apostle Paul’s prophecy about the antichrist 

who was to come to Rome after the Roman Caesars were removed from office, we can see here a clear 

transition from pagan imperial Rome to Roman papal power. Let us keep in mind that Paul, in his prophecy, 

is interpreting the prophecies of Daniel that warned that the antichrist would sit in the temple of God posing 

Himself as God. 

Let us read 2 Thess 2:4, considering that we find epi, a Greek preposition equivalent to ‘al in Hebrew, 

which some also translate “against,” when its most natural meaning endorsed by the context is “over.” 

However, if one wants to interpret the meaning of ‘al and epi as “against,” following many modern versions, 

it can be understood that this “haughty king” or “straight-face king” in Dan 8:23 rises up against the holy 

covenant of Christ with his church, by imposing himself upon the church over God. 

 

“He [the Roman antichrist] opposes and exalts himself over [Greek epi] all that is called God or 

that is worshiped; so that he sits as God in the temple of God, setting himself up as God. And you 

know what is now restraining him, so that he may be revealed at the proper time. For the mystery of 

lawlessness is already at work, but the one who now restrains it will continue until he is taken out of 

the way” (2 Thess 2:4). 

 

The following map reminds us that the Roman Empire was divided up to that point into the Western 

Empire (North: Rome) and the Eastern Empire (South: Constantinople). 

 

 
 

The transfer from imperial Rome to papal Rome had been described by the prophet Daniel himself in 

his earlier visions. In chapter seven of his book we see that the antichrist comes out like a horn from the 

head of the beast representing the Roman Empire. In chapter eight the symbolic horn reappears for the same 

time, showing how that future antichrist would take away from the heavenly Prince his continued ministry 

of intercession. At the same time the Roman antichrist would impose himself above God in God’s own 

temple, that is the Christian church. Heaven and God’s people would recognize this to be an abomination 

of horror. We will see this two and three verses after v. 28. 

Having described Constantine’s advance to the southeast until founding its new capital in 

Constantinople, in v. 28 the prophecy leaps towards the very city of Rome in the northwest. The spotlight 
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now moves back to the old capital of the empire, with the official establishment of the pope at the head of 

all Christian churches, who in turn inherits the wealth of the Caesars who have been overthrown. That is 

why the prophecy says that the king of the north returns to his land, this time to carry out his deceitful work 

on God and his covenant with the Christian church. Western Rome thus becomes especially relevant again 

to the history of civilization, for several reasons that the prophecy will detail next. 

 

“At the appointed time he will invade the South again, but it shall not be this time as it was before” 

(v. 29). 

  

“The appointed time” is a direct reference to the beginning of the official uprising of the Roman papacy 

that the prophet had already announced as predominating for 1260 days/years (Dan 7:25; also in 12:6-7; 

Rev 11:2-3; 12:6,14; 13:5). In 533, Emperor Justinian of Constantinople gave the pope jurisdiction over all 

the churches of the East [or south], making him “head” of all Christendom in the empire, and addressed to 

him with a blasphemous title: “His Holiness.” He subjected to the pope additional lands in the south by 

freeing Catholics from the Vandals in 534. And in the year 538 the Byzantine emperor sent a military 

expedition that expelled the Ostrogoths from Rome. Justinian wrote this to Pope John II: 

 

“We have been sedulous to subject and unite all the priests of the Orient throughout its whole 

extent to the See of Your Holiness… You are the head of all the Holy Churches, for We shall exert 

Ourselves in every way… to increase the honor and authority of your See” (Justinian Edict, 533). 

“We therefore decree that the most holy Pope of the elder Rome is the first of all the priesthood, and 

that the most blessed Archbishop of Constantinople, the new Rome, shall hold the second rank after 

the holy Apostolic chair of the elder Rome” (Justinian’s Code in the edicts of the “Novellae;” in the 

preamble). 

 

Unsurprisingly, after the death of Emperor Justinian, the patriarch of Constantinople equated papal 

supremacy with that of the antichrist who was to come, according to biblical prophecy. 

As has already been demonstrated in several works, in order for the edict of Emperor Justinian to be 

implemented with regard to the supremacy of the pope, the Arrian governments that did not recognize the 

authority of the papacy needed to be expelled. These Arrian governments were ruling over the Western 

empire, the common religious, political and ethnic enemy of both Justinian and the Bishop of Rome. This 

was why Justinian decided to liberate Catholics from the Vandals in the south (534) and the pope himself 

from the Ostrogoths in Rome (538). From that moment on, the pope’s authority was to become prevalent 

throughout the Roman Empire. And this without the Bishop of Rome going to war, since his conquest of 

Constantinople for the papacy was carried out without weapons or armies of his own. That’s why Daniel 

said his southward movement would not be as the first time, when Constantine set out with an army larger 

than any that would be mustered for at least a millennium. 

In 545 Pope Vigilius was summoned to Constantinople because he disapproved of Emperor Justinian’s 

monophysite interpretation of the nature of Christ. Vigilius did not bring an army as Constantine had done. 

Having been appointed bishop of the entire empire, he was called by the emperor to help resolve the 

theological issue that was shaking the empire. During his stay in Constantinople, the Goths attacked Rome 

and the pope’s absence saved him from being taken captive. Vigilius remained in Constantinople for eight 

years, dying soon after on his journey back to Rome (Wikipedia, Pope Vigilius). 

 

Islamic invasions which distressed the pope 

 

“For ships of Kittim will come against him; therefore he will be disheartened and will return and 

become enraged at the holy covenant and do [as he pleases]; so he will come back and show regard for 

those who forsake the holy covenant” (v. 30). 

 

Kittim was the name that was formerly given to the island of Cyprus, but over time it went on to represent 
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the shores of the Mediterranean Sea. What happened soon after the papacy was recognized by Emperor 

Justinian as the ultimate ecclesiastical authority throughout the empire? With no more emperors in the West, 

the pope began to assume the political functions that the emperors had exercised there until that time. But 

a power suddenly emerged out of “the abyss” (Rev 9:1,2), depriving him of his contact with the eastern 

empire that sustained him. That blow came to Europe on the Mediterranean shores, because Constantinople 

had flanked the Muslim advance by land. 

Islamic invasions began in 632 under Abu Bakr, Muhammad’s disciple. As his advance was slowed by 

land by Constantinople, he was stretching from the east across the shores of the Mediterranean, until he 

fully dominated it. Therefore, in the words of historians, that sea ended up morphing into “a Muslim lake” 

(Pirene, Historia Universal, 52). “Christians can no longer float a board at sea,” said ibn Khaldun, Arab 

scholar of the Middle Ages. 

Devoid of Constantinople’s protection by Muslim occupation of the sea, the papacy had to turn to the 

Frank monarchy to defend it. We can pathetically read the disheartening  report of the papacy to conditions 

to which Daniel refers, in the words of Pope John VIII, when he wrote the following words “to the vain and 

inept Charles the Bald,” in a context in which he himself was having to flee Rome: 

 

“Christian blood flows, and those who escape fire or sword, are borne as slaves into an eternal 

banishment. Cities and villages are perishing and remain depopulated;  the bishops are dispersed and 

do not find refuge but in the sanctuary of the apostles. They have to abandon their churches to become 

haunts for the wild beasts. The time has truly come to outcry: ‘Blessed are the women whose entrails 

are sterile and whose breasts have not nursed! Who will give me streams of tears to cry the ruin of 

the country? The queen of the nations, the mother of the churches, is despaired and solitary. Oh, day 

of trouble and anguish! Day of misery and calamities!’” (C. Cantú, Historia Universal, III, 467). 

 

The Frankish monarchy had already been linked to the papacy at the beginning of the 6th Century, when 

its first Catholic king Clovis expelled the Visigothic Arrians from Gaul. That king made Paris his capital in 

508, laying the foundations for a government in which the church and the state merged. By imposing their 

paganized dogmas on defeated peoples, both the pope and the Frankish kings also became intolerant to 

Christians who did not recognize the authority of the Roman pontiff. This is succinctly expressed by 

Daniel’s prophecy when he wrote, “he became enraged” and took action “against the holy covenant. So he 

will come back and show regard for those who forsake the holy covenant” (Dan 11:30). 

Thus we see a progression from verse 28. First he is exalted upon the holy covenant. Now he becomes 

enraged against the covenant and those who adhere to it. It is then that Sunday is imposed above the Biblical 

Sabbath. 

The seventh-day Sabbath honors God as Creator (Exod 20:8-11). Sunday honors the Roman papal 

institution that changed the law with regard to the divine Sabbath (Dan 7:25). The change had been 

gradually taking place over several previous centuries, in the church’s relationship with paganism. But now, 

the papacy began to require its obligation in the Councils of Macon in 585 and Narbonne in 589. The 

decisions of such councils were supported by the law of Childebert II with threats of heavy fines to violators. 

Then came the laws of Germany (725) and Bavaria (744), which determined the loss of property and 

freedom to work on Sunday. Similar measures were taken by Carolingian kings such as Pepin the Short, 

Charlemagne and their successors. Those who wanted to continue keeping the biblical Seventh-day Sabbath 

were condemned and persecuted as Judaizers (Daniel Augsburger, in D. A. Strand, ed., The Sabbath in 

Scripture and History (RHPA), 190-214. 

Let us remember that the seventh day Sabbath forms a fundamental part of God’s covenant with His 

people, even with foreigners who were not Jews whom the Lord accepts into His kingdom, as seen in the 

prophecy of Isa 56:6: 

 

“And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to minister to him, to love the name of 

the LORD, and to be his servants, everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it, and holds 

fast my covenant (see v. 4). 
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The prophecy of Dan 7:25 also warned that the antichrist who was to come from Rome was going to try 

to change the law in terms of time. This is a direct reference to the fourth commandment that requires 

keeping the seventh day Sabbath as the Lord’s Day, the only divine commandment that requires setting 

aside a space of time for God, recognizing Him as Creator. 

What happened to Christians who kept the Biblical Sabbath? They began to receive not only fines for 

violating Sunday, but also alleged threats from Christ who was claimed to have written letters from heaven 

warning that He would grossly pursue those who did not want to keep Sunday, and punish them in a 

thousand ways. At this time also the doctrine of purgatory was invented to frighten the masses, and all those 

who did not want to recognize papal supremacy. And the threats of eternal hell began to be brandished with 

all brazenness against princes and kings who did not submit to papal prerogatives. 

 

The Abomination of Horror 

 

“Forces from him will appear and profane the temple and fortress, and will take away the regular 

[priestly intercession] and set up the abomination of desolation” (v. 31). 

 

A more specific description of the fury of the papacy (the king of the north), is seen here against the 

holy covenant and those who keep it. Shortly after papal supremacy was recognized, we see Emperor 

Justinian who had established that supremacy initiating campaigns to crush the heathen and all the creeds 

that opposed the pope. So also did the popes, who soon after began to take on the appearance of warriors. 

They were seen organizing armies to subdue not only the heathen, but all Christians who did not want to 

recognize their supremacy. See historical references in A. R. Treiyer, The Seals and the Trumpets (2005), 

76ff. 

As early as the 6th Century, the papal emissary addressed the humble Christians who from the first 

centuries of Christianity had settled in Britain in the following terms. “If you will not receive brethren who 

bring you peace, you shall receive enemies who will bring you war. If you will not unite with us in showing 

the Saxons the way of life, you shall receive from them the stroke of death” (J. H. Merle D'Aubigne, History 

of the Reformation of the Sixteenth Century, b. 17, cf. 2; GC 62). E. G. White wrote: 

 

“When the early church became corrupted by departing from the simplicity of the gospel and 

accepting heathen rites and customs, she lost the Spirit and power of God; and in order to control the 

consciences of the people, she sought the support of the secular power. The result was the papacy, a 

church that controlled the power of the state and employed it to further her own ends, especially for 

the punishment of ‘heresy’” (GC 443). 

 

The profanation of the sanctuary. What does Daniel mean when he says they will “profane” the 

sanctuary-fortress? The temple of Israel was a true fortress. And by that term John understood in the book 

of Revelation that it was the courtyard of the temple, where the people gathered. Literally says John: “But 

exclude the outer court; do not measure it, because it has been given to the nations. They will trample on 

the holy city for 42 months” (Rev 11:2). So the profanation of the temple-fortress has to do, in the Christian 

dispensation, with the spiritual temple that would be trampled for 1260 days/years, that is, from 538 to 1798 

when secular powers overpowered the papacy and took away its political authority. 

 

The taking away of the “daily” service in the temple. Daniel is even more specific. “They will take 

away the regular [priestly intercession] and set up the abomination of desolation” or “horror.” Do not 

confuse the term tamid, “continuous” or “regular” or “daily,” with ’olam, “eternal” (see Dan 9:24).  

Tamid appears as an adjective or adverb in the Old Testament linked to a sanctuary furnishing, and in 

reference to the daily service performed on the specified furnishing. But in Daniel it appears with a defined 

article, hatamid, which means "the continuous” or “the daily.” 

In Hebrew, a word often requires another word taken in context to more easily understand the sentence. 

For example, hatta’t means “offense,” “sin.” But in relation to the law of sacrifice, it must be understood 
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as a “sacrifice for sin.” The same goes for the term ’asham, “guilt,” which in relation to the sacrifice means 

“sacrifice for guilt.” Therefore, hatamid as a noun can mean “regular sacrifice” or “regular intercession” or 

“daily service.” Since this term is linked to the ritual the priest performed on the furnishings of the Holy 

Place, it is obvious that Daniel refers here to the priesthood of the future Messiah in the Holy Place of the 

heavenly sanctuary. This ministry would conclude in the Most Holy Place, with the purification of the 

sanctuary at “the time of the end” (Dan 8:11,13-14,17,19). If it appears as a noun and not as an adjective or 

adverb, it is because it does not refer to the priestly service on a specific furnishing, but to all the services 

that the priest performed in the Holy Place. 

Let us notice that we are in v. 31 of Dan 11, so the profanation of the spiritual temple, plus the removal 

of Christ’s priestly heavenly intercession (Heb 8:1-2) by the earthly imposter prince, was to occur before 

the time of the end. The same can be said of the setting of a Roman souvereign pontiff that causes horror 

with his arrogant postures and blasphemies, because he takes the place of the pontificate of the Son of God. 

The time of the end comes later. It starts at v. 40. So the period mentioned in Dan 12:11 of 1290 days/years, 

during which the forces coming from the papacy would take away Christ’s heavenly intercession from the 

earth, offering instead a blasphemous forgiveness that requires people to kneel before a priest who pretends 

to grant absolution, is given before the time of the end. 

Against futurists who want to locate the 1,290 days/years in the future, we can state that the book of 

Daniel clearly affirms that today, in the time of the end where we live, that dated period of time is in the 

past. It has already been fulfilled. It extends from the year 508 when Clovis founded the first Barbarian 

kingdom in Paris under the principle of church/state union, till 1298 when the same government rejected 

this kind of politico-ecclesiastic government. 

The same is seen in Daniel’s vision of chapter 8. The “regular” priesthood of Christ performed in His 

heavenly temple is referred to in v. 11. Daniel writes: “It set itself up to be as great as the Prince of the host 

of the Lord; it took away the daily [intercession] from the Lord, and His sanctuary was thrown down.” And 

then he warns that because of the rebellion or apostasy of Christianity, this imposter earthly souvereign 

pontiff was given “the host along with the regular [priestly intercession].” In this way he “cast away the 

truth” (v. 12). All of this happens before the time of the end, as seen in vv. 14,17,19. 

In the following illustration we can see the apocalyptic projection of the heavenly temple as represented 

by the earthly temple. This characteristic of regular or continuous mi nistry in the holy place was to be 

succeeded in the end by a final priestly ministry in the most holy place, in a context of judgment that 

determines who will be able to live in the Lord’s kingdom. 

 

 



20 
 

In Dan 8:13 the angel asks a significant question, literally translated: “Until when the vision, the regular 

[intercession], the rebellion of horror, and the trampling of the sanctuary and the host?” It is answered in 

vv. 14, 17 and 19. “Until 2300 days/years, and the sanctuary will be purified ... until the time of the end.” 

It is then that the ministry of the apocalyptic temple begins the final intercession in the Most Holy Place 

(see Lev 16:16-19). 

The regular intercession in the Holy Place of the heavenly temple extends to the purification of the 

sanctuary in the Most Holy Place at the time of the end, more definitely, until 1844. The spurious 

withdrawal of this intercession in the Holy Place, through governmental imposition of its abominable 

replacement, lasts 1290 years, more precisely, until 1798. This cleansing of the heavenly temple not 

accomplished as it was in the symbolic earthly temple, with the blood of the sacrificed animals, but with 

the blood of Christ (Heb 7:25-27; 9:11-12,22-28; 10:1-10, etc.). 

In the book of Revelation we find the same depiction of the apocalyptic temple, the heavenly temple of 

Christ. Under the fifth seal, (not under the sixth or the seventh seals), the Apostle John says, “I saw under 

the altar the souls of those who had been killed because of the Word of God and the testimony they had” 

(Rev 6:9). The expression, “under the altar,” was not a reference to the blood of sacrifices that was shed “at 

the foot of the altar.” The Jews used the expression “under the altar” to refer to the altar of the heavenly 

temple. See A. R. Treiyer, The Day of Atonement and the Heavenly Sanctuary (1992), 517, n. 260. Thus, 

John saw there the martyrs who died under the heavenly intercession on the altar of the Holy Place, who 

cried out as in the vision of Daniel, “until when?” (Dan 8:13). Until the judgment takes place in the Most 

Holy Place (Dan 8:14; Rev 11:18-19).  

 

The abomination of desolation. What does “abomination” mean? Detestable idolatry, which the Bible 

often relates to its imposition in the temple. Let us look at some passages: 

 

“You saw the abominations and idols among them made of wood and stone, of silver and gold” 

(Deut 29:17). “Their heart goes after their detestable things and their abominations [detestable idols]” 

(Eze 11:21). “You have defiled my sanctuary with all your detestable things and with all your 

abominations” (Eze 5:11). “Will you defile yourselves the way your fathers did, prostituting 

yourselves with their abominations?” (Eze 20:30). 

 

What does shomem mean? “Horror” (especially in relation to people), “desolation” (especially in 

connection with places). Let’s look at some passages. 

 

“I was appalled by the vision” of the “rebellions” or “abominations” in God’s temple (Dan 8:27). 

“Horrified,” “horrible stupor.” “When I heard this report, I tore my tunic and cloak, pulled out some hair 

from my head and beard, and sat down in horror” (Ezra 9:3). “Shocked,” “devastated.” 

“I will lay your cities waste and will make your sanctuaries desolate [shomem], and I will not smell your 

pleasing aromas” (Lev 26:31). “Desolate places,” “ruined,” “destroyed.” “Horrific and detestable idolatry, 

which produces desolation and destruction. 

 

The first abomination 

 

Dan 9:27 uses the term “abomination” in the plural, resulting in thinking of at least two desolating 

abominations. The first had to do with the temple in Jerusalem that was desecrated with idolatrous pagan 

banners, and eventually destroyed. But this abomination was to serve as a parable or figure of a second and 

most terrible abomination, that of the papacy. Let us read: 

 

“At the temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed 

is poured out on the desolate place [“temple” or “city” (v. 26)]” (Dan 9:27). 

 

Here we see again how the Hebrew language employs a word that requires with another word supplied 
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by the context in order to understand it. Thus, the desolate place of v. 27 is the holy place or sanctuary that 

was destroyed by the Romans (see Matt 24:15). And just as “abomination” is plural (abominations), so also 

in the previous verse shomem is plural, “horrors” or “desolations.” 

In connection with the first abomination, Jesus said: “So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the 

abomination that causes desolation,’ spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand” 

(Matt 24:5). He was still more specific, and warned that this would happen when they saw “Jerusalem 

surrounded by armies” (Luke 21:20). E. G. White commented: “When the idolatrous standards of the 

Romans should be set up in the holy ground, which extended some furlongs outside the city walls, then the 

followers of Christ were to find safety in flight” (GC 26). 

The expression, “let the reader understand,” was employed by Jesus when He spoke in parables. So we 

can conclude that the first abomination that carried the revered image of Caesar in the Roman banners was 

a parable of the future veneration of the pope, successor of the Caesars, in the midst of the church. 

 

The second abomination 

 

Let us go to the second abomination referred to in Dan 11:31. The bishop of Rome inherited the same 

titles that the emperors had held, and he added other blasphemous titles like “Holy Father” and “His 

Holiness.” The ritual which venerated the emperor began to be practiced to venerate the pope, requiring the 

proskinesis (prostration before him). This was what the devil also required of Christ, but the Savior of the 

world did not prostrate before Satan. The devil proposed to yield to Christ all the kingdoms of the world if 

Jesus adored (worshipped) him (Matt 4:8-9). But the Lord rejected this temptation, saying, “away from me, 

Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only’” (Matt 4:10). 

Neither did Paul and Barnabas allow the people to venerate them as gods (Acts 14:11-13). Nor did the 

angel accept John kneeling before him, after revealing to the apostle the remarkable apocalyptic scenes 

among which he could see Jesus glorified, and God on His throne (Rev 19:10; 22:8-9). John clearly heard 

the praise of the redeemed and the angels who said, “Who will not fear thy name, O Lord, and glorify you? 

For only thou art holy” (Rev 15:4). Instead the Roman pontiff coveted these kingdoms, and required the 

people, including princes and earthly authorities, to prostrate before him. Let us look in the following 

picture at the two abominations or idolatrous worship of the emperor and the papacy. 
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Auricular confession of sin and kneeling before a Catholic priest was one of the popes’ greatest 

blasphemies, along with boldly changing the law of God regarding the true Sabbath day, something neither 

Christ nor the Apostles did. For this reason, it was not difficult for Protestant reformers to identify the 

papacy in the prophecies of Daniel and Jesus. Only God knows the human heart and whether to grant him 

forgiveness or not (1 King 8:39). 

Many Catholics, pre-reformers and reformers concluded that the abomination spoken of by the prophet 

Daniel and projected by Jesus through the pagan Roman abomination upon old Jerusalem, had to do with 

worship or veneration to the Roman papacy. We can mention among them, John Milicz (1367), John 

Wycliffe (1379), Mattias de Janow (1388), R. Wimbledon (1388), Walter Brute (1393), John Huss (1412), 

Martin Luther (1522), Andreas Oslander (1545), Nicol’s von Amsdorf (1554), Nicolas Ridley (1554), John 

Bale (1550), John Knox (1558), and John Jewel (1562). I offer a wider documentation on this in my book 

The Apocalyptic Times of the Sanctuary. Here we will choose two statements of Luther as a sample of the 

consensus there was among protestants in this interpretation. 

 

“Truly the Pope’s Kingdom is a horrible wrath of God, an abomination of desolation which standeth in 

the Holy place, as Christ speaking directly of it saith, Whoso readeth let him understand.” Matt 24. 

“This passage in Daniel concerning the abomination applies also to us. For we also have indeed a real 

abomination of desolation sitting in a holy place, namely: in Christendom and in the consciences of men, 

where God alone should sit and reign... What is the Pope doing? He is sitting not in the natural temple or 

God’s house, but in the spiritual, in the new and living temple of which Paul says: ‘If any man destroyeth 

the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are’ (1 Cor 3,16-

17) ...” 

“Thus can be seen whether the Pope is not the greatest arch-abomination of all abominations, to whom 

Christ and Daniel refer; and the true Antichrist, of whom it is written that he sitteth in the temple of God... 

And he can in truth be called an ‘abomination of desolation’...” “Our text refers not only to the Jews but 

also to our abomination, the Pope’s kingdom.” 

 

“With flattery he will corrupt those who have violated the covenant…” (v. 32). 

 

One of the policies of the Roman papacy was to manipulate kings into extending papal power and 

influence. To do this the popes often resorted to flattery. Here we will quickly give some examples. 

As early as the beginning of the sixth Century, Catholic bishops sought to make the Frankish king Clovis 

the champion of the war against those who did not accept papal supremacy. Bishop Avitus, for example, 

wrote to Clovis in words seeking to flatter the king, appealing to his pride in solidarity with the Catholic 

Church.  

 

“From your past lineage keep only the nobility of blood; but from today you are the norm in the 

kingdom of God, and the divine right and authority of your offspring must remain in the Catholic 

faith of Clovis.” 

 

Unsurprisingly, with these and many other flatteries, Clovis founded Paris as the capital of his kingdom 

in 508, with a system of political-ecclesiastical government that was to last 1290 years until the French 

Atheist Revolution de-Christianized France. And because of their early adoption of Christianity and their 

allegiance to Roman Catholicism the popes thought of France as their first child, the first daughter. Pope 

John Paul II said in May 30, 1980, in Fiumicino: 

 

“France has been one of the great nations marked by the Christian faith since the dawn of history; 

and after the fall of the Roman Empire, it was the first nation of the West to declare itself the daughter 

of the Church, the ‘eldest daughter of the Church.’” 

 

Another example can be taken from Pope John II, who wrote to Emperor Justinian in 534, with the 
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intention of affirming the political support he had received the previous year of that emperor, in the 

following terms. 

 

“John, Bishop of the City of Rome, to his most Illustrious and Merciful Son Justinian. Among 

the conspicuous reasons for praising your wisdom and gentleness, Most Christian of Emperors, and 

one which radiates light as a star, is the fact that… you have preserved reverence for the See of Rome, 

and have subjected all things to its authority, and have given it unity”. 

 

Justinian’s edict, as we have already seen, by which he recognized the pope’s ecclesiastical authority as 

supreme in the empire, was issued in 533. But this edict was implemented militarily in 538 with the 

expulsion of the Ostrogoths who were ruling the city of Rome after the fall of the emperors, and who were 

not allies of the pope. 

Another notable example of flattery to rulers by the popes is seen in Pope Stephen’s request to Pepin 

the Short. The pope by then was having troubles with the Lombards, and he asked the Frankish prince to 

defend him. Since Pepin the Short was not heir to the throne, the pope guaranteed him victory, and gave 

him his papal authorization to start a new Frank dynasty. How did he do it? He gave Pepin a gold-bound 

document purportedly written by the apostle Peter himself in heaven, but which had miraculously reached 

the pontiff’s hands. In this document St. Peter makes the request for protection, also promising him eternal 

life and offering him great properties in heaven if he obeyed the requests of the pontiff, Peter and the Mother 

of God. And in response, Pepin the Short granted the pope the Papal States that had been in dispute with 

the Lombards. 

It is striking that in this supposed letter of Peter, the pope declared himself Vicarivs Filii Dei (“Vicar of 

the Son of God”), whose letters transposed to Roman numerals totals 666. This title was to be used many 

times in the future in other historical hoaxes such as the false Donation of Constantine which is believed to 

have been fabricated at that time. The Donation of Constantine was embodied in the very constitution of 

the Roman Catholic Church in 1586, known as Corpus Iuris Canonici (Collection of Canon Law). The 

1917 Codex Iuris Canonici removed Constantine’s false donation containing that title. But several popes 

in the 20th Century, such as John XXIII, Paul VI, John Paul II, and Benedict XVI, attributed that title to 

themselves, sometimes paraphrasing it. [For an extensive documentation, see E. de Kock, The Truth About 

666 and the Story of the Great Apostasy (2011). 

 

The great Medieval tribulation 

 

“But the people who know their God will firmly resist him… Those who are wise (Heb. sakal) will 

instruct many, though for a time they will fall by the sword or be burned or captured or plundered (vv. 

32-33). “Some of the wise will stumble” (v. 35). 

 

Recall that we are still within the period preceding the time of the end, which begins to be described in 

v. 40. In chapter 12 we again see the use of the term sakal that the angel brings up to focus Daniel’s sights 

on that medieval time that was to be followed by the time of the end. “The wise men (sakal) shall 

understand” (Dan 12:10; see v. 3). The great tribulation described in Dan 11:32-33, in the other prophecies 

of Daniel and the Revelation of John, lasts many days/years (Rev 6:9-10; 7:14), specifically 1260 days/years 

(Dan 7:25; 12:6-9; Rev11:2-3; 12:6,14; 13:5), and 1290 days/years (Dan 12:11), as we have already seen. 

Let’s take a closer look at this connection. John portrays on the fifth seal (not on the first or in the sixth 

or seventh seals, but the Middle Ages) the characteristics of that time. “I saw under the altar the souls of 

those who had been killed by the Word of God and by their testimony” (Rev 6:9). This is a reference to the 

terrible persecutions by the papal courts of the Inquisition to eliminate what they considered heresy. 

Millions were tortured, beheaded and burned alive because of the Word of God. The crusades of 

extermination that the popes called to take down the Waldenses and the Albigenses, and then the wars they 

incited to crush the Protestants in the following centuries, account for the cruel character of this spurious 

northern king. 
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If God exists and is the one who inspired the Bible, He could not leave His people bewildered by what 

was happening, completely ignoring the facts. That disclosure is especially given in the book of Revelation. 

Thanks to so many biblical revelations of this coming medieval cruelty, those who passed through it 

understood the prophetic age in which they were living. They knew that if they did not deny the Lord who 

gave His life for them, they would have a great reward in the end. 

The Waldenses were able to survive in the solitude of the Piedmont mountains near the border between 

France and Italy. They struggled to spread the Bible when the popes either forbade it or had it hidden away 

in convents in a foreign language. The Albigenses suffered the most horrendous persecution, with massive 

arrays of stakes on which their leaders and followers were burned alive. Those times ignited the largest 

mass burnings of the Middle Ages. The popes and emperors and kings of Europe formed what they called 

the Holy Roman Empire because they were committed to sustaining the Roman Catholic Church. They 

acted in cooperation to prevent freedom of conscience and religion. This also affected Jews and Muslims. 

Inquisitors tortured people and sent them to the stake, slandering them and misrepresenting their beliefs. 

Among them were several future popes; Pope Paul IV in 1555, Pope Pius V in 1566 (who was later beatified 

and canonized by Pope Clement VII on May 22, 1712), and Alexander VII in 1655. Why were so many 

people tortured and burned? Because they rejected veneration of the pope, the Virgin Mary, and the Mass, 

and put the Bible before the discordant agreements of their edicts and councils. 

E. G. White expressed in a short phrase that horrible epoch: “The mangled forms of millions of martyrs 

cried to God for vengeance upon that apostate power” (GC 60). The pagan belief in eternal torments that 

was invented at the beginning of the Middle Ages led to the papal executioners believing that if God was 

to be punishing the wicked eternally in hell, why could they not then begin to apply such torments to those 

who did not recognize papal authority and their pagan dogmas? 

 

“When they fall, they will receive a little help, and many who are not sincere will join them” (Dan 

11:34). 

 

In the case of the Albigenses, the princes of the region defended them for several years in Southern 

France. But their efforts were insufficient in the face of the crusades of tens of thousands coming from the 

north in response to the popes’ calls to cleanse the region from what he called “heretics.” In the 16th Century 

the League of Torgau was formed which was not organized as a military power, but sought to defend the 

Lutherans after they were condemned at the Diet of Worms. Few princes dared to face papal threats. 

The Schmalkaldic League was organized as a Protestant army in 1531 that lasted until 1546. Its purpose 

was to defend themselves from the Holy Roman Empire commanded by the Pope and Emperor Charles V. 

They were eventually defeated, but other Lutheran princes continued to defend the Protestant faith until the 

Peace of Ausburg in 1555. The Protestant Union was also formed in which the Huguenots defended 

themselves from the Catholic League that sought to exterminate them. There was even the Heilbronn 

League from 1633 to 1648, when the 30-year war ended in the Peace of Westphalia and the Peace of the 

Pyrenees. And an unexpected help was the Turkish invasion that was advancing towards Europe and forcing 

the pope and emperor to unite with the Protestants to face a common enemy. Religious controversies were 

temporarily put aside until they escaped the Muslim threat. E. G. White wrote: 

 

“Again and again the immediate destruction of all who dared to oppose themselves to Rome 

appeared inevitable; but at the critical moment the armies of the Turk appeared on the eastern frontier, 

or the king of France, or even the pope himself, jealous of the increasing greatness of the emperor, 

made war upon him; and thus, amid the strife and tumult of nations, the Reformation had been left 

to strengthen and extend” (GC 197). 

 

Another help the Protestants received had to do with the discovery of the American continent. But they 

could not escape in mass to the new continent. Compared to the population, few were able to escape 

European religious persecutions. As the centuries went by, thousands would reach a land of freedom, 

thanking God for it. That help from a new land was also foretold in the book of Revelation. John wrote, 
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“the earth helped the woman by opening its mouth and swallowing the river that the dragon had spewed 

out of his mouth” (Rev 12:16). 

The harlot and persecuting church that carried out these dreadful crimes is described by the apostle 

himself in Rev 17:6: “I saw the woman drunk with the blood of the saints and the martyrs of Jesus.” 

 

Purification by fire 

 

“Some of the wise will stumble, so that they may be refined, purified and made white until the time of 

the end, for it will still come at the appointed time” (v. 35). 

 

We are still in medieval times, preceding the “time of the end” which begins in v. 40. This shows us 

again that the same mention of those who are “refined, purified, and made white” in Dan 12:10 refers not 

primarily to something that was to happen after 1260 (Dan 7:25) and 1290 days/years (Dan 12:11), but 

during that long period of time. Dan 11:35 is very clear in saying that there will be an “appointed time” 

after which the aforementioned time of persecution that blackened the Middle Ages would cease. And 

Christ referred to this medieval period which precedes the signs of the end as “the great tribulation” (Matt 

24:29; see Rev 6:9-17). 

The refinement and purification referred to are carried out by the affliction of persecution. Just as gold 

is passed through fire to burn away slag, so too those who are tested by the Lord in his faithfulness end up 

bringing to light before the world the pure gold of his faith. Solomon said of this work the Lord does in 

those who allow them to pass through fire: “The crucible is for silver and the furnace for gold, but the 

Eternal tests the hearts” (Prov 17:3). 

The prophet Zechariah also refers to this divine work that tempers character through suffering. The Lord 

says, “This third I will put into the fire; I will refine them like silver and test them like gold. They will call 

on my name and I will answer them; I will say, ‘They are my people,’ and they will say, ‘The Eternal is our 

God’” (Zac 13:9). And through Malachi He says, “He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will 

purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the Eternal will have men who will bring 

offerings in righteousness” (Mal 3:3). 

The Apostle Paul said that “the Lord disciplines the one He loves, and He chastens everyone He accepts 

as His son” (Heb 12:6). And the Lord Himself says in the book of Revelation, “Those whom I love I rebuke 

and discipline. So be earnest and repent” (Rev 3:19). The Apostle James also recognizes that “blessed is 

the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive the crown of life 

that the Lord has promised to those who love him” (Jas 1:12). To all of them the Lord promises: “They will 

walk with me in white garments, for they are worthy. The victor shall be clothed in white garments, and I 

will not erase his name from the Book of Life, and I will recognize his name before my Father and before 

his angels” (Rev 3:4-5). And in fulfillment of this promise, he showed John “the great multitude” of those 

who went through “the great tribulation,” “dressed in white clothes” before the throne of God (Rev 7:14). 

No complaint is heard from them, but praise and gratitude, for they know that the cost is small for the 

precious gift of eternal life. 

We have already mentioned the terrible massacres of the 12th and 13th Centuries on the Albigenses, 

which had spread throughout Europe, and whose number is estimated at one or two million followers. They 

were completely annihilated with a fury never seen before by the papal hordes. In analyzing the only 

document that survived the flames of the Inquisition, we were impressed by the tremendous number of texts 

they collected in the last chapter of the book, on how to deal with persecution and death. They had to endure 

the fury of the antichrist who was to come from the Roman Empire, and would “war against” them until 

they overcame them (Dan 7:21), something that John repeats in the book of Revelation (13:7). 

Among these persecutions we cannot ignore the terrible massacre of St. Bartholomew which began on  

August 24, 1572, and which ended with the deaths of some 70,000 Protestant Huguenots in France, much 

to the joy of the pope who rang the bells and minted a coin to remember that horrendous event. But the 

sadness that overwhelmed the heavens for such massacres will turn into joy when the day of the final reward 

comes. John was shown “the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and 
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because of the Word of God…,” who again “came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years” (Rev 

20:4), and “forever and ever” (Rev 22:5). 

 

Papal self-aggrandizement over God 

 

“The king [of the North: the pope] will do as he pleases. He will exalt and magnify himself above every 

god and will say unbelievable things upon [Heb. ‘al] the God of gods. He will be successful until the time 

of wrath is completed, for what has been determined must take place” (v. 36). 

 

Daniel describes here the arrogance that would lead the papacy to exalt itself above God. The parallel 

texts of the other visions of Daniel and John in the book of Revelation are expressed in an equivalent way:  

 

“This horn had eyes like the eyes of a human being and a mouth that spoke boastfully.” “I 

continued to watch because of the boastful (blasphemy) words the horn was speaking” (Dan 7:8,11; 

Rev 13:5-7). “It had eyes and a mouth that spoke boastfully. As I watched, this horn was waging war 

against the holy people and defeating them” (Dan 7:20-21). “He will speak against the Most High 

and oppress his holy people and try to change the set times and the laws. The holy people will be 

delivered into his hands for a time, times and half a time” (Dan 7:25). 

  

The Apostle Paul also referred to this antichrist who would impose himself in the midst of the Christian 

church after the pagan emperors fell, warning that “he sets himself up in God’s temple” (2 Thess 2:4-7). 

Daniel employs still additional equivalent expressions. “He will speak astounding things [Heb pele’] over 

(‘al) the God of gods” (Dan 11:36). 

The use of the Hebrew term pele’, is another proof that the explanatory part of all Daniel’s visions in 

Dan 12 precedes the “time of the end.” Indeed, in the preceding vision of chapter 8, Daniel says that “when 

rebels have become completely wicked, a “haughty” or “straight-face” or “fierce-looking” or “insolent 

king”, a master of intrigue, will arise. His power will be great, but it will not be his own. He will cause 

terrible destruction and succeed in whatever he does. He will destroy the mighty men along with the holy 

people” (Dan 8:25-26). “Until when will these astonishing things (pele’) be fulfilled?" (Dan 12:6). Until 

1260 and 1290 days/years of medieval oppression will be completed (Dan 7:25; 12:7,11). 

Pope Innocent III in the 13th Century brought the papacy to the zenith of medieval power. That is why 

he had no scruples in exterminating the Albigenses, as we can see what he wrote to the king of France. 

 

“Rome does not tremble before heresy. On the contrary, he considers it a good policy to proclaim 

and exaggerate his virulence and organize under the sign of the cross, a war of conquest that will 

confirm in the south of Gaul, neighboring Spain and Italy, the power of the pope... This must be a 

good opportunity for the Church, true heir to the Roman administration, to confirm its importance in 

the lives of peoples and societies...” (E. Fornairon, Le Mystere Cathare, 1964). 

 

The arrogant, insolent, blasphemous words that the Roman antichrist would utter were fulfilled and are 

still fulfilled today in their acquittal of the sins that people confess to them on their knees in the confessional. 

Solomon implied that the only one who can forgive sins is God, when he said in his opening prayer of the 

temple of Jerusalem, “Forgive and work ... for only you know the hearts of all men” (1 King 8:38-39). The 

Pharisees knew well that the pretense of forgiving sins was a blasphemy, because only God can forgive 

them. Only God and His Son can forgive the sins committed against the Deity (Mark 2:7). 

But the greatest blasphemy of the Roman papacy was seen when he sought to change the law of God. 

Daniel had warned that he would “try to change the set times and the law” (Dan 7:25). The only time factor 

we find in the ten commandments has to do with the day of worship, the seventh day Sabbath (Exod 20:8-

11). And the Roman papacy moved that day of rest to the first day of the week, on Sunday, passing over 

God Himself who wrote the law. 
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For reformers like Wycliffe in the 14th Century, the pope’s greatest blasphemy was the Mass. Because 

in the rite practiced by the Roman Catholic priest every Sunday, the bread is intended to be transformed 

into the real body of Christ, and the wine into his blood. It is as if they intended to create the Creator.  

 

Celibacy and blasphemous daring. 

 

“He will show no regard for the gods of his ancestors or for the desire of women, nor will he regard 

any god, but will exalt himself above them all” (v. 37). 

 

History clearly proves that the king of the north (the papacy) had no fear of God in promoting the 

crusades, torture and extermination of heretics for most of the second Christian millennium. His religious 

intolerance against those who did not accept papal authority in matters of faith and conscience also spread 

against pagans, Muslims and Jews. Nor would he have respect for women, whom he regarded as a symbol 

of corruption, and thus practiced compulsory celibacy for the clergy. In this way homosexualism increased 

in convents to degrees never suspected before, but which have now come to light, and continue to be 

revealed. 

What did the Word of God say about celibacy? No doubt the Apostle Paul read Dan 11:37 when he 

announced it in his letter to Timothy. Speaking of future apostasy Paul warned that they would forbid 

getting married (1 Tim 4:3). And that was fulfilled in history especially at the beginning of the second 

Christian millennium, when the papacy forced the priests who until then were married, to separate from 

their women. They did not take into account at all the counsel of the Apostle who said that “it is better to 

marry than to burn with passion” (1 Cor 7:9). Nor the great truth that healthy marriage is honorable, not a 

perversion (Heb 13:4). 

 

“Instead of them, he will honor a god of fortresses [where the people take refuge in its idolatry]; a god 

unknown to his ancestors he will honor with gold and silver, with precious stones and costly gifts. He 

will act against the mightiest fortresses with the help of a foreign god…” (vv. 38-39) 

 

This description brings us back to v. 31, where Daniel says that the antichrist (king of the north) will 

"act against the mightiest fortresses,” the place where the people met with their God in the earthly temple. 

We have already seen that in its projection to the heavenly temple in the new dispensation, the courtyard of 

that temple is on earth where the faithful remnant of God’s people gathers (Rev 11:2). Now let us look at 

some additional passages confirming this truth. 

God says in Isa 27:5: no one can force “my fortress” or “my protection,” and exhorts everyone to “make 

peace with me.” In Isa 25:4 God is “a fortress for the helpless and needy.” In Nahum 1:7 we are told that 

“the Eternal is good, a fortress in times of trouble.” In Neh 8:10, “the Eternal is my fortress.” And in Jer 

16:19: “O Lord, my strength and my fortress, my refuge in time of distress” 

But now, in v. 38, we are told that the king of the north will “honor instead the god of fortresses” (v. 

38), who he describes as a “foreign god” or imposter (v. 39). We see something like this in v. 19, when he 

states that the king of the north, imperial Rome, also has his fortresses. 

The papacy would be honored “with gold and silver, precious stones, and things of great value.” This is 

a depiction of the idolatrous cult of the emperor which the Roman Catholic Church inherited from Pagan 

Imperial Rome. The book of Revelation gives more details: “the dragon gave the beast his power and his 

throne and great authority… People worshiped the dragon because he had given authority to the beast, and 

they also worshiped the beast” (Rev 13:2-4). 

The papal triple crown has also been interpreted as exalting the pope over God in its triple dimension: 

king of heaven, king of the earth and king of the underground worlds. We can add to this the idolatrous 

worship of so many virgins and saints before whom believers prostrate to ask them for favors as if they 

were gods. Everywhere you can see in Catholic and Orthodox countries small shrines on the sides of the 

route, with saints and virgins filled up with flowers and offerings. Does the Catholic Church care about the 

second commandment that forbids the veneration of images? Not at all. 
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The New Roman Cathecism edited by request of pope John Paul II, begins acknowledging that the 2nd 

Commandment forbids to worship images and its requirement is universal and for all times, and concludes 

that “the Ecumenical Council [of Nice, in the year 787], justified worship of sacred images” (point 2131). 

Again we see that for the Catholic Church there are no problems in overstepping God, as we saw in relation 

to the fourth commandment about the true Sabbath day that was changed by them from Saturday to Sunday. 

To this day people continue to seek refuge in false sanctuaries. In the 5th Century Augustine of Hippo 

wrote something that a Catholic historian named Will Duran confirmed in his book The History of Faith, 

about that period of paganization of Christianity in the 4th and 5th Centuries. 
 

“Let us not treat the saints as gods;  we do not wish to imitate those pagans who adore the 

dead. Let us not build them temples, nor raise altars to them;  but with their relics let us 

raise an altar to the one god” (Augustine of Hippo). “An intimate and trustful worship of 

saints replaced the cult of the pagan gods… Pagan altars were rededicated to Christian 

heroes…, and the harsh slaughter of a living victim was sublimated in the spiritual sacrifice 

of the Mass” (W. Duran, The History of Faith, 75). 
 

They did not even strive at this time of religious hybridization to change the statues of pagan gods. They 

simply changed their name by deifying those they considered saints of the church. The statue of god Jupiter 

was renamed St. Peter. And although it was made of metal, a millennium and a half of devoted pilgrims 

literally kissed the toes off that statue. The statue of the goddess Iris with her son Osiris, went on to become 

the statue of Mary with her son Jesus. 

It is the devil himself who responds when the dead, called saints by the Catholic Church, are consulted. 

That is why the Lord warned through Moses: “Let no one be found among you… who inquires of the 

dead…, for whoever does these things is an abomination to the Eternal. And because of these abominations 

the Eternal your God is driving them out before you” (Deut 18:11). Let us never forget that “there is but 

one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim 2:5). 

 

Land distribution 

 

“He will greatly honor those who acknowledge him, making them rulers over many and distributing 

the land for a price” (v. 39). 

 

Emperors and kings were usually crowned by popes, in an impressive ceremony of mutual praise. When 

God granted the land of Palestine to His people Israel, He divided the lands by their tribes. Now, in the 

middle of the Middle Ages, the popes became dispensers of goods and lands as if they were in God’s place. 

And all within a framework of trading reciprocal wills and honors. They also did not take into account the 

warnings of Jesus, the Son of God, who said to the Jewish leaders of His days, “I do not receive glory from 

men,” but “you accept glory from one another, yet do not seek the glory that comes from the only God” 

(John 5:41,44). Their problem was that “they loved the glory that comes from man more than the glory that 

comes from God” (John 12:43). 

What a contrast the popes showed with the Apostle Paul, who wrote to the Thessalonians: “You know 

we never used flattery, nor did we put on a mask to cover up greed—God is our witness. Nor did we seek 

glory from people, whether from you or from others” (1 Thess 2:5-6). When Pope Innocent III called the 

Crusades in the 13th Century to exterminate the Albigenses, he granted their lands to the French Crusaders. 

Southern France did not then belong to the king of France. That land was disputed by the people of Aragon 

and England. But after the crusades, by concession of the pope, those lands belonged to the kingdom of 

France. Thus was fulfilled the prophecy that he would fill with honors those who recognized him as supreme 

in matters of faith, and divided the land for the price of fighting against the Albigenses. 

When the American continent was later discovered, the Spanish monarchy considered that this new 

continent belonged to it. And because that kingdom was Catholic, the pope agreed as it gave him supremacy 

on that continent, too. But English, Dutch and Portuguese pirates appeared. This led to a confrontation of 
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the crowns of Spain and Portugal, which Pope Alexander VI settled with the Intercaetera Bull in May 4, 

1493. You can see how the pope divided the lands in the following map. 

 

 
 

Let us agree that papal politics has always been to make covenants of mutual convenience with the 

different kingdoms of the world to this day. Even two Catholic countries such as Argentina and Chile turned 

to Pope John Paul II to settle their litigation over three islands in the southern hemisphere, which the pope 

granted to Chile. But the day was to come when the long story of hit-and-run and papal abuse was going to 

receive a fatal blow. His policies of dominance over nations and kingdoms was to come to an end with the 

French Revolution, which after so many clerical abuses and for so many centuries, became atheistic. It is 

from then on that “the time of the end” begins, something that we will see from v. 40 until the end of the 

chapter. 

 

5. The secular onslaught to the religious world in “the time of the end” (Dan 11:40-45) 

 

Daniel had warned that the bloodthirsty persecution of the Roman antichrist was to last 1290/1260 days-

years (Dan 7:25; 12:7-11). That period culminated in the year 1798 as we have already seen, a date that 

began “at the time of the end.” Who or what power or kingdom was to give the coup de grace to the political 

authority of the Roman papacy at that time, and end its cruel despotism? Dan 11 and Rev 11 anticipate that 

important event. But before identifying the contenders who would be permanently antagonistic at the time 

of the end, it is appropriate to touch on the hermeneutic principles that come into play in that final era. 

In the New Testament, ethnic and geographical fulfillment of the divine promises given in the Old 

Testament take on a more typological or symbolic than geographical dimension. The “Israel of God,” for 

example, is the new Israel formed by Christ, his church (Gal 6:15-16). But at the end of the world, that 

Israel is depicted by the 144,000 that John saw, the last remnant of that spiritual Israel to be sealed, who 

would be present at the coming of the Son of God (Rev 6:17; 7:4-8). 

Let us look in the following graphic, the actors that would occupy the world stage for the “time of the 

end,” according to Daniel 11:40-12:1 and Revelation 11 through 18. That scenario has been going on for 

200 years now. 
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Powers in conflict in the time of the end 

King of the North King of the South Glorious Mount Edom-Moab-Ammon King of the East (North) 

Babylon1 Egypt2 Israel 
Kingdoms related 

to Israel 
Medo-Persia3 

Papacy and union 

of religions4 
Secularism5 144,0006 

Churches which will 
unite with the 144,000 

Michael-Christ:7 2nd Coming 

 

At the time of Daniel, the northern kingdom was Babylon, and the southern kingdom was Egypt. The 

king of the east who freed the captive Jews in Babylon was the Persian king Cyrus. The war between ancient 

Babylon and Egypt (won by the king of the north) Daniel projects forward symbolically to the time of the 

end. This is corroborated by the revelation that Christ Himself gave John through His angel in relation to 

the time of the end, that is, around the year 1798. Therefore, we must take into account this orientation of 

the book of Revelation if we are not to fall into bankruptcy on Daniel’s interpretation of 11:40-45. What’s 

more, if we reject this orientation of the book of Revelation, we will be rejecting Christ Himself who 

revealed to John the final crisis with these three symbolic kingdoms. 

Let us see more carefully the description of Daniel for “the time of the end.” 

 

“At the time of the end the king of the South will engage [gore] him [the king of the North] in battle, 

and the king of the North will storm out against him with chariots and cavalry and a great fleet of ships. 

He will invade many countries and sweep through them like a flood” (v. 40). 

 

In the ancient war between the king of the north (Babylon) and the king of the south (Egypt), the winner 

was the king of Babylon (Jer 46:2,6,10,20). This struggle is represented by Daniel with the Hebrew verb 

nagah, “to gore,” which was used in the Old Testament to describe two animals that gore each other (Deut 

33:17; 1 King 22:11; Eze 34:21). We go to the book of Revelation and see that there is a symbolic Babylon 

representing apostate Christian Rome (Rev 17), and also a symbolic Egypt representing secular or atheist 

governments. 

 

“When they [the two witnesses (the Bible), at the conclusion of the 1260 days/years], have 

finished their testimony, the beast that comes up from the Abyss will attack them, and overpower 

and kill them. Their bodies will lie in the public square of the great city—which is figuratively called 

Sodom and Egypt—where also their Lord was crucified” (Rev 11:7-8). 

 

Notice that for 1,260 days/years the two witnesses, the Old and New Testaments, prophesy dressed in 

mourning or affliction. But at the end of that period they receive an attack that destroys them. The new 

power that was to be lifted was to seek to destroy every religious manifestation, without discriminating 

between the Bible and the tradition that had been elevated to supplant the Word of God. That’s what 

happened with the French Revolution. Let us read E. G. White’s interpretation of Egypt, the king of the 

south: 

 

“Of all nations presented in Bible history, Egypt most boldly denied the existence of the living 

God and resisted His commands. No monarch ever ventured upon more open and highhanded 

rebellion against the authority of Heaven than did the king of Egypt. When the message was brought 

 
1 Jer 46:2,6,10. 
2 Jer 46:2,20. 
3 Jer 41:2; 45:1; 50:41-42;  
4 Rev 17:1-6; 18. 
5 Rev 11:7-8; see Exod 5:2; Eze 29:9. 
6 Rev 7:5-8; 14:1. 
7 Dan 12:1; Rev 16:12; 19:11-21. 
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him by Moses, in the name of the Lord, Pharaoh proudly answered: ‘Who is Jehovah, that I should 

hearken unto His voice to let Israel go? I know not Jehovah, and moreover I will not let Israel go’ 

(Exod 5:2). 

“This is atheism, and the nation represented by Egypt would give voice to a similar denial of the 

claims of the living God and would manifest a like spirit of unbelief and defiance. ‘The great city’ is 

also compared, ‘spiritually,’ to Sodom. The corruption of Sodom in breaking the law of God was 

especially manifested in licentiousness. And this sin was also to be a pre-eminent characteristic of 

the nation that should fulfill the specifications of this scripture” (GC 269).   

 

The war that atheist governments have waged on the Bible is unprecedented. They burned Bibles not 

only in France along with other religious books, but their publication and distribution were banned for many 

decades in the Soviet Union, China and other communist countries that considered religion to be the opium 

of the people,. Religion was stiffled, and those who wanted to remain faithful to God had to pay the 

consequences by going to concentration camps in Siberia, and suffering all kinds of deprivation. 

 

“One of the heads of the beast seemed to have had a fatal wound, but the fatal wound had been 

healed. The whole world was filled with wonder and followed the beast” (Rev 13:3). 

 

Justinian’s imperial decree that elevated the papacy as head of all churches came in 533, but the military 

execution that made that edict effective was consummated in 538. Similarly the French National Assembly 

dechristianized France and decreed atheism in 1793. They deified a woman as a symbol of reason and 

freedom. But the military execution of that decision was consummated when General Berthier of 

Napoleon’s army invaded Italy and took Pope Pius the Sixth prisoner, who died about a year later in exile. 

Justinian’s decree was intended to establish “the authority” of the Roman pontificate over the entire empire. 

General Berthier’s decree in 1798 abolished the political papacy’s “authority.” This term, “authority,” is 

the term employed in the book of Revelation. 

 

“The dragon [the devil through the Eastern Roman Empire], gave the beast his power and his 

throne and great authority.” “The beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, 

and it was allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months” (Rev 13:2,5). 

“Any other temporary authority that averts from the pope's former government is suppressed and 

will no longer exercise any function” (General Berthier, in R. Duppa, A Brief Account of the 

Subversion of the Papal Government, 1798 (London, 1799), 53. 

 

During the rest of the 19th Century, the authority of the popes was gone. Klemens Metternich, the 

chancellor of the Austrian empire who supported pope Pius IX understood it well. 
 

“The world rises up against the very idea of such a government [as exercised by the pope in the 

Pontifical States: theocratic]. The Catholic world is based on the principle of authority, while the 

world does not want such an authority… The world wants civil equality and authority based on the 

will of the people” (David I. Kertzer, The Pope who would be King. The exile of Pius IX and the 

Emergence of Modern Europe [2018], 34). 

 

Pope Pius IX’s  “fourth secretary of state in less than two years” resigned because he didn’t want to be 

part of “the dismantling of church authority in Rome” (ibid 64). In 1848, shortly before Pius IX escaped 

from Rome, the French ambassador expressed it: “Today…, the pope’s ‘authority is absolutely gone, it no 

longer exists other than in name’” (ibid 109). Carlo Armellini, in his opening address to the Assembly 

which was formed in Rome after the escape of the pope, said this: “You sit here, o Citizens, amidst the 

ruins of two great eras. On one side lie the ruins of Italy of the Caesars, on the other the ruins of Italy of the 

Popes. It is your task to construct a building that can rise from that ruble” (ibid 153). 
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Pope Benedict XVI, while still a cardinal, considered that “from a Catholic perspective, Christianity was 

locked into a ghetto” (Zenit, February 4, 2004). Secular powers prevailed over Catholic absolutist 

pretensions, and the church’s role was held to spiritual witness without being backed by the civilian material 

sword. Separation of church and state became one of the rights of man who eliminates privileges of religion, 

race or belief. 

It is also striking that the tribe most faithful to the papacy throughout the Middle Ages, since 508 when 

Clovis adopted Paris as its capital, was the one that gave the papacy the deadly blow. The papacy was 

repeatedly humiliated by Napoleon, who took not only Pius VI as prisoner, but also Pius VII and Pius VIII. 

Pius IX escaped on November 16, 1849, dressed in the cassock of a common priest and a pair of large 

glasses, when they ransacked his Quirinal summer palace in Rome. He went into exile in Naples for more 

than a year. 

The control of education was taken away from the Catholics in Belgium. All the religious orders were 

also banished from Switzerland. The State took possession of the schools in Catholic Austria, and 

secularized marriage. Even in Italy, the papal patrimony was confiscated, and the pope lost his dominion 

on Rome. The Jesuits were banished and the religious orders were forbidden to teach. About one thousand 

priests were imprisoned or expelled from Germany, 

Catholic processions were banned in Italy at the end of the 19th Century. Priests who opposed the new 

legislation, who also had to do military service, were fined, imprisoned and banished. The holy days were 

annulled. The French government banned religious orders in 1901, and closed 13,904 Catholic schools. 

Pius IX was saved from one last post-mortem insult when an anti-clerical mob tried to throw his coffin into 

the river. Swiss soldiers rescued it just in time. 

 

Secular liberation worldwide 

 

The secular French Revolution was not limited to France. It had to spread over the whole world, as 

Daniel sees a vision of two powers goring each other. But as long as those two powers continued in check, 

we would have the freedom that we have enjoyed for almost two centuries. This is represented in the vision 

John saw during the sixth seal, in which four angels held the winds of human passions so that they would 

not destroy the world until the sealing work during the time of the end was completed (Rev 7:1-3). 

Unlike the trumpets of war that came from outside (barbaric and Muslim peoples respectively: Rev 8 

and 9), and kept the political authority of the papacy in check; the fatal wound that was to receive the 

political-religious authority of the papacy at the beginning of “the time of the end” would come from within, 

from one of the domains of the Holy Roman Empire. And this is what was revealed to both Daniel and 

John. Again, we have to consider both prophecies together because in the Revelation we find the 

interpretation that Jesus Himself gives John. In both testimonies we see that at the end of the 1260 

days/years, a beast coming from the an unprecedented abyss appears, which ravages the religious world. 

When? In the “time of the end.” 

Secular liberation also affected other pagan religions in the world, even Muslim religions. Let us see 

how the Spirit of Prophecy anticipated all this. 

 

“At the same time anarchy is seeking to sweep away all law, not only divine, but human. The 

centralizing of wealth and power; the vast combinations for the enriching of the few at the expense 

of the many; the combinations of the poorer classes for the defense of their interests and claims; the 

spirit of unrest, of riot and bloodshed; the world-wide dissemination of the same teachings that led 

to the French Revolution—all are tending to involve the whole world in a struggle similar to that 

which convulsed France” (Ed 228).   

 

In the final part of Dan 11:40, the king of the North (Babylon), invades the secular powers like a flood. 

In this way also is portrayed the invasion of the kingdom of Assyria into the kingdom of Israel. The prophet 

Isaiah wrote: “the Lord will surely bring against them the mighty floodwaters of the Euphrates, the king of 

Assyria and all his pomp. It will overflow its channels and overrun its banks. It will pour into Judah, swirling 
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and sweeping over it, reaching up to the neck; its spreading streams will cover your entire land” (Isa 8:7-

8). 

 

Apostasy and conversion 

 

“He will also invade the Beautiful Land [Heb. hassebi]. Many countries will fall, but Edom, Moab 

and the leaders of Ammon will be delivered from his hand” (v. 41). 

 

The “beautiful land” is a reference to the land of Israel. “Thy beauty [hassebi], O Israel,” said the prophet 

(2 Sam 1:19). The same is seen in Dan 8:9 and 11:16 and 45. As we move on to the new dispensation, using 

the hermeneutic rule of revelation, we need to see in this passage a reference to God’s Israel, more definitely 

to the last remnant. Thus, it will be seen that when the papacy achieves universal recognition through a 

decree imposing its mark of authority, it will also penetrate in the midst of the remnant, causing many to 

stutter in their faith, and fall. In other words, “many”—not all—from among God’s people will apostatize 

in the final crisis, and end up succumbing to the power of Babylon. 

 

“As the storm approaches, a large class who have professed faith in the third angel’s message, 

but have not been sanctified through obedience to the truth, abandon their position and join the ranks 

of the opposition. By uniting with the world and partaking of its spirit, they have come to view 

matters in nearly the same light; and when the test is brought, they are prepared to choose the easy, 

popular side. Men of talent and pleasing address, who once rejoiced in the truth, employ their powers 

to deceive and mislead souls. They become the most bitter enemies of their former brethren. When 

Sabbathkeepers are brought before the courts to answer for their faith, these apostates are the most 

efficient agents of Satan to misrepresent and accuse them, and by false reports and insinuations to 

stir up the rulers against them” (GC 608). 

 

It is striking that Edom, Moab and the most select of Ammon’s sons will be able to evade the clutches 

of Babylon. Other prophets such as Jeremiah, who lived like Daniel at the time when ancient Babylon 

invaded Palestine, also announced the restoration not only of the people of God, but also of Edom, Moab, 

and Ammon. Through the prophet Jeremiah, God promised: 

 

“This is what the Eternal says: ‘As for all my wicked neighbors who seize the inheritance I gave 

my people Israel, I will uproot them from their lands and I will uproot the people of Judah from 

among them. But after I uproot them, I will again have compassion and will bring each of them back 

to their own inheritance and their own country” (Jer 12:14-15). “Yet I will restore the fortunes of 

Moab in days to come," declares the Eternal” (Jer 48:47). “Yet afterward I will restore the 

Ammonites from captivity,” declares the Eternal” (Jer 49:6,39). 

 

These three peoples—Edom, Moab, and Ammon—were relatives and neighbors of the Israelites. Edom 

was Jacob’s brother. Moab and Ammon were the sons of Lot, Abraham’s nephew, who in turn was the 

father of all Israelites. In reference to the final crisis of the world, it is not difficult to see that these tribes 

represent some churches or religious groups that accept the Bible as the only norm of faith and conduct as 

does the last remnant. Although they were at the same time hostile to God’s true people, after seeing the 

fulfillment of biblical prophecies and final events, they will join the last remnant and be safe on the Lord’s 

great day. There are several statements of E. G. White in this regard, which we find in the book Last Day 

Events, 154-5. 

 

“Some had been shaken out and left by the way. The careless and indifferent, who did not join 

with those who prized victory and salvation enough to perseveringly plead and agonize for it, did not 

obtain it, and they were left behind in darkness, and their places were immediately filled by others 

taking hold of the truth and coming into the ranks” (EW 271 [1858]; LDE 182).   
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“The broken ranks will be filled up by those represented by Christ as coming in at the eleventh 

hour. There are many with whom the Spirit of God is striving. The time of God’s destructive 

judgments is the time of mercy for those who [now] have no opportunity to learn what is truth. 

Tenderly will the Lord look upon them. His heart of mercy is touched, His hand is still stretched out 

to save, while the door is closed to those who would not enter. Large numbers will be admitted who 

in these last days hear the truth for the first time” (Letter 103, 1903; LDE 182).   

“Standard after standard was left to trail in the dust as company after company from the Lord's 

army joined the foe and tribe after tribe from the ranks of the enemy united with the commandment-

keeping people of God” (8 T 41 [1904]; LDE 182).   

 

Triumph of religious powers over secular authorities 

 

“He will extend his power over many lands, and not even the land of Egypt will escape. He will gain 

control of the treasures of gold and silver and over all the riches of Egypt, and the Libyans and 

Ethiopians will also submit to him” (Dan 11:42-43). 

 

The apostate religious authorities represented by Babylon will eventually triumph in this final contest 

by getting the secular authorities to accept the imposition of a religious law honoring the papacy. That law 

that elevates him above God for pretending to change the divine law is the imposition of Sunday as the day 

of rest, because that requirement comes from Rome and replaces the Biblical seventh-day Sabbath. These 

secular authorities may not receive the mark of papal authority in their forehead (Rev 13:17), a sign that 

they actually believe what the papacy tells them to believe. But they will then receive it in their hand because 

they are nevertheless willing to do what the papacy tells them to do. 

The fact that the king of the north (Babylon) ends up seizing the treasures of the southern king (Egypt), 

seems to indicate that the papacy will acquire supremacy over secularism with the political resources and 

methods that so successfully permitted atheist communism to dominate the masses. It would have to do 

with a kind of symbiosis where religious power will prevail over secular power, dominating the population 

with the same methods of civil control. This will cause the loss of many freedoms such as trade and 

transport, as they become contingent on religious power like they were in the Middle Ages. The book of 

Revelation states that they will not permit to buy or sell, a boycott destined to impose their will upon the 

population (Rev 13:16-17). 

Libya and Ethiopia here seem to represent different countries where atheist communism prevailed. Just 

as Edom, Moab, and Ammon were related to Israel; so too Libya and Ethiopia used to march together with 

Egypt (Eze 30:4-6; Nah 3:8-9). These three kingdoms fell to the Babylonian invasion in Daniel’s days. And 

this invasion is projected by the prophet as a type or symbol—as well as by the Apostle John—towards the 

end of the world (Rev 11:7-8). 

 

The loud cry and the final crisis 

 

“But then news from the east and the north will alarm him, and he will set out in great anger to 

destroy and obliterate many” (vv. 44-45). 

 

Beyond Babylon was the kingdom of Media to the North, and the king of Persia to the east. These two 

kingdoms came together to form the Medo-Persian empire. Daniel was still alive when the Medes and 

Persians invaded Babylon and seized it. The waters of the Euphrates River were diverted to lower the level 

enough to allow the soldiers to enter below the floodgates that protected the city. So at midnight Babylon 

fell. 

For the Jewish captives living in Babylon, the approach of the Medo-Persians was good news because 

they knew the prophecies of Isaiah and Jeremiah who had announced liberation through King Cyrus (Isa 

44:26-28; Jer 50-51). But for the king of Babylon and his people, such news was distressing. We found the 

story in Dan 5. Daniel was called to interpret the prophecy that was written on the wall by a bloodless hand, 
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in the midst of an orgy of the dignitaries of his kingdom. And the king’s legs trembled with dread for what 

was happening. 

 

 
 

Again, this ancient story was applied forward by Daniel towards the time of the end, though he was 

unable to understand its full scope because his prophecy was sealed. Yet there remained the promise that it 

would be understood by those who lived in that final era (Dan 12:4). And John in the book of Revelation 

picked up that story and applied it as a type or figure of the final crisis. The Apostle wrote: “The sixth angel 

poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up to prepare the way for the kings 

from the East” (Rev 16:12). The support that nations give the king of the North (Babylon), crumbles at the 

news of the coming of the kings of the East, a reference now to Christ and his angels at his Second Coming. 

The Bible says of Christ, “his going out is sure as the dawn” (Hos 6:3). And Jesus said: “For as lightning 

that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man” (Matt 24:27). 

The news that frightens Babylon is the news which three angels from heaven proclaim in the book of 

Revelation. The fact that they are represented as coming from heaven highlights the heavenly origin of 

God’s last warnings to the world through His people. Among these messages is the proclamation of the fall 

of Babylon (Rev 14:8; 18:1-5). And in his fury, the imposter prince of Babylon rises to destroy and kill 

many. This announcement by Daniel of that final sequence of events reappears in Rev 13:15: “The second 

beast was given power to give breath to the image of the first beast, so that the image could speak and cause 

all who refused to worship the image to be killed.” 

A people who Babylon maligns proclaims that her kingdom has fallen and has become a dwelling for 

demons (Rev 18:2-4). Nor is the prince of Babylon pleased that in connection with this fall, the coming of 

the King of the East is announced. Just as Cyrus, the Persian king, seized ancient Babylon by deviating the 

water of the River Euphrates, to enter at midnight below the city gates; so too will the symbolic waters of 

latter-day Babylon dry up to make way for Christ and His angels. Cyrus and his army is a symbol of Christ 

and His angels who come from the cosmic Orion to destroy spiritual Babylon. The drying of the symbolic 

Euphrates represents the final withdrawal of the popular support for that Catholic or universal kingdom 

(Rev 17:15). 

 

“He will pitch his royal tents between the seas at the beautiful holy mountain. Yet he will come to his 

end, and no one will help him” (Dan 11:45). 

 

“Between the seas” is a description of Palestine where “the beautiful holy mountain” was. The two seas 

in the midst of which the land of Israel was located were the Mediterranean Sea and the Dead Sea. When 

the king of the north or the papacy that sits on the Roman Catholic Church tries to settle on the last remnant, 

symbolized in the apocalyptic 144,000 who are counted in preparation for the final spiritual battle, the Lord 



36 
 

destroys Babylon in the seven last plagues (Rev 16). By then, the crowds know that the hour of truth has 

come for them, and that they have lost everything in the great struggle of life. 

 

“The people see that they have been deluded. They accuse one another of having led them to 

destruction; but all unite in heaping their bitterest condemnation upon the ministers. Unfaithful 

pastors have prophesied smooth things; they have led their hearers to make void the law of God and 

to persecute those who would keep it holy. Now, in their despair, these teachers confess before the 

world their work of deception. The multitudes are filled with fury. ‘We are lost!’ they cry, ‘and you 

are the cause of our ruin;’ and they turn upon the false shepherds. The very ones that once admired 

them most will pronounce the most dreadful curses upon them. The very hands that once crowned 

them with laurels will be raised for their destruction. The swords which were to slay God's people 

are now employed to destroy their enemies. Everywhere there is strife and bloodshed” (GC 655-6).   

 

EPILOGUE: THE FINAL LIBERATION OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

 

There are two if not three decisive battles in the time of the end according to Dan 11:40 to 12:1. The 

first occurs when the king of the south appears unexpectedly to onslaught the king of the North, as two 

bulls are goring with their horns, against the king of the north (atheist/secular regimes versus 

religious/clerical regimes). The second battle is to some extent a continuation of the first, but reveals the 

reaction of the king of the north (Babylon: Rome), who ends up prevailing against the king of the south 

(secular atheism). That’s the next to the last battle of the world, because the last one has Michael as 

protagonist. The Prince of Heaven puts an end to the powers of the world that are allied with the Roman 

antichrist to obtain total supremacy over the world.  

 

The time of distress and the final liberation of Michael 

 

“At that time [the time of the end: 11:40], Michael will stand up, the great prince who remain standing 

up [ha‘omed as in Mal 3:2] for the sons of your people, and there will be a time of distress, such as had 

not been since there has been a nation till that time, and at that time your people will be delivered, 

everyone who is found written in the book” (Dan 12:1). 

 

Michael means, “Who is like God?” This is a reference to the heavenly Being in the book of Daniel, 

who in Dan 3 introduces Himself as “Son of God” before the greatest earthly court, and in Dan 7 as “Son 

of Man” standing in the greatest court of the universe. In Dan 8 He is called “Prince of the Hosts” and 

“Prince of the Shepherds” in 1 Pet 5:4. In Dan 10 and now here again he is called Michael, the Great Prince 

who stands up in court to intercede for His people, and rises again at the end of the trial, to definitively 

deliver those who are inscribed in the book of life 

This world will not pass away without a last desperate effort by the prince of this world to impose 

himself upon God and His people. Therefore, when the great conflict between good and evil comes to an 

end, the survivors of the holy seed will be oppressed, and will go through the greatest crisis that has ever 

existed since there was a nation. But the Lord who watches over His people will not forget His faithful 

remnant. He will stand up first to intercede for them in the heavenly court, and then to come into this world 

and destroy his enemies. The Lord will come to deliver you from the great apostate conflagration of the last 

days, and to tell you, “Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom 

prepared for you since the creation of the world” (Matt 25:34). 

 

“And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake, some to everlasting life, and some 

to shame and everlasting contempt. Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and 

those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever” (vv. 2-3). 

 

So be it, Amen! 


