
 

 

 
   

Update on Reproductive Healthcare Access- 09/16/2021 

As you may be aware, a Texas state bill has recently gone into effect which bans abortion after 
fetal cardiac activity is detected, at approximately 6 weeks gestation.  

Below you will find information pertaining to: the Texas state law, the current state of 
reproductive health care access in Ohio, NSGC’s official position on the Texas law, and an Ohio 

resource for reproductive healthcare equity. 
 

• Texas Senate Bill 8 (SB8): the “Texas Heartbeat Act” (went into effect on 9/01/2021) 
 
This bill effectively bans abortion at approximately six weeks in nearly all cases. It contains no 
exceptions for pregnancies that result from rape, sexual abuse, incest, or pregnancies involving a 
fetal defect incompatible with life after birth. The prohibitions in SB8 apply to anyone who performs 
a prohibited abortion, anyone who “knowingly” “aids or abets” the performance of a prohibited 
abortion, and anyone who “intends” to do so. Instead of relying on the state’s executive branch to 
enforce the law as is the norm, the state has deputized ordinary citizens to bring private lawsuit 
against individuals who facilitate a prohibited abortion with an award of at least $10,000 per claim.  

 
• On September 9, 2021 the US Department of Justice sought an order to prohibit the State of Texas, 

including private parties who would bring suit under the law, from implementing or enforcing SB8. 
 
• Ohio Senate Bill 23 (SB23): Prohibit abortion if detectable heartbeat (Passed 4/10/2019; currently 

blocked) 

This bill would ban abortion after a fetal heartbeat is detected, as early as 6 weeks. While it does 
make exceptions to protect the life of the mother, there are no exceptions for pregnancies due to 
rape or incest and would classify the provision of an abortion after the detection of a heartbeat as a 
fifth-degree felony. Anyone found guilty of performing abortions in violation of SB23 could be fined 
or jailed for 6-12 months.  

Governor Mike DeWine signed the bill on April 11, but the ACLU of Ohio announced its intentions to 
sue in order to prevent the law from taking effect.  

Currently, the so-called “heartbeat” bill or Ohio SB23 REMAINS BLOCKED. The trial judge officially 
put this case on hold while awaiting the outcome of two cases pending before the 6th Circuit Court 
of Appeals, including the challenge to Ohio's Down syndrome abortion law (House Bill 214).  
 

 
 

https://legiscan.com/TX/text/SB8/id/2395961
https://legiscan.com/TX/text/SB8/id/2395961
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-sues-texas-over-senate-bill-8
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-SB-23
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-SB-23


 

 

 
   
• The National Society of Genetic Counselors (NSGC) Board of Directors issued the following 

statement regarding Texas SB8:  

“Texas SB8 is a direct attack on abortion access. We oppose this and any legislation that violates the 
patient-provider relationship and disproportionately affects underserved and under-resourced 
communities. All healthcare providers, including genetic counselors, should be able to deliver 
patient-centered care without fear of retribution. Genetic counselors are bound by our code of ethics, 
which requires that we provide patients with complete and unbiased information. We stand by our 
position statement on reproductive freedom, which supports the right of all individuals to make 
reproductive choices, including access to safe abortion. 

“We encourage genetic counselors to speak with their risk management/legal teams at their 
institutions for further guidance. We are working with local chapters and national organizations to 
provide support to genetic counselors whose practice is affected by SB8.” 

 

• In May 2021, NSGC developed a Task Force on Reproductive Access, Freedom and Justice. 

Initially, the Task Force will focus on recommending a set of resources for members to educate 
themselves and others on these issues, and to utilize in advocacy efforts.  

 
• OPEN (the Ohio Policy Evaluation Network) is a research collaborative that launched in 2018 to 

study how policy affects reproductive health and equity in Ohio and surrounding states. OPEN 
conducts rigorous, impactful, and forward-thinking social-science research on the reproductive 
health of Ohioans and people in nearby states. Through their research, they seek to improve 
reproductive health outcomes and uphold autonomy for all Ohioans. 

 
OPEN’s reaction to TX SB8: 
 
“In the short term, this has no immediate effect on Ohio. The Supreme Court’s ruling is very specific 
to the Texas case and the procedural technicalities it raised. Ohio’s 6-week abortion ban law remains 
blocked and cannot be enforced. 
  
However, it seems likely that Ohio’s anti-choice legislators are watching the events in Texas closely 
and could be planning to introduce a similar law here. We know that the Ohio General Assembly is 
dominated by anti-abortion legislators and that some of the same people behind the Texas law were 
involved in the recent passage of Lebanon, Ohio’s abortion ban.” 

https://open.osu.edu/about-open/

