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I was talking to my mom today. I talk to my mom every day! She’s so funny! Most times 
our conversation is the same. She has a little bit of dementia, so I hear the same stories 
multiple times, and I’m okay with that. The really cool talks we have is when I give her a 
passage of scripture and she looks it up in her bible. I realize for some folks, that’s not a 
big deal, but for me and my mom, it’s pretty awesome!  

Our verse for this week’s devotion is: “Be joyful in hope; patient in affliction; faithful in 
prayer” (Romans 12:12).  

The game, “Which One Doesn’t Belong?” comes to mind with this verse. I say, “Mom? 
Which one of those things in this verse doesn’t belong?” and she looks at it a little bit, 
and she says, “Well the affliction, of course” and I said, “Yes, I wonder why that’s in 
there?” I suppose you have asked yourself that too.  

Which one doesn’t belong? We can be joyful, glad for what we have been given. We 
can have hope while we wait for this Covid19 pandemic to run its course. Most of us are 
on overtime when it comes to prayer. And we are faithfully praying every day. Patience 
comes as we are able to accept the delay or suffering that we are going through without 
getting too overly worked up about it. But the affliction? Why do we have affliction?  

Again, my mom has the answer. “I suppose at my age, at any age really, the Good Lord 
knows what He needs to accomplish with me. Who am I to think that I’m going to get 
through this life without a little trouble? I will be patient through the affliction and see 
what God will do with me when it’s done.”  

Let’s Pray: Thank you Lord for your words of wisdom, that come from 
unexpected sources. God help us to be joyful, patient, and faithful as we endure 
affliction in knowing we have a hope in you. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Romans 12:12 “Be joyful in HOPE, patient in AFFLICTION, faithful in PRAYER.” 
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