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Chapter 8. Transportation - Draft October 30, 2019
Introduction
The Transportation Element focuses on preserving the capacity of the County’s primary roads, providing enhanced roads and
other transportation services in County growth areas and other areas important for economic development and for serving
existing communities while protecting historic sites and environmentally sensitive areas.
The Transportation Element also forges a link with land use initiatives. This land use/transportation relationship supports
internal circulation patterns while enhancing mobility along the transportation system.
The Transportation Element is intended to address the mobility needs of County residents for the next twenty-five years. It is a
guide by which state, regional, County, local and other public and private agencies can base their respective planning and
development decisions. It sets no precise timetable for the realization of the transportation goals, but rather gives rational
forethought to the continued development of the County transportation system.

Goals
•

Maintain US Route 50 and MD 16 as the primary County transportation corridors.

•

Encourage transportation alternatives such as public transit, bikeways and pedestrian systems which reduce the
dependency on individual automobiles.

•

Maximize the potential of the Cambridge-Dorchester Municipal Airport and encourage the development of related
industries.

•

Integrate land use and transportation policies to make them mutually supportive.

•

Continue to maintain the County roadway network to avoid deterioration of the road network to unacceptable levels.

•

Ensure that planning and traffic management efforts, at State and County levels, are properly coordinated to achieve
maximum efficiency of the transportation network. Assign high priority to improvements located within designated
growth areas. Priority should also be given to the maintenance and enhancement of existing roadways as opposed to
new construction.

•

Continue close coordination between Dorchester County, Maryland State Highway Administration, the Maryland
Transportation Authority and the Maryland Transit Administration and neighboring counties in order to better
integrate planning policies and initiatives.

•

Protect existing communities and the environment by making improvements compatible with natural surroundings.

Roads
System Description
The County's existing transportation system's main roadways are US Route 50 and MD 16. US Route 50 is the primary east-west
thoroughfare for the County carrying regionally oriented traffic along with some local traffic. US Route 50 is primarily a nonsignalized roadway, except where it traverses the City of Cambridge. Although US Route 50 is owned and maintained by the
Maryland State Highway Administration (MDSHA), it is part of the National Highway System (NHS) and is therefore is eligible for
Federal Aid.
MD 16 is divided into two distinct roadways: MD 16 north and MD 16 south. MD 16 north carries traffic, generally locally
oriented, from Caroline County to US Route 50. MD 16 north links the Town of Secretary, East New Market and Hurlock with
the City of Cambridge and the southern portion of the County. It provides important access for established and emerging
residential and commercial areas and is an important roadway for school bus movement and public transit. MD 16 north also
provides access to Caroline County, including Denton and destinations in Delaware. MD 16 south is the main roadway used by
County residents to reach the Taylor's Island area from US Route 50. MD 16 north and south are offset, requiring motorists
traveling along MD 16 north-south to briefly use US Route 50.
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The County is served by several other state highways that generally act as the major roadways throughout the County and
which also serve as thoroughfares through the municipalities and the main access points in and out of the County. The majority
of the roads in the County are County roads which are maintained by the County Highway Department. Except for the state
highways and private streets, the roads within municipalities are maintained by the respective municipality. As of January 2019,
there are 787 miles of publicly maintained roads, of which, 136 miles are maintained by MDSHA, 568 miles by the County and
83 miles by the various municipalities.1

Existing Roadway Classification
The functional classification of roadways defines the role each element of the roadway network plays in serving the travel
needs of the community as well as the surrounding region. The 1996 Comprehensive Plan recognized the existence of the
Federal Highway Functional Classification System but adopted a separate classification system in recognition of a particular
roadway’s function in implementing the land use policies as described in said Plan. That is, a roadway’s function may change
over time as growth continues in accordance with the land use policies of the Comprehensive Plan. For the purposes of this
Comprehensive Plan, the Federal Highway Functional Classification System will be used to define roadway function. For state
highways, the functional classification as assigned by the MDSHA will be used. For County roads, a roadway classification will be
assigned based on the road’s existing and future function. Given the modest growth projections and modest growth areas as
defined in Chapter 1 and 2 of this Comprehensive Plan, there will be little, if any, difference between a County road’s existing
function and future function. This is not to say that improvements to County roadways will never be necessary to meet safety
or maintenance needs, or even to increase capacity, but that the basic function of the road will not change as a result of growth
in accordance with this Comprehensive Plan.
It should be noted that some existing zoning and subdivision regulations are based on the adjacent roadway’s classification as
defined in the 1996 Comprehensive Plan. Map 8.1 – Road Classifications in this Comprehensive Plan includes roadway
classifications not previously used in the 1996 Plan, such as Principal Arterial and Minor Arterial. Until such time as the
Subdivision Regulations and Zoning Ordinance are updated, any roadway designated as Minor Arterial on Map 8.1 shall be
considered a Major Collector for the purposes of interpreting said regulations. In addition, the Principal Arterial Road (US Route
50) on Map 8.1 shall be considered a “Limited Access” road as used in the regulations.
The 1996 Comprehensive Plan also refers to a memorandum of understanding between the County an MDSHA dated
September 19, 1989 that applies access controls to parcels along Route 50. The County and MDSHA should revisit this
memorandum to ensure that its application is still valid and/or to determine if more formal access control measures have been
or can be, put in place.
Map 8.1 – Road Classifications indicates the various functional roadway classifications in the County (as noted above, the
functional classifications for state highways are determined by MDSHA):
Principal Arterial – Principal arterial roads are typically the primary roads within a city or county which serve regional and
interstate traffic. The primary function of principal arterials is to move traffic, with the provision of access to abutting
properties being a secondary function. The only principal arterial within Dorchester County is US Route 50 for its entire length
through the County.
Minor Arterial - Minor arterials collect and distribute traffic from principal arterials to lesser-classified streets, or allow for
traffic to directly access their destination. As defined by MDSHA, MD 392, 331, 307 and portions of MD 343 and 16 serve as
minor arterials within Dorchester County.
Major Collector – Major collectors are intended to carry traffic from local roads and minor collectors and are intended to serve
a primarily mobility function while also balancing direct access to destinations. As indicated on Map 8.1, the only major
collectors in the County are state highways and include MD 343, 341, 336, 335, 313 and portions of MD 16 and 14.
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Minor Collectors – Minor roads are located throughout the County and are intended to serve both mobility and access needs of
County residents. These roadways carry less traffic than major collectors or arterial roads. All minor collector roads are County
roads.
Local Roads – Local roads are the lowest order road and are intended to carry low traffic volumes. These roads are dispersed
throughout the County and expected to carry traffic from residences to the collector network.

State Transportation Planning
The Consolidated Transportation Program (CTP) is Maryland’s six-year capital budget for transportation projects. The Capital
Program includes major and minor projects for the Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT) business units; the
Transportation Secretary’s Office (MDOT TSO), the Maryland Aviation Administration (MDOT MAA), Maryland Port
Administration (MDOT MPA), Motor Vehicle Administration (MDOT MVA), State Highway Administration (MDOT SHA),
Maryland Transit Administration (MDOT MTA) – and related authorities to the MDOT, including the Maryland Transportation
Authority (MDTA) and the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA).
Relative to state-maintained highways the FY 2019 – 2024 contains the following projects in Dorchester County:
•
•

MD 16 – Church Creek Road; from MD 335 to Brannocks Neck Road; drainage improvements
Pavement resurfacing and rehabilitation at various locations in Dorchester County

State Highway Needs Inventory
The Highway Needs Inventory (HNI) is a listing of projects developed by MDOT to address transportation needs throughout the
state over the long term (20 years). Funding for the majority of the projects on this list has not been identified by the State.
Typically, projects on this list are eligible for inclusion as part of the aforementioned CTP. The HNI is also updated by MDOT
every 4-6 years.
Dorchester County projects in the HNI include the following:
•
•
•
•

US 50 The Ocean Gateway – MD 16 north to Old Ocean Gateway access control improvements
MD 14 Rhodesdale Eldorado Road - MD 331 at Rhodesdale to MD 313, 2 lane reconstruct
MD 16 Church Creek Road – US 50 to MD 392 at East New Market, divided highway reconstruct
MD 16 Easter New Market Ellwood Road – North limits of E. New Market to 0.7 miles south of MD 331, 2 lane
reconstruct

County Highway Priorities 2019
Each year, MDOT requests that every County develop a list of priority transportation projects to be considered in the pending
CTP. In August 2019, the Dorchester County Council submitted the following list of potential transportation improvements for
inclusion in the FY 2020-2025 CTP:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Extension of guardrail at US 50 at Vincent Road, both east and west bound over Higgins Mill Pond
Review of intersection of Beaver Neck Village and Route 50 due to amount of accidents in this area
Extend west bound turn lane on US 50 to MD 16 to Church Creek
Full controlled signal at Bucktown Road due to limited visibility issues as a result of the turn/guardrails
Traffic calming measures, i.e. circle, lights for Route 392/Route 14 intersection at Dockins
Swap of Visitors Center and Woods Road
Open the cross over to traffic to west bound US 50 with an acceleration/merge lane heading west at the intersection
of Airey’s Road spur (cemetery end) and US 50
Study to address traffic issues at Crusader Road and Washington Street

Dorchester County Highway Division
The Highway Division is divided into several activities and functions. Among the many jobs of the Highway Division are road
building, blacktopping of roads (new and overlay), surface treatment, ditching – outlet and roadside, bushing – outlet and
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roadside, roadside mowing, boat dock maintenance, boat ramp construction, bridge maintenance, snow removal, ice control,
signage of all county roads, line stripping of all county roads, and operation of a maintenance/repair shop.
According to information provided by the County Highway Division, maintenance of County roads in the southern portion of the
County is becoming increasingly difficult/costly due to more frequent nuisance flooding (flooding at high tide) and storm
surges. Additional maintenance is required for debris removal to keep the roads passable. In addition, efforts to elevate roads
to avoid or minimize inundation are proving to be unsuccessful due to localized subsidence of the roads most likely due to
unsuitable subgrade caused by rising groundwater from sea-level change. Providing adequate and safe passage across County
roads is especially important in the southern portions of the County since County roads provide the initial link to the primary
evacuation routes. In addition, it should be noted that maintenance difficulties are exacerbated in the southern portion of the
County in areas of low density due to the disproportionate maintenance costs relative to residents served. Goals and strategies
for hazard mitigation, adaptation and resiliency are set forth in Chapter 9 - Community Facilities, Chapter 4 Environmental
Resources and Protection, as well as in the County Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMP) and in the Flood Mitigation Plan (FMP).

West Cambridge Bypass
The 2011 Cambridge Comprehensive Plan describes plans for a westside
bypass of the City:

Figure 8.1 - West Cambridge Bypass

This major street will provide a connection between U.S. Route 50
(over existing Route 16) and the northwest quadrant of the City. As
shown on the plan map, the first 2,500 feet of the proposed
highway is nearly completed. The later phases of the project extend
due south to align with Chesapeake Street. The City will upgrade
Chesapeake Street to the full road section of the bypass design. The
route will then connect with MD Route 16. The design of the bypass
will include a bicycle lane in the right-of-way. It will help resolve
traffic congestion on Washington Street.2
In addition to the portion that has been completed, the remainder of the
right-of-way of the bypass to Bayly Road has been acquired by the City.
Although the entirety of the West Cambridge Bypass falls within the
incorporated limits of the Cambridge, Dorchester County is in support of the
project. Once the bypass is completed, it may have an effect on traffic in the
County and updates to the network should be monitored.

Source: Cambridge Comprehensive Plan, 2011

Congestion
The average commute in Dorchester County is between 22 – 26 minutes, while the average commute time across the state of
Maryland is 32.3 minutes. MDOT has identified only two congested areas in Dorchester County by 2040, both near Cambridge3.
This does not account for peak travel times for tourists. These roadway facilities should be monitored for potential
improvement needs.
Furthermore, the County should ensure that permitted land use intensity along County roads is based on the existing capacity
of the road system. Any anticipated improvements in high growth areas should be identified in a County Capital Improvement
Program with a projected source of funding.

Growth Impacts
Future development areas in Dorchester County are located primarily along MD 16 and US 50 corridors between the City of
Cambridge in the south and generally to the Town of Hurlock in the north (see Chapter 2, Land Use). The MDSHA collects data
on the number of trips over their roadways in the form of annualized average daily traffic (AADT). Table XX in Appendix XX
indicates the AADT data from the year 2015 through 2018 for various segments of all of selected state highways within the
2
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County. Based on this data, the County’s major road network (state highways) is generally not experiencing significant increases
in traffic volumes. Of particular note however, is MD Route 16 from US 50 to MD Route 14, which has experienced a 9.0%
increase in AADT over this four-year period. While the overall increase in AADT (977) is not substantial for a state highway, it is
the largest increase in traffic not associated with US Route 50 for a state highway in the County. This increase in traffic is
consistent with the Route 16 corridor serving as the historic growth corridor of the County. This land use pattern and trend is
expected to continue under this Comprehensive Plan with Route 16 traversing the Suburban Growth and Rural Residential Land
Use Districts identified in Chapter 2. The County should work with MDSHA to continue to monitor traffic volumes on Route 16
to ensure that it maintains and acceptable level of service.

Other Transportation Facilities
Bus Service
Delmarva Community Transit (DCT) provides a variety of transportation services for the community, including fixed route
shuttle services in the Cambridge area, flexible routes linking Dorchester County to other areas of the Eastern Shore, and
specialized service for senior citizens and persons with disabilities. One-way fares top out at $3.00, seniors and persons with
disabilities can ride for $1.50 each way. All buses are fully equipped to accommodate wheelchairs, power scooters and
individuals who cannot climb stairs. Service is currently offered between 4:15 am – 8:30 pm Monday – Friday, and 8:35 am –
8:30 pm on Saturdays. With an increasingly aging population, demand can be expected to grow. If this occurs, DCT will need to
receive financial support from other sources. The County should continue to coordinate with the DCT to assess funding needs
to support the DCT needs in future years.
MUST, a fixed route service, is a collaborative effort between Delmarva Community Transit in Dorchester County, USTAR in
Kent, Caroline and Talbot Counties and Queen Anne’s County, County Ride. Stops in Dorchester County include Cambridge,
Hurlock, Secretary, East New Market, and Vienna.
MDOT MTA makes a significant investment in transit in Dorchester County each year. In FY19, MDOT provided $786,000 in
operating and capital grants to support the local transit operation. This funding includes the replacement of two gasoline
engines, two gasoline transmissions, and ongoing preventive maintenance. Additionally, $195,000 in funding was provided to
nonprofits that serve the transportation needs of seniors and people with disabilities in the county 4.

Rail Service
The Maryland-Delaware Railroad Company provides the only freight service in Dorchester County. The physical track extends
northeast from Cambridge through Hurlock and Federalsburg into Delaware where it connects with the Norfolk Southern line.
Citing concerns over the deterioration of the ties and ballast, MDOT closed the rail line north from Cambridge to Hurlock.
Currently the Maryland-Delaware Railroad provides direct rail access to several active and inactive industrial sites in Hurlock
and Federalsburg. MDOT also owns approximately 6.4 miles of inactive rail line between the Town of Preston in Caroline
County and the Town of Hurlock. The Eastern Shore Scenic Railroad, a volunteer group that owns and operates an engine and
two restored passenger cars, has expressed interest in leasing the abandoned rail line from MDOT for occasional recreational
use to promote tourism and to educate passengers on the historic importance of rail service on the Eastern Shore. Currently,
the Eastern Shore Scenic Railroad provides train rides between Hurlock and Federalsburg every year as part of the Hurlock Fall
Festival.
Delmarva Power and Light owns approximately 10 miles of abandoned rail between Hurlock and Route 50 near Vienna which is
currently used for overhead power transmission lines.
See Figure 8.2 for the location of existing rail lines and rights-of-way in the County. (As noted above, the line between
Cambridge and Hurlock is inactive.)
Commuter rail transportation is not available in the County and is not included in the MDOT CTP.

4
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Figure 8.2 - Rail Lines (source: Maryland Transit Administration)

Rails to Trails
In 2018, Dorchester County received a $220,700 Transportation Alternatives (TA) grant from MDOT to renovate 1/3 of a mile of
rail line in the City of Cambridge into a multi-modal trail. The trail is one part of the overall Cannery Park Master Plan for 6.6
acres of land which also includes a mixed-use redevelopment of the former Phillips Packing House, recreational amenities and a
stream restoration project. The Cannery Park trail, which is currently under design, could serve as the trail-head for a Countywide rails to trails system on the inactive rail lines described above. A comprehensive rails to trails plan could be prepared that
establishes funding sources, roles and responsibilities relative to rail acquisition and leasing, trail extents, co-usage
opportunities and trail design standards. The comprehensive rails to trails plan should also include an extensive community
outreach program to obtain input and feedback on trail features and design. The plan could be phased to first obtain
community input on the feasibility and acceptance of a rails to trails system and if deemed feasible and acceptable, the second
phase would include more detailed evaluation of the trail features.

Air Transportation
Dorchester County has one general aviation airport and is near two other general aviation airports in neighboring Wicomico
and Talbot Counties. Located 3 miles southeast of Cambridge is the Cambridge-Dorchester Regional Airport (FAA identifier CGE). CGE is a publicly-owned, public use general aviation airport owned by the Dorchester County Council. The Airport
occupies approximately 345 acres of land. The Airport is included in the FAA’s National Plan of Integrated Airport Systems
(NPIAS) as a Regional General Aviation Airport; this designation defines CGE as an airport “which supports regional economies
by connecting communities to regional and national markets.” Classification within the NPIAS allows the Airport to receive
federal funds for eligible projects. The Airport maintains a 4,481-foot long by 75-foot wide asphalt/grooved runway (Runway
16-34) with non-precision approach capability with a full parallel taxiway.
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An Airport Protection Overlay Zoning District that includes special development limitations to protect airport operations
applies to within an approximately 3-mile radius of the airport
The Airport Capital Improvement Program (2019-2024) include the following improvements:
-

Construction of airfield perimeter fencing;
Preparation of a Pavement Management Plan;
Adherence to 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 77, including acquisition of avigation easements on land containing
obstructions, environmental permitting and mitigation, and removal of obstructions;
Preparation of a runway length justification analysis;
Preparation of environmental documentation in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 for a
runway extension; and
Design and construction of an extension of Runway 16-34, including the relocation of Cordtown Road and demolition of
the railroad.
Figure 8.3 - Cruise Lines

Water Transportation
The County has more than 1,700 miles of shoreline along the
Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries which provides abundant
opportunities for water transportation, shipping and recreation.
While the Port of Cambridge has discontinued commercial barge
and tanker traffic, the channel is 25 feet deep and commercial port
facilities remain in place. The Cambridge port serves as a port of
call for the Chesapeake Bay Cruise offered by the American Cruise
Lines. See Figure 8.3.
The County also has 13 designated soft launches designed for
kayaks, canoes, and Stand up Paddle Boards (SUPs), as well as over
a 1,000 boat slips and 28 boat ramps, which usually have concrete
ramps.5 Visit Dorchester highlights four popular water trails:
Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge; Transquaking River Loop;
Island Creek Trail; and Chicone Creek. See Map 9.3 – Parks and
Recreational Facilities for locations of water access.

According to the 2017 Dorchester County Land Preservation Park
and Recreation Plan (LPPRP), access to the Chesapeake Bay and its
tributaries is generally good, but enhanced access to the
Marshyhope Creek and Nanticoke River is recommended. The largest marinas in the County are located on major roads in the
City of Cambridge, or on state roads throughout the County. Given the inextricable link between the Chesapeake Bay and the
County’s cultural heritage and tourism economy, the County should continue to focus on maintaining adequate road access to
the various boat ramps throughout the County.
Source: American Cruise Lines

SHA Park and Ride
One Park & Ride lot is located at the comer of MD 16 and MD 335. Twelve spaces are available with only a 4.0% utilization rate.
An upgrade to this facility is not warranted at this time.

Bikeways and Pedestrian System
State Bicycle and Pedestrian Planning
The 2040 Maryland Transportation Plan (MTP) sets a long-range course for investing in the state’s transportation system that
will help ensure Maryland remains a great place to live, work, and do business. The MTP examines the State’s most critical
transportation needs and challenges, provides a framework for statewide goals and objectives, and identifies strategies to help
MDOT meet the goals. The MTP lays out the following goals:
•
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•
•
•
•
•

Facilitate economic opportunity and reduce congestion in Maryland through strategic system expansion
Maintain a high standard and modernize Maryland’s multimodal transportation system
Improve the quality and efficiency of the transportation system to enhance the customer experience
Ensure environmental protection and sensitivity
Promote fiscal responsibility

Maryland’s Bicycle Pedestrian Master Plan (BPMP) is coordinated with the MTP, which presents a 20 year vision for addressing
all transportation needs across the state. Bike and walking are integral parts of how MDOT approaches the core mission of
connecting our customers to life’s opportunities. The goals mentioned above are also echoed in the BPMP as priorities.
Maryland stakeholders have access to a wide variety of state, federal, and local programs to support the improvement of
infrastructure for biking and walking. This includes several discretionary programs administered by MDOT that are key elements
of this process and includes hosting annual workshops and webinars to assist potential partners in project development. This
plan includes several measures intended to strengthen the effectiveness of these limited resources, while also highlighting the
ongoing need to identify new funding sources to achieve plan outcomes.
Tourism
Dorchester County is rich in attractive destinations and scenery that benefit from an emphasis on active tourism and desirable
amenities to attract and protect cyclists and pedestrians. The relatively flat topography and the wide range of natural and
heritage resources create a strong basis for continued strategic investment in trail connectivity, sidewalks, and main streets.
Dorchester County produces a cycling guide (https://visitdorchester.org/wp-content/uploads/DorchesterCyclingGuide.pdf) that
identifies six routes throughout the County: Cambridge to Neck District – Out and Back; IRONMAN Loop; Blackwater Wildlife
Refuge – Out and Back; Cambridge Waterfront – Out and Back; Layton's Chance Winery Loop; and Vienna to Elliotts Island – Out
and Back. Each of the trails highlights a different asset of Dorchester County. While Dorchester’s trails and bikeways are a great
strength, there remains opportunity to improve and expand across the current trail system. Moreover, trails can be a tool for
economic development when aligned with ecotourism and cultural heritage tourism. The County should continue to dedicate
resources towards improving, expanding and advertising pedestrian and bicycle trails.
Safety
Pedestrian safety is a growing concern and a critical challenge in Maryland. After a decline between 2008 and 2010, Maryland
witnessed a 21% increase in pedestrian-involved crashes between 2011 and 2016, with pedestrians accounting for 21% of
statewide fatalities.
The Maryland State Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) provides a tool to identify and implement engineering, enforcement,
and educational safety improvements, and this work is integral to the safety aspect of the Plan. The planning processes
involved in both the SHSP and the BPMP are collaborative and complementary, with many of the same stakeholders informing
both discussions. While the SHSP and Highway Safety Plan (HSP) focus on analyzing and introducing countermeasures to reduce
the scope and severity of crashes, the BPMP shapes policies and projects to encourage more pedestrian activity across the
state, and guide investments to improve connectivity, access, and safety. In addition, safety-related campaigns such as “Look
Up. Look Out” were developed by MDOT to raise awareness between pedestrians and drivers in curbing serious injuries and
deaths throughout Maryland.
One high frequency pedestrian crash hotspot was identified in Dorchester County between 2012 and 2016, around Cambridge.
A medium level hotspot was also identified near Federalsburg.
Tourists can be especially vulnerable individuals because they are not familiar with traffic patterns or blind-spots. Elderly can
also be especially vulnerable better who may be more likely to have visual or physical challenges. AARP has developed a toolkit
for Age-Friendly Communities6 that addresses pedestrian safety, convenience and comfort for all by focusing on addressing the
need of the elderly. AARP’s report Planning Complete Streets for an Aging America suggests that communities consider the
needs of older people in their multimodal street planning and adopt local Complete Streets policies. Not only should Dorchester
County adopt a Complete Streets Policy, but it should actively implement improvements to make transportation infrastructure
(e.g., crosswalks, signalization, illuminated walkways, more visible signage, streetscaping amenities, connectivity)

6

https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/network-age-friendly-communities/
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Chesapeake Bay Bridge Crossing
The Maryland Transportation Authority and the Federal Highway Administration are in the process of conducting a two-tiered
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process to evaluate alternative locations for a new Chesapeake Bay Bridge crossing to
provide additional capacity and improve mobility, travel reliability and safety. The Tier 1 NEPA study evaluated 14 corridors to
determine each corridor’s ability to meet certain criteria related to travel times. Four of these corridors directly impacted
Dorchester County. As of October 2019, a draft of the Tier 1 NEPA study has been completed which has narrowed down the 14
corridors to three corridors (including a no-build alternative) for further study (Tier 2 study). See Figure 8.4. The three corridor
alternatives do not directly impact Dorchester County but may have regional transportation impacts that effect the County. The
County should continue to monitor the project for progress and identify and provide input on the most advantageous
alternative, if any, to the County.
Figure 8.4 – Chesapeake Bay Crossing Corridor Alternatives

Source: https://www.baycrossingstudy.com/

Strategies
•

Continue to partner with MDSHA in recognizing US Route 50 and MD 16 as the primary County transportation
corridors and monitor safety and capacity issues to ensure both roads function as planned.

•

Update US Route 50 limited access policies with MDSHA as appropriate.

•

Encourage transportation alternatives such as public transit, bikeways and pedestrian systems which reduce the
dependency on individual automobiles.

•

Promote the Cambridge-Dorchester Municipal Airport and encourage the development of related industries.

•

Amend Airport Overlay District, as appropriate, if and when the runway is extended.

•

Integrate land use and transportation policies to make them mutually supportive.

•

Plan improvements to the County roadway network to avoid deterioration of the road network to unacceptable
levels.

•

Ensure that planning and traffic management efforts, at State and County levels, are properly coordinated to achieve
maximum efficiency of the transportation network. Assign high priority to improvements located within designated
growth areas. Priority should also be given to the maintenance and enhancement of existing roadways as opposed to
new construction.

•

Continue close coordination between Dorchester County, Maryland State Highway Administration, the Maryland
Transit Administration and neighboring counties in order to better integrate planning policies and initiatives.

•

Protect existing communities and the environment by making improvements compatible with natural surroundings.

•

Evaluate alternative methods of County road repairs and maintenance to minimize local subsidence and improve
resiliency against sea-level change.
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•

Include those roads as identified in the 2017 Hazard Mitigation Plan Update that were ranked “high” for repetitive
flooding in the County Capital Improvement Program for improvements to mitigate flooding.

•

Determine the County’s legal obligation to continue to provide maintenance on County roads in areas of very low
density.

•

Prioritize capital improvements and preventative maintenance for those roads that provide access to the various boat
ramps throughout the County.

•

Evaluate opportunities to provide additional water access to the Marshyhope Creek and Nanticoke River.

•

Consider hazard risks, both from extreme storm flooding and sea level rise, while designing and siting of any new
public roads or upgrading existing roads.

•

In the implementation of the hazard mitigation, adaptation and resiliency action items set forth throughout this
Comprehensive Plan, the 2017 Hazard Mitigation Plan and the 2017 Flood Mitigation Plan, ensure ongoing
coordination and collaboration of Dorchester County Departments including Emergency Management Division,
Planning & Zoning, and Public Works.

•

Consider the preparation of a Comprehensive County-wide Rails to Trails Plan.
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