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Christianity in Lebanon 

Proportionally, Lebanon has the highest rate of 
Christians in the Middle East. 
 
Before the Christian faith reached the territory of 
Lebanon, Jesus had traveled to its southern parts 
near Tyre where the scripture tells us that he 
cured a possessed Canaanite child. 
 
Saint John Maron, the first Maronite patriarch-
elect, lead his monks into the Lebanese 
mountains to escape emperor Justinian II’s 
persecution, finally settling in the Qadisha Valley. 
 
In the 16th century, the Maronite 
Church adopted the catechism of the Catholic 
Church and merged with it. 



 

 

 

 

Saint Charbel – Bekaa Qafra   

Saint Charbel Makhlouf was a Maronite Monk and 
Priest From Lebanon. 
 
During his life he obtained a wide reputation for 
holiness and he has been canonized by the Catholic 
Church. Many Lebanese Christians pray to God 
through the intercession of Saint Charbel, For Healing. 
 

Youssef Antoun Makhlouf ' was born on May 8, 1828. 
He lived in the village of Bekaa Kafra in 
the Lebanese mountains. 



 
 

Saint Charbel - Anaaya 

Saint Charbel left his family and 
entered the Lebanese Maronite 
order to begin his training as a monk, 
later transferring to the Monastery of 
St. Maron in Annaya. Here he received 
the Religious habit of a monk and took 
the name Charbel. 
 
Charbel was interred at St. Maron's 
Monastery on Christmas Day on 
December 24, 1898. A few months 
after his death, a bright light was seen 
surrounding his tomb and the 
superiors opened it to find his body 
still intact and remains this way even 
today. 



Cedars Of God 

 The forest is said to contain 375 individual 
trees, two claimed to be over 3000 years 
old, ten over 1000 years, and the remainder 
at least centuries-old.  
 
The Lebanon Cedars is described in ancient 
works as the oldest tree in the world. It was 
admired by the Israelites, who brought it to 
their land to build the First and the Second 
temples in Jerusalem. 
 
They are mentioned in the bible as the 
“Cedars of God”. 



Qadisha Valley - Qanoubin Valley 



   
Qadisha Valley - Qanoubin Valley 

Kadisha means "Holy" in Aramic and the valley is 
sometimes called the Holy Valley. It has 
sheltered Christian Monastic communities for 
many centuries. The valley is located at the foot 
of Mount in northern Lebanon. 
 
Since the early centuries of Christianity the Holy 
Valley has served as a refuge for those in search 
of solitude. Historians believe that the Kadisha 
Valley has had monastic communities 
continuously since the earliest years of 
Christianity. It was also at times a destination for 
Muslim mystics who also visited it for meditation 
and solitude. 



Saint Antonios Koshaya 



Saint Antonios Koshaya 

Qozhaya is considered to be one of the oldest 
monasteries of the valley of Qadisha. Several 
hermitages are attached to it and at a certain 
period (probably the 12th Century AD), it has 
been the Seat of the Maronite patriarch. In 
1584, the first printing press of the Middle East 
was installed in this monastery. 
 
In 1708, it was handed down to the newly 
formed Lebanese Maronite Order. It still 
belongs to this important Order. Qozhaya was 
at its pinnacle in the first part of the 19th 
Century with more than 300 monks belonging 
to it. 



Tyre - Where St. Paul prayed on the beach 



St. Paul was in Patara, in southern ancient Asia 
Minor on his way to Jerusalem. At Patara he 
found a ship bound for Phoenicia (modern 
Lebanon). He boarded the ship and it stopped 
at Tyre, an important city of Phoenicia, where 
the ship had to unload cargo.  
 
Paul stayed with the Christian disciples in Tyre 
for a week. The Tyrians did not want Paul to go 
to Jerusalem but Paul went anyway. Everybody 
came out of the city to see Paul’s departure. 
They knelt down on the beach of the 
Mediterranean Sea and prayed, said goodbye 
and Paul boarded the ship. 
 
 

Tyre - Where St. Paul prayed on the beach 



Kings-1 17:8 And the word of the LORD came unto him, 
saying, Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth 
to Sidon, and dwell there: behold, I have commanded a 
widow woman there to sustain thee 
 
When Jezbil, the wife of king Ahab, brought her people 
to worship the idols Prophet Elijah was upset and went 
to King Ahab and told him that in the name of the God 
of Israel, there would be no more dew or rain.  
 
Than Prophet Elijah went to Zarepath (now called 
Sarafand, a village in Sidon) where God ordered an old 
widow to feed him and take care of him. 
 
The son of the widow died and prophet Elijah brought 
him back to life. 
 
 

Sidon - Where God sent prophet Elijah  



Lady Of Wait - Maghdoushi 



According to holy tradition the Holy Virgin 
accompanied her son when he journeyed to Tyre 
and to Sidon. However, as we know, Jewish women 
were not allowed to go into pagan cities. 
Therefore, as Sidon was a Canaanite town and 
therefore pagan, Mary waited for her son in this 
grotto at Magdousheh, for the Roman road which 
ran from Jerusalem to the Lebanese coast passed 
by this village. Here she waited in prayer and 
meditation, from which comes the name Our Lady 
of the Wait. 

 
Subsequently the early Christians transformed this 
grotto into a shrine where they came to honor the 
Virgin and ask for her graces. 

Lady Of Wait - Maghdoushi 



Qana Al Jaleel – Jesus’s First Miracle 



Among Christians and other students 
of the New Testament, Cana is best 
known as the place where, according 
to the Fourth Gospel, Jesus 
performed "the first of his signs", his 
first public Miracle, the turning of a 
large quantity of water into wine at a 
wedding feast (john 2:1-11) when 
the wine provided by the bridegroom 
had run out. 
 

Qana Al Jaleel – Jesus’s First Miracle 



Harissa – Virgin Mary 



 
 
 

Harissa – Virgin Mary 

 It is one of the most important shrines in 
the world honoring Mary, Mother of Jesus. 
The shrine is highlighted by a huge, 15-ton 
bronze statue. It is 8.5 m height, and has a 
diameter of five meters.  
 
The Virgin Mary stretches her hands 
towards Beirut. 
 
The Shrine of Our Lady of Lebanon draws 
millions of faithful both Christians and 
Muslims from all over the world.  



Byblos – The Oldest Continually Inhabited 

City In The World  



Beirut Churches 

 



St. George Greek Orthodox Cathedral 

 



St. Elie & St. Gregory Armenian Catholic Cathedral  



Saint Louis Roman Catholic Church 



St. George Maronite Cathedral 



A warm welcome from Lebanon, we hope you choose your next stay 
with us  

Al-Awael Travel & Tourism… It’s all in our name!  

Kalot Center, 5th Floor / Sami El Soleh Street, Badaro 
P.O. Box : 13-5271 Beirut – Lebanon 

Tel : +961 1 383 014/015/016 
Fax : +961 1 382 235 

Mob: +961 71 274 335 / +961 3 110 161 
E-mail: info@alawael-travel.com 

Web: http://www.alawaeltravelandtourism.com 




