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Our Mission: Many Hands is a women's grantmaking organization committed
to making a lasting impact on the lives of Washington, DC area women,
children, and families in need and to helping its members become well-
informed donors.
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2016 Grantmaking

In 2016, Many Hands 
awarded a total of 
$184,000 in grants. Four 
organizations received 
awards: Reach 
Incorporated ($100,000), 
DC Diaper Bank ($28,000), 
Homestretch ($28,000) 
and Joe’s Movement 
Emporium ($28,000). 

Since 2004, Many Hands 
has distributed $972,000 –
bettering lives and 
strengthening worthy 
organizations in the metro 
DC region.

When 100 women contribute $1,000
each to benefit a single cause, our
collective grant of $100,000 to a
metro DC area nonprofit has a
measurable impact on the lives of
local, underserved women and
children.

Reach, Incorporated



2016 Year in Review
What is new?

Grants Committee & LOI Process
Historically, Many Hands focus 
area committees did the outreach 
to potential grantees using criteria 
established by the Many Hands 
board.  In order to reach more 
organizations in the metro DC area, 
Many Hands established a Grants 
Committee. We implemented a 
process by which we expanded our 
outreach to numerous 
organizations and invited them to 
complete and submit a Letter of 
Inquiry for our review.  This 
change led to a record number of 
applications being received.  Via 
this process, nonprofits provide 
information about their mission, 
some basic financial information 
and a preliminary idea of how they 
would use the grant.  After a 
preliminary review of the LOIs, the 
Grants Committee forwards the 
vetted list to each Focus Area 
Committee (Health, Housing, Job 
Readiness and Education) for 
deeper analysis.

Membership Committee
We have always tried to 
make Many Hands not 
only a rewarding
philanthropic  
experience, but also an 
education in the 
complex needs of 
Washington area  
nonprofits. To that end, 
in 2015, we formed a 
Membership Committee 
to organize numerous 
informative events for 
our current members and 
to create opportunities 
for potential new 
members to learn about 
the work we do. This 
year, the Membership 
Committee has hosted 
two educational forums 
and several new 
members events, 
including one in Northern 
Virginia.

Annual Meeting

A Wider Circle 
2010 Grantee



By the Numbers 2016

140 Letters of 
Intent received

70 members 
served on focus 
area committees

120 members voted at 
the Annual Meeting

$972,000 
granted

41 site visits 
conducted

Our Cumulative Effect: 2004-2016

14 years 
supporting 
metro DC 
organizations

23 nonprofits 
supported

469 donors



2016 Grant Recipients

DC Diaper Bank: ($28,000 grant) DC Diaper Bank works to strengthen families
by providing a reliable and adequate supply of free diapers to families in need
living in the Washington, DC metropolitan area. Using the grant money, DCDB
hired a data impact manager in October 2016 who will help them implement
more effective data measurement and evaluation practices. They hope to have
useful information from this analysis in nine to ten months and use the data in
many ways including securing future funding.

Homestretch: ($28,000 grant) Homestretch empowers homeless Virginia
families to attain permanent housing and self-sufficiency by giving them the
skills, knowledge and hope they need to become productive participants in the
community. Since its inception in 1990, Homestretch has assisted over 1,000
families to achieve stability and self-sufficiency. The aim is to surround the
homeless families with such vigorous support that they can address the
multiple barriers in their path and make as dramatic progress as possible while
they are in Homestretch. Homestretch used the unrestricted $28,000 grant to
provide additional assistance to five families in its program. Homestretch also
recently received an Accelerator Award from the Center for Nonprofit
Advancement.

Reach Incorporated: ($100,000 grant) Reach Incorporated is an out-of-school-
time program that hires teens to be elementary school reading tutors, creating
academic benefit for both the students and their tutors. Mark Hecker, ED of
Reach, noted that the grant has “absolutely been transformative . . . not only
has the grant given us the opportunity to grow the number of participants
served by approximately 50%, but it has provided significant credibility as we
aim to court additional major donors.” Since receiving the grant, Reach has
grown from serving 225 participants at five DC schools to 355 participants at
eight schools. Additionally, Reach has expanded its student-author program
and published an additional four new children’s books written by the program’s
teens. Mr. Hecker remarked that the grant has given many opportunities to new
tutors, citing a teen tutor named Jocelyn as an example. Thanks to the Many
Hands grant, Jocelyn has been given an opportunity to develop her knack for
teaching and has been promoted to lead tutor at EL Haynes PCS.

Joe’s Movement Emporium: ($28,000 grant) Joe’s Movement Emporium is a
performing arts center in Mount Rainier, Maryland that offers programs in
education, production and artist services. Using funds from the unrestricted
Many Hands grant, Joe's was able to add 13 more kids to its Theater Tech
Program. There, they received instruction on building robots which helped hone
their computer, media and theater technology skills. This fall they have started
two programs for high school graduates three days per week and for high
schoolers two evenings per week. These programs feature financial planning,
internships and visits to University of Maryland.



2014 Grant Outcomes

Horton’s Kids: ($100,000 grant) Horton’s  Kids mission is
to educate and empower the children of DC's Ward 8 by 

providing comprehensive, direct services that improve the
quality of their daily lives and nurture their desire and 
ability to succeed. Horton’s Kids used the grant to update 
their curriculum and teaching materials to the new Common
Core standards that were instituted in the 2014 – 2015 
school year. They purchased laptops, smart tablets, 
non-fiction books and trained their tutors in new literacy 
systems.  The program has helped many children like 
Tornae (see inset). Last summer, Tornae was terribly dis-
couraged to learn she had to repeat 7th grade. Horton's Kids staff and several 
volunteers helped Tornae stay optimistic. After returning to school in the fall, she 
worked hard. She paid attention in class, got help with her homework at Horton's 
Kids' Community Resource Center, and worked with her tutors to improve her 
reading skills. The result? Tornae was listed on the honor roll in her most recent 
report card. "This year I am most proud of my grades and making honor roll. I 
worked really hard," she said. 

Crossway Community: ($23,000 grant) Crossway's vision of truly transformative
education is grounded in the understanding that real change addresses the
multiple and complex needs of all families, including education, housing, financial
literacy, parenting skills, career development, health and safety. Residents live,
learn, and work together, providing both mothers and their children with high-
quality housing, education, and mentoring simultaneously, in one place.

Mercy Health Clinic: ($23,000 grant) Mercy Health Clinic (MHC) serves
uninsured, low-income adult residents of Montgomery County and is committed to
providing high quality medical care, health education and pharmaceuticals to
eligible patients free of charge. Mercy used the funds to implement permanent
revisions to their service delivery model that directly, and positively impacted
women at risk of heart disease. The funds from this grant enabled Mercy’s Clinical
Director to allocate more time to patient visits resulting in improved managed care
and has helped to cover some of the costs of their Nutrition Counseling programs.

Transitional Housing Corporation (now Housing Up): ($23,000 grant) Transitional
Housing Corporation provides housing and comprehensive support services to
homeless and at-risk families so that they can make transformational changes in
their lives. Housing Up used the grant toward the Community Space
Redevelopment (indoor and outdoor courtyard) of its residential Partner Arms
complex which is a space for providing youth enrichment, life skills and clinical
programs. In addition, the outdoor space offers a natural, open air environment for
the residents. By January 2016, all of the renovation work had been completed,
fully furnished and equipped with computers to begin educational services in the
redeveloped space.

Horton’s Kids


