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End the Trafficking of Children
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Mr. Perriello, Mr. Platts, Mr. McGovern, Mr. Upton, Ms. Eshoo, Mr. McDermott, Mr. Kirk

Dear Colleague:

It is estimated that over 150 million children around the world are victims of human trafficking. A human
rights violation of this magnitude against the most vulnerable members of our societies demands
aggressive and innovative action. That is why we would like to invite you to join us as cosponsors of
H.R. 2737, the   Child Protection Compact Act of 2009  (CPCA), which can be found at
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=111_cong_bills&docid=f:h2737ih.txt.pdf
<http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=111_cong_bills&docid=f:h2737ih.txt.pdf>
. 

This legislation constitutes a major advance in the eradication of trafficking and the exploitation of children
in developing countries by focusing our efforts in countries of greatest need and greatest potential for
impact. By providing additional expertise and resources for law enforcement, prosecutions, victim care,
and data collection systems, and by motivating host governments to contribute their own resources and
expertise, we hope both to end the victimization of children and to encourage governments that take such
eradication seriously.

The CPCA, to be administered by the State Department's Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in
Persons, would supplement the Trafficking Office's current efforts to provide anti-trafficking assistance
around the world. It would expand current efforts by designating a few, select   focus countries, 
developing anti-trafficking of children strategies and programs targeted on the country's particular
challenges, and working with them to meet eradication goals with technical and financial assistance. 

Focus countries would be selected on the basis of criteria listed in the CPCA, including a documented
need for assistance to combat child trafficking, a demonstrated, sustained commitment by the government
to address the problem, and the capacity of the host country to utilize additional resources effectively.
Each focus country would negotiate a   Child Protection Compact  with the United States
Government. The Compact would identify strategies for protecting children from trafficking and

Page  1

http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=111_cong_bills&docid=f:h2737ih.txt.pdf


exploitation, for apprehending and successfully prosecuting perpetrators, and for preventing future abuses
through effective law enforcement. 

The Compacts' provisions would have to include measures to ensure accountability and transparency in
the use of funding and the achievement of established goals. They would also include means to ensure the
sustainability of Compact initiatives once the Compact term has ended. Each Compact would establish a
3-year joint plan between the focus country and the United States, and the U.S. contribution could not
exceed $15,000,000 for a country over the 3-years. The total authorization for the CPCA for Fiscal
Years 2010   2012 would be $50 million.

We hope that you will join us in supporting this new initiative to end the trafficking of children. Please
contact Allison Hollabaugh at Allison.Hollabaugh@mail.house.gov in my office or Orly Isaacson at
Orly.Isaacson@mail.house.gov in Mrs. Maloney's office to become a cosponsor. 

Sincerely, 

/s/ 
/s/ 
CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH
Member of Congress
CAROLYN B. MALONEY
Member of Congress
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