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Certain kinds of colorful insignia popularly called  “coats of
arms” belong to the field of armory, or  heraldry. In 1988
Canada established its own heraldic authority, but the United
States has none. Although heraldry has no legal or official
status in the U.S, signs of heraldry are all around us, in cor-
porate logos, the packaging of commercial products, signs
and advertisements, seals of government agencies, flags of
states, and many other everyday places. It is commonplace
for designs in the contemporary world to consist of medieval
shields, helmets, crests (the devices on top of helmets), and
other heraldic elements.

However, heraldry itself is very misunderstood. Although her-
aldry began with knights and nobility, today personal her-
aldry is not just for aristocrats. Neither do coats of arms be-
long to family names. To comprehend our continuing heral-
dic heritage, culturally, artistically and historically, it is nec-
essary to examine the long and distinguished history which
heraldry has had in Europe. For this, we can do no better than
turn to the Scottish heraldic tradition.

Scotland is the country which has the most dynamic and vital heraldry in the world today. There has been
more heraldry in Scotland since the beginning of the 20th  century than in all prior Scottish history. It is the
only country in which the government strictly regulates the use of heraldry as a matter of law. It is also the
only country where there is still a functioning heraldic court, and a government lawyer who prosecutes
violations of heraldic law. In Scotland, a representative of the sovereign, the Lord Lyon King of Arms, still
grants coats of arms both to individuals and to corporate bodies.

Although the familiar Scottish crest badge may be used by all clansmen to show allegiance to the clan, it is
not in fact a “clan crest.” The crest badge is formed by enclosing the crest of the clan chief, the device on top
of the helmet in the chief’s coat of arms, within a strap and buckle devise with the chief’s motto on it. As
mentioned earlier, there is in fact no such thing as a “family coat of arms” or “family crest”. Coats of arms
are owned by individuals and are hereditary. Under Scottish law, no one may use another’s arms without
permission.

While there is no such thing as a family coat of arms, in Scotland, coats of arms of persons having the same
surname will generally bear some resemblance in terms of design and color. Often the resemblance is based
on the coat of arms of a clan chief, or head of a family. Thus, it is frequently possible to know a person’s
surname or clan affiliation by looking at his or her personal coat of arms. The chief or head of the family is
the only person who is entitled to the most basic form of a the arms, the “plain undifferenced arms.” Other
people having the same surname, including the chief’s relatives, must modify the plain coat in some way.
This is called “differencing”. (continued on  page 15 )

Some Heraldry Basics
by Jeffrey Johnstone

Photo by Jack Barker

 Rt. Hon. Mr. Robin Blair, Lord Lyon King of Arms
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Clan badge  designs, copyright
Romilly Squire & Gaelic Themes

   I wish to thank all members
of the Spur and Phoenix Team
for their help in this newslet-
ter.  If you have articles, re-
ports or photos you would
like to submit, please send
them to me or to Jeff
Johnstone.  This is your news-
letter!
       Jackie Johnston,Editor
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Please  contact CJA
if you  have a  change
of address.  For each
incorrect address,
the Postal Service
charges 70 cents to
give us  the correct
address.

Visit us at
www.clanjohnston.org



President’s Letter

We are now well into another season of Scottish events. In
this issue of our newsletter you will find information about
events in which Clan Johnston/e in America will be partici-
pating throughout the United States and Canada, as well as
contact information for each event; it is also posted on our
web site clanjohnston.org.

This is the first issue of the Spur & Phoenix published under
the direction of our new Newsletter Editor, Jackie Johnston
of Maple Plain, Minnesota. Jackie has put a great deal of
effort into this issue, and I am sure that you will enjoy it. If
you would like to help with the newsletter by writing ar-
ticles, proofreading or contributing in any other way, please
contact Jackie at jackiejohnston@mchsi.com or me at
jeff@clanjohnston.org.

Clan Johnston/e in America also has a new Genealogist, Bar-
bara Hockman of Shawnee, and Kansas. Council Member
Joe Johnston of Ottawa, Ontario, is our Canadian genealogy
specialist. Also serving on the Genealogy Committee is
Suzanne Johnston of Danville, California, who is, in addi-
tion, the coordinator of the DNA genealogy project.

Will Johnstone of Denver, Colorado, has been helping us to
develop and maintain our web site. Will is a Senior Web Sys-
tems Developer for Regis University, and his help will cer-
tainly enable us to add many new and useful features to our
home on the Internet and presence in the world.

Please note the address label on the back page of your Spur
& Phoenix. The label tells the date through which your dues
are paid. If you move, please notify our Registrar, Daniel
Johnson. The U.S. Postal Service charges us for each incor-
rectly addressed piece of mail. Dan’s address is listed in the
Spur & Phoenix.

We are asking our Canadian members to make dues checks
payable to and send their dues to Council Member Carol
Koeslag in Peterborough, Ontario. Our U.S. bank is charg-
ing several dollars to cash each Canadian check. Carol’s ad-
dress is listed inside this issue.

If you are a renewing member and would like a new member-
ship card, please let Registrar Dan Johnson know when you
pay your dues. As an economy measure, we will only send
membership cards to new members and members who spe-
cifically request cards.

As mentioned in my previous President’s letter, this year
our Annual General Meeting will held be at the Longs Peak
Scottish/Irish Highland Festival in Estes Park, Colorado.
The dates of the Festival are September 9-12, 2004 and
information about the Festival is contained in this issue of
the Spur & Phoenix, as well as on the Festival’s web site

www.scotfest.com. A schedule of events is also posted on
our web site. The Long’s Peak Festival is one of the pre-
mier Scottish events in North America, and I certainly hope
that as many members as possible will attend. Our AGM
committee has been working hard to make the event a memo-
rable one.

Your attendance at the AGM is very important to address
important issues affecting CJA’s future as an organization.
We are separating the business portion of the AGM from
the banquet to better focus on business matters and not
conflict with the banquet and the numerous festival activi-
ties afterwards. Like several other clan organizations, we
hold the business meeting on Friday afternoon from 3:00
p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Please try to arrange your plans to arrive
in Estes Park in time. We are asking Council members to
arrive on Thursday, so that we may conduct important CJA
business before the AGM. We need everyone’s coopera-
tion to make the AGM program work. Then, on Saturday,
everyone will be free to enjoy the activities of the Festival
and the camaraderie of our CJA banquet.

Proxies for the AGM will go out in July. If you will not be
attending the AGM, please mail back your proxy promptly,
as we will need proxies to establish a quorum for our AGM.
Without a quorum, the AGM cannot legally make any de-
cisions or approve any action.

Along with the proxies we will be sending a summary of
proposed new By-Laws, and how they compare to our ex-
isting By-Laws. At the AGM, the Council will ask our
members to approve the proposed new By-Laws. We will
also ask our members to consider an increase in dues, as
CJA’s dues have not changed in many years and have not
kept pace with increases in our expenses.

Please  remember that contributions to Clan Johnston/e in
America are tax deductible.

Meanwhile, I look forward to seeing many of you as pos-
sible this season. Let’s all have a great time celebrating our
Scottish heritage!

Yours aye,

Jeffrey M. Johnstone
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   This is a delightful novel about a middle aged American,
Jean Abbott, who learns that  her husband of over 20 years
had been unfaithful to her. In her pain and anger, she goes
to Scotland to try to track down a lost ancestor and give
herself time to think. She travels to this quaint little island,
Eilean Dubh, and falls in love with the people, the
language and culture, and meets the handsome Darroch.
Darroch is also known as the Laird of the island but he
won’t have anything to do with that “Laird nonsense”.
Jean’s life is filled with music and meaningfull relation-
ships with the local population. She even learns “the
gaelic”. She finds herself in love and happy but still legally
married. Does she get a divorce and stay in this wonderful
place or return to her husband, grown children and the life
she has always known?   I will leave that to the readers to
discover.
   The book has a glossary of gaelic words to assist the
reader and contains some original music as well. The Royal
Scottish Country Dance Society of Minnesota developed
an original dance to go with the music. This book was well
received in the Scottish community but would be enjoyed
by anyone who has a love of Scotland. The island is
mythical but it is representative of island life today.
   There is some adult subject  matter so this is not recom-
mended reading for children.
   Audrey McClellan is a new Minnesota author and
received a grant from the Minnesota St. Andrew’s Society
to assist with the publication of her  first book. Westering
Home and it’s sequel The White Rose of Scotland are
available at most bookstores.

(If you have a favorite book with a Scottish theme and
would like to write a review, please submit it for future
publication.)

Readers’Corner
Westering Home

by Audrey McClellan

Book review by Jackie Johnston

Want to make CJA something special? Why not get
involved? Anyone with a desire to be a reporter or
author is encouraged to lend a hand with the News-
letter Committee. Or is genealogy your passion? Then
consider helping on the genealogy database com-
mittee. If leadership is your strength, then there may
be a position for you on the Council. If any of the
above fit you, please contact Larry Edwards, Vice
President and make your wishes know. A place will
be found for you to help make CJA even greater.

Make It Special!

Such was the society, much the same on both sides of the
Border, which produced the popular poetry of the Border
ballads, transmitted by word of mouth from one generation
to another. Many of the stanzas took the shape we know in
the days of Elizabeth and Mary Queen of Scots. These bal-
lads, almost always tragic, describe such incidents of life
and death as were of daily occurrence in those regions. Ut-
terly different from the songs and poetry of Shakespeare’s
more gentle England, are these rough outpourings of the
sombre north. A pair of lovers in south English song or bal-
lad run a fair chance of ‘living happily ever afterwards’. But
to assume the part of a lover in a Border ballad is a desper-
ate undertaking. No father, mother, brother or rival will have
pity before it is too late. Like the Homeric Greeks, the
Borderers were cruel and barbarous men, slaying each other
like beasts of the forest, but high in pride and honour and
rough faithfulness: and they were also (what men no longer
are) untaught natural poets, able to express in words of power
the inexorable fate of man and woman, and pity for the cru-
elties they nevertheless constantly inflicted on one another.

(From English Social History, Pearson Education
Limited, printed with permission)

George Macaulay Trevelyan
The Border Ballads

CJA
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Dr. David Pittman Johnson, son of
Calvin Leonard Johnson, PhD(Hon)
and Charles Bernice Cagle was born
July 29, 1936 in Nashville, Tennes-
see. He departed this life on
Monday, March 8, 2004.

David received a Bachelor of
Science in Education from
Huntingdon College in Montgom-
ery, and went on to receive Master¹s
and Doctorate degrees in Social
Work from Tulane University in
New Orleans. He served as of
Clinical Services at Montgomery
Mental Health Center, and then
went on to become a Professor at
the University of Alabama in the
Master¹s Program. He also had a
small private practice. He was an
active member Holy Trinity Holy
Cross Orthodox Church in Bir-
mingham.

For over three decades David was
the driving force behind The
American College of Heraldry, a
Chartered, non-profit body estab-
lished in 1972, with the aim of
aiding in the study and perpetuation
of heraldry in the United States and
abroad, of which he was President.
He was a Colonel in the Alabama
State Defense Force, and was
recently appointed Chief of Staff,
Headquarters. He was affiliated with
numerous organizations, including:
Knight Grand Cross of the Imperial
Order of the Star of Honour of
Ethiopia; Grand Officer of the
Imperial Ethiopian Order of the
Lion; Knight of The Military Order
of the Vitez; and Knight of St.
Michael of the Wing. David was
instrumental in the reestablishment
of the Malta Obedience of the

                Honorary Member both of
the Collegium Heraldicum Russiae
(The Russian College of Arms) and
of the Russian Heraldry Society;
Founder Companion of the Most
Honorable Legion of the Eagle; and
Member of the Military Society of
the Wild Geese, Noble Officer
Corps.

He was a founding director of the
Society of Scottish Armigers, served
as its Vice-Chairman, and was one of
only three Fellows of the Society. He
belonged to the Clan Johns(t)on
Society, and was a member of
Alabama Society of Sons of the
American Revolution. David was the
recipient of the 2003 Whiting Award
presented by The International
Society for Philosophical Enquiry to
publicly acknowledge his significant
cultural contributions through his
work in the field of Heraldry. He was
also recently selected as a Mentor for
the ISPE.

He leaves behind a wife Linda, sons
Michael and Chris, along with a host
of relatives and friends who will miss
him dearly.

The family has asked that, in lieu of
flowers, those wishing to do so may
make donations to The American
College of Heraldry Endowment
Fund, PO Box 1899, Little Rock, AR
72203-1899, in David¹s name.

Military and Hospitaller Order of St.
Lazarus of Jerusalem, serving the
Grand Bailiwick as Commander of
the Commandery of Alabama and
advisor to the Grand Bailiff, and rose
to the rank of Knight Commander in
that Obedience. He was a Fellow of
The Society of Antiquaries of
Scotland;

Flowers of the Forest
We have the sad news of reporting the passing of two of our

members, Mrs. Marilyn Watts of Tucker, GA, and Dr. David
Pittman Johnson of Tuscaloos, AL.  Our condolances to their
families. An obituary for Dr. Johnson is printed here.

Dr. David Pittman  Johnson

Cead Mile Failte
A hundred thousand welcomes
to our new members!

Mr. Jimmy Wayne Hood III,
Suanee, GA

Mr. & Mrs. Jason Thomas
Johnston, Doraville, GA

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Joseph
Johnston, Elm Mott, TX

Mr. & Mrs. Wesley Scott
Johnston, Euless, TX

Ms. Stephanie Johnston,
Glasgow, KY

Tartan Day 2004

Tartan Day was celebrated in many cit-
ies throughout the USA.  CJA mem-
bers were in attendence at many of
them.

In Minnesota, there was a celebration
at the State Capitol and a Tartan Ball.
CJA members participating in these
events were Dennis, Jackie, Nick, Dee,
Serinity, and Jennifer Johnston as well
as Ron and Alma Kincaid and Earl and
Sharon Maynard.

Next year, send us your Tartan Day
photos and share with us how you cel-
ebrated Tartan Day.

CJA State Commissioner Dennis Johnston
with daughter Dee  and grand-daughters
Serenity and Jennifer Johnston.
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A Call for Volunteers

Let the Games Begin!  When you read this the
Summer Games will have begun and I hope you
will attend as many of them as your schedule al-
lows.  The activities are always entertaining, and
renewing old friendships or meeting new members
of Clan Johnston/e is stimulating.  Perhaps this is
the year to become more involved in our Clan ac-
tivities by marching in the Parade of Clans or help-
ing out in the CJA tent.  If you are already doing
these things—GREAT!  If not, what is stopping
you?
 
An organization like ours is successful only if its
members are active participants.  If you want to
promote CJA there are many opportunities to be-
come involved.  Hosting a CJA tent at one or more
of your favorite Games is a good way to begin. 
Or you can help others to “put our best foot for-
ward” by serving as a State or Provincial Com-
missioner.  And there is always a need for enthusi-
astic new members on the Council.  No matter
which role you choose to play, we all need to be
on the lookout for new members.  Recruiting is
everybody’s job!
 
If any of this sounds interesting to you there are
guidelines for hosting a Clan tent, and for serving
as a State/Provincial Commissioner, in the March
2004 issue of this newsletter.  If you need printed
materials to pass out at the Games in you area just
let me know and I’ll send what we have.  At present
there are only 14 State Commissioner; they are
listed below.  Our goal is to have a Commissioner
in every state and Canadian Province.  The people
in these positions are coordinators for our recruit-
ing effort; their job is to assist the tent hosts who
are on the front lines signing up new members at
the Games.
 

 

If you need to contact any of these State Commis-
sioners you can call or e-mail me for an address.
 
Arizona—Kathleen Sloan                       
British Columbia—Hugh Ian Johnston
Colorado—Diane Coblentz
Connecticut—Cathleen H. Quirion Johnstone
Florida—Sue Johnstone Joiner
Georgia—Dennis Watts 
Kentucky ---Melissa Johnston Molnar
Massachusetts—Michael Preble
Maine—Daniel Johnson                            
Minnesota—Dennis W. Johnston                          
New Hampshire—Margot Johnston           
New Mexico—Dale Wheeler
Rhode Island—Lee Johnston                   
Vermont—Bartlett Johnston
Virginia—Kathy Bailey Mathae               
Washington—Robert Johnston
 
Let’s all have a great summer and try to bring 50
new members into our Clan family by Labor Day.

Clan Aye, Jim Johnston, National Membership
Commissioner

 

Volunteers hosting the CJAtent at the 2000
        Longs Peak Scottish/Irish Highland Festival

in Estes Park, Colorado.

Join the Fun!
Host a Clan Tent.

Photo by Jackie Johnston
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Clan Johnston/e in America

Calendar of Events

6/3-6/2004   Glasgow Highland Games,  Barren River State Resort Park, Glasgow, KY

Hosted by: Paul and Jackie Johnson
Contact: Melissa Johnston Molnar,   e-mail: bellecenter@excite.com

6/5/2004     Southern New Hampshire Games, Greenfield, NH
Contacts: Arthur and Margot Johnston,  e-mail: lucknbooth@aol.com

6/21-24/2004 Johnston/e World Gathering , Moffat, Scotland,  Fully subscribed

6/26/2004    Pike’s Peak Highland Games and Celtic Festival, Equestrian Center,Colorado Springs, CO
Contact: Diane Coblentz, e-mail: kdcoblentz@juno.com

 6/26/2004    Ohio Scottish Games, Oberlin College, Oberlin, OH
Contact: Melissa Johnston Molnar,  e-mail: bellecenter@excite.com

7/10/2004    Minnesota Scottish Fair and Highland Games, Dakota County Fairgrounds,Farmington, MN
Contact: Dennis Johnston,  e-mail: jackiejohnston@mchsi.com

7/10-11/2004 Grandfather Mountain Highland Games, MacRae Meadows, Linville, NC
 Contact: Jim & Grace Johnston,  e-mail: jimjgrace@triad.rr.com

7/10-11/2004 Highland Games and Scottish Faire, Mount Vernon, WA
                       Contact: James K. Johnston, e-mail: jas.k.john@worldnet.att.net

7/17/2004    Glasgow Lands Scottish Festival, Stanley Park, Western Avenue,Westfield, MA
Contact: Daniel Johnson, e-mail: danjohnbarra@hotmail.com

7/24/2004    Highlands of Durham Games,Uxbridge, ONT www.highlandsofdurhamgames.com/
Contact: Carol Koeslag, Telephone: (705) 741-4185

7/30-8/1/2004 Seattle Scottish Games, Enumclaw, WA
Contact: Rob Johnston, e-mail: jrj@tenforward.com

7/31/2004    Glengarry Highland Games, Maxville, ONT www.glengarryhighlandgames.com/
                      Contact: Carol Koeslag,Telephone: (705) 741-4185

8/14/2004    Whidbey Island Games, Greenbank, WA
Contact: James K. Johnstone,e-mail: jas.k.john@worldnet.att.net

8/14-15/2004 Fergus Highland Games,Fergus, ONT
Contact: Carol Koeslag, Telephone: (705) 741-4185

8/21/2004    Maine Highland Games, Thomas Point Beach, Brunswick, Maine
 Contact: Daniel Johnson, e-mail: danjohnbarra@hotmail.com

9/9-12/2004  Longs Peak Scottish/Irish Highland Festival Recreation Fields, Estes Park, Colorado
www.scotfest.com, 2004 Clan Johnston/e in America AGM
           Clan Johnston/e members will be staying at the Inn at Estes Park www.innatestespark.com
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Those among us who are genealogist know how im-
portant documentation is. Being able to prove the link
from one generation to the next is what keeps this hobby
both exciting and frustrating.  My own road to discov-
ering whether the family legend that we were of Scot-
tish heritage produced a number of “altered” histori-
cal facts.  My g-great-grandfather Daniel Johnston
turned out to really be David B. Johnston and my g-
grandmother’s birth year appears to be quite a bit later
than what those in the family believed.  It also appears
that her name is not Anna Ruth but Ruth Anna.  (I still
refer to her as Anna Ruth as that is apparently what she
preferred.)  However, the legend that we are of Scot-
tish ancestry is accurate and can be documented.

So what constitutes proof?  The standard among gene-
alogists is a document produced at the time an event
happens by someone who had personal knowledge of
the event.  So, are court documents “proof”? We tend
think of all court documents as being “proof” but even
these contain many errors.

Birth certificates are accurate to the point that the
mother and/or doctor reported the information.  I have
a friend whose name on his birth certificate is differ-
ent than what his mother named him.  Seems the doc-
tor did not like the name she had chosen and had a
different one reported on the birth certificate.  And I
am sure that as more and more of us turn to DNA test-
ing to try and prove our descent we will find that those
we thought to be our fathers do not match up. The in-
accuracy of death certificates is really amazing.  About
the only item that is conclusive on it is the death date
and even that can be questionable at times.

So how is your documentation?  Can you produce
“proof” that does not raise more questions than it an-
swers?  Do you need to revisit some of your documents
and look at them critically; asking who gave the infor-
mation and how long after the fact was the document
produced?  Have you really proven your link back to
the next generation?

You know, I’m secure in my proof of Johnston Scottish
heritage.  Now, if I could only prove the legends of a
castle and Mary Queen of Scots.  Is it fact or fiction?
Only good documentation will tell!

By Barbara Hockman
Genealogy

News

Exciting plans are in
the works for the ge-
nealogy fans within

the clan.  Currently the records submitted to the
clan genealogist are not easily searched and our
hopes are to improve that in the future.  We’ve
been brainstorming ideas for providing an outlet
for those who are looking for answers to their ge-
nealogical brick walls. Eventually we hope to
have an on-line database that members can re-
search, but unfortunately, that is going to take
quite a lot of work and is some time off.

We are going to need a number of people to help
us record data that will eventually make up the
on-line database.  If you have a computer pro-
gram that produces gedcom files and would be
willing to transcribe data, we would like to hear
from you.  Send an e-mail to
Barbjhockman@yahoo.com telling us your will-
ingness to participate and what computer program
you have.

Along that line, in the past some data was sent to
members to be transcribed and they were never
sent back to the Clan Genealogist.  If you have
those records, would you please let us know?

Until we can get the records into a more acces-
sible format, we will publish queries for our mem-
bers on a space available basis.  Keep your que-
ries as brief as possible but detailed enough that
members understand the question.  Mail your
queries to Clan Johnston/e Queries, 6927 Rene
Court, Shawnee, KS 66216.
Only those queries submitted by members will
be published.

Watch for Joe Johnston’s article
on gathering information on
tombstones in the next issue of
the Spur & Phoenix.
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2004 Annual General Meeting in Colorado

Planning is well underway for the 2004 Clan Johnston/e
in America Annual General Meeting.  As it was four years
ago in 2000, the AGM this year will be held in conjunc-
tion with the Long’s Peak Scottish-Irish Highland Festi-
val, in beautiful Estes Park, Colorado.

The small resort town of Estes Park perches at an altitude
of over 8000 feet of altitude, at the entrance to Rocky
Mountain National Park in the heart of the Colorado
Rockies.  The local scenery is, to put it mildly, breathtak-
ing.  The Long’s Peak Highland Festival, held in Estes
Park every year the weekend following Labor Day, has
emerged as one of the premier Scottish heritage events in
the United States, with attendance in excess of 60,000.

The Planning Committee has put together a schedule that
we think will allow the maximum enjoyment of the festi-
val as well as the opportunity to meet and mingle with
Clan members from all over North America, and to catch
up on CJA activities and business.  One innovation in the
schedule this year is the timing of the AGM itself.  In
response to suggestions from a number of Clan members
who felt that combining the AGM with the banquet made
for a very long Saturday evening, we have scheduled the
AGM for Friday afternoon at 3:00 p.m. at the Inn at Estes,
the AGM hotel.  The AGM will review some very impor-
tant issues, so attendance by as many members as pos-
sible is urged.  The AGM will be followed at 5:00 p.m. by
a reception and social hour, also at the Inn.  Friday
Evening, the Festival Tattoo will feature recognition of
the honored clans for this year’s Festival, and Clan
Johnston/e is one of these.   All CJA members will want
to attend the Tattoo to see President Jeff J. arrive by horse-
drawn carriage!

Saturday’s festival activities begin with one of the high-
lights of the weekend, the parade.  It will include pipe bands,
dogs, and other groups, but it will feature the various clan
groups.  Any and all Clan Johnston/e members are urged to
don their tartan and join us as we march through downtown
Estes Park. Saturday evening features the Banquet and the
main focus of the evening activities has been shifted to so-
cialization and enjoying the company of our fellow clan
members.  Please read over the AGM/Festival Schedule,
attached, for more details.

There is a registration fee of $5 per person for the AGM
itself ($15 maximum per family), and the fee for the ban-
quet is $30 per person.  An AGM/banquet registration form
accompanies this article, please fill it out with the names of
all the people you’d like to register, detach and send it with
payment (make checks to “Clan Johnston/e in America”)
to:

Billye Tellinger
7473 Dale Court
Westminster, CO 80030

Phone: 303-427-6769
e-mail: billyet@juno.com

The deadline for AGM registration is August 1, 2004.  Please
remember also that the deadline for room reservations at
the Inn at Estes is August 5. After that date any remaining
rooms will be released, and we can tell you that all rooms
in Estes Park for the Festival weekend are already booked.
If you’re thinking of coming, PLEASE reserve a room soon!
The Inn at Estes has a toll-free phone number, 1-800-458-
1182, and their email address is:  innatep@frii.com.  When
you call, be sure to mention that you’re coming for the CJA
AGM.

 Registration for all Festival activities can be done directly
through the Festival Ticket office, at:

Longs Peak Scottish/Irish Highland Festival, Inc.
P.O. Box 1820
Estes Park, Colorado  80517

e-mail: info@scotfest.com
fax: 1-970-586-5328
Tickets can also be ordered online at  www.scotfest.com/
tickets

Everyone on the Planning Committee and all the Colorado
Clan members are looking forward to welcoming our Clan
sisters and brothers to our beautiful mountains, please join
us!
This article was submitted by Steve Tilson..

CJA at Estes Park in 2000

Come Join Us!

Photo by Jackie Johnston
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Combined Schedule for the
2004 Clan Johnston/e in America [CJA] Annual General Meeting and the

2004 Long’s Peak Scottish-Irish Highland Festival
September 9-12, 2004, Estes Park, Colorado

*Please note the distinction between activities labeled “Festival”, which are part of the Long’s Peak High-
land Festival, and those that are labeled “CJA”, which are specific to the Clan Johnston/e in America
meeting.   Most of the CJA activities will be located at the Inn at Estes, while Festival activities will be on
the Festival Field  or at nearby venues.

Friday, September 10:

-Festival Field and CJA Clan Tent open from Noon to 5:00 PM

-2004 CJA  Annual General Meeting, 3:00 to 5:00 PM, Inn  at Estes, Lakeview Room

-CJA Reception, Social Hour, 5:00 to 6:30 PM, Inn at Estes, Lakeview Room

Festival Evening Activities:

 -Festival Tattoo Estes 2004, 7:30 PM, Festival Field

-Festival Folk Concert, 7:30 PM, Holiday Inn

-Festival Celtic New Year’s Concert, 7:30 PM, YWCA Auditorium

-Festival Ceilidh (Celtic New Year’s Party), 9:00 PM, Holiday Inn

Saturday, September 11:

-Festival Parade, downtown Estes Park, 9:30 AM (gather at 8:30 AM)

-Festival Field and CJA Clan Tent Open, 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM

-Festival Opening Ceremonies, Parade of Clans, Noon, Main Stage, Festival Field

-CJA Cocktail Hour, 6:00 PM, Inn at Estes, Aspen Room

-CJA 2004 Banquet, Report to Members, 7:00 PM, Inn at Estes, Aspen Room

*Festival Evening Activities Schedule same as for Friday evening

Sunday, September 12:

-Festival Field and CJA Clan Tent Open, 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM

-Festival Parade of Clans, Kirkin’o’Tartans Service, 11:50 AM, Main Stage, Festival Field

-Festival Closing Ceremonies, 4:30 PM, Main Stage, Festival Field

-Festival Last Post, Pipe Bands, Festival Champion Awards,  7:00 PM, Festival Field

-Festival Honored Guest Cocktail Hour, followed by Honored Guest Dinner, 7:30 PM, Holiday Inn

Clan Johnston/e is an Honored Clan at the Festival this year!
(See the Registration form on for CJA  events on the back  cover.)
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The fantastic band Scocha consists of Iain Scott and David Chapman from the town of Hawick in the beautiful Scottish
Borders.  Iain and David had been acquaintances for many years before an accidental singing incident changed their lives!

The guys were hanging out in jovial company in a local pub when the gang of friends began singing local songs.  Gradually
the rest of the company stopped singing when they heard the haunting harmonies coming from Iain and David.  The
overwhelming consensus in the pub that night was that they had just witnessed the beginnings of something very special
indeed

Over the next few months, Iain and David practiced their craft at every available opportunity.  They built up their repertoire
and began to develop the unique Scocha sound.  Eventually they started to do the odd gig, some of which were very odd!
They fondly remember many nights in the back of a friend’s car travelling along remote country lanes, trying to find the even
more remote village hall where they were to entertain the locals!  These nights were invariably a huge success, and other
offers of gigs began to flood in.

Their fame has increased tremendously over the past couple of years.  Initially they were invited to the odd rugby dinner and
then began the Burns Supper circuit.  They were then approached by Border Television and were asked to contribute to a
series about the proud Border Clan families.  They were booked to provide one song for the series, but the director was so
impressed that he asked Scocha to record the theme song for the whole series.  The song, “The Rolling Hills of the
Borders,” has since become their signature tune and something of an anthem for the Scottish Borders.

When a second series of “Clans,” was made, Scocha were in all six of the programmes and a video featuring them was
released due to popular demand!  They then appeared in the third series of Clans, which was broadcast on ITV recently.

As a result of their popularity in “Clans,” their debut CD was released in 2001.  It features traditional Border ballads, many of
which Scocha saved from obscurity and perform in their unique and energetic way. The sales of their first CD Bordering on…
have amazed them, and they are constantly being asked when the next one is due out.  They had hoped it would sell well, but
never anticipated such huge demand.  The CD is now the best-selling CD ever locally produced in the Borders.  It also has
been selling all over the world via the Internet as has their video, Songs of the Border.  Iain and David are fiercely proud of
their Border origins.  Music has always played a great part in their lives, especially with Hawick Common Riding featuring so
prominently in the year. More recently, Scocha have featured on BBC Scotland’s Inside Scotland program.

Scocha are currently working on material for their next CD, The Land We Love, which they hope to release in the very near
future.  The band has also written and recorded an anthem, The Borders, for the new Borders professional Rugby team,
which they perform live at most home games. They are regularly joined on stage by their great friend and brilliant bass player
Phil Clayton.

The appeal of Scocha is tremendous.  It is their musical talent and beautiful harmonies combined with humour and friendly
banter that keep their audiences enthralled.  They have the ability to bring traditional Scottish music to audiences of all ages.
Through their music, they are introducing the young to the culture and history of the Borders and are keeping alive the
memories of the older generations.  Scocha go from strength to strength, and their next album will be testament to how far
they have come. Scocha have their own websiteat www.scocha.com. Check it out to find out more about the talented
twosome!

Contact Details
Ellis Music Management

TML Offices
Bath Street

Hawick
Scottish Borders

TD9 7DP
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An Old Cameronian was submitted
by Jeff Johnstone as an interesting
sort of antidote to the kind of Scot-
tish attire we usually see at Scottish
Games in the US.

It is from the July 2001 Dumfries and
Galloway Family History Society
Newsletter  and  used with permis-
sion.

CJA

Did You Know?

Which of the following military
units uses the motto Nunquam
Non Paratus?

A.Canadian Air Force: 2 Air
Movements  Squadron

B.Royal Navy (U.K.): 800 Na-
val Air Squadron

Actually, the answer is …both!
These two military units use the
same motto as that of the Chief
of Johnston/es, the Earl of
Annandale and Hartfell, which
is also used on the crest badge
worn by Johnston/e clansmen

and clanswomen.
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The  Right  Honourable  Mr.  Robin
Blair,  Lord  Lyon  King of  Arms,
Jackie Johnston, CJA Newsletter
Editor,  Dennis Johnston,  Minne-
sota CJA State Commissioner.

Photo by Jack Barker

It was an exciting two days when the Right Honorable Mr. Robin Blair, the Lord Lyon  King of Arms visited Minnesota on
February 22 and 23.  The visit was sponsored by the St. Andrew’s Society of Minnesota and members of all the Scottish
organizations in the state were invited to meet him.

The first event was a Kirkin’ o’  the Tartan held at The House of Hope Presbryterian Church in St. Paul.  The Lord Lyon
assisted in the ceremony.  This is a unique American tradition for people of Scottish descent, and he said he found it quite
moving.

After the church service, there was a reception in the Kirk Hall, where anyone who wished to meet him had the opportunity
to do so.  Among the guests was State Senator Ellen Anderson, who had been instrumental in the passage of a resolution for
the Minnesota State Tartan.   Another  guest was  a member of the Minnesota Supreme Court, Justice Paul H. Anderson. Both
were Scottish Andersons.

There was also a  brunch at Rush Creek Golf Club in Maple Grove, and it was there that we had the unique opportunity to sit
at a  small table and have lunch with the Lord Lyon.  We talked of Scots in Minnesota  and the impact they have had on our
state’s history from the earliest settlement, government, the arts, and industry.  He was very charming and asked a lot of
questions.  It was a  very memorable experience for my husband Dennis and me. Following the lunch he spoke on heraldry
and the clans.  Everyone had the opportunity to ask questions.

The next day, he visited the Federal Court Building, the State Capitol and the Grain Exchange.   Friends in Scotland had told
him that the Grain Exchange was a must-see.  For those of us in Minnesota, that came as a great surprise.  None of us in the
group had ever visited it before.  He said he found it very interesting.

We were able to have dinner with him and about twenty other Scottish leaders of organizations in the evening and then it was
back to the church to hear him speak again on Heraldry and Clans but this time with a slide show.

Following the seminar, we gave him gifts from Minnesota.  He had fun going through a bag of products made in Minnesota
such as Post-It Notes, Scotch Tape, Nut Goodie and Salted Nut Roll candy bars, wild rice, and a can of Spam.  We also gave
him a Minnesota Tartan Scarf with a booklet about its creation and the book Lake Wobegon Days, written by a  fellow
Minnesota Scot, Garrison Keillor.  It was a lighthearted exchange of laughter while he revealed each item.

It was a wonderful visit, and he told us he was looking forward to his visit in the fall to Estes Park for the Longs Peak
Highland Games.  He said that with each  visit, he goes home to Scotland with a new perspective of what Scottish heritage
means to those who live in other  countries.  He said he saw more kilts at the Stone Mountain games last year than he had in
his entire life.  His visits to the United States and Australia have given him new insight to the importance of the work he does
as Lord Lyon.

In  anticipation  of  his  visit  to  Estes  Park  in  September,  I  invite  you to  check  out  his  web  site  at
 http://www.lyon-court.com

The Lord Lyon

Visits Minnesota
by  Jackie Johnston
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(Heraldry continued from cover page   )
It is still possible for individual Americans to acquire genu-
ine Scottish arms of their  own, provided that they have a
sufficient connection to Scotland. Usually this is accom-
plished by proving descent from a Scot. Recently, the Lord
Lyon has pronounced that  a person who is descended from a
British citizen (whether Scottish or not) living in North
America prior to 1789 may qualify one for a grant of Scottish
arms. In either case, the surname of the individual must be
the same as the ancestor from whom qualifying descent is
claimed. The right to arms follows the surname. A sufficient
connection to Scotland for the granting of arms may also be
established by the ownership of real  estate in Scotland, by
holding an appointed position from a clan chief, by perform-
ing a service to the country, or in other ways.

By law, the Lord Lyon is authorized to grant arms to “virtu-
ous and well deserving persons,” so it is not necessary that a
person be a nobleman, or very wealthy, or of distinguished
position or lineage in order to be granted arms. Thus, there is
nothing to be snobbish about in having one’s own, genuine
Scottish arms. It is, however, something to  be very proud of.

American corporations and organizations may also apply to
the Lord Lyon for and be granted arms, if  they have a suffi-
cient connection to Scotland.  A number of American Clan
Societies have received grants of genuine Scottish arms from
the Lord Lyon, as have other organizations.  There is no ques-
tion that CJA could  obtain  its own grant of genuine Scot-
tish arms from the Lord Lyon, if it so desired. This is a matter
the Council and Membership may want to consider for the
future.

For further information see:
www.lyon-court.com
heraldry-scotland.co.uk
www.st-andrews-fund.org.uk/Homepage.htm

Robert Johnston (1567?-1639)

Robert Johnston was the author of 22 manuscript volumes
in Latin of a history of English and Scottish affairs cover-
ing the period 1572 to 1628. The first three of his volumes
were printed in Amsterdam in 1642. The complete work
was published in 1655 in Amsterdam as Historia Rerum
Britannicarum 1572-1628. Sir Walter Scott used and
quoted Johnston extensively, as the time frame of
Johnston’s work covered the last phase of the era of the
Border Reivers . Johnston’s work also describes the found-
ing of British settlements in America, such as in Virginia
and Nova Scotia. A large manuscript “History of Scotland”
in the Advocates’ Library in Edinburgh has been wrongly
attributed to Robert Johnston.

He was born either in Edinburgh or some part of Annandale,
and he received an M.A. from the University of Edinburgh
in 1587. He also is said to have held a doctorate in civil
and canon law, probably from a foreign university.

In 1603 when James VI of Scotland became King of En-
gland, Robert Johnston headed for London. The following
year he was appointed Clerk of the Deliveries of the Ordi-
nance at the Tower of London, a post he held for many
years. Johnston was a friend of George Heriot, the King’s
goldsmith and the founder of George Heriot’s Hospital (now
School) in Edinburgh. It is sometimes stated that Johnston
was Heriot’s brother in law and one source states that
Johnston served at one point as physician to King James
VI.

Johnston’s will, dated September 30, 1639, Blackfriars,
London, left a considerable fortune of  £13,000 for chari-
table purposes, including the support of poor scholars at
the University of Edinburgh, and in Glasgow, Dundee,
Montrose, Dumfries and Moffat. In the case of Moffat, in
Annandale, the will provided £ 1,000 for the construction
of a grammar school and salaries for teachers. The money
provided for the purchase of land, with Lord Johnstone as
the Executor and the Lord Provost and Magistrates of
Glasgow as the patrons of the school. Unfortunately, the
provisions of Johnston’s will for the establishment of a
grammar school in Moffat were not fully carried out and it
is not known what happened to the bequest.

For more information see:
www.lib.ed.ac.uk/about/bgallery/Gallery/records/fifteen/
johnston.html

w w w. e l e c t r i c s c o t l a n d . c o m / h i s t o r y / o t h e r /
johnstone_robert.htm

Famous Johnston/e’s

by Jeffrey Johnstone

The newsletter deadline for September Issue
is August 7, 2004.  Please send your articles
to Jeff Johnstone.  Jeff’s  son David is our
copy-editor.    See   contact   information  on
Page 2 for Jeff.  Larry Edwards is the News-
letter Team Leader. Please contact him if you
are interested in being a part of the Newslet-
ter Team.  We welcome photos of your events
and would like to feature some in the next is-
sue of the Spur and Phoenix.

Jackie Johnston
Newsletter Editor

Next Deadline!
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Clan Johnston/e in AmericaClan Johnston/e in AmericaClan Johnston/e in AmericaClan Johnston/e in AmericaClan Johnston/e in America
Merchandise & Price List

Effective June 2004
Please Note:  Prices listed first in shipping column are for one item.

Amount listed second is for each additional, “same” piece (e.a.p.) in one shipment

Item Price Shipping Item Price Shipping
SWEATSHIRTS LADIES SASHES
Dark Blue w/white, blue & green $38.50 $5.00 each Worsted, 100% Wool, 4.8 oz. $36.00  $3.00 each
Ribbed collar and cuffs – Annandale $3.00 e.a.p. Tie Weight, 10”x88” w/2” fringe  $1.00 e.a.p.
Or Caskieben Belted Crest embroidered on SPECIFY COLOR
UPPER LEFT FRONT.  Machine wash & dry Modern or Old Colors

SILK TIES 6 PIECE TAMS
Regimental Stripe, Johnston Colors $45.00 $3.50 each Worsted Wool 4.8oz Tie Weight $22.00 $3.00 each
Will go with either Old Colors or $1.00 e.a.p. SPECIFY COLOR  $1.00 e.a.p.
Modern Kilt.  Great with a suit.  Very Classy! Matches Sashes above & Scarves below

Heavy Weight SCARF SCARVES
Lambs Wool Long Scarf $26.00 $3.00 each Worsted Wool 4.8oz Tie Weight $19.00  $3.00 each
12”x82” Matches Tams below $1.00 e.a.p. SPECIFY COLOR:   $1.00 e.a.p.
Johnston Modern ONLY! Modern or Old Colors

Heavy Weight TAMS TARTAN HEAD SQUARES
Lambs Wool Tam w/stretch Band $17.00 $3.00 each 28”x28” Worsted Wool $17.00  $3.00 each
Johnston Modern ONLY! $1.00 e.a.p. 4.8oz SPECIFY COLOR   $1.00e.a.p.
Matches Scarf above. Modern or Old Colors
These Scarves & Tams are the softest wool ever!
Only While Heavy Weight Items Supply Lasts

JEWELRY:

TRAVEL RUGS CLAN CREST CAP BADGE
(Throws) 56”x72” 100% Wool $64.00 $4.00 each or Ladies Brooch  1 5/8” dia. $17.00   $2.50 each
Johnston Modern or Old Colors $3.00 e.a.p. Rhodium plated    $1.00 e.a.p.
Made in Great Britain by Burkraft Annandale ONLY!

TARTAN MATERIAL KILT PINS
Small Crest Badge on $17.00   $2.50 each

KILT WEIGHT WOOL Claymore Pins Rhodium plated    $1.00 each
Worsted, 100%  Wool 12/13oz $45.00 $4.00 each Annandale ONLY !
56” Wide, Ideal for Kilts              per yard $1.00 e.a.yd.
SPECIFY COLOR, Modern or Old Colors PENDANTS

Small Crest Badge on 16” chain $17.00   $2.50 each
POLY / RAYON MATERIAL Rhodium plated    $1.00 e.a.p.
60” Wide.  Old Colors ONLY $10.50 $4.00 each Annandale ONLY!
Light weight, machine washable      per yard  $1.00 e.a.yd.

CLAN CREST & TARTAN ITEMS: LAPEL PINS
Small Crest Badge $12.00   $2.50 each

CLAN CREST NECKTIES For Men or Ladies, Rhodium plated    $1.00 e.a.p.
Navy Poly w/repeated Crest $17.00 $3.00 each Annandale ONLY!
Woven into material / Annandale ONLY $1.00 e.a.p.

TIE BAR
TARTAN NECKTIES Small Belted Crest on Bar, $19.00   $2.50 each
4.8oz Worsted Wool $14.00 $3.00 each Attached to chain w/button loop   $1.00 e.a.p.
SPECIFY COLOR –Modern or Old Colors $1.00 e.a.p. Rhodium plated – Annandale ONLY
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Item Price ShippingItem Price Shipping

KEY FOBS BOOKS:
Small Crest Badge mounted on $17.00 $2.50 each
Leather w/ring for keys $  .75 e.a.p. THE “GENTLE” JOHNSTONS $20.00 $3.00 each
Annandale ONLY! By Russell Honey  $1.50 e.a.p.

A wealth of information and a good deal of insight
For Caskieben Jewelry, contact the Johnstons at on ALL Johnstons and their history of migration
the number or address on the order form.  No more from Scotland to Ireland and then on to North America.
Crest Badges available in Caskieben.  Other items very limited.

INSIGNIA FOR MEMBERS: HISTORY BOOKLET:
Beautiful Gold Insignia, exactly like that used in the center Your Clan Heritage –  Johnston $  7.95 $2.00 each
of the Service Medal Medallion.  About ½” dia. Condensed from The Great Historic  $ .75 e.a.p.
For Members ONLY! Families of Scotland by Cascade Publishing

MEDALLION  ON RIBBON $30.00 $2.00 each TARTAN PILLOW
$  .50 e.a.p. 12”x12” Johnston Old Colors$12.50  $4.00 each

LADIES PENDANT $20.00 $2.00 each poly / rayon front & Black back

              If you do not want to cut up your spur & Phoenix, please feel free to photo copy this Order Form.
            If copying is not available, please follow layout below to enter information on plain paper.

Make Checks Payable to: Clan Johnston/e in America

Mail To:  Clan Johnston/e in America – P.O. Box 71 – Goffstown, NH 03045-0071

For item availability call   603 / 497-3281 evenings (after 4PM  EST) and weekends

Or Email :  Lucknbooth@aol.co

QTY    Name or Description of Item       Crest or Tartan Total      Total Combined Total
      Name or Color Prices       Shipping Items & Shipping

Please list items with different Tartans or Crests on separate lines. Total Inclosed: $____________________
Only Identical items to be listed as more than one (1).

Checks or Money Orders Only – We are unable to accept
Charge Cards for CJA Merchandise -  SORRY !

         AND REMEMBER
    We are not able to take

            Charge Card, Phone Orders

Please order and add carefully as an incorrect
check amount will only delay your order.

Name:

Address:

City: State:      Zip:
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  Scots Smart

Did you know that Bonnie
Prince Charlie’s father was
born in England, and his
mother, Clementia, was Polish
~ and Charles himself was
born in Rome and spent most
of his life in France?  Where
did this guy get off wearing a
kilt?

SCRAMBLE CONTEST

The Scots are very sensible – with wisdom often passed
down in the wit of Scottish proverbs.  Below are some
of these sayings, all mixed up ~ for YOU to match up
correctly.  Those who match all 10 will receive a
$10.00 prize.  Clip out the sayings with your answers
(you may just draw a line to the correct answer) and
mail your entry to:

Billye Tellinger
7473 Dale Court
Westminster, CO  80030

GOOD LUCK!

Youth Page

1603 - Union of Crowns of Scot-
land and England upon the death
of Queen Elizabeth I, succesion
of James VI of Scotland to
throne.

1651 - Charles II crowned at
Scone Palace, the last coronation
on Scottish soil.

History Highlights
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The Lord Lyon is scheduled to visit the Longs Peak Scottish/Irish Highland Festival
 September 9-12, 2004 in Estes Park, Colorado.


