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Thursday June 28th

12.00 – Arrival and welcome dinner

Friday June 29th

08.20-08.30 Welcome 

08.30-10.00 Panel 1.  Comparative Environmental Politics and Policy

Commentator: Sijeong Lim, Amsterdam University
Chair: Vally Koubi, ETH Zürich

1. Marina Povitkina, Gothenburg University
Friend or Foe? An Empirical Examination of the Relationship Between Different 
Types of Democracy and Environmental Performance 

2. Jared J. Finnegan, London School of Economics and Political Science
Climate Change and the Institutional Foundations of Long-Term Policymaking 

3. Yves Steinebach, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München
Making Environmental Policies Work: An Analysis of Cross-National Variation in 
Policy Effectiveness

4. Michael Lerner, University of Michigan
Too Many Cooks in the Kitchen? How Mainstreaming Environmental Policy Af-
fects the Translation of Policy Priorities into Policy Change

10.00 -11.00 Poster Session 1. Environmental Policy Dynamics

Commentators:  Lisa Dellmuth, Kathinka Fürst, Philipp Pattberg & Manuel P. Teodoro.

1. David Konisky, Indiana University Bloomington
Examining the Role of NIMBYism in Public Acceptance of Energy Infrastructure

2. Mark Buntaine, University of California, Santa Barbara
Governance Strategies for Pareto Improving Conservation: Activating Boomerang 
Oversight of Revenue Sharing at Bwindi National Park, Uganda



3. Michael Tomz, Stanford University
How Do Voluntary International Agreements Affect Policy?
An Experimental Study of the Paris Climate Accord

4. Liam Beiser - McGrath and Thomas Bernauer, ETH Zürich
Creating a Winning Coalition through Carbon Taxation?

11.00-11.15 Coffee break

11.15 – 12.45 Panel 2. Global Environmental Politics

Commentator: Jessica Steinberg, Indiana University Bloomington
Chair: Thomas Bernauer, ETH Zürich

5. Sander Chan, German Development Institute
Legitimacy of Orchestration in Global Environmental Politics: An Empirical Study 

6. Sina Leipold, University of Freiburg 
New Politics of Transformation A Discursive Policy Analysis of the Regulatory 
Debate on the EU Circular Economy 

7. Oscar Widerberg, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam
Explaining Variation in Snstitutional Structure of Regime Complexes: Comparing 
Climate Change, Energy, Forestry and Fisheries 

8.  Azusa Uji, Kyoto University
Climate Policy-making and Peer Pressure in the Regime Complex 

12.45- 14.00 Lunch

14.00-15.30 Panel 3. Policy Collaboration and Learning

Commentator: David Konisky, Indiana University Bloomington
Chair: Mark Lubell, University of California, Davis

9. Elizabeth Koebele, University of Nevada
Fostering Learning and Policy Change in Collaborative Environmental Govern-
ance Processes
 
10. Xinsheng Liu, Texas A&M University
New Measures and Examinations of Bureaucratic Influence in Congressional Poli-
cy Agenda Setting on Global Warming and Climate Change.

11. Nicolas Jager, Leuphana University Lüneburg
Explaining Intergovernmental Cooperation in the Water Sector: The network of 
Concordats Among Swiss Cantons.

12. Marlene Kammerer, Universität Bern
How Institutions Influence Collaboration in Climate Change - A Comparative 
Study of Finland, South Korea, Switzerland, and the United States.



15.30 -15.45 Coffee

15.45 – 17.15 Panel 4.  Market-based Approaches

Commentator: Michael Tomz, Stanford University
Chair: Kerry Ard, Ohio State University

13. Alexander Pfaff, Duke University
Creating Sustainable Institutions for Collective Local PES in Mexico: Group Coor-
dination and Sanctioning in Truly Upstream-Downstream PES Experiments

14. Janina Grabs, Münster University
Is Private Environmental Governance an Oxymoron? The Effectiveness of Mar-
ket-based Sustainability Standards in Improving Ecosystem Conservation. 

15. Patrick Bayer, University of Glasgow
The Effectiveness of Carbon Markets: An Empirical Analysis of the EU ETS, 2005-
2012

16. Manuel P. Teodoro, Texas A&M University
Privatization as Political Decoupling: Water Conservation During the 2014-2017 
California Drought 

17.30 -18.45 Key note address: Arun Agrawal, University of Michigan
More Governance, Less Conservation?: Sustainable Forest Management in the 
Republic of Congo

19.00 – Dinner

Saturday June 30th

08.30 – 10.00 Panel 5. Energy Policy

Commentator:  Rama Mohana Turaga, Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad
Chair: Mark Buntaine, University of California, Santa Barbara

17. Naghmeh Nasiritousi, Stockholm University
Legitimate and Effective? Comparing Stakeholder Perceptions of Five Key Climate 
and Energy Governance Institutions. 

18. Shiran Victoria Shen, Stanford University
Public Receptivity in China towards Wind Energy Generators: A Survey Experi-
mental Approach.

19. Meir Alkon, Princeton University
Authoritarian Environmental Federalism



20. Ion Bogdan Vasi, University of Iowa
Beyond Petroleum? The Emergence of Alternative Fuel Markets in the United 
States, 1993-2015. 

10.00-11.00 Poster session 2. Environment Politics in a Comparative Perspective

Commentators: Elizabeth Koebele, Jean-Frédéric Morin, Naghmeh Nasiritousi & Oscar 
Widerberg

5. Aseem Prakash, University of Washington
Public Support for Carbon Tax in the United States: Evidence from a 2018 Na-
tional Online Survey Experiment

6. Rama Mohana Turaga, Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad
Why Firms Adopt Voluntary Environmental Initiatives in Developing Countries? 
The Case of ISO 14001 Certification among Indian Manufacturing Firms

7. Xun Cao, Penn State University
Asset Mobility and the Politics of Firm-level Environmental Regulatory Actions in 
China

8. Vally Koubi, ETH Zürich
How Environmental Events and Individual Characteristics Interact:
(The Example of) “Trapped” Individuals in Environmental Migration

11.00 -11.15 Coffee

11.15 12.45 Panel 6. Trade, Taxes and the Environment

Commentator: Xun Cao, Penn State University
Chair: Alexander Pfaff, Duke University

21. Jean-Frédéric Morin, Laval University
The Implementation of International Agreements: 
Do IEAs and PTAs Matter for Domestic Environmental Legislation?

22. Aleksandra Conevska, McGill University
Preferential Trade Agreements and Natural Disasters: Institutional Adaptation to 
Climate Change

23. Lisa Lechner, University of Salzburg
Trading up Environmental Commitment: Voluntary Commitment to Environmen-
tal Standards in Preferential Trade Agreements and Regime Spill-Over. 

24. Sijeong Lim, Amsterdam University
Redistributive Attitudes and Support for Environmental Tax: A Newly Industrial-
ized Asian Perspective



12.45-14.00 Lunch

14.00-15.30 Panel 7. Environment, Equity, and Local Development

Commentator: Mark Lubell, University of California, Davis
Chair: Kathinka Fürst, Duke Kunshan University

25. Sneha Thapliyal, Indian Institute of Management Indore
The Great Indian Conservation Debate: Contextualizing Poverty

26. Jessica Steinberg, Indiana University Bloomington
Common Pool Resources, Spillover Effects, and Local Security: A Theoretical 
Foundation

27. Gretchen Leigh Sneegas, University of Georgia
Using Critical Q Method to Study Environmental Governance and Subjectivity 
Among Farmer-Landowners in the Marcellus Shale Basin 

28. Abdul Halik, Jacobs University Bremen
In Search for Messy Institutions, the Case of Public Deliberation on Coral Reef 
Protection in Sulawesi, Indonesia 

15.30-15.45 Coffee

15.45- 17.15 Panel 8. NGOs and Stakeholder Pressure

Commentator: Sverker Jagers, Gothenburg University
Chair: Andreas Duit, Stockholm University

29. Kathinka Fürst, Duke Kunshan University
Regulating through Leverage: Civil Regulation by Chinese Environmental NGOs 

30. Lisa Dellmuth, Stockholm University
The Limits of Civil Society: Institutional Constraints, Overfishing, and Organiza-
tional Density in International Environmental Institutions 

31. Kerry Ard, Ohio State University
 The Effect of Public Opinion on Environmental Policy in the Face of the Environ-
mental Countermovement

32. Tyler Scott, University of California, Davis
How Does Stakeholder Involvement in Planning and Permitting Processes Drive 
Social and Political Tradeoffs Made in the Design and Siting of Water and Energy 
Infrastructure? 

17.30-19.30 Dinner



19.30-20.30 Post-dinner conversation:  Evidence-based Social Science Environmental 
Research: Why, How, and How Much?

Chair: Mark Buntaine, University of California, Santa Barbara

Initial remarks offered by: Kerry Ard, Sneha Thapliyal & Patrick Bayer

Sunday July 1st

End of conference and departure



Meir Alkon
Ph.D. Candidate
Princeton University

Meir is a PhD candidate at Princeton University. His research spans 
topics within international and comparative political economy, with a 
substantive focus on the subnational effects of trade and the political 
economy of energy and the environment, and a regional specializa-
tion in China and India. In his spare time, he enjoys hiking, camping, 
and reading novels while out on a kayak or canoe. More information 
about his research can be found at www.meiralkon.com.

Kerry Ard
Assistant Professor                                                                                                                                        
The Ohio State University
School of Environment and Natural Resources                                                                                                   
College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences 

On the weekends I am a singer in a band. We play 90’s covers and 
some current music. My eight-year old son and I love to geocache 
and go hiking whenever possible. During the week, and weekends too 
actually, I examine the structural factors that lead to unequal expo-
sure to environmental harms and benefits. I also examine the resulting 
health disparities of these social contexts. 

Arun Agrawal
Professor 
University of Michigan

Arun Agrawal is Samuel Trask Dana Professor of Governance and 
Sustainability at the School of Natural Resources & Environment at 
the University of Michigan. His research and teaching emphasize the 
politics of international development, institutional change, and envi-
ronmental conservation. Arun was born in Forbesganj, Bihar, India, 
and went to school in Patna, Darjeeling, Delhi, Ahmedabad before 
working for a year at the Indo-German Social Service Society, trave-
ling to learn about how civil society organizations attempt to address 
the worst effects of social inequality and ecological degradation in 
India. He received an MBA from the Indian Institute of Management 
before coming to the United States for a PhD in political science from 
Duke University in 1992. He has since taught at University of Florida, 
Yale University and McGill University. He currently teaches environ-
mental politics and governance, and works on issues related to sus-
tainable development at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. He 
serves as the Editor in Chief of the journal, World Development.

Participants



Liam Beiser-McGrath
Postdoctoral researcher                                                                                                                                       
ETH Zurich

I am interested in all things to do with music (playing, writing, record-
ing, listening), and as a result own way more guitars than I’ll probably 
ever need (11). After a relatively sedentary life during grad school I 
am now a CrossFit enthusiast on one extreme, and a yin yoga prac-
titioner on the other. I enjoy good (vegan) food and drinks, with the 
endless variety of craft beer being my current interest. I’m also a big 
fan of history podcasts, particularly when cooking or doing chores.
My research in Environmental Politics is largely focused on the micro-
foundations of environmental policy support. In particular, I’m inter-
ested in how information about others’ actions and their consequences 
impact people’s support. I also maintain active research agendas in 
Political Economy and Political Methodology, and I really value the 
opportunity that academic research gives to work on a variety of top-
ics that interest me.

Patrick Bayer
Ph.D.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Lecturer in International Relations                                                                                                                           
Director, MSc/MRes International Relations                                                                                               
University of Glasgow       

When I am not working, I spend time outdoors with my wife and 
3-year old son exploring the beautiful Scottish landscape. Pretty much 
stereotypical for Scotland, I like to play a casual round of golf and 
taste new whiskeys; I am also working hard to improve my cocktail 
mixing skills, especially for my favorite “Old Fashioned.” Academ-
ically, I am interested in central questions in international coopera-
tion and the political economy of environmental and energy politics. 
Current projects include work on the government-firm interaction 
in carbon markets, text analytical and experimental approaches to 
climate pledges, and the role of scientific advisory bodies, such as the 
IPCC, for multilateral agreement-making.



Thomas Bernauer
Professor
ETH Zurich

Thomas Bernauer is a professor of political science at ETH Zurich. 
He and his research group are based at the Center for Comparative 
and International Studies (CIS; www.cis.ethz.ch), a joint institution 
of ETH Zurich and the University of Zurich, as well as ETH Zurich’s 
Institute of Science, Technology and Policy (ISTP; www.istp.ethz.ch). 

Ion Bogdan Vasi
Associate Professor                                                                                                                                        
University of Iowa                               
Tippie College of Business                                                                                                                                         
Department of Sociology 

Bogdan Vasi’s research focuses primarily on how social movements 
contribute to the diffusion of technological innovations, organiza-
tional change, and policymaking. He also studies industry emergence 
and the adoption and implementation of environmental practices by 
businesses. His major areas of interest are social movements, organ-
izations, environmental sociology, political and economic sociology, 
and his research is often situated at the intersection of those areas. 
He teaches courses on sociological data analysis, social movements, 
organizations, and corporate social responsibility.

Mark Buntaine
Assistant Professor                                                                                                                                        
University of California, Santa Barbara                                                                                                                   
Bren School of Environmental Science & Management                                                                      
Department of Political Science 

I spend most of my free time hiking and rock climbing in the moun-
tains behind Santa Barbara with my son Remy (2.5). I moved to Santa 
Barbara in 2013 and since that time have explored most of the can-
yons in Los Padres National Forest. I aspire to become a good garden-
er, but I still struggle to grow a vegetable despite favorable conditions. 
My current research focuses on accountability and environmental 
governance in low and middle-income countries.



Xun Cao
Associate Professor
Penn State University                                                                                                                                       
Department of Political Science

I live in central Pennsylvania with my wife and my two daughters – 
Abby (6 years old) and Leah (3). My wife and I grew up in Beijing, 
China; the two of us have also lived in Seattle, Princeton, and Colches-
ter (UK). In my limited free time, I enjoy cooking, hiking, and watch-
ing soccer (mainly EPL and Bundesliga). I received my Ph.D. in polit-
ical science from the University of Washington, Seattle, in 2007. My 
current research interests include environmental and energy politics, 
ethnic violence and conflict, and political geography.

Sander Chan
Ph.D.                                                                                                                                                                                  
German Development Institute

I am a Dutch political scientist with Hongkong Chinese ancestry, 
working and living in Germany. I am passionate about a green and so-
cially just future. As such, I am still figuring out whether I am at heart 
a scholar or an activist. My scholarly interest lies with the role of 
transnational actors in global sustainability and climate governance, 
public-private cooperation in developing and emerging countries, and 
development studies. 

Aleksandra Conevska
McGill University                                                                                                                                       
Department of Geography

My personal life is composed primarily of quality time in nature with 
loved ones, baking and reading literature.  I have a passion for making 
desserts to share with others. In my academic work I am interested 
in the political economy of climate change broadly. In my short time 
conducting research, I have examined adaptation finance through the 
UNFCCC, university fossil fuel divestment patterns and the relation-
ship between natural disasters and trade. A new research avenue that I 
am interested in expanding on is sustainable/renewable energy transi-
tions, particularly in emerging economies. 



Lisa Dellmuth
Associate Professor                                                                                                                                        
Stockholm University

I love playing the piano, jogging outside, the sea, my dog, and sunny 
winter days, but especially spending time with my husband and 1 year 
old son. I my research I mostly do comparative political economy and 
public opinion analyses of legitimacy, effectiveness, and redistribution 
in global (environmental) governance. 

Shohei Doi
Ph.D. Candidate                                                                                                                                        
Kyoto University

I am a Ph.D. student from Kyoto University, Japan, and mainly study 
international security, focusing on the interaction between politics and 
economy. Alongside, I have general interests in international political 
economy, as well. I primarily use game theoretic model and quantita-
tive methods including survey experiment and textual data analysis. I 
am really honored to join this wonderful conference.

Andreas Duit
Professor                                                                                                                                             
Stockholm University                                                                                                                               
Department of Political Science

In my real life I enjoy fly fishing, mountain hiking, and mushroom 
picking. I am also trying to learn how to smoke fish (which is a lot 
more difficult than most people realize). As a scholar I am interested 
in how states are responding to environmental problems and I ex-
plore this issue through comparative analysis. Other research interests 
include governance and complexity and the role of participation in 
natural resource management.



Jared J. Finnegan                                                                                                                        
Ph.D. Candidate
London School of Economics and Political Science, London
Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change and the Environment
Department of Government

My research focuses on the comparative political economy of climate 
change policy across the high-income democracies. In particular, I’m 
interested in the role of institutions, electoral competition, political 
parties and firm preferences. In my real life I practice Brazilian jiu jit-
su, look for new music and read fiction. Now that the weather is good 
in London I’m also developing a habit of falling asleep in parks. 

Kathinka Fürst
Ph.D.                                                                                                                                                    
Associate Director Environmental Research Center                                                                                                                                           
Adjunct Assistant Professor of Environmental Policy                                                                                                                 
Duke Kunshan University

I grew up on a small farm near Oslo, but have spent the last 15 years 
on and off in China. In my real life I very much enjoy baking and 
cooking, hanging out with my five year old daughter Aurora and my 
jazz saxophone playing husband, reading (Haruki Murakami is my 
favorite) and watching movies/series (currently following Westworld 
2). As a scholar I am interested in interest in environmental policy 
processes, law enforcement and compliance and the role of non-state 
actors in environmental governance processes. I consider myself an 
environmental law and regulation researcher with a background in 
socio-legal studies and qualitative methodology with specialization in 
comparative case studies.

Janina Grabs 
Ph.D. Candidate                                                                                                                                        
University of Münster

As this picture from last year’s sailing trip to the Norwegian Troll-
fjord demonstrates, I love adventuring into the outdoors and trying 
my hand at new activities such as sailing, diving, or ice-climbing. 
When the weather is bad or I am stressed (which is common as I am 
currently finishing my PhD in Political Science), I best relax when 
baking cookies or doing yoga. As a scholar, I am interested in public 
and private institutional arrangements that allow us to induce more 
sustainable production and consumption behavior, particularly in the 
agri-food sector. I use mainly micro-level analyses to better understand 
how regulatory and incentive systems work in practice.



Abdul Halik
Ph.D. Candidate 
Jacobs University Bremen

After living in Germany for about 3 years, I am now moved back to 
Asia. I spend most of my free time with my family, traveling around 
and exploring the new places in Southeast Asia. I am a PhD candidate 
in Political Science at Jacobs University in Bremen Germany, currently 
writing on my thesis on Marine Protected Area governance, Cultural 
Theory and clumsy solutions in Indonesia. Aside of my life as a PhD 
candidate, I am also working as a Conservation Specialist for an envi-
ronmental Non-Profit Organization. I enjoy diving a lot, but struggle 
to find the right time to do that at the moment.

Nicolas Jager 
Ph.D.                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Leuphana University Lüneburg

In my leisure time, I enjoy to do sports (preferably rock climbing, 
alpine skiing and football), and to play board games with friends. I 
am also very interested in music and like to visit concerts and music 
festivals. As a researcher, I am working in the field of environmental 
governance and public participation, but I am also interested in trans-
boundary aspects of environmental resources governance.

Sverker Jagers 
Professor                                                                                                                                             
University of Gothenburg

I am an “outdoor person” that have spent most of my life skiing, 
climbing, hiking, fishing, surfing, skating, etc. Some of these activities 
I have had to set aside for my career, along the way, but I still do some 
of them quite actively. Otherwise I am interested in cooking, watching 
my son play sports and I am also a relatively handy man renovating 
my own and others’ houses when time allows. My main research in-
terest concerns collective action and the relationship between the State 
and citizens. This interest I have applied on the environmental area 
ever since I became a PhD student all the way back in 1995. Currently 
I primarily do survey- and experimental research on environmental 
policy acceptance and country-comparative studies of environmental 
performance.  



Marlene Kammerer
Post-Doc, Dr. des                                                                                                                                   
Universität Bern 

Being raised by a family very much into ecological topics, I started to 
do research in this area already in my Masters. At the moment, my fo-
cus is on climate change politics and policy. In my PhD, I did research 
on national climate protection measures, the international diffusion 
of national climate policies, and the role of international relations 
therein. In my PostDoc, I continue this research with an even stronger 
focus on country comparisons and multilevel governance. I study these 
topics using a network perspective, as I believe everything is about 
social interactions. This is something I also hold high in my private 
life. I enjoy cooking, eating, and going out with friends. To relax, I 
enjoy traveling, playing the piano, and of course spending time with 
my partner. As for a future topic that concerns me a lot both in my 
work and in my private life, I would like to learn more about how to 
avoid and regulate plastics in our daily lifes. As a small start, I began 
to produce my own cosmetics…

Elizabeth Koebele
Assistant Professor                                                                                                                                        
University of Nevada

I am an Assistant Professor of Political Science at the University of 
Nevada, Reno. I research and teach about environmental and public 
policy issues, generally related to water governance, natural hazards/
disaster management, and climate change. I’m particularly interested 
in how collaborative approaches to policymaking can improve govern-
ance and environmental outcomes, as well as how policy process theo-
ries can be adapted to better characterize collaborative contexts. Hav-
ing been formally trained in Environmental Studies, I find my research 
most fulfilling when I am working with colleagues across disciplines 
to examine problems in new ways. If I’m not in my office, you’re most 
likely to find me riding/racing my road and cyclocross bikes around 
the Sierra Nevada region, gawking at western water infrastructure, or 
seeking out a craft cocktail – sometimes all at once.



David Konisky
Associate Professor                                                                                                                                        
Indiana University                                                                                                                                       
School of Public and Environmental Affairs

Most of my free time is spent with my wife Kristen, our two boys, Ben 
(9) and Will (6), and our 5-year old Bernese Mountain Dog, Winston. 
The kids love sports (especially soccer and tennis), and spending as 
much time outside as possible. I am an avid reader, runner, and ten-
nis player. I have lived in Bloomington since 2015 when I began my 
position at Indiana University, but I have deep family roots in the 
Midwestern part of the United States. During the summer, we spend 
as much time as we can at our family cottage in Northern Michigan.
My current research focuses on U.S. environmental politics and public 
opinion on energy and climate change. 

Vally Koubi 
Professor
ETH Zurich and University of Bern
Center for Comparative and International Studies (CIS)

I enjoy reading, cooking, hiking, and travelling (no, I did not make 
it to Pyeongyang this time, just to DMZ and JSA; but perhaps soon 
since President Trump is soooo optimistic about reaching a ‘verifiable 
denuclearization agrement’ with Kim Jong Un!!!). My research focuses 
on environmental change, migration, and conflict, and  environmental 
politics (NGOs and MEAs).

Lisa Lechner                                                                                                                                  
Postdoctoral Researcher                                                                                                                                       
University of Salzburg

I am a mountain runner, backcountry skier, and nature lover. Filling 
every little space of my balcony with veggies and herbs became my 
new obsession. In my academic life, I am exploring ways to better 
understand the diffusion of (environmental) law. Moreover, I assess 
how globalization causes change in environmental or human rights 
protection. Network and text analysis are some of the core tools that I 
use to study these issues. 



Sina Leipold
Assistant Professor                                                                                                                                        
University of Freiburg

When I am not clinging to my laptop, I enjoy mountainbiking, hik-
ing and jogging or any other activity giving me an excuse to enjoy 
nature. Aside from that, I am a family person, spending as much time 
as possible with parents, siblings or nieces and nephews. In my pro-
fessional life, I am an assistant professor at the University of Freiburg, 
Germany, where I head a transdisciplinary research group that aims 
to identify policy and business strategies of a “circular economy” that 
create positive environmental impacts and to understand whether and 
how decision makers are able to promote them. My expertise includes 
discourse analysis theories and methods (qualitative and quantitative), 
natural resource policies in the EU and internationally (specifically 
related to wood), and the circular economy. 

Michael Lerner
Ph.D. Candidate
University of Michigan                                                                                                                                 
Department of Political Science and the Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy

My main hobbies at the moment are playing squash and Ultimate 
Frisbee. I recently bought myself a sous vide cooker — I’m still trying 
to figure it out, but I’ve made some pretty delicious meals so far! As 
a researcher, I use a comparative approach to study how institutional 
design and the activities of non-state actors shape environmental poli-
cymaking and innovation. I am also passionate about finding opportu-
nities to learn from and collaborate with researchers in other academic 
disciplines studying environment and sustainability challenges 

Seijong Lim 
Assistant professor                                                                                                                                        
University of Amsterdam 

In my free time I do yoga, pilates and more recently something called 
yogilates. I live in Amsterdam but have no bike. I am interested in the 
welfare state determinants/consequences of environmental policies. 



Xinsheng Liu
Ph.D.                                                                                                                                                            
Research Scientist & Assistant Director
Texas A&M University
Institute for Science, Technology and Public Policy                                                                                           
Bush School of Government & Public Service 

I am Research Scientist and Assistant Director of the Institute for 
Science, Technology and Public Policy (ISTPP), the Bush School of 
Government and Public Service, Texas A&M University.  I am also 
Changjiang Scholar Chair Professor of Inner Mongolia University’s 
School of Public Administration and Senior Research Fellow of Peking 
University’s Institute for State Governance Studies.  My academic in-
terests include public policy, politics of agenda setting, environmental 
and natural resources management, and comparative policy analysis 
(US and China).  I enjoy reading and traveling. 

Mark Lubell
Professor                                                                                                                                             
University of California, Davis

Mark Lubell is a Professor at the UC Davis Department of Environ-
mental Science and Policy, where he also co-directs the Center for En-
vironmental Policy and Behavior.  His research focuses on cooperation 
problems in the context of environmental governance. Recent projects 
include sea-level rise and regional climate adaptation, water quality 
management in agriculture, and sustainable groundwater manage-
ment.

Sanna Lundquist 
Ph.D. Candidate                                                                                                                                        
Stockholm University

I am an avid sports fan with a partiality for football especially the 
English Premier League and Arsenal FC. A goal in my life is to visit 
every country in South America before I turn 30 (a goal I am starting 
to wish I had come up with 10 years ago instead of last year). Another 
hobby of mine is solving easy crosswords puzzles, I have attempted 
to upgrade to medium difficulty but that only impacted my self-confi-
dence negatively. I am in my first year as a Ph.D. student at Stockholm 
University and my research interest center around empirically analyz-
ing aspects concerning the green economy. 



Jean-Frédéric Morin
Associate professor                                                                                                                                        
Laval University

After a long journey across Canada, the US, France and Belgium, I 
came back to my hometown of Québec City in 2014. Fifteen years 
after Laval University granted my undergraduate degree, it offered me 
a Canada Research Chair to study the evolution of regime complexes 
and the interactions between trade and environmental institutions. 
Now, after nearly 5 years in Québec City, just enough for my daugh-
ters to get the local French accent, my family and I are ready to take 
off once again. In 2018-2019, we will have an exciting sabbatical year 
at Berkeley.

Naghmeh Nasiritousi
Postdoctoral researcher
Stockholm University
Department of Political Science

I have a keen interest in international politics and global environmen-
tal governance which spills over outside of work. This is evidenced 
by both my children (aged 4 and 2) picking up trash and taking it to 
the recycling bin unprompted, and the 4 year old spotting Trump on 
newsstands and television screens when we are out and about. As a 
new homeowner I am trying to develop essential gardening skills. My 
current research as a post-doc fellow at Stockholm University focuses 
on the institutional complexity of global climate and energy govern-
ance, and particularly on issues of legitimacy and effectiveness. My 
PhD thesis and my upcoming project focus on the roles of non-state 
actors in climate change governance.

Philipp Pattberg
Professor
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam                                                                                                                                        
Institute for Environmental Studies (IVM)

After pursuing, rather unsuccessfully, careers in music (punk rock), the 
hospitality industry (with my own bar ‘Joey’s Apartment’) and sports 
(at age 18, I was convinced that I could become a professional snow-
boarder), I settled for the ivory tower. As a professor of global envi-
ronmental governance and policy, I am interested in questions around 
institutional change, complexity and policy evaluation.



Alexander Pfaff
Professor                                                                                                                                             
Duke University                                                                                                                                       
Sanford School of Public Policy

Outside work, I am a big soccer fan, which is a lot less difficult in the 
US than it used to be (both global TV & local quality rising!!). As a 
scholar, I work mostly in developing countries and − in varied ways – 
on the impacts of interventions/institutions focused on development or 
the environment and natural resources.

Marina Povitkina
Ph.D.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
University of Gothenburg

In my spare time I do yoga (and teach it sometimes for free), enjoy 
reading and hiking. My favorite books are those of Dostoevsky and 
my most favorite hikes so far are in Norway, Zion and Grand Teton 
National Parks in the US, and in Tasmania. I also play the violin, 
however, have barely touched the instrument during the last years of 
my PhD education. Another interest of mine is collaborative consump-
tion and I own a tool library to promote sharing among students. 
In my research, I am interested in which configurations of political 
institutions make national governments more prone to adopt envi-
ronmental policies and reach environmental goals. Other topics I find 
fascinating are collective action in environmental protection, political 
organization and natural resource management in small island states, 
and politics of the marine environment and fisheries. Originally I come 
from Ukraine. 

Aseem Prakash
Professor 
University of Washington
Department of Political Science Walker Family Professor for the College of 
Arts and Sciences Founding Director, UW Center for Environmental Politics

I love hiking, biking, and cross-country skiing. I have recently devel-
oped a taste for sea kayaking and just sitting by the beach and listen-
ing to waves. I find inner peace in staring at oceans and mountains, 
plenty of both in Seattle. When I am not ruminating about the mean-
ing of human existence, I love to read, especially history and biogra-
phies. I enjoy meeting people with different life experiences. The world 
is a fascinating place and I do not seem to get enough of it.



Tyler Scott
Assistant Professor                                                                                                                                        
University of California, Davis                                                                                                                                     
Environmental Science and Policy

I spend a lot of time running, eating baked goods, and wandering 
around interesting grocery stores. When I can, I head into the moun-
tains on foot or by pedal. Professionally, I study strategies to im-
prove environmental policy implementation, particularly in highly 
fragmented local governance systems. I am particularly interested in 
the structure and function of local governance networks, and I use 
computational tools to generate data from procedural documents and 
other large scale, publicly available sources that can help to better 
understand these systems.

Shiran Victoria Shen
Ph.D. Candidate                                                                                                                                        
Stanford University

As a human, I enjoy hiking and spending time outdoors.  Most recent 
excursions feature a 22-mile hike from Stanford campus to the Pacific 
Ocean and a trek across Kilpatrick Hills in wild Scottish rain.  I also 
love reading fiction books, attempting to cook (it’s edible), and watch-
ing TV shows on Netflix. As a scholar, I study how incentives shape 
environmental politics and am currently writing a book on the polit-
ical pollution cycle.  Other recent interests include the application of 
integrated assessment models to understand the social dimensions of 
climate impacts. My first name is pronounced ʃɪ ́ː rən(like Ed Sheeran’s 
last name). I go by Victoria.



Jessica Steinberg
Assistant Professor, Department of International Studies, SGIS
Adjunct Professor, Department of Political Science
Indiana University – Bloomington

I study the political economy of development, with a focus on conflict, 
natural resources, and regions of limited state presence.  When not 
teaching or finishing up my book, I am rock climbing, trail running, 
or hiking with my pups, Toby and Kalea.  During the summers, I am 
either in west or central Africa, visiting family in the pacific northwest, 
or spending time in high, mountainous places.  

Yves Steinebach
Ph.D. Candidate
Ludwig-Maximilians-University                                                                                                                         
Department of Political Science 

In my non-academic life I enjoy running and swimming. This summer, 
I will try to cross the Alps walking to relax somewhat after I finished 
my PhD. As a scholar, I am interested in whether or not, and if so, 
through which means governments are able to solve environmental 
and social problems. In addition, I am investigating how the phenome-
non of ‘policy accumulation’ hampers the proper application of public 
policies as well as our ability to evaluate their effectiveness.

Gretchen Sneegas
Ph.D. Candidate                                                                                                                                        
University of Georgia                                                                                                                                      
Department of Geography

When not writing my dissertation, I enjoy gardening, cooking, and 
hiking with my husband and our two dogs. I am also currently train-
ing for my first half marathon! My dissertation examines how farmers 
are produced as environmental subjects in the context of shale gas 
development – a topic I came to be interested in, when I met a farmer 
who had paid for an entirely robotic dairy using money from leasing 
his subsurface mineral rights. I combine Q methodology and critical 
discourse analysis to analyze these processes and how they relate to 
knowledge, capital, discourse, and power.



Manny Teodoro                                                                                                               
Associate Professor                                                                                                                                        
Texas A&M University                                                                                                                                       
Dept. of Political Science, College of Liberal Arts                                                                                           
George H.W. Bush School of Government & Public Service

My scholarly research sits at the intersection of environmental policy 
and bureaucratic politics, with a substantive focus on drinking water 
and wastewater. I’m especially gratified when I can put research in to 
practice, and so I consult frequently with governments and NGOs in 
policy development. When not saving the world with safe and af-
fordable drinking water, I enjoy theatre, swimming, and walks with 
Lydia the Labrador Retriever. I also spend far too much time obsess-
ing about sports—especially baseball, boxing, football, and (recently) 
fútbol. 

Sneha Thapliyal 
Assistant Professor                                                                                                                                        
Indian Institute of Management Indore

I am an avid bird watcher, a fantasy fiction lover, and a certified scuba 
diver. I am currently also dividing my time between gardening and 
pampering the 24 indie dogs adopted by our Institute. As a scholar, I 
am interested in understanding the impact of inequality and poverty 
on natural resource management as well as economic growth. My 
overarching interest is to assess public policies regarding environment  
and provisioning of public utilities.

Michael Tomz                                                                                                                                        
Professor                                                                                                                                             
Stanford University

Michael Tomz is a Professor of Political Science at Stanford University. 
He is also a Senior Fellow at the Stanford Institute for Economic Poli-
cy Research and the Stanford Center on Global Poverty and Develop-
ment. 



Rama Mohana (Mohan) Turaga
Professor                                                                                                                                             
Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad

I sell myself as a researcher on sustainability because anything seems 
to fit under that umbrella. At a very broad level, my research seeks 
to understand how various societal actors – governments, businesses, 
and the public – are responding to environmental problems associated 
with rapid economic development in India. In my current research, I 
am studying electronic waste regulations, corporate social responsibili-
ty practices, voluntary environment-friendly behavior, and “smart” ur-
ban planning. I research these topics when I am not watching cricket 
and tennis or solving Sudoku puzzles, or playing table tennis. I started 
learning guitar recently but slowly figuring out that it is much easier 
to listen to it than play.

Azusa Uji
Ph.D.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Kyoto University

I study environmental governance as an issue area of IPE. I obtained 
Ph.D. in political science from Kyoto University in March 2018. The 
thesis was on the Minamata Convention on mercury, the most recent 
multilateral environmental treaty. My current studies focus on how 
reciprocity works on climate policy both at state and individual level. 
In my private life, I like to visit great nature including mountains and 
jungles around the world! I also enjoyed studying in other countries 
(the U.S. and UK) and meeting with people with different back-
grounds. I am excited to broaden my international research network 
through this conference.  

Oscar Widerberg 
Assistant professor                                                                                                                                        
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam                                                                                                                                        
Institute for Environmental Studies (IVM) 

During summers I play golf and during winters I play jazz. In between, 
I work on global environmental governance, connecting state and 
non-state institutions and actors using various perspectives and meth-
ods including IR theory, complexity, and network analysis
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