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May 17, 2017

Dear participants: 

Welcome to the 3rd Annual Duck Family Graduate Workshop on Environmental Politics and 
Governance organized by the Center for Environmental Politics at University of Washington. 
We are delighted to host an impressive multi-disciplinary gathering of doctoral students 
working on environmental policy, politics, and governance issues. We received 51 high 
quality submissions from students pursuing graduate studies in top universities located in 
8 different countries. These students come from disciplines such anthropology, economics, 
engineering and environmental sciences, geography, law, political science, public policy, and 
sociology. After a careful scrutiny, we have identified 24 students for this workshop. 

The Center’s vision is to play a leadership role in producing and disseminating state of the 
art empirical research on environmental politics, policy, and governance at local, regional, 
national, and global levels. The Center’s 30 Faculty Associates are leaders in their fields and 
the 20 Graduate Fellows are working on exciting doctoral projects. Within the University 
of Washington, we facilitate faculty and graduate students to build connections, establish 
networks, and initiate truly multi-disciplinary conversations about the governance, political, 
and institutional dimensions of environmental challenges. Externally, we are in the forefront 
of creating and nurturing a community of scholars committed to theoretically informed 
and empirically rigorous research on environmental politics, policy, and governance. 
This workshop reflects the vision of Gary and Susan Duck to create a vibrant intellectual 
community of emerging scholars studying environmental issues. Susan Duck is not with us 
anymore. We dedicate this workshop to her memory.

Aseem Prakash
Professor, Department of Political Science
Walker Family Professor for the College of Arts and Sciences
Director, Center for Environmental Politics
University of Washington, Seattle

A Word from the Director

This 2017 Graduate Workshop on Environmental Politics and Governance has 
been made possible by the support of Gary and Susan Duck. 

Susan Duck came to University of Washington from the Los Angeles area to 
attend graduate school in the School of Social Work. While there she was 
introduced to Gary through mutual friends. They settled in Los Angeles after 
both graduated. She very much appreciated the training she received at UW 
School of Social Work and had a varied and rewarding career as a clinical 
social worker. She was a psychotherapist for several years, and later worked 
several years in a hospital setting within the home health and hospice fields. 

Gary A. Duck, who received his Ph.D. in political science from the University 
of Washington in 1973, engaged in a diverse set of professional pursuits after 
completing his graduate studies. Under contract with the U.S. Department 
of Education, he served as an associate research analyst to assess the 
effectiveness of K-12 public education programs throughout the U.S. Gary 
then served as an executive responsible for information technology services 
for a satellite company and subsequently for an energy company. Fourteen 
years ago he, along with his son Stephen, established an investment 
management company, with offices in Los Angeles and Santa Fe. He retired 
December 2016. 

After leaving UW, Gary and Susan became enthusiastic supporters of Political 
Science and the School of Social Work by making regular donations in 
support of students who followed after them
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May 17 3:30   ..................................................................................  Meet at Hotel Lobby
4:00   ..................................................................................  Welcome, Olson Room
                                                                  Plenary Session: 
                                                                  How to Prepare

                                                                  for the Job Maket

5:30   ..................................................................................  Dinner at Agua Verde

May 18 8:00  ....................................................................................  Meet at Hotel Lobby
8:15 - 9:00  .....................................................................  Breakfast, Petersen Room, Allen Library
9:00 - 10:15  ..................................................................  Panel 1
                                                                   Environmental Narratives, Communication 
     & Public Opinion
10:15 - 10:30  ................................................................  Break
10:30 - 11:45  ................................................................  Panel 2
                                                                    Business & the Natural Environment 
12:00 - 1:30  ..................................................................   Lunch, UW Club
1:45 - 3:00  .....................................................................   Panel 3
      Environmental Regimes & Networks
3:00 - 3:15  .....................................................................   Break
3:30 - 4:45  .....................................................................   Panel 4
                                                                    Environmental Policy & Regulatory Processes
5:30  ....................................................................................   Dinner, Salmon House
                                                                                                                       

May 19
8:00  .................................................................................   Meet at Hotel Lobby
8:15  - 9:00  .................................................................   Breakfast, Petersen Room, Allen Library
9:00 - 10:15  ...............................................................   Panel 5
                                                                  Climate Governance
10:15 - 10:30  .............................................................   Break
10:30 - 11:45  .............................................................   Panel 6
                                                                  Environmental Governance in China
12:00 - 1:35  ..................................................................  Lunch, UW Club
1:45 - 3:00  .....................................................................  Panel 7
                                                                   Local and Community level
                                                                   Environmental Politics 
3:00 - 3:15  ......................................................................  Break
3:30 - 4:45  .....................................................................  Panel 8
                                                                    Water Governance 
5:30  .....................................................................................  Dinner, Waterfront Activity Center

Workshop Schedule
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Lucy Jarosz
Department of GeoGraphy, UW Seattle

Lucy Jarosz is Professor and Chair of Geography. Her research and teaching center upon 
questions of hunger, the political economy/ecology of agriculture and questions of food 
sovereignty and food security policy. Her work has been published in geography journals 
and in interdisciplinary, international social science journals and has been funded by 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the National Science Foundation, the Government 
of Canada, and the University of Washington.

Martha Groom
InterDIScIplInary artS & ScIenceS, UW Bothell  
Martha Groom is a Professor of Environmental Studies at the University of Washington 
Bothell & Seattle, based in Seattle, USA. She is the lead editor and author of Principles 
of Conservation Biology, 2006, using the text to highlight case studies of conservation 
practice. Her research focuses on the intersections of biodiversity conservation and 
sustainable development, and on effective teaching practice. Currently, she is a section 
editor for the new journal Case Studies in the Environment. She also is a leader of the 
Doris Duke Conservation Scholars Program at the University of Washington, a summer 
intensive program for undergraduates aimed at building truly inclusive conservation 
practice.

William McGuire
InterDIScIplInary artS & ScIenceS, UW tacoma

William McGuire is an Assistant Professor of Economics in the School of Interdisciplinary 
Arts and Sciences at the University of Washington Tacoma. He currently has two 
active lines of research related to environmental governance. One focuses on the role 
of voluntary industry standards in the private provision of environmental and other 
credence goods. The other focuses on how social norms influence the public’s valuation 
of environmental amenities, and the implications of these norms for environmental 
policy.

How to
Prepare for

the Job Market

MAY 17th  4:00-5:15 - Plenary Session

Maureen A. Pirog
School of pUBlIc anD envIronment affaIrS, InDIana UnIverSIty  
Maureen A. Pirog is the Rudy Professor of Public Policy Analysis in the School of Public 
and Environment Affairs at Indiana University. Dr. Pirog’s current research focuses on 
the evaluation of government programs, the methodology of evaluation as well as 
the evaluation of various social welfare policies. She is a co-editor of Contemporary 
Economic Policy. She served as the Editor-in- Chief of the Journal of Policy Analysis and 
Management for a decade as well as the Series Editor of JPAM Classics (2004- 2014). 
She currently serves as a member of the editorial boards of three additional journals. 
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Environmental 
Narratives, 

Communication 
& Public Opinion

Alex DeGolia University of California, santa BarBara 
Economic Losses or Environmental Gains? Using Outcome Frames and Prospect 
Theory to Guide Invasive Species Communication 
Alex DeGolia is a PhD candidate in the Bren School of Environmental Science and 
Management at UC Santa Barbara. His dissertation research focuses on why individuals 
engage in different types of environmental action in pursuit of similar goals and how 
environmental message framing influences attitudes and activism. Alex also currently 
works as a research manager for the Analyst Institute, where he helps develop, implement, 
and analyze randomized field experiments for progressive political organizations. Prior to 
attending the Bren School, Alex worked for two years in the Obama Administration, for the 
Office of Management and Budget and the Department of Commerce. He also spent fifteen 
months in 2007-2008 working for Obama for America across six states. Alex holds a B.A. from 
Swarthmore College and an M.A. from UC Santa Barbara, both in political science. 

Parrish Bergquist Mit 
The State-Level Foundations of Partisan Sorting  
Parrish Bergquist is a doctoral candidate at MIT’s departments of Political Science and Urban 
Studies & Planning. She studies public opinion, political parties, and political representation in 
the United States, with a focus on state politics and the environment. Her dissertation project 
addresses the relationship between elite-partisan and public attitudes about environmental 
protection, and asks why the relationship between party positions and public attitudes 
varies across political issues. She is also working on two collaborative projects, one of which 
examines public attitudes about energy transmission infrastructure. The second assesses 
whether changes in temperature and other climatic indicators influence the public’s views 
about climate change. Parrish grew up in Birmingham, AL, earned her B.A. from the University 
of Virginia and master’s degrees in environmental policy and urban planning from the 
University of Michigan. 

Madeline Gottlieb University of California, Davis 
Narrative Policy Framework: An empirical examination of predictive power
Madeline Gottlieb is a PhD student in the Graduate Group of Ecology, focusing on human 
ecology and environmental policy. Before coming to UC Davis she worked at Resources 
for the Future (RFF), a think tank in Washington, DC, on a multi-faceted project examining 
public perceptions and regulatory aspects of shale development. Her interests broadly center 
around human-environment interactions and how social networks shape those interactions, 
particularly in the context of environmental justice. At UC Davis her research focuses on 
community impacts of hydraulic fracturing and shale development. She holds a dual degree 
in environmental studies and economics from Connecticut College. Madeline is an active 
participant in her community - she was the co-chair of the Ecology Graduate Student 
Association and co-founded a new publication to increase the visibility of Ecology students’ 
research. She is an avid reader, thinker and adventurer who always looks forward to the next 
challenge.

MAY 18th   |   9:00-10:15   |   PANEL 1

DISCUSSANT 

Ryan Scott
evans sChool of PUBliC PoliCy & GovernanCe, UW Seattle
Ryan is a doctoral student in the Daniel J Evans School of Public Affairs, and his primary interest 
is in the development of policies to support risk management of emerging technologies. He is 
particularly interested in the role and provision of scientific information in areas of policy uncertainty. 
His work has included the use of life cycle assessment and decision analysis to study the impacts 
of nanotechnology in the photovoltaic sector and the use statistical and historical methods to 
characterize the role of benefit cost analysis and decision analysis in contested environmental policy 
decisions. Currently he is studying the development and efficacy of risk governance policies in the 
unconventional gas sector. Ryan has a masters degree in Public Policy and Management from 
the University of Washington, and Bachelor of Arts degrees in History and Political Science from 
Washington State University.

CHAIR 

Ryan Kelly
sChool of Marine & environMental affairs, UW seattle
Trained as both an ecologist and a lawyer, Ryan Kelly has a broad set of interests, focused both 
on hard scientific data and policymakers’ use of those data. From the science side, he studies the 
interplay between geography, ecology, and genetics in marine species. His more applied research 
joins genetic and ecological research with real-world implementation in law and policy, particularly 
with respect to environmental monitoring, resource management, endangered species, and ocean 
acidification. In general, he is drawn to projects that have significant elements of both scientific and 
policy relevance as we work towards more sustainable use of marine resources.

PANELISTS
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Yael Barash-Harman heBreW UnIverSIty, JerUSalem 
The effect of trade on the environmental performance of local Indian firms 

Yael Barash is a PhD candidate in the Advanced School of Environmental Studies at the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem. She holds an M.Sc in microbiology and a Masters of 
Business Administration. Yael is a founding member of BioPetroClean, a start-up company 
specializing in industrial wastewater through bioremediation, which operates mainly in India. 
Yael’s research utilizes her experience in microbiology and business to explore the factors 
influencing Indian firms’ environmental behavior. Her study illuminates how a matrix of 
factors, including type of sector, product, and target markets, determine whether and how 
companies clean up after themselves. 

Alexander Ruch  cornell UnIverSIty 
The Empire Strikes Back: Activism, Industry Mobilization, and the Adoption of 
Pro-GMO Policies 

Alexander Ruch is a PhD student in the Department of Sociology at Cornell University, 
where he is also earning a PhD minor in information science. His research links culture 
and cognition, social psychology, and political sociology using network, computational, 
and experimental methods. In these areas, he has studied morality, identity, risk, and 
conflicts between science, technology, and culture. Alexander also researches how food 
systems affect individuals’ diets over time from a nutritional epidemiology standpoint. 
Alexander earned his MA in sociology from the University of Iowa and his MPH from the 
State University of New York at Buffalo. 

Caitlin Scott  UnIverSIty of Waterloo 
Sustainably sourced junk food? Big Food and the making of sustainable diets

Caitlin Scott is a PhD Candidate and SSHRC Doctoral Fellow at the University of Waterloo 
in the School of Environment, Resources and Sustainability. Her research explores the 
challenges of governing for sustainable diets focusing on ideational debates and power. 
She is interested specifically in food at the intersection of health and environmental 
issues. Caitlin’s interest in this topic comes from an academic background in 
environmental studies and a personal interest in nutrition and health. Her work places 
emphasis on the role that Big Food corporations are playing in framing the sustainability 
of their products and investigates how ultra-processed foods fit into conceptions of 
sustainable diets. In addition to her research, Caitlin is the student coordinator for the 
Waterloo Food Issues Group, the administrator and treasurer for the Canadian Association 
of Food Studies, and a volunteer program analyst for the Regional Sustainability Initiative 
at Sustainable Waterloo Region.

Business 
& the Natural 
Environment

MAY 18th, 2017   |    10:30-11:45    |     PANEL 2

CHAIR 

Christine Ingebretsen 
DePartMent of sCanDinavian stUDies, UW seattle
Christine Ingebritsen is Professor of Scandinavian Studies, Director of the Center for West European 
Studies and Chair of the Hellenic Studies Program. Her work seeks to explain how and why Scandinavian 
governments (Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Finland and Iceland) have responded differently to 
contemporary challenges. Collectively, Scandinavia seeks to export best practices to international 
institutions and acts as a “norm entrepreneur” in several important issue-areas (the environment, human 
rights and security). Her current project, “Ecological Institutionalism: The Greening of Global Capitalism” 
explores the integration of ecology with studies of productivity and profit.

DISCUSSANT 

Mathieu Dubeau
DePartMent of PolitiCal sCienCe, UW seattle
Mathieu Dubeau is a PhD student in the Department of Political Science, and a graduate fellow at 
the Center for Environmental Politics. His primary research interests study the intersection of political 
ecology, political theory, and international relations as they relate to logics of capitalism. His previous 
work investigates the dual exploitation of labor and appropriation of non-human “nature” necessary for 
the creation of surplus-value. More recently, he has turned his gaze towards the increasing dependence 
of capitalism on the extraction of value from non-human sources. His dissertation seeks to further 
problematize these relationships of exploitation, and hopes to dislodge the dominate logic of possessive 
individualism that provides the ideological foundation and justification for capitalist extraction.this 
management.

PANELISTS
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Environmental 
Regimes & Networks

Jessica Rudnick  University of California, Davis 
Agriculture Policy Networks across Multiple Places and Regions
Jessica Rudnick is a social-environmental scientist in the second year of her Ph.D. work in 
the Graduate Group in Ecology at the University of California Davis. Her research interests 
focus on human behavior in agroecological systems, climate-agriculture adaptation, and the 
development of agro-environmental policy, with a focus on farming communities that are at 
high risk of climate change impacts. She has been working at the intersection of scientific 
research and policy as a research fellow at the California Department of Food and Agriculture 
analyzing policy tools that support adaptation and building resilience in California’s food 
system. Her dissertation work seeks to examine influences on agricultural decision-making and 
the adoption of multi-benefit, climate-smart farm management practices. Jessica holds a BA 
in Environmental Earth Science from Washington University in St. Louis and has worked with 
community development organizations on urban farming initiatives prior to beginning her 
graduate work.

Laura Herzog  University of Bern, sWitzerlanD 
The Perception of Environmental Problems – A Trigger for Cooperation?
Laura M. Herzog is a Ph.D. student at the Institute of Political Science at the University of Bern 
where she is part of the research group Policy Analysis and Environmental Governance. She 
is interested in the dynamics of social-ecological systems, the emergence of environmental 
and common-pool resource problems and the development of regulatory institutions. In her 
dissertation she analyses the drivers of cooperation among actors engaged in water quality 
policy. She uses social network analyses tools to study these cooperation patterns. In particular, 
she investigates the mechanisms leading to collective action and the development of policy 
instruments regulating micro-pollutants in the river Rhine. Laura holds a Diploma (Master’s 
Degree) in Political Science from the Freie Universität Berlin.

MAY 17th, 2017   |    1:45-3:00    |     PANEL 3

Shiming Yang  University of soUthern California 
Trade for the Environment: Transboundary Hazardous Waste Movements after the 
Basel Convention
Shiming Yang is a PhD candidate of Political Science and International Relations at University 
of Southern California. Prior to joining the USC, she studied environmental science and policy 
at University of Virginia and University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. Her research interest lies in 
environmental policies and international environmental negotiations of developing countries. 
Her dissertation studies developing countries’ negotiations on ozone protection and Climate 
Change. Other research projects include local economy and environmental regulations of China.

CHAIR

Karen Litfin 
Department of polItIcal ScIence , UW Seattle
Karen Litfin is Associate Professor of Political Science at the UW-Seattle. Her books include 
Ozone Discourses: Science and Politics in Global Environmental Cooperation; The Greening 
of Sovereignty; and most recently, Ecovillages: Lessons for Sustainable Community. Karen’s 
work integrates the objective, subjective and intersubjective dimensions of sustainability. Her 
current research is on contemplative practices in global education, with particular attention 
to the neuroscience of learning.

DISCUSSANT 

Allison Kelly
evans sChool of PUBliC PoliCy & GovernanCe, UW Seattle
Allison Kelly is a PhD student in the Public Policy and Management program at the Evans 
School of Public Affairs. Her research interests include environmental policy and international 
development, as well as ecological economics and the valuation of ecosystem services. She 
is particularly interested in studying how to incorporate and balance social, economic, and 
ecological goals in reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation (REDD) 
programs. Allison is a returned Peace Corps Volunteer (Panama 2009-11; Community 
Environmental Conservation) and previously worked for the California Coastal Commission. 
She earned a Bachelor of Science in Conservation and Resource Studies at the University of 
California at Berkeley in 2006.

PANELISTS
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Adrienne Strubb  University of Minnesota
Selecting science in the South: evaluating the capacity of natural resource knowledge-
brokering in Texas 
Adrienne Strubb is a PhD candidate in Forest Resources at University of Minnesota. She holds 
a BS in Wildlife and Fisheries Sciences and a BA in French from Oregon State University. 
She completed her MA in International Environmental Policy from the Middlebury Institute 
of International Studies in Monterey, California in 2011. Her broader interests have been 
to understand how science is selected and filtered by individuals and organizations for 
application. Drawing from information-seeking literature, Adrienne explores the capacity for 
scientific knowledge transfer in agencies that govern complex and changing environments. Her 
dissertation looks to understand the relationships between institutional incentives and barriers 
and individual motivation to seek innovative science over “tried and true” methods.

Georgia Pfeiffer  University of arizona
Advocacy Coalitions and the Structure of Environmental Policy Networks
Georgia Pfeiffer is a doctoral student in the School of Government and Public Policy at the 
University of Arizona. Her broad research interests include environmental policy, diffusion of 
energy technologies, and network studies. Her current research uses network analysis to examine 
the policy making process surrounding environmental issues. In particular, the study presented 
at this workshop explores the patterns of collaboration within a community of professionals who 
evaluate environmental risk in a policy setting.

Environmental Policy
& Regulatory Processes

MAY 17th, 2017  |    3:30-4:45    |     PANEL 4

DISCUSSANT

Daniel Feinberg
sChool of forestry anD environMental sCienCe, UW seattle

Daniel Feinberg is a doctoral student in the School of Environmental and Forest Sciences 
at the University of Washington. Broadly, his research interests include urban ecology and 
the intersection of science and policy. More specifically, his current work aims to investigate 
determinants of hazard mitigation planning in the context of climate change in Washington 
State. Previously, Daniel earned an M.S. in Wildlife Ecology and Conservation from the University 
of Florida and a B.A. in Biology from Hamilton College. He also studied Environmental Science 
at the Marine Biological Laboratory in Woods Hole, MA and served as a Biological Aide with the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in Virginia Beach, VA.

CHAIR

Todd Wildermuth 
School of laW, UW Seattle
Dr. Todd A. Wildermuth is the Director of the UW Environmental Law Program. He is the co-
foudner of the UW Regulatory Environmental Law and Policy Clinic that assists organizations 
and individuals seeking to influence environmental policy through the submission of public 
comments on major environmental regulations. He coordinates UW Law’s current environmental 
curricular offerings, works with other faculty to increase UW’s depth and stature in the field, and 
conducts outreach on behalf of the environmental law program.

PANELISTS

Kristin Olofsson  University of ColoraDo, Denver 
Individual Participation in High-Conflict Policy Issues: How Context Influences 
Micro-Level Political Behavior in the Policy Proces
Kristin Olofsson is a PhD candidate in Public Affairs at the University of Colorado Denver School 
of Public Affairs. She is a research assistant with the Workshop on Public Policy Research and 
a research fellow with the University of Stirling, Scotland, UK. She has been funded through 
National Science Foundation grants focusing on unconventional oil and gas exploration in 
several states and the development of low-carbon cities in China, India and the United States. 
Her past research focused on financial and economic market growth as well as political 
psychology and its intersection with advanced democratic values. Her current work explores the 
political behavior of policy actors, to better capture the impact of participation within the policy 
process and the resulting quality of politics. Kristin earned her BA in Political Science from the 
University of Colorado Boulder and an MS in Development Studies from Uppsala University in 
Uppsala, Sweden
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Robert Huber  eth zUriCh 
The Influence of Social Norm Interventions on Voluntary Carbon Offsetting 
Robert A. Huber is a PhD student in the International Relations group at ETH Zurich, 
Switzerland. He holds a MA degree from the University of Salzburg. Robert’s work focuses on 
explanations and consequences of populism as well as explanations of climate skepticism 
and environmental behavior. He published articles in Political Studies and Zeitschrift für 
Vergleichende Politikwissenschaft.

Steve Karceski  University of WashinGton
Taxing Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
Steven is a graduate student in the Sociology Department at the University of Washington. 
His research focuses on taxation, with a particular interest in taxes on greenhouse gas-
emitting activities and the political, economic, and cultural factors associated with their 
use.  More generally, he is interested in political sociology, fiscal sociology, and political 
economy. He earned a BA in Business and Economics from North Park University in 
Chicago.

Youngbin Joo  University of alBerta
Unbundling the Effects of Financial Development and Industrial Policy on the 
Adoption of Renewable Energy Production and Innovation: Cross-Country 
Evidence
Youngbin Joo is a doctoral candidate in the Department of Strategic Management & 
Organization at the Alberta School of Business, University of Alberta (Canada). His research 
is at the intersection of innovation, institutional theory, and business strategy, with a focus 
on clean technology development. He explores how institutional environments both enable 
and constrain innovations, with social, environmental and economic consequences for 
regional and national communities. Youngbin earned his master’s and bachelor’s degrees in 
Economics from McGill University in Canada. 

Climate 
Governance

MAY 18th, 2017   |    9:00-10:15    |     PANEL 5

 CHAIR

Laura Evans 
evans sChool of PUBliC PoliCy & GovernanCe, UW Seattle

Laura Evans joined the Evans School faculty in 2004. She studies the politics of American 
federalism. Dr. Evans explores the determinants of regional policy coordination and 
competition, with particular attention to institutional arrangements and racial and economic 
inequality. Dr. Evans was a Robert Wood Johnson Scholar in Health Policy Research at 
Harvard University; a Brookings Research Fellow at the Brookings Institution; recipient of 
the 2012 award for Best Book on Race, Ethnicity, and Public Policy from the Race, Ethnicity, 
and Politics Section of the American Political Science Association; and recipient of the 2006 
Best Dissertation Award from the Urban Politics Section of the American Political Science 
Association.

 DISCUSSANT

Kate Crosman
evans sChool of PUBliC PoliCy & GovernanCe, UW Seattle

Kate Crosman is a PhD student in the Evans School of Public Policy and Governance. 
Her research is problem-focused, motivated by issues of marine common pool resource 
management, with a particular focus on cooperative and community-based approaches. 
Her theoretical base includes public policy, political science, collaborative management and 
common pool resource theories, and she seeks to apply an interdisciplinary frame to her work 
by integrating social and ecological systems and questions of power into a holistic analysis. Kate 
is a Trainee with the IGERT Program in Ocean Change; she holds a MSc in Natural Resources 
and Environment from the University of Michigan, and a BA in Political Science from Davidson 
College. Prior to graduate school Kate worked for many years, in many beautiful natural places, 
as a teacher and guide in the tourism services industry.

PANELISTS
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Tingjia Chen  University of arizona 
Public Awareness and Biased Environmental Regulation in China 
Tingjia Chen is a PhD candidate in the School of Government and Public Policy at the 
University of Arizona. Her research interests include institutional analysis and environmental 
politics and policy with a geographical focus on China. Her current research is exploring the 
causes and consequences of environmental injustice in China. Specifically, she is studying 
how political network, economic discrepancy, and public awareness affect the regulatory 
behaviors and how the regulatory behaviors shape strategic competition among local 
governments.  

Yue Fang  University of MiChiGan, ann arBor 
Is a Word to the Wise Sufficient?: Evidence from China’s “Invite-to-talk” 
Environmental Policy
Yue Fang is a PhD Candidate in Business Economics at Ross School of Business,
University of Michigan. Despite his primary interest in financial economics, he is also 
interested in the political economy of environmental issues. In particular, he has been 
focusing on issues related to the pollution problem and the unique mode of governance in 
China.

Michael Davidson  Mit 
Markets for Wind Electricity in China: Case Studies of Energy Policy and 
Regulation 
Michael Davidson is a PhD candidate in engineering systems at the MIT Institute for Data, 
Systems, and Society, and a researcher with the MIT Joint Program on the Science and 
Policy of Global Change. Michael studies the engineering implications and institutional 
conflicts inherent in deploying renewable energy at scale, particularly in systems with 
emerging electricity markets. His dissertation project focuses on integration challenges 
in China’s wind sector, using a combination of engineering-economic modeling and 
qualitative process-tracing to understand the impact and mechanisms of market transitions.

Environmental 
Governance 

in China

DISCUSSANT

Hanjie Wang
DePartMent of PolitiCal sCienCe, UW seattle

Hanjie is a Ph.D. Student in the Department of Political Science. She studies international 
relations, focusing on international environmental politics and international law. Currently, 
her research interests include 1) global politics of renewable energy, the dynamic 
between energy transition and international political order; the issues of transnational 
environmental migrations, in particular international regulations and human rights; and 
3) eco-feminism. She holds a Master’s degree in International Affairs from the Graduate 
Institute, Geneva (IHEID), and has worked for the International Institute for Sustainable 
Development (IISD).

MAY 18th, 2017   |    10:30-11:45    |     PANEL 6

CHAIR

Will McGuire
InterDIScIplInary artS anD ScIence, UW tacoma 
William McGuire is an Assistant Professor of Economics in the School of Interdisciplinary 
Arts and Sciences at the University of Washington Tacoma. He currently has two 
active lines of research related to environmental governance. One focuses on the role 
of voluntary industry standards in the private provision of environmental and other 
credence goods. The other focuses on how social norms influence the public’s valuation of 
environmental amenities, and the implications of these norms for environmental policy.

PANELISTS
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Local & 
Community level 
Environmental 

Politics

MAY 18th, 2017   |    1:45-3:00    |     PANEL 7

Yuan (Daniel) Cheng
inDiana University, BlooMinGton 
Understanding Government-Supporting Nonprofits and Their Relationship with 
Governments: Evidence from Local Parks and Recreation Services 
Yuan (Daniel) Cheng is a Ph.D. Candidate in Public Affairs at Indiana University School of 
Public and Environmental Affairs. His research agenda is focused on a range of theoretical and 
managerial questions lying at the nexus of governance, government-nonprofit relationships, 
and the distributional and performance implications of cross-sectoral collaboration, often with 
a substantive focus on urban sustainability. His dissertation project examines the processes 
and consequences of nonprofits becoming important players in determining and supporting 
public service provision, in the context of parks and recreation services in large U.S. cities.  
http://yuandanielcheng.weebly.com/

Rachel Freeman  University of WashinGton
Drinking Water Quality in Seattle Public Schools: A Case of Environmental Equity

Rachel Freeman-Blakeslee is a master’s candidate at the University of Washington’s School 
of Marine and Environmental Affairs. Her research interests lie at the intersection of policy, 
environmental equity, and public health, particularly as they pertain to water quality and 
access. Her international work has primarily explored water, sanitation, and hygiene challenges 
of remote and developing regions of the world. Her current research examines the current 
state of water quality in the Seattle Public School District, and the larger inequities associated 
with childhood exposure to lead from school drinking water sources.

Ipsita Das  University of north Carolina, ChaPel hill 
Social Capital, Cooking-Related Perceptions and Clean Fuel Use in Rwanda

Ipsita Das is a doctoral candidate in the Department of Public Policy at University of 
North Carolina, Chapel Hill. Her research interests are in examining the relationships 
between environment, energy poverty, health and development outcomes;health-
improving technology adoption and behavior change; and program evaluation. Her 
dissertation focuses on understanding the individual, household and community-
level determinants of clean energy adoption in India and Rwanda. She holds 
a Master of Public Policy from Duke University, Post-Graduate degree in Rural 
Management from Xavier Institute of Management, Bhubaneswar, India, and a 
Bachelor degree in Sociology (Honors) from Miranda House, University of Delhi, 
India. 

CHAIR

Tom Koontz 
InterDIScIplInary artS anD ScIence, UW tacoma 
Tom Koontz is Associate Professor of Environmental Studies at the University of Washington 
Tacoma. He has written extensively on collaborative environmental governance, especially 
watershed management, both in U.S. states and in Germany in the context of the European 
Union Water Framework Directive. Tom has served as Associate Editor for the Journal of 
Forestry and Society & Natural Resources, and on the editorial board of Policy Studies Journal 
and the Journal of Public Administration Research and Theory. He is currently collaborating 
on two book projects: one on the challenges of collaboration and the other on governing 
complexity through polycentricity. His current research with students examines the use of 
science and plan implementation in regional watersheds including the Puget Sound.

DISCUSSANT

Kylie Clay
DePartMent of PolitiCal sCienCe, UW seattle

Kylie Clay is a doctoral student in the Department of Political Science. She studies 
comparative and international political economy, focusing on natural resource management 
and land use in developing countries. Her current research looks at the effects of agricultural 
productivity and land tenure on land use decision-making and deforestation in Sub-
Saharan Africa. She holds a Master’s degree in Political Science and Political Economy from 
the London School of Economics and, prior to her studies at UW, worked as an economic 
consultant for the Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations (FAO).
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Farah Hegazi  DUke University
Patron-Client Networks and Protests:  
The Politics of Water and Sanitation in Egypt
Farah F. Hegazi is a Ph.D. student in environmental politics and policy at Duke 
University. Her primary research focuses on the challenges that governments in the 
Middle East and North Africa face in delivering water and sanitation services to un-
served and under-served areas, and how to overcome those challenges. She also 
conducts research on environmental security and environmental peacebuilding. 
Farah holds a BSc. in environmental science from McGill University and a Master of 
Environmental Management from Duke University.

Brett Miller  Utah state University 
The Influence of Water-Related Recreational Activity and Community 
Activeness on Water Policy Perspectives 
Brett Miller is a PhD student in Sociology and a graduate research assistant with 
the iUTAH research project. Brett began his academic career as an environmental 
educator, culminating in an appointment at the University of Idaho’s McCall Outdoor 
Science School where he earned his Environmental Education Certificate in 2013. This 
appointment led to earning his Master of Science in Natural Resources in 2015; Brett 
wrote his thesis on the ecosystem service value of streamflow in the Salmon River 
Basin, Idaho. In his doctoral program in Sociology, he is working with Dr. Courtney Flint 
studying the values and vulnerabilities associated with water in northern Utah as well as 
regional perspectives on the Wasatch Mountains.

Berdakh Utemuratov University of ConneCtiCUt
Climate information, risk perceptions and adaptation action in the water sector
Berdakh Utemuratov is a PhD candidate in the Department of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering at the University of Connecticut. Being a person from the south of Aral Sea 
and witnessing its shrinking – he is very much concerned with environmental policies and 
governance. He is currently working on understanding the climate information use by 
water sector managers in US, thus improving the “science – decision making” relationship 
in water governance. However, his main research area is on understanding the role of 
knowledge in groundwater governance and conflict management and many of his other 
research works focuses on Central Asia water as well.  He holds Master’s degrees on Water 
Resources Development and Natural Resources Management from Indian Institute of 
Technology Roorkee (IITRoorkee) and North Dakota State University (NDSU) respectively. 
Prior to US worked as an irrigation and drainage system design engineer for various 
projects funded under World Bank, ADB, and UNDP in Uzbekistan.    
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 CHAIR

David Fluharty 
sChool of Marine & environMental affairs, UW seattle
David Fluharty studies marine resource management and policy. His research 
and teaching examines ways to implement ecosystem-based approaches to the 
management of fisheries, marine protected areas and marine spatial planning. He 
studies the regional effects of climate change on societies in the Pacific Northwest, and 
with respect to living marine resource management in the Arctic and elsewhere. In 
addition, Fluharty has a distinguished record of public service on issues local, national 
and global. He chaired the Science Advisory Board for the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration and served as a member of the North Pacific Fisheries 
Management Council. He has consulted on projects from West Africa to the Yellow Sea.

DISCUSSANT

Will Gochberg
DePartMent of PolitiCal sCienCe, UW seattle

Will Gochberg is a doctoral student in the department of Political Science at the 
University of Washington, and a Center for Environmental Politics fellow.  He studies the 
politics of resource management and land rights in developing countries.  His current 
research examines the ways in which resource booms shape how landholders secure 
their property rights, with a focus on sub-Saharan Africa.  Will holds a master’s degree in 
political science from the University of British Columbia.  

PANELISTS
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