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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

  

 

 

HOUSING AUTHORITY ADOPTS NEW COVID-19  

SAFETY AND STABILITY MEASURES 

 

Temporary C19 “Stay at Home” Homeless Referral Preference and Distribution of Masks 

 

Champaign, IL. May 5, 2020. The Housing Authority of Champaign County cares about the 

health and safety of our participants, staff, and the community as a whole. We are taking the novel 

coronavirus (COVID-19) seriously and working actively to prevent its spread within our 

jurisdiction, as well as ensure housing stability throughout the community. Recently adopted 

measures include temporary wait list preference for referrals from homeless service partner 

organizations and the distribution of donated masks to seniors in HACC’s Rental Assistance 

Demonstration (RAD) properties. 

The Department of Housing and Urban Development recently issued Notice PIH2020-05. This 

notice allows housing authorities the flexibility to waive various statutory and regulatory 

requirements.  In order to ensure housing stability for Champaign County’s most vulnerable 

population, HACC has implemented a new Temporary C19 “Stay at Home” Homeless Wait List 

Preference targeting individuals and families facing homelessness during the crisis. To expedite 

the housing process, and in accordance with HUD guidance, HACC will also temporarily waive 

initial property inspection requirements exclusively for this population of referrals, with a 

formal inspection to take place later in the year.   

Referrals from service provider partners will immediately be placed at the top of the wait list for 

assistance which will then be provided based on availability. Service providers will be able to 

indicate preference for HACC’s Housing Choice Voucher, Project Based Voucher, and senior 

RAD programs during the referral process. HACC will begin accepting referrals on May 11, 

2020, and will continue to do so until July 31, 2020, with placement of referred individuals and 

families continuing until the end of the year. During this time, HACC will continue servicing 

current applicants on the waiting list on a first come, first serve basis.  

In order to be eligible for the “Stay at Home” preference, individuals and families facing housing 

instability must receive a referral through a partner organization of  the Continuum of Service 

Providers to the Homeless (CSPH)  and must have been receiving shelter services for at least two 

weeks prior to referral. This requirement is aimed at freeing up capacity for our partners and 

transitioning their clients to more stable living situations. Prior to beginning acceptance of 

referrals, HACC will provide community partners with information on the temporary policy 

changes and referral process. HACC remains committed to its mission of ensuring quality living 
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environments, especially in this time of crisis, and looks forward to working with its Champaign 

County partners to do so.  

“The 'Stay at Home' preference is an important aspect of how we're fighting this pandemic. To 

provide individuals with stable housing is already the mission of the Housing Authority of 

Champaign County. That's what we're continuing to do with this measure as we work toward 

building a better Champaign County, even in this time of crisis," said HACC Executive 

Director/CEO David Northern. 

HACC is also taking measures to address availability of personal protective equipment (PPE) for 

our most vulnerable clients. According to information published by the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC), older adults and those with underlying medical conditions are 

particularly vulnerable to contracting COVID-19, and more likely to experience more severe 

symptoms of the disease.  Nursing homes, long-term care facilities, and other congregate living 

environments designated for senior citizens have been particularly impacted by COVID-19. 

There are approximately 296 senior residents (age 55 and older) living at HACC’s Rental 

Assistance Demonstration (RAD) Properties receiving project-based housing assistance. In 

support of our ongoing efforts to provide safe living environments for our senior residents and 

prevent the spread of the virus, we reached out to partners for help in securing masks to protect 

this population. A community partner immediately answered the call and donated over 350 cloth 

face masks to HACC. 

The masks will be distributed to residents at Washington Square Apartments, 108 W. Washington 

St., Champaign, IL and Steer Place Apartments, 1202 E. Harding St., Urbana, IL on Tuesday, May 

5, 2020 at 2 p.m. The remainder of the masks will be distributed to the other RAD Properties 

(Columbia Place, Hayes Homes, Youman Place, Manor at Prairie Crossing, and Haven at Market 

Place) by the end of the week. 

For emergency COVID -19 related updates, please visit us at: https://hacc.net/emergency-

updates-covid-19/. 

 

For social media updates, please visit us on Facebook at: Housing Authority of Champaign 

County, Housing Authority of Champaign County Enrichment Foundation, Housing Authority of 

Champaign County YouthBuild. 

 

For more information visit www.HACC.net and for questions/concerns, please contact: 

concerns@hacc.net or 217-372-7100 x 5001. 
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