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The word “abortion” is not 
found in the Bible.

The Bible does have significant 
things to say about the unborn 
child.

These passages indicate that an 
unborn child is a human being.



PREMISE #1  - It is wrong to murder a 
person

Premise #2  - The unborn is a person 

Conclusion: Therefore it is wrong to 
murder the unborn.



The Unborn is described as having 
personal  attributes:

Ps 51:5, David says, “Behold, I was 
brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my 
mother conceived me”.

Luke 1:44, “For behold, when the sound 
of your greeting reached my ears, the 
baby leaped in my womb for joy.”



Baby described by Personal 
Pronouns:

 Jeremiah 1:5 says, “Before I formed you 
in the womb I knew you, and before you 
were born I consecrated you, I have 
appointed you a prophet to the nations.”



Matthew 1:20 & 21 states, “But when he 
had considered this, behold, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
saying, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the 
Child who has been conceived in her is 
of the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son; 
and you shall call His name Jesus, for He 
will save His people from their sins.”



An unborn child was protected by 
same punishment as for adults:

 Exodus 21:22-23  “If men struggle with each 
other and strike a women with child so that 
she gives birth prematurely, yet there is no 
injury, he shall surely be fined as the 
women’s husband may demand of him, and 
he shall pay as the judges decide.   But if 
there is any further injury, then you shall 
appoint as a penalty life for life …”



Is Abortion Immoral? 

Yes – Don Marquis in The Journal of Philosophy (1989) 

• Abortion is wrong because it deprives the individual of a future that he or she 
would otherwise have

No – Margaret Olivia Little in Contemporary Debates in Applied Ethics (2005)

• Continuous development from fertilization to birth 

• Poverty of Idea Theory (rights and values) 

• A pregnant woman actively gestates, so she is not just a passive carrier



Roe v. Wade  

• January 22, 1973

• Split Decision (7-2) 

• Allowed for Termination of Pregnancy During the First Trimester 

• Gave States the Right to Set up Conditions Concerning the Second and Third 

Trimesters 

• Upheld the Woman’s Right to Privacy Based on Fourteenth Amendment 



Don Marquis

• “Abortion is, except possibly in rare cases, seriously immoral, that is in 

the same moral category as killing an innocent adult human being.”  

• This is a general argument that avoids difficult circumstances such as the 

health of the mother being in jeopardy, abortion after rape, etc.  

• The argument assumes that “a fetus is the sort of being whose life it is 

seriously wrong to end.” 

• Pro-Life and Pro-Choice arguments are symmetrical 

• Biological vs. Psychological 



“Loss of a Future Like Ours Argument”

It is not wrong to kill a person because of the effect on the killer or the 

effect on the victim’s family and friends. It is wrong to kill a person 

because it deprives them of any future experiences, activities, projects, 

and/or enjoyments. To kill an unborn child also deprives them of all 

future experiences, activities, projects, and/or enjoyments. Thus, it is 

wrong to kill an unborn child. 



Margaret Olivia Little 

• “I believe that early abortion is fully permissible, widely decent, and, 

indeed can be honorable. This is not, though, because I regard 

burgeoning human life as “mere tissue”: on the contrary, I think it 

has a value worthy of special respect.” 

• Abortion at later stages is “multiply more complicated.” 

• Little is discussing abortions in the first half of pregnancy.



Ethics of Gestation

• The mother is not just a passive carrier, but she provides the growth 

and development – donating nourishment, creating blood, delivering 

oxygen, providing hormonal triggers for development, etc. 

• The right to life does not include the right to have all assistance 

needed to maintain that life (Judith Thomson, 1971).

• Killing vs. Letting Die 

• The fetus already has a “downward trajectory.” 

• Little does not accept that procreation creates ultimate responsibility



Intimacy, Pregnancy, and Motherhood
• Pregnancy involves physical and emotional issues in many women 

• Motherhood changes a woman’s “fundamental practical identity”

• Adoption may make a woman feel like she has done wrong by the 

child 

• “A piece of the heart will forever walk outside one’s body”

• Permissibly declining to be a mother shows the right way to value 

pregnancy and parenthood

• Illustration of accepting a marriage proposal or sleeping with soldiers

• Norms of Responsible Creation 



My Opinions 
• Abortion is an extremely difficult topic that must not be 

oversimplified. 

• Elective vs. Therapeutic Abortion (Natural Processes) 

• God’s view of a person before birth (e.g. Jeremiah 1:5; Psalm 139:13-

16; Isaiah 49:1,5)

• Human Beings are Created in God’s Image (Gen. 1:26-27) 

• Consistency in thought on the “value of life” 

• A prerequisite understanding of sex and the responsibility of creating 

life is necessary in discussing abortion.



My Opinions 
• Abortion is objectively wrong outside of religious teaching – it is the 

taking of innocent life. 

• The mother takes on the responsibility of potential motherhood 

when she participates in unprotected sexual activity. 

• Adoption is a life-changing event for many families. 

• We cannot legislate morality, but we can fight (and vote) for things 

that are right, particularly as it relates to saving innocent lives. 

• Abortion is not a passive activity as suggested by Little, it is an active 

ending of life before it has a chance to begin.




