
Let Us Rise Up and Build
Envelopes are available on the back of the 
pews to make your donation to the Building 
Fund for the new Fellowship Hall/Education 
Building.  Total funds through 2/29/16 in 
the Building and Emergency Fund total 
$258,150.36.  “FILL A CAN” ARE 
AVAILABLE FOR  PICKUP.  Week of  September 25th

Contribution............................$6232
Budget.....................................$6900
Weekly Average YTD..............$6880
Bible Study..................................136
AM Worship.................................184
PM Worship.................................145
Wednesday Evening...................

Service Times
Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 AM
Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM

Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 PM

Elders
Bob Burton 

Curtis Kingsley 
Mark Pettit 

351  North Main Street
Ellijay, Georgia  30540

email:office@ellijaychurchofchrist.com
www.ellijaychurchofchrist.com

Church Office  706-635-2950  
Newsline  706-276-7283 

We are so glad that you are with us today! Our 
service will be to praise and worship God and to 

encourage and uplift us to face another week. We will 
sing (Eph. 5:19, Col. 3:16), pray (James 5:15-18), and 
partake of the Lord’s Supper to remember our Savior’s 
sacrifice on the cross (Acts 20:7, 1 Cor. 11:23-26). We 
will also give back a portion of the monetary blessings 
that God has granted us so that we can carry out His 
work in our community (1 Cor. 16:2, 2 Cor. 9:7). 
We will also study a lesson from His Word that will 
hopefully be applicable to our daily lives, so that we can 
be equipped to handle the pressures of this world and 
reach those outside of Christ (2 Tim. 2:15). If you are a 
visitor, please fill out the yellow visitor’s card and pass 
it to the end of the aisle so it can be collected. You are 
truly an honored guest, so please give us an opportunity 
to meet you after our services are over! “This is the day 
that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!”  

Missionary
Michael Dunbar

Highgate, Jamaica

Ministers
Jeremy Green

jeremy@ellijaychurchofchrist.org
334-614-1503
Butch Jones

butchjones@ellijay.com
706-273-0841
Chase Sharp
256-508-1048

chase@ellijaychurchofchrist.org

Bob Burkewitz
Rob Burton
Josh Chancey
Nathan Collier
Dennis Dove
Tim Hall
Junior Jenkins
John Johnson

Free Bible Correspondence 
is available by contacting the 
church office or Cleah Boaz 

at 706-636-4516.

Facebook - Ellijay Church of Christ 
Twitter - @ellijaycoc
Instagram - ellijaychurchofchrist

- Jeremy Green

Announcements

Scripture Reading 

Song  (#779)  I Love You, Lord

Song  (#797)  Lord, We Come Before Thee Now

Opening Prayer

Song (#176)  Lamb of God

Partake of the Lords Supper

Song (#704)  Bind Us Together

Song (#745)  Humble Yourself

Song (#749)  The Battle Belongs to the Lord

Message  

Song (#924)  Just As I Am

Song  (#711)  Blest Be the Tie That Binds

Closing Prayer

If you cannot serve, please contact Garry Rittenberry.  Copies of 
all sermons from our pulpit are available on CD for $1.00  Request 

sheet is posted on the bulletin board.

   Worship Assignments
Sunday Morning 

October 2nd
Jeremy Green
Tucker Hall
Lloyd Ferrell
Barry Kingsley
Mark Pettit
Eddy Mullinax

W. Gregory M. Hill
Ju. Jenkins Ja. Jenkins
B. Weeks J. Ledford
R. Kimsey B. Parker

L. Burton
B. Kingsley
J. Ralston
B. Parker
G&A Chancey
J. Mailen S. Norton
Q&J Holloway

Evening
Jeremy Green
David Green
Barry Kingsley
Marvin Pritchett
Eddy Mullinax

October 5th
Tim Hall
Tucker Hall
Eddy Mullinax

Announcements
Scripture Reading
Open Prayer
Song Leading
Close Prayer
Head Table

Assist

Usher

Greeters

Announcements
Open Prayer
Song Leading
Close Prayer
Communion

Announcements
Song Leading
Prayer

October 2, 2016

Brandon Jones
Barry Kingsley
Jason Ledford

Tate McCoy
John Painter
Will Parker

Barry Pritchett
Garry Rittenberry

Deacons

Why Are We Here?
Last Saturday, Karla and I began our vacation by traveling to the Loveliest Village 
on the Plains and attending the now infamous Auburn-LSU game. In fact, we sat in 
the end zone and had a bird’s eye view of the controversial last drive. We were also 
blessed to be able to enjoy time with our families before leaving for the rest of our trip.

While we were in Columbus, though, I heard a disturbing radio commercial advertising 
a new service at a local “megachurch.” 

“Come join us for our new 4:30 PM Saturday afternoon service. Come to our 
service and still be home in time to watch your favorite prime time college football 

game AND sleep in on Sunday morning! The service will feature exciting music 
and is open to everyone.”

I sat there dumbfounded for a moment as I tried to comprehend what they were trying 
to accomplish. Unfortunately, this is just one example of what the religious world 
has been willing to sacrifice to draw a crowd. 

There are several noticeable problems with this idea. The first is that Sunday is the 
Lord’s Day, not Saturday. Certainly, we should be faithful to God and glorify his name 
during the other six days of the week, but since the church’s inception, it has followed 
the divine instruction to gather on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:2, 
etc.). Another issue is the obvious attempt by this group and others like it to make 
church merely a social activity. Our meetings should be inspiring and encouraging, 
but they should never be people-pleasing. Notice what Paul said to about this subject 
in Galatians 1:10! If someone would rather watch football or sleep than attend the 
church’s assemblies, there is a serious problem! 

The big issue I have, however, is that this commercial never mentioned God – the 
OBJECT of our worship! When we gather together, we are here to humbly lift up 
songs of praise to His precious name! We are here to empty the contents of our hearts 
to Him in prayer through His Son’s name! We are here to thank Him and remember 
His great sacrifice during the communion feast! We are here to give to show Him 
thanks for the blessings that He has given us through the week. And finally, we are 
here to listen to His Word being presented. 

The way to reach the unchurched is not through charismatic services, letting them 
sleep in on Sunday, or making sure they are released in time to watch football. The 
way to reach the lost is by sharing the love of God and the message of Christ and 
Him crucified! I pray that we can all remember why we are here today – to worship 
almighty God! 

October 9th
Nathan Collier
Rylan Cochran
Richard Bohannon
Barry Kingsley
Bob Burton
John Painter

M. Hadden D. Sisson
M. Hill D. Ledford
S. Hall R. Ramariez
T. Hall  J. Ralston

R. Burton
T. Rochester
D. Bailey
J. Chancey
B. Morse J. Mailen
B&T Weeks
R&T Woods

Evening
Nathan Collier
Jason Ledford
Barry Kingsley
Spencer Hall
John Painter

October 12th
Barry Pritchett
David Green
Junior Jenkins



The Tomato Garden
An old gentleman lived alone in New Jersey. He wanted to plant his annual tomato garden, but it was very 
difficult work, as the ground was hard. His only son, Vincent, who used to help him, was in prison. The old man 
wrote a letter to his son and described his predicament:
 Dear Vincent, I am feeling pretty sad because it looks like I won’t be able to plant my tomato garden 
this year. I’m just getting too old to be digging up a garden plot. I know if you were here, my troubles would 

be over. I know you would be happy to dig the plot for me, like in the old days. 
Love, Papa

A few days later he received a letter from his son: 
Dear Papa, Don’t dig up that garden; that’s where the bodies are buried. 

Love, Vinnie

At 4:00 a.m. the next morning, FBI agents and local police arrived and dug up the entire area without finding 
any bodies. They apologized to the old man and left. That same day the old man received another letter from 

his son: 
Dear Papa, Go ahead and plant the tomatoes now. That’s the best I could do under the circumstances. 

Love you, Vinnie

 Assisted Living
Gladys Holloway 
Pauline Mullinax 

Gladys Logan Shultz 

TODAY - Snak-n-yak this evening.  Menu will be soups, chili and sandwiches, drinks and desserts. 

3rd - Georgia School of Preaching class. Taught by Bob Burt and will continue on Monday evenings 
through October 24th, 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM.

4th - Ladies Weekly Bible Class, 9:30 AM - 11:00 AM

9th & 16th - Devo at 8:00 AM in front of the court house for Apple Festival vendors and visitors.

13th - Trip Georgia Mountain Fall Festival.  Leave the building at 10:30 AM and return around 5:00 PM.  Lunch 
in Blairsville/Hiwassee.  Sign up on the board.

23rd - Gilmer Nursing Home Devo, 3:00 PM

29th - Trunk or Treat.  More information to come.

Clyde Mullinax broke his foot last week and under doctor’s 
care.

Bonnie Smith, Edith Hensley’s sister in law, is recovering 
from surgery for an infection in her back.  

Pam and Theodore Hall, Sandra Pankey’s sister and brother in law, are 
recovering from an automobile accident.  Pam is in critical condition in 
Gainesville’s hospital.  Theodore has broken ribs, arm, hand and fingers.

Jeff Carns, Sammy and Judy’s son in law, has had surgery for an 
artificial heart delayed due to health complications.

Sherry Kersey, Curtis and Shirley’s daughter, is recovering from surgery 
for a broken collarbone.

Papa Joe Murphy, a friend of many here, has been in the hospital with 
pneumonia and complications from it.

 Nursing Home 

CANCER PATIENTS
Kathy Holloway, Dennis Nicholson, Harry Dennard, Barbara 
Dilbeck, Steve Sisson, Charles Weeks, Billy Stells, Donald 
Watkins, Susie Rep, Morris Hill, Chris Watkins, John Watts

Ernestine Hall, Barbara McKee, Mary Hensley, CiCi 
Rivera, Eli Chastain, Burt Hinton, Carl Hinton, Bruce 
Stroud, Gladys Holloway, Bonnie Smith, Laura Huckabey, 
Phillip Johnson, Barbara McKee, Opal Corbin,  Genell 
Cantrell, Edith Hensley, Luisa Varin,  Jeremy Ferrell, 
Hayes Tate, Billy Teems, Glenell Fricks, Perlie Mae Sluder, 
David Harper, William Sparks, Bobbie Miller, Bill Miller

OTHERS TO REMEMBER

FAMILY & FRIENDS IN THE MILITARY
Seth Carswell, Eli Chastain, Reid Cochran, Caleb 
Covington, Steven Giannone, Corey Henry, 
Jonathan Hensley, Zach Hill, Wayne Jones, Jacob 
Mahaffey, William Pettit, Wilson Pettit,  Winston 
Pettit, Frankie Silva, Canio Sequevia-Cuevas, Eric 
Spisak, David Taylor, Cameron Trammell,  Matthew 
Upshaw, Kourtney Weeks

Cut to the Chase....

 It seems that every year, the holidays come earlier and earlier and leave sooner than 
ever before. Just the other day, I was in Walmart getting groceries, and I noticed that they 
had already turned the garden section into the Christmas section. Ornaments, garland, lights, 
and more had been placed on display for purchase by those ever eager customers. As if that 
wasn't bad enough, there are some here in the office who have decided to play Christmas music 
beginning in August. That's 3 months before December ever rolls around. Now, I usually like 
to live and let live, but come on. Let one holiday come and go in peace before we shove it 

out of the way for the next one. 

 As much as I would like to complain, and stop this horrendous injustice to the seasons, 
there's a problem. Really, I can't stop it from happening. It's not my office, nor my computer, 
and so I don't get to come in and play radio D.J. for someone that I feel is so misguided in 

their holiday spirit. I have no right to stop them.
 
 In the same way, there are sometimes things that we may not like about Christianity. 
Why do I have to get up so early every Sunday? Why do I have to sing these old, weird songs 
that make no sense to me? Why do I have to give up my money? Why do I have to listen to 
this guy ramble on for an hour? If we are honest, I think many of us, if not all, would have 
requests to God for changing things. The problem is, it's not our call. We don't have the right 
to come in and change the way God has set up things simply because we don't like them. We 
can't just alter God's law because we feel a certain way about them. So rather than griping and 
complaining, let's sit back and remember who calls the shots, and trust and obey Him rather 

than griping and complaining. 

Karla Green - 3rd
Rob Burton - 4th
Lillie Jones - 5th

Damien Bingham - 7th

Birthdays and Anniversaries
Spencer Hall - 7th

Chandra Teague - 8th

James & Holly Barr - 2nd

House to House 
Heart to Heart Archives

Polly Cochran
Alice Crow

“A merry heart doeth good.”
PROVERBS 17:22


