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OUR MISSION: To promote economic  
justice and work to influence public policy and to    
educate, empower, and mobilize the citizens of  
our community toward the elimination of hunger  
and poverty. 

Dear Just Harvest Members, Supporters and Friends, 
 
The year 2012 marks Just Harvest’s 25th year of working on behalf of poor and hungry people in our  
community.  We have made great strides since our humble beginnings – in empowering poor and hungry people 
in our community, in countering misconceptions about poverty through education, in ensuring better policies 
for poor people through advocacy at every level of government, and through helping thousands of needy families 
to access vital state and federal public-assistance programs. 
 
Time and again over the past year, we have witnessed reminders that the root causes of hunger and poverty are 
inextricably linked to public policy decisions.  We responded to misconception-based attacks on safety net  
programs in the media, mobilized opposition to state eligibility restrictions on SNAP/Food Stamps, and through 
our new story banking project, involved our clients more powerfully in our media and advocacy work.  And, we 
passed a milestone of sorts on our services side in November, when we completed food stamp application number 
5,000 – itself another solemn reminder of how sorely needed the public safety net is in this continuing tough 
economy. 
 
The coming year will be one of growth and change for our organization, as we explore new avenues to be of  
service to our low-income neighbors.  Among those plans is an initiative to enable SNAP/Food Stamp clients to 
use their benefits at city farmers’ markets.  These new programs, as well as our existing activities, will be guided 
by our strategic plan, which is now nearing completion thanks to our partnership with the United Way. 
 
We thank you for making Just Harvest’s work possible through your generosity and compassion.  Your  
continued help will enable us to meet the challenges of the next 25 years with the drive, commitment and passion 
that has brought us this far. 
 
In solidarity, 
 
 
Sr. Barbara Finch 

A letter from our Board President 

 

 Annual Report 2011-2012 



Through A Center for Action Against Hunger, we conduct direct and grassroots  
advocacy for public policies that address hunger and economic injustice. 

PUSHING BACK AGAINST THE  
SNAP/FOOD STAMP ASSET TEST  
The Corbett Administration brought back the 
asset test, which disqualifies SNAP applicants 
with even a modest amount of savings ($5,500, 
or $9,000 if someone is elderly or disabled) 
from receiving benefits. 
 
To fight back against this policy: 
 

Just Harvest client/partner Linda Davis and  
Welfare Advocate Rochelle Jackson testified 
before the House Human Services Committee.  
Linda’s testimony helped convince Committee 
Chair Rep. Gene DiGirolamo to ask the  
governor to reconsider the test. 

 

Just Harvest client/partner Karen Naeser and 
Welfare Advocate Rochelle Jackson delivered a 
350 letters to Gov. Corbett from county residents 
who oppose the asset test. 

 
 
 

Karen and Linda 
both shared their 
story with  
Allegheny County 
Council, which  
considered a  
motion opposing 
the test. 
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SPEAKING OUT FOR POOR PEOPLE 
In June, 120 attended our “Rainy Day Budget 
Rally” in front of Governor Corbett’s Downtown 
office.  The rally sounded a “Double S.O.S: 
Save Our Services and Spend Our Surplus” to 
Gov. Corbett regarding his proposed cuts to  
human services and the Department of Public 
Welfare despite an untapped $786 million 
budget surplus. 
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TAKING THE NATIONAL STAGE 
Thanks to our partnership with the Center for 
American Progress’ Half In Ten anti-poverty 
campaign, Co-Director Tara Marks attended 
President Obama’s White House announce-
ment of the American Jobs Act in September.  
“This ‘get tough’ attitude is what we have 
been waiting for from the president,” she 
told Essential Public Radio, referring to 
Obama’s repeated call to Congress to “pass 
this bill!” 
 

FIGHTING VOTER SUPPRESSION 
Just Harvest joined the chorus of local opposi-
tion to Pennsylvania’s new disenfranchising 
photo voter ID law.  Along with Pa. Protect Our 
Vote, we organized a rally which aimed to both 
raise awareness of the new law and to help low
-income attendees get free photo ID cards.   

 

 

   A Center for Action Against Hunger 

“It is important to keep  
 funding [government-funded 
programs like SNAP] because 
people like me...are barely    
surviving, and they need help.   
 If cuts to Medicare and other  
 programs happen, I might be 
forced to sell my house.”  

 

Linda Davis, Just Harvest Client and 
Advocate 



“The most important thing I’ve 
learned from Just Harvest is that 
not only can a  

 million voices be 
heard, but so 
can one.” 

 

Mary Hefferan,  
Just Harvest Welfare-to
-Work Employee and 
Advocate 

 

SKILL BUILDING PROMOTES  
SELF-SUFFICIENCY 
In partnership with the Career  
Development Center in Wilkinsburg, 
Goodwill and the Urban League, Just  
Harvest provides administrative skill  
building and job-training experience for  
individuals, empowering them to  
pursue their goals. 
 
Thank you for over 2,000 hours of  
service!   
Because of this teamwork, we were able to 
schedule over 2,800 tax appointments, help 
more families to apply for food stamps, send 
food stamp outreach materials to 77 agencies, 
complete data entry for customer service  
surveys for three of our tax sites and provide 
clerical support to staff.   

VOLUNTEERS  
MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
Just Harvest volunteers invest their time and  
talent in the fight against hunger. In this first half 
of 2012, 98 volunteers have: 
 

Helped us return over $3.2 million in tax  
refunds to low-income households.  

 

Completed 344 follow-up calls to our SNAP 
(food stamp) clients and assisted 
with clerical work in our SNAP campaign. Follow-
up calls help us address barriers that clients face 
in a timely manner. 

 

Made 404 calls to food stamp clients about the 
asset test, encouraging them to contact Gov. 
Corbett’s office. As a result, over 90 clients  
reported that they would make that call and 
voice their concerns about an asset test. 

 

Many thanks to all of our volunteers! 
 
JUST HARVEST INTERNS 
Internships at Just Harvest enable students to 
dive into a project and excel at shaping a  
program or advocating for good policy. 
 
James Tedrow helped establish the story  
banking project and support the Food Stamp 
team. 
 
Emily Schmidlapp has been working to make 
SNAP/Food Stamps at city farmers’ markets a 
reality.  
 
Ian Childers has been working on fighting state 
bills aimed at cutting General Assistance and  
allowing predatory lending. 

 

INTERNS: 
Ian Childers 
Kimberly Domonkos 
Stephanie Egan 
Laketa Green 
Daniel Kachmar 
Ralitsa Lau 
Emily Schmidlapp  
James Tedrow 
 
URBAN LEAGUE  
MATURE WORKER:  
Angela Martin 
 

 
WELFARE-TO-WORK  
PROGRAM  
WORKERS: 
Ashlee Brown 
Bernadette Crumpton 
Mary Hefferan 
Leslie Young 
 
GOODWILL  
EXTERNS: 
Dorothy Beck 
Jeff Nimerosky 

Tax Prep 3,412 
Tax Greeting 233.5 

Food Stamp Application  
Assistance 

41.75 

Tax Scheduling 52 
Phonebanking 58 

Office Assistant 16.5 
Research 43.5 

Child Nutrition 53 
Farmer's Markets 63 

Welfare Justice Project 11 

VOLUNTEER 
HOURS 

PROJECT 

 

 

   You make it all possible 



"The kinds of emergencies middle-

class people use their savings on make 

poor people destitute," said Ken  

Regal, Co-Director of [Just Harvest]. 

"What the asset test fundamentally 

says to poor people is unless you're 

risking destitution, we don't believe 

you really need help."  Pittsburgh  

Post-Gazette 

“My family and friends, that’s  basically what got me by this past year.  That and help from Just  Harvest.  If it wasn’t for that, things would be a lot worse.”  Just Harvest client/partner Steven Jones,  Pittsburgh Tribune Review. 

 

Through community education and outreach, we strive to debunk myths about 
hunger and poverty, deepen understanding, and mobilize communities to action. 

‘FOOD STAMPED’ SCREENING 
Our annual meeting featured the Pittsburgh  
premiere screening of Shira and Yoav  
Potash’s acclaimed documentary 
“Food Stamped.”  Other  
community screenings followed, 
viewing the film which focused on 
a couple attempting to eat a 
healthy diet on a food stamp 
budget. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IN THE MEDIA 
One of our main strategies against stereotypes 
damaging to poor people remains our ongoing 
campaign of community education and  
outreach.  Growing interest in hunger-related 
issues from our local media has presented us 
with the opportunity to serve as a trusted  
authority on hunger and poverty in our region.  
Through media coverage, we aim to inform the 
general public and to create dialogue about the 
true nature of poverty.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

www.youtube.com/justharvestpgh 
 
www.twitter.com/justharvest 
 
www.facebook.com/justharvest 
 
www.justharvest.blogspot.com 

JOIN Just Harvest’s ONLINE 
ADVOCACY NETWORK 

 

 

   Education Fund 

OUR PARTNERS, OUR VOICE   
The people who Just Harvest helps are so much 
more than just “clients”—they are our partners in 
the fight for dignity and justice for all affected by 
poverty in our region, and their personal stories 
are constant reminders of the systemic problems 
Just Harvest aims to correct.  This year, we  
created a client “story bank,” which collects  
clients’ personal experiences to share what  
circumstances led them to seek Just Harvest out 
for assistance.  We use these stories to more  
effectively engage with media, donors and  
legislators. 
 
 

  Client Story 
 

When Amber, a single mother with a 3-year-old 
daughter, was having trouble paying her bills and 
taxes, she called Just Harvest to apply for food stamp 
benefits. 
 

Amber previously tried to apply for food stamps on her 
own about two years ago.  She became discouraged 
when she quickly received a denial letter and decided 
to give up.  “With Just Harvest, there was a friendly 
person to talk to instead of someone who sounded 
like they were caught up in a bureaucratic machine; 
they just made everything seem much more  
approachable.” 
 

If food stamps were not available to Amber and her 
daughter, she would be frequenting food pantries and 
probably couldn’t afford to live in the house that she 
owns.  Before she received food stamps, she and her 
daughter were relying on whatever they could get and 
simply were not eating healthy.  “Having healthy food 
around the house now is really nice,” she says. 
 

Amber tells us that our elected officials need to more 
fully understand what it means to be poor before  
making policy that can affect entire families.   
 
“Lots of people fall on hard 
times,” Amber says.  “Sometimes 
it’s the parents fault, sometimes it 
isn’t.  But it’s never the child’s 
fault.” 
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To maximize our effectiveness in our fight 
against hunger and poverty, we help low-
income people to access the government  
services that they are entitled to.  The first 
steps to ending poverty and hunger are to  
expand participation in government safety net 
programs, educate people about their rights, 
and eliminate barriers to these programs. 

The Summer Food Program provides 
free meals to children in pre-
dominantly low-income areas during 
the summer. 
 

In 2011, we: 
Helped to establish 11 new Summer 
Food sites. 
Re-launched our Summer Food Hotline 
and Google Map to refer families to open 
sites. 

Tax credits and fair tax policies are 
one of the most effective ways of  
lifting families out of poverty. 

 

As a lead agency in the United Way of Allegheny 
County’s Money in Your Pocket Coalition, Just Harvest: 

 

Operated four volunteer tax preparation 
sites. 
Completed 2,410 federal, state, and local 
tax returns which yielded $4,661,039  

      million in refunds. 
 

EITC (Earned Income Tax Credit) 
EITC is the nation’s largest anti-poverty 

program 
 

50.9% of households were eligible for 
EITC, accounting for $2,251,720 in credits 

Just Harvest Education Fund is a proud partner agency 
of the United Way of Allegheny County. A grant from 
the United Way's Impact Fund on Financially Struggling 
Adults and Families is helping Just Harvest expand and 
strengthen our efforts to help low-income people  
access the public safety net benefits they need.  

SNAP is the country’s largest food 
safety net program, helping more than 
1 in 7 of Americans.  

 
 
 

In calendar year 2011, we: 
Processed applications for 1,392 clients. 
Screened 1,939 clients for benefits. 

 

 
Since July 2007, our clients received an 
estimated $5,600,000 in SNAP benefits 

 
Since 2007, we’ve processed over 5,600 

applications  
 

 
 
 
 
 

A SNAPshot of Allegheny County 
As of  April 2012: 164,389 clients1 

Total SNAP benefits issued in Allegheny County as          

of October 2011: $21.3 million/month1 

Impact to County economy in 2011 resulting from 

Food stamp purchases: $429,000,0002 
 

1 DPW 2USDA 
 

 

Shrinking program budgets, reduced 
staffing and rising demand create  
barriers to participation for many  
eligible households. 

In FY2011, we assisted over 500 clients by 
providing one-on-one advocacy services,  
addressing – and removing – barriers that  
clients may face. 

SNAP (Food Stamps) CAMPAIGN 

WELFARE ADVOCACY 

SUMMER FOOD PROGRAM 

TAX CAMPAIGN 

 

   Our Services 



      A CENTER FOR ACTION             EDUCATION FUND 
           AGAINST HUNGER 
REVENUE AND SUPPORT    
Grants      $ 2,000    $ 378,789 

Contracted Services    $ 0     $ 12,600 

Dues and contributions    $ 44,523    $ 12,096 

Fundraising Events and Other  $ 57,302    $ 8,215 

Total       $ 103,825    $ 411,700 
 
EXPENSES 
Program Services    $ 61,400    $ 273,310 

Administrative and General   $ 19,581    $ 22,212 

Fundraising     $ 14,349    $ 13,158 

Total       $ 95,330    $ 308,680 

Statement of Activities 
from 2010 Audited Financial Statements 
for the year ended December 31, 2010 

 

 

   Financials 

 

Audited Financial Statements for the year ended December 31, 2011 will be available  
late Summer 2012. 

TO MORE THAN 500  
INDIVIDUALS & 

ORGANIZATION DONORS  
for membership dues and  

contributions from  
$1.00 to $5,000 

 

TO OUR  
CAMPAIGN DONORS  

through United Way Contributor 
Choice Campaign and Three Rivers 

Combined Federal Campaign 
 

TO EVENT SUPPORTERS,  
ORGANIZERS, UNDERWRITERS,  

ADVERTISERS & GUESTS  
 

17th Annual Empty Bowls Dinner 
1,400 attendees 

 Raised $52,000 for Just Harvest and the Greater 
Pittsburgh Community Food Bank 

 
23rd Annual Harvest Celebration Dinner  

300 guests 
Raised $23,900 for Just Harvest 
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TO OUR GRASSROOTS  
FUNDRAISERS 

Bruce Springsteen , Joe Grushecky, Penn Brewery, Just 
Harvest’s Holiday Shopping Night, Waverly United          

Presbyterian Church and Greg Sinclair 

“We hate thinking of people in 
our region not having enough to 
eat, and we believe Just Harvest 
is part of the solution to this 
problem.” 

 

Judy Sue Wolfson & Rob Shepherd,  
Just Harvest Members 

 
TO OUR FUNDERS 

 
 
 

Allegheny County 

Allegheny County Bar Foundation,  
Attorneys Against Hunger Campaign 

City of Pittsburgh 

PA Department of Public Welfare 
Food Research and Action Center (FRAC) 

MAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger 

Pathways PA 

The Pittsburgh Foundation 

Share Our Strength 

United Way of Allegheny County 

Women and Girls Foundation of  
Southwestern PA 

 

 

   Thank you 

 

 

Become a member today 
www.justharvest.org/

donate 
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   Our 2012-2013 Plan 
BOARD 2011 
Sr. Barbara Finch 
President 
 

DeWitt Walton 
Vice-President 
 

Mary Elizabeth McCarthy 
Secretary 
 

Fran Gruden 
Treasurer 

 

AJ Baughn 
Sara Bennett  
Keith Caldwell 
Alexander Carlisle 
Barbara Coffee 
Melissa Farabaugh 
Marsha Fuge 
Mary Ann Hvizdos 
Paul McKrell 
Theresa Orlando 
Kathleen Sheehan 
 
STAFF 2011 
Dawn Blair 
Food Stamp Specialist 
 

Rochelle Jackson 
Welfare Advocate 
 

Adam MacGregor 
Communications Coordinator 
 

Tara Marks 
Co-Director 
 

Ken Munz 
Food Stamp Specialist 
 

Shauna Ponton 
Child Nutrition Advocate 
 

Ken Regal 
Co-Director 
 

Ann Sanders 
Volunteer Coordinator 
 

Heather Seiders 
Office Manager 
 

Kristie Weiland Stagno 
Tax Campaign Organizer 

 

TAX STAFF 2012 
Sara Bennett 
Evelyn Brown 
Dennis Dunlap 
Ginny Farnsworth 
Ed Heath 
Barbara Jakab 
Marrissa Johnson 
Kellie Kasbee 
Jeffrey McKinney  
Jessica Otto 
Mary Petrosky 
Kathleen Sheehan 
Rich Surdyk 
Kay Tanney 
Janet Willoughby 


