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The Special Milk Program, or SMP, offers half-pint milk to schools, summer camps, and child
care facilities that do not already participate in other federal child nutrition programs
with the exemption of part-day session programs for kindergartners or pre kindergartners
who do not have access to school meal services.

For more information, please contact: John VanPool, Director of Policy and
Governance, at jvanpool@uark.edu.

 This document is strictly for educational purposes only and does not constitute legal
advice nor create an attorney/client relationship.

Special Milk Program

Sources: 1.  Congressional Research Center, School Meals Programs and Other USDA Child Nutrition Programs: A Primer, February 2019. 2.  USDA-FNS, Special Milk Program Fact Sheet, March 2019. 3. 
Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education,  Office for Food and Nutrition Programs, Special Milk Program.
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USDA-FNS

 
Sets program requirements and issues
guidance to states and school districts
Reimburses states for milk served by
schools, camps, or child care centers

Creates agreements with school food
authorities, camps, and centers for SMP
Monitor sites to follow federal guidelines
Reimburse SMP providers for
milk served

 

Schools, Camps, and Child Care Centers

 
Determine students' eligibility for free
or paid milk
Account for number of milk served

  

State Agencies
(typically state departments of education)

Special Milk Program  Funding

The Special Milk Program's authorization
is permanent and receives annual funding.  Since
the inclusion of milk in school meals through the
National School Lunch Program or the School
Breakfast Program, there has been a substantial
reduction in SMP.

The majority of federal assistance
for SMP is through reimbursements
for number of milk served. 

E l i g i b i l i t y

Children who qualify for free school meals meet
the qualifications for free milk. Options are
available for SMP providers to offer free milk to all
children depending on their site operations.

Special Milk Program Administrative Roles
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