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Program Highlight: Federally Recognized
Tribes Extension Program (FRTEP)

What is FRTEP?

Who is Eligible?
Agents from Land Grant Universities must write grant
proposals that compete on a national level for the
limited available funding.
 
Programs that are favored are well-established and
proven, such as Future Farmers of America (FFA),
rodeo, gardening, and 4-H, programs with a history,
community interest, and that work within the
resources available.

The Federally Recognized Tribes Extension Program
(FRTEP) is a USDA funded, competitive grant program
for extension programs that focus specifically on
Indian Reservations and Tribal jurisdictions.
 
Funds can be used to pay the salary of an
extension agent to liaise with other USDA programs,
provide training in farm and ranch business
management, supervise 4-H and youth development
activities, and coordinate special training programs.

In 2016 there was

$3 million
in funding, for
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For more information, please
contact: John VanPool, Director of

Policy and Governance, at
jvanpool@uark.edu. 

 This document is strictly for educational
purposes only and does not constitute

legal advice nor create an
attorney/client relationship.

Sources:

1. National Institute of Food and Agriculture, 2018

2. Native Farm Bill Coalition, 2017

3. Brewer & Stock 2016

4. Duval, University of Arizona, 2016
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Economic Impact of FRTEPs in Arizona

Arizona is one of the largest states to
encompass a variety of American Indian
reservations, delivering FRTEP programs to
about 31% of tribes in the state.
 
The funds that flow in Arizona through
FRTEP not only directly affects the economy
but has multiplier effects. These include
both indirect (program spending) and
induced effects (increasing household
spending because of job creation).
 
The inflow of funds through the FRTEP
increases economic output in Arizona by
nearly $1 million per year.

Priority Areas
Tribal Youth and 4-H
Indian farmer and rancher productivity and management
Indian community development around economic and
workforce enhancement
Indigenous food systems for food security, food safety,  an
d obesity reduction
Natural resource conservation and bio-energy
development
Adaptation to climate change
American Indian cultural and linguistic preservation
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36 FRTEPs
extension grants, that

serve more than

50 million acres
of Tribal lands
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