
Subject: Pioneer Montessori School COVID-19 Policy Update 
 
Pioneer Families, 
 
As COVID-19 continues to spread aggressively through our local community, we wanted to 
provide you with an update on Pioneer policies, along with clarifying details around quarantine, 
isolation, and rolling exposure that have come up within our community. 
 
Pioneer Montessori school has officially adopted the latest CDC protocols for quarantine and 
isolation of both students and staff. Additionally, we ask that you help us be an exceptional 
community and embrace additional recommendations in public health guidance. When 
something in CDC’s guidelines states “if possible” or “recommended”, we ask that you take 
these extra steps to help limit the impact of COVID-19 on our community. 
 
If student is experiencing any symptoms of illness: 

● Stay Home 
● COVID test recommended if symptoms are not resolving within 24 hrs 
● If symptoms are resolving for at least 24hrs and there is no reason to suspect COVID-19, 

you can return to school 
● Continue to wear a mask and watch for the return of symptoms 

If student has a fever, continue to stay home until fever resolves for at least 24 hrs. 
 
Showing COVID-19 Symptoms OR Test positive for COVID-19: 

● Day 0 is the day of first symptoms or, if asymptomatic, when a positive test was 
collected. 

● Days 1-5: Stay home and isolate 
● If a student has no symptoms or symptoms are resolving after 5 days, they may return 

to school. Testing again here is an optional added layer of protection.  
● Continue to wear a mask around others for 5 additional days. 

If student has a fever, continue to stay home until fever resolves for at least 24 hrs. 
 
Exposed to someone with COVID-19: 
If student is A) up-to-date with vaccinations (have been boosted OR completed the primary 
series of Pfizer or Moderna vaccine within the last 6 months OR completed the primary series 
of J&J vaccine within the last 2 months) OR B) has tested positive for COVID-19 in the last 90 
days: 

● Day 0 is the last day of exposure. Day 1 is the first full day of no exposure. 
● Wear a mask around others for 10 days. 
● Test on day 5. Contact administration@pioneermontessorischool.org if unable to 

arrange testing for additional options. 
If student develops symptoms, get a test and stay home. 
 
If student is unvaccinated or not up-to-date with their vaccinations and has not tested positive 
for COVID-19 within the last 90 days: 
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● Day 0 is the last day of exposure. Day 1 is the first full day of no exposure. 
● Stay home on days 1-5. After that continue to wear a mask around others for 5 

additional days. 
● Test on day 5 prior to return to school.contact 

administration@pioneermontessorischool.org if unable to arrange testing for additional 
options 

If a student develops symptoms, get a test and stay home. 
 
“Rolling Exposure” or Ongoing Exposure to a Positive Individual in the Household:  
In the event of ongoing exposure, such as with a member of the household who is not the 
student, you should note the following: 

● The 5 days until a student is able to end quarantine begins after the culmination of the 
positive individual’s isolation period. For example, if a parent or sibling tests positive, 
the Pioneer student’s day 0 is day 5–or later if symptoms remain– of relative’s isolation. 
This may result in 10 days of quarantine, 5 while exposed to a positive individual, and 5 
to ensure the student does not show signs or test positive for COVID. 

● If the student becomes symptomatic, they should take a COVID test(s). If there is a 
positive test result, the quarantine then becomes isolation. See above (remain home for 
5 days if symptoms are resolving or longer, if necessary). 

 
When testing, please note that a Viral Laboratory Test is the most effective means to detect 
current infections. These include RT-PCR and NAATs, because they identify both asymptomatic 
and symptomatic people. Antigen tests, such as at home tests, are less sensitive (more false 
negative results) compared to NAATs, especially among asymptomatic people. If you have 
symptoms and a negative Antigen test, manufacturer recommendation is it is best to back it up 
with a laboratory (molecular) test. 
 
Also, if you haven’t already done so and are interested, all residential households in the U.S. 
can order one set of 4 free at-home tests from USPS.com. The process is quick and easy. 
 
Please continue to reach out to administration@pioneermontessorischool.org regarding 
illnesses and exposures in your household and fill out the daily health screenings. 
 
As public guidelines have evolved, they have also become easier to read directly. Good 
references that mirror these policies include the CDC’s School Quarantine and School Isolation 
pages, along with BCSD’s latest Stay Safe & Healthy! publication. 
 
Respectfully, 
Pioneer COVID Committee, Board of Directors and Administration 
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