
PIONEER MONTESSORI SCHOOL
COVID-19 Health & Safety Practices

2021 / 2022 School Year

Dear Pioneer Montessori Community,

Thank you for your trust and willingness to follow our procedures to reduce the risks

associated with COVID-19. This document follows Health and Safety procedures from the Idaho

Department of Health and Welfare and the Centers for Disease Control. This document also

outlines steps to be made if someone gets sick while at school. The information contained in

this document is subject to change and is implemented keeping in mind what is feasible,

practical, acceptable, and tailored to the needs of our Pioneer Montessori School (“Pioneer”)

community. This document is the foundation for the Pioneer Montessori COVID-19 Operating

Plan and is intended to work in tandem with other policies and procedures.

Revision: September 1, 2021
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COVID-19 Health and Safety Practices

These health and safety practices and procedures take into account:

● Federal CDC Guidelines for School and Childcare Programs.1

● American Academy of Pediatrics COVID-19 Guidance for Safe Schools.2

● South Central Public Health District Coronavirus data.3

● Idaho’s guidelines under the Idaho’s Stages of Reopening.4

Each of these resources is monitored by the Administration and Board of Directors for Pioneer

Montessori School. As these factors change, the policies below may be revised to meet current

Federal, State and Local requirements.

The following represents Pioneer’s practices and procedures as of the date of publication. No

procedure is perfect the first time and there are unknowns we’ll need to overcome as a

community as they present themselves. To be successful requires us to embrace our current

policies, acknowledge our failures, celebrate our successes, attempt new ideas, and be

accommodating to change.

Any reference to parents shall include all parents, caregivers, and non-students.

4 https://rebound.idaho.gov/stages-of-reopening/

3 https://www.phd5.idaho.gov/CoronaVirus/

2 https://www.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-c
onsiderations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/

1 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/index.html
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1. Access to Campus

● Only teachers, students, and staff will be allowed on campus during school hours

without prior permission (see “Parent and Guest Visits”). Please note that there is one

standing exception to this policy: Pre-primary drop-off requires that parents enter

campus using the East Gate. This access is limited to drop-off and pick-up only, and to

the path from the East Gate down the ramp to the pre-primary classroom entrance and

back up and out the same gate. Please refer to the “Drop-off and Pick-up Procedures” for

more details.

● Parents will be asked to make appointments for any meetings with school personnel.

These meetings may take place:

○ In-person: On/off campus away from active classroom spaces with social

distance and masks.

○ Virtually.

● Delivery access to the administration office is permitted.

Parent and Guest Visits

The following practices are designed to support classroom events during school hours that work

best with some guest attendance, such as birthdays. The decision to plan and hold any given

event utilizing these practices rests with the administration and teaching staff. For guidelines on

events outside of school hours, see the “Community Events” section.

During school hours or with children present:

● Guests (including parents) may be invited on campus with the permission of the

administration or teaching staff.

● All guests should stay at least six (6) or more feet away from children (outside of their

household).

● Masks must be worn by all guests in classroom spaces, both indoors and outdoors.

● Guests will adhere to all applicable Health and Safety practices, including:

○ Family Code of Conduct

○ Masks (must be of acceptable style and shall be worn properly)

○ Wellness (guests with signs of illness or recent exposures to COVID-19 shall

opt-out of attendance)

○ Parents will share the Family Code of Conduct with any invited guests who are

not already party to the Family Code of Conduct and ensure their acceptance.

● All standard practices continue to apply to students and staff on campus.

In the case of discrepancies between the above practices and another section of this document,

the more conservative practices shall apply.

Pioneer Montessori School: COVID-19 Health & Safety Practices 2021/2022 4 of 22



2. Drop-off and Pick-Up Procedures

Drop-off Procedures

● Children should be encouraged to put their masks on prior to approaching the campus

gates. If a child is reluctant, it is acceptable to allow the staff at the gate to meet the

child where they are, without judgment. This policy does not apply to pre-primary

children who are exempt from masks due to age.

● Parents are strongly encouraged to wear masks as a sign of respect to our children and

community.

● Each class enters through a specific gate at a specific time. Gates will be clearly labeled

with signage identifying each classroom.

● All parents should make every attempt to drop-off during the assigned time frame.

Families that arrive late will need to remain outside the gates, call the main office

(208)-726-9060, and wait until an employee can meet at the gate to complete the

screening process. Late arrivals are disruptive to the learning environment and the work

cycle of the children and the community appreciates your attempt to be on-time.

Pre-Primary Class:

8:00 to 8:30

○ Main gate (east side of school): Please use the northeast gate across from the

administration office and proceed down the ramp to the pre-primary drop-off. Allow

ample spacing between families and follow on campus signage.

○ After dropping off, the accompanying individual(s) will leave via the Main gate, being

mindful of families on their way to drop-off.

○ NOTE: Parents may not park in the alley. They need to park on a city street and walk

their child to the gate.

Primary Classes (Mr. Eric’s and Ms. Michelle’s Classes):

8:00-8:15

○ Children enter through South Gate (the main gate for Primary) on 2nd Street

○ NOTE: Parents may not park in the West Ketchum Condo Parking area.

Lower and Upper Elementary Classes:

8:00-8:15

Children enter through the main gate (East side of school), via the southeast gate on Second

Ave.
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Morning Wellness Check at Drop-off

Screening procedures will be completed by each family prior to admittance of children to

campus. See the heading “Health Assessment Questions” under “Morning Wellness Checks” for

the screening questions.

Each gate will have a member of the staff as greeter and gatekeeper ensuring health assessment

questions have been completed for the child.

As per the “Morning Wellness Check” section, if any questions are answered yes, the child will

be sent home. Likewise, please alert a member of our team if your child has had a fever and is

on medication as they would need to proceed home for a Wellness Observation.

Pickup Procedures

● Parents are strongly encouraged to wear masks as a sign of respect to our children and

community during pickup.

● Each class leaves campus through a specific gate at a specific time. Gates will be clearly

labeled with signage identifying each classroom.

● Parents remain off campus as per drop-off.

● To prepare for pickup, children will have their bags packed.

Pre-Primary Class:

11:30-11:45am or 2:30pm (depending on contract)

○ Northeast gate: Parents use the same gate they do for Pre-Primary drop-off. Please

proceed down the ramp and wait for your child to be escorted to the gate at the bottom

of the ramp by one of the pre-primary staff.

Primary Classes (Mr. Eric’s and Ms. Michelle’s Classes):

2:30pm

○ Children exit through the South Gate (the main gate for Primary) on 2nd Street.

○ NOTE: Parents may not park in the West Ketchum Condo Parking area.

Lower and Upper Elementary Classes:

2:30pm

● Children exit through the main gate (East side of school), via the southeast gate on

Second Ave.

Late Pick-Up Policy

Out of respect to the staff and the importance of cleaning and preparing the classroom for the

following school day, it is vital that parents pick up their child on time.
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● If parents or caregivers are late, the child will remain with the teacher until the parent

arrives. Families that arrive late will need to remain outside the gates, call the main

office (208)-726-9060, and wait until an employee can meet them at the gate.

● There will be a late fee assessed for children who are picked up after their designated

pick-up time, to be enforced on the third occurrence. The late fee is $25.00 for every 15

minutes past the designated pick-up time. Teachers are to report late pick-ups to the

office. Teachers are not responsible for the enforcement of this policy.
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3. Morning Wellness Checks
For health issues outside of COVID-19, please refer to the Pioneer Health and Wellness Policy.5

This is a detailed version of the Code of Conduct “Morning Wellness Checks” procedures.

Morning Wellness Checks will be tracked by a designated staff member and adhere to all

Pioneer Montessori privacy practices.

Morning Procedures for Families & Students

● Each morning, families will complete a daily health assessment via the SchoolCues app

prior to entering the campus. The screening will ask about symptoms of the child as well

as any potential close contact with potential COVID-positive individuals.

■ If a child exhibits any contagious symptoms such as a cough, shortness of

breath, fever, diarrhea or vomiting, the child will be sent home for a

Wellness Observation period. Please see Wellness Observation, below.

**Please note that parents will be expected to pick-up the child

immediately following the phone call received by the school. Child will

need to wait in the coat room or other area designated by the lead

teacher until the parent arrives.**

● Students will be monitored as needed throughout the day by adults.

● Parents who are keeping a child home should send an email to the child’s lead teacher,

Molly, and Nikki in the office. Please be sure to include the reason for the absence and

any specific symptoms the child is experiencing.

Morning Procedures for Staff

● Each morning, staff will complete a daily health assessment prior to entering the

campus. The screening will ask about symptoms as well as any potential close contact

with potential COVID-positive individuals.

■ If a staff member exhibits any contagious symptoms such as a cough,

shortness of breath, fever, diarrhea or vomiting, the staff member will

notify the administration office to be sent home for a Wellness

Observation period. Please see Wellness Observation, below.

● If a staff member has a temperature over 100.4, the staff member will be sent home for

a Wellness Observation period.

● Staff will self-monitor symptoms and report immediately if they display any symptoms.

5 http://www.pioneermontessorischool.org/for-parents/health-wellness-policy/
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Procedures for Other Visitors

These procedures apply to any visitors to campus who will be in close proximity to students,

staff or classroom spaces during school hours.

● Visitors will complete a health assessment prior to entering the campus. The screening

will ask about contagious symptoms of household members.

● Visitors who answer yes to any of the Health Assessment Questions should stay home.

● If a visitor has a temperature over 100.4, the visitor will be turned away and requested

to remain off campus.

● Visitors will self-monitor symptoms and report immediately if they display any symptoms

during their time on campus.

● Visitors will comply with all applicable policies including:

○ Masks must be worn by all visitors to campus while students are present.

○ All visitors should stay at least six (6) or more feet away from children (outside of

their household).

Visitors must have the permission of the teaching staff of administration to be on campus.

Administration approved observations shall be allowed in compliance with the above visitor

procedures.

Health Assessment Questions

The following questions are based on the CDC’s Symptoms of Coronavirus and the Pioneer6

Montessori School Family Code of Conduct for COVID-19. These questions may be revised as

guidance and understanding of COVID-19 changes.

● In the last 24-hours, has your child experienced any of the following?

○ Fever or feeling feverish (such as chills, sweating)

○ Cough

○ Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing

○ Sore throat

○ Muscle aches or body aches

○ Vomiting or diarrhea

○ New loss of taste or smell

● Have you or your children been in close contact with a person who has been tested, but

is awaiting results for COVID-19?

● Have you or your children been in close contact with a person who has tested positive

for COVID-19?

● In the previous 14 days, have you or your children been in close contact with a person

who has been tested, but is awaiting results for COVID-19?

6 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
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Staff or students who answer yes to any of the above should stay home and monitor health

according to the “Wellness Observation” and “Quarantine” guidelines in the Family Code of

Conduct. For a reference guide on evaluating health symptoms and family actions, see Pioneer

Household Symptom Quick Reference.

Several self-checkers are available for personal use, including a “Self-Checker” on the CDC’s

symptoms page .7

7 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
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4. Sanitation Procedures

Handwashing

Students and staff must wash their hands or sanitize if soap and water is unavailable at the

following times:

● School entry

● After using the restroom

● After recess

● Before and after kitchen use

● Before and after eating

● As needed throughout the day

● Prior to going home

Classrooms and workstations will be disinfected as needed throughout the day.

Enhanced Classroom Procedures

Pioneer Montessori School has engaged with Sawtooth BioDefense, an independent firm8

specializing in environmental infection control and sanitation procedures. Additionally, the

procedures below draw from the CDC’s guidelines for Cleaning and Disinfection publication.9

● Staff will do routine cleaning, sanitizing, and disinfecting of surfaces and objects

frequently touched.

● Classrooms will be cleaned and disinfected on an ongoing basis with particular attention

on high touch surfaces such as: doorknobs, counters, student tables, chairs, bathrooms,

equipment, etc.

● Staff will do a routine cleaning nightly to include the classroom cleaning and disinfecting

protocol.

● Staff have been trained by outside specialists on industry best-practice cleaning

procedures.

● As needed, the school may undergo a deep clean and disinfection utilizing a halo fogger.

● All products will be stored safely and securely, following licensing guidelines.

5. Classroom Activities

Recess Procedures

9 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html#cleaning-disinfec
tion

8 https://www.sawtoothbiodefense.com/
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● Primary: Students between both primary classrooms may share recess time. In the

event of COVID-19 exposure, the community acknowledges that students from either

classroom may meet the requirements to be quarantined.

● Lower and Upper Elementary: Students from both classes will be allowed to utilize

shared outdoor space at the same time, pursuant to following all other procedures. In

the event of COVID-19 exposure, the community acknowledges that students from

either classroom may meet the requirements to be quarantined.

● Masks are optional for students while outside during recess, but this may change at any

point during the school year depending on local transmission rates and guidance from

authorities.

● Students will be encouraged to take mask breaks during recess when they are distanced

from other children.

● Students will sanitize and wash hands upon reentry into the classroom environment.

Food Preparation, Lunch and Snack

● Staff are expected to ensure the safety of children and students with food allergies.

● All non-disposable food service items must be washed with dish soap and hot water

or in a dishwasher.

● Staff and students must wash their hands frequently before and after snack and lunch

times.

● Pre-Primary and Primary

○ Classroom will provide snacks for children.

○ All snacks shall be prepared and distributed using proper food handling

techniques.

○ Children may set their own place setting.

○ Parents will send lunches for their child.

○ Any food handling or place setting activities for children will be adapted to

minimize cross-contamination of surfaces.

● Lower Elementary, Upper Elementary:

○ Parents will send snacks and lunches. Snacks will be separate from lunches and

labeled.

○ Students will have access to a microwave if they need to heat their own lunch

and, depending on age, with supervision from a staff member.

● Parents need to pack necessary utensils and students will take them home

every night to be cleaned.

● Whenever practical students and teachers will eat snacks and lunch

outdoors.

● If eating outdoors is not possible, classroom windows must be open during

lunch or snack to allow additional fresh air flow throughout the indoor

space.
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Field Trips

Field trips by class will be allowed with the following restrictions:

● Locations where mask, physical distancing and sanitization practices can be maintained.

● Travel may occur by foot or by bus, utilizing Pioneer Health and Safety Practices.

● Trips involving an indoor space or locations outside of Blaine County may require review

by the COVID Committee, depending on transmission rates.

Bus Travel

Pioneer Montessori classrooms may utilize buses for any field trip destinations while meeting all

Sanitization and Mask requirements in these Health and Safety Practices. Additionally, the

following practices will be maintained:

● Masks shall be worn the entire time.

● Windows on the bus will be down to ensure airflow.

● Hand-sanitizer will be brought on the bus and made accessible and used in accordance

with sanitization procedures including before boarding the bus.

● Parents will be notified prior to any field trip involving a bus.
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6. Facilities, Physical Space and Staffing

Facilities

Facilities and resources for sanitization will be made available for every classroom environment.

Ventilation systems in all classroom spaces have been inspected and upgraded to include:

● Replacement of 1” filters with 2” MERV-13 filters.

● Installation of “Needlepoint Bipolar Ionizers” (ozone free).

● Ample supply and return ducts in every classroom.

● Free-standing HEPA air purifiers in all central rooms.

● Externally audited to validate fresh air rates and proper installation of above

improvements.

Classroom windows will be opened when practical while maintaining a suitable indoor

environment for classwork. In the event windows need to be closed, staff will confirm HVAC

systems are running and air purifiers are operating. HVAC upgrades have been confirmed to

exceed ASHRAE 62.1 ventilation targets for fresh air in all classrooms when HVAC systems are

operating.

In the event outdoor spaces cannot be used (ex: lightning, smoke, etc.), indoor spaces will be

used exclusively.

Physical Space and Distancing

Classroom spaces will be arranged to promote physical distancing in line with CDC

recommendations for Physical Distance . Whenever practical within the dynamic environment10

of a Montessori classroom, staff and classroom layouts will promote at least 3 feet of physical

distance between students within the classroom to reduce transmission risk.

Staffing

● Teaching staff will be responsible for preparing classroom environments to promote

independence, collaboration, and hands-on learning while keeping in mind physical

distancing.

● Teachers may need to be in close proximity to their students to meet children’s needs by

comforting, hugging, giving lessons, and assisting as needed.

10 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html#physical-distanci
ng
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● Given the nature of their roles on campus, staff can be exposed to multiple classrooms

on a given day.

Testing

With the increased availability of tests for screening, Pioneer Montessori School will implement

CDC recommendations for Screening Testing for staff. This includes providing access to11

screening testing or resources for local testing facilities on an as-needed basis and for teachers

and staff who are not fully vaccinated at least once per week.

Elective and Substitute Staff Protocol

Elective and Substitute staff must comply with the Staff Code of Conduct. Unless otherwise

identified in this document, all references to Staff include Elective and Substitute staff.

11 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html#screening-testin
g
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7. Community Events

Pioneer Montessori School hosts several social and educational events. Given COVID-19, many

of these activities have been curtailed or modified to reduce the risk of COVID-19 exposure. For

any events involving the community outside of school hours, the following practices shall apply:

● Events will adhere to all applicable Mask, Physical Distancing and Sanitization practices

within this document.

● Ample opportunity for distancing should be provided, with a preference for classroom

events vs school wide events unless a suitably large venue is used.

● For events held on campus, participants will wear masks when children are present or

when utilizing indoor spaces.

● Participants will be encouraged to maintain at least 6 feet of social distance, except

within family units.

● Appropriate restroom facilities will be made available.

● Events will be optional. Any required events will include an online option for

participation.

● Planned events will be sent to the COVID Committee for additional suggestions on

implementing best practices.
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8. Communications

Regular communication is a vital part of any community. During a pandemic, maintaining clear

and consistent lines of communication are crucial to navigate changes and challenges as they

develop. As part of Pioneer’s commitment to regular and on-going communication, we shall:

● Provide a weekly update on the overall health of the school community. Many families

know this as the Health-o-Meter that is a section of Friday Notes.

● Provide notice of the existence of any Morning Wellness check which could impact the

health of students, staff, or families.

● Provide notice to all members of the Pioneer Community of the presence of any positive

COVID-19 medical diagnosis.

In addition to providing regular outward communication in a privacy safe manner, we ask for

the community's support in regular and open communication to the school. The School

Administration, Board of Directors and COVID Committee always welcome your feedback or

concerns.

Please help us maintain the mutual trust and respect we all need to keep our community

healthy by safeguarding the privacy of children, parents and staff. Passing on confidential,

damaging or harmful information is not acceptable.
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Pioneer Montessori School Family Code of Conduct

Pioneer Montessori School is committed to implementing best practices in an effort to keep our

community healthy. We can work together to help minimize the risk of spread to other families

and at-risk individuals. This Family Code of Conduct lays out a set of guidelines to establish clear

expectations for family behavior to help protect our school and community.

Please note that the following code of conduct is built on information from the Idaho State

Board of Education’s COVID-19 Resources and CDC’s information for School Settings. Specific12 13

sections of the CDC guidelines will be referenced throughout. As recommendations evolve,

procedures related to COVID-19 are subject to change.

Masks
Pioneer Montessori School’s first priority is the health and safety of children and adults. We are

following the CDC’s recommendations for Consistent and Correct Mask Uses.14

● Students in primary, lower elementary and upper elementary will be expected to arrive

at school wearing a mask and to keep at least two extra masks in their cubby. Disposable

masks will be made available in the event masks are forgotten or otherwise unusable.

Due to their age, this policy does not apply to students in the pre-primary classroom.

● During pick-up and drop-off, parents are strongly encouraged to wear masks as a sign of

respect to our children and community.

● Indoors: Adults and students over age 2 will be expected to wear masks in classroom

spaces. Teaching staff will create a ‘mask break’ plan, whereby there are designated

times and spaces. These breaks will take place outdoors where possible. Due to their

age, this policy does not apply to students in the pre-primary classroom.

● Outdoors: Masks are optional for students and staff while outside, but this may change

at any point during the school year depending on local transmission rates and guidance

from authorities. Due to their age, this policy does not apply to students in the

pre-primary classroom.

● Visitors: Parents and other guests must wear masks at all times in both outdoor and

indoor classroom spaces when students are on campus. Masks are optional for visitors

only when students are not on campus (example: parent nights) and outdoors, but this

may change at any point during the school year depending on local transmission rates

and guidance from authorities.

14 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html#mask-use

13 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/index.html

12 https://boardofed.idaho.gov/covid-19/
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● According to CDC guidelines, masks should NOT be worn by anyone who has trouble

breathing, is unconscious, is incapacitated, or is unable to remove the mask without

help.

Proper care should be taken in the selection and usage of a mask. Per CDC guidelines on How to

Select, Wear, and Clean Your Mask masks shall include two or more layers and completely15

cover the nose and mouth. They should not be made of material that makes it hard to breathe,

such as vinyl. While exhalation valves or vents may sound appealing, they allow virus particles

to escape and should not be used. Due to inconclusive evidence on their effectiveness, buffs

and gaiters should not be worn, even if they meet all other criteria for mask selection.

Some children may have different challenges with masks. Helping our children learn to wear

masks comfortably is an important part of Montessori's "Grace and Courtesy" (a significant

pillar in Montessori education) for their own health and the health of their community. Pioneer

Montessori School is prepared to meet children where they are and create opportunities for

their success.

Morning Wellness Checks
For health issues outside of COVID-19, please refer to the Pioneer Health and Wellness Policy.16

● Each morning, families and staff will complete a daily health assessment prior to

entering the campus. The screening will ask about symptoms of the child as well as any

potential close contact with potential COVID-positive individuals that would require a

child to stay home. Staff will self-monitor symptoms and report immediately if they

display any symptoms. Students will be monitored as needed throughout the day by

adults.

● If a child has a temperature over 100.4, the child will be sent home with the parent for a

Wellness Observation period.

● Parents who are keeping a child home should email the lead teacher, Molly, and Nikki in

the office. Please be sure to include the reason for the absence and any specific

symptoms the child is experiencing.

Wellness Observation
Please note that the following is specific to COVID-19. For health issues outside of COVID-19,

please refer to the Pioneer Health and Wellness Policy.17

17 http://www.pioneermontessorischool.org/for-parents/health-wellness-policy/

16 http://www.pioneermontessorischool.org/for-parents/health-wellness-policy/

15 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-face-coverings.html
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CDC guidelines on Staying Home When Sick and Getting Tested and general experience with18

children confirms that many of the symptoms of COVID-19 are shared with common illnesses. It

is therefore important that the Pioneer Community remains mindful of symptoms, aware of our

actions, and cautious in our behavior. Wellness Observations are one part of an overall risk

minimization strategy. For a 1-page reference for wellness observations, please see Pioneer

Montessori School’s “Household Symptom Quick Reference - COVID-19“ publication.

If a child has exhibited symptoms associated with COVID-19, the child will be asked to remain at

home for a Wellness Observation period. The duration of the Wellness Observation period is

based on household exposure to individuals who have tested positive for COVID-19 or showing

symptoms of potential COVID-19. Compliance with this Wellness Observation is critical to

ensuring the health of the community.

Wellness Observation Duration Parameters
Scenario A -- A child or household member has minor symptoms, but has not had contact

with COVID-19 positive individual or reason to suspect COVID-19:

The student shall be excused from school in accordance with the Pioneer Health and Wellness

Policy and at minimum, not return until symptom-free for 24 hours without fever reducing19

medications. Observed symptoms shall be reported to the administration office.

In the event one of these:

● Further progression of symptoms (example: fever is now fever plus cough) OR

● No alternative explanation for symptoms except for COVID-19 OR

● Possible exposure to a COVID-19 positive individual

leads to suspecting possible COVID-19 the child and household members should remain home

and test for COVID-19.

If COVID-19 test results are negative, the child may return to school 24 hours after the

symptoms have subsided with no fever-reducing medication.

If COVID-19 test results are positive, the child, household, and classroom staff will follow the

steps outlined below, in the Quarantine section of this document.

When in doubt, questions regarding return to school should be jointly decided in consultation

with parents or caregivers, school personnel, and the child’s healthcare provider.

Scenario B -- A child or household member has had close contact with a COVID-19 positive

individual:

19 http://www.pioneermontessorischool.org/for-parents/health-wellness-policy/

18 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html#staying-home
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After a confirmed exposure, the child and household members should immediately

quarantine.

Per CDC guidelines on Quarantine - For Anyone Who Has Been Around a Person with COVID-19,

the child and household should stay home for 14 days after their last exposure to that person20

unless otherwise specified in CDC guidelines.

Scenario C -- Staff, a child, or a household member has a confirmed case of COVID-19:

If someone in the household tests positive for COVID-19, they should proceed to the guidelines

in the Quarantine section below and call the administration office.

The child and household should remain in quarantine until having met the CDC guidelines for

Quarantine - I think or know I had COVID-19.21

As of August 15th 2021, the recommendation for those without severe COVID-19:

You can be around others after:

● 10 days since symptoms first appeared and
● 24 hours with no fever without the use of fever-reducing medications and
● Other symptoms of COVID-19 are improving

**Loss of taste and smell may persist for weeks or months after recovery
and need not delay the end of isolation 

Quarantine
If a team member or child is diagnosed with COVID-19, the following steps will be

implemented immediately:

1. Any individuals in the Pioneer community having had close contact with an individual

diagnosed with COVID-19 will be notified to follow CDC quarantine procedures and all

household members should follow CDC Guidelines for Quarantine.

2. All members of the Pioneer Community will be notified of the presence of a diagnosis.

Close Contact
What counts as close contact?

● You were within 6 feet of someone who has COVID-19 for 15 minutes or more over a

24-hour period.

● You provide care for someone who is sick with COVID-19.

● You had direct contact with someone with COVID-19 (hugged or kissed them).

● You shared eating or drinking utensils with someone sick with COVID-19.

21 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html

20 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
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● Someone with COVID-19 sneezed, coughed, or otherwise got respiratory droplets on

you.

● From CDC Revision made on August 5, 202122

○ Exception: In the K–12 indoor classroom setting, the close contact definition

excludes students who were within 3 to 6 feet of an infected student

(laboratory-confirmed or a clinically compatible illness ) if both the infected23

student and the exposed student(s) correctly and consistently wore well-fitting24

masks the entire time.

○ This exception does not apply to teachers, staff, or other adults in the indoor

classroom setting.

Please note that these procedures may be updated as CDC guidance evolves.

Travel and Attending Events
● We strongly encourage all families looking to travel to see the CDC’s Travel during the

COVID-19 Pandemic and Idaho’s COVID-19 Travel Information resources.25 26

● For travel within the state of Idaho, refer to the South Central Public Health District site27

for regional risks.

● Families or household members who experience situations where risk factors add up

(indoors, no masks, no social distance, especially with kids), should strongly consider

testing for active COVID-19 before they return to school.

● Finally, we ask for common sense. As a member of the Pioneer community, be mindful

of exposure and stay connected to current conditions and current information with

regards to COVID-19.

Personal Commitment
● Students and families are asked to follow all city, county, state and federal restrictions at

all times. Families will share this code of conduct with any other caregivers (nannies,

frequent babysitters, etc.) who are in close contact with their children.

● Guardians commit to open communication with the school regarding the policies

outlined above.

● If you or a household member have experienced situations with an increased level of

COVID-19 exposure, strongly consider testing for active COVID-19 before returning to

school and/or not returning to school for at least seven days.

27 https://www.phd5.idaho.gov/CoronaVirus/#Risk_Levels

26 https://visitidaho.org/covid-19-travel-alert/

25 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html

24 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/effective-masks.html

23 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/clinical-guidance-management-patients.html

22 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/contact-tracing-plan/appendix.html
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