
Subject: Pioneer Montessori School practices updates include stages of opening 
 
Pioneer Families, 
 
It has been a great pleasure to join everyone in offering in-person education to our Montessori 
children. When you look around campus, you will see our students doing an excellent job of adapting 
to and following the practices laid out in our COVID-19 response. We are incredibly proud of their 
work! 
 
As we have been operating school and engaging with others in the broader Blaine County community, 
we have identified various opportunities for improvements in our practices. We have updated our 
practices to reflect changing community risk levels, new information on quarantine procedures, the 
publication of a Remote Learning Plan, and several activities not directly addressed in the original 
practices. 
 
All COVID-19 documents continue to be available on the Pioneer Montessori School website at: 
http://www.pioneermontessorischool.org/covid-19/ 
 
Stages of Opening 
We are publishing a Pioneer Stages of Opening document to describe the actions taken by the school 
and community in response to different rates of community spread. The two stages of in-person 
education are tied to Blaine County’s risk levels, with Minimal or Moderate tied to full COVID-19 
operations, while high or critical risks trigger several reductions in optional activities. In the event Full 
Remote Learning is required, the administration and teaching staff have prepared a complete Distance 
Learning plan. 
 
Quarantine and Wellness Definitions 
If you have been following procedures from Pioneer Montessori School, Blaine County and the CDC, 
you will have noticed references to “close-contact.” Contact tracing and quarantine practices focus on 
isolating individuals who have been in close-contact with a positive COVID-19 case. Pioneer’s practices 
work to limit the spread of COVID-19, including significantly reducing the occurrences of close-contact 
on campus. The Pioneer Household Symptom Quick Reference and Pioneer Health and Safety 
Practices documents have both been updated to be more clear in their usage of close-contact and 
quarantine guidelines. 
 
Contact tracing and quarantining apply to any cases of close-contact with a positive covid-19 case, 
whether on or off campus. Quarantine practices have been updated to remove the requirement to 
quarantine an entire classroom and focus on all cases of close-contact. 
 
What counts as close-contact? 

● You were within 6 feet of someone who has COVID-19 for 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour 
period. 

● You provide care for someone who is sick with COVID-19. 
● You had direct contact with someone with COVID-19 (hugged or kissed them). 
● You shared eating or drinking utensils with someone sick with COVID-19. 
● Someone with COVID-19 sneezed, coughed, or otherwise got respiratory droplets on you. 

http://www.pioneermontessorischool.org/covid-19/


 
Remote Learning 
While the goal of PMS is to remain in-person for as long as is safe and practical, we recognize the need 
to have plans in place for remote learning, should we need them.  Please review the Pioneer Distance 
Learning Plan for school year 2020-21 to understand what you can expect if your child has to be out 
for an extended period of time for COVID-related purposes.  There is also a full remote or distance 
learning plan outlined per level.  
 
Other updates to Pioneer Health and Safety Practices 
In part due to the great questions asked by you, our Pioneer Community, a number of additional areas 
have been added to the Health and Safety Practices. These include practices for Parent and Guest 
Visits, Community Events, Buses, and Field Trips. 
 
We are grateful to the professionals in our community who dedicate themselves to public health and 
to supporting schools as we navigate this pandemic. This list includes our advisory team as well as 
Terry Ahern, MD; Brian Formusa, PE; Julie Lyons, MD; Terry O'Connor, MD; and the BCSD Nurses. 
 
Thank you for being part of this journey with us. Please continue to reach out to 
covid-committee@pioneermontessorischool.org, your lead teacher or administration as appropriate. 
 
Respectfully, 
Pioneer COVID Committee, Board of Directors and Administration 
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