
 

Family Code of Conduct 
2020-2021 COVID-19 

Revision: September 4th, 2020 
 

Pioneer Montessori School is committed to implementing best practices in an effort to keep our               

community healthy. We can work together to help minimize the risk of spread to other families                

and at-risk individuals. This Family Code of Conduct lays out a set of guidelines to establish clear                 

expectations for family behavior to help protect our school and community. 

 

Please note that the following code of conduct is built on information from the Idaho State                

Board of Education’s COVID-19 Resources and CDC’s information for Schools and Childcare.            1 2

Specific sections of the CDC guidelines will be referenced throughout. As recommendations            

evolve, procedures related to COVID-19 are subject to change. 

Physical Distancing 
● Only teachers, students, and staff will be allowed on campus during school hours.             

(*exception for pre-primary parents during drop-off only). 

● As a baseline, all adults should stay at least 6 or more feet away from others (outside of                  

their household). 

● Drop-off and pick-up will occur at specific times and locations for each classroom, and              

will include a health screening. Please make sure you read the specific procedures for              

each class, which will be found in the Pioneer Health and Safety Practices. 

● Teaching staff will be responsible for preparing classroom environments to promote           

independence, collaboration, and hands-on learning while keeping in mind physical          

distancing of at least 6 feet apart. If students are unable to physically distance, barriers               

(plexiglass, shelving, outdoor spaces, masks) will be utilized.  

● Parents will be asked to make appointments for any meetings with school personnel.             

These meetings may take place 

○ In-person: On/off campus away from active classroom spaces with social          

distance and masks. 

1 https://boardofed.idaho.gov/covid-19/ 
2 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/index.html 
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○ Virtually. 
● Parents should refrain from hugging or shaking hands with any Pioneer Montessori            

School team member and/or other families (children) when around campus and remain            

6 feet from each other whenever possible. 

● Teachers may need to be in close proximity to their students to meet children’s needs               

by comforting, hugging, giving lessons, and assisting as needed. 

● All students and adults will remain in their specific classroom and playground area             

throughout the day. 

Masks 
Pioneer Montessori School’s first priority is the health and safety of children and adults. We are                

following the CDC’s recommended Guidance for K-12 School Administrators on the Use of Cloth              

Face Coverings in Schools.  3

 

● Students over the age of 2 will be expected to arrive at school wearing a mask and to                  

keep at least one extra mask in their cubby. Disposable masks will be made available in                

the event masks are forgotten or otherwise unusable. Due to their age, this policy does               

not apply to students in the pre-primary classroom. 

● During pick-up and drop-off adults will be required to wear face coverings. 

● All adults will be required to wear masks when on campus. Mask breaks will occur               

outdoors and with social distancing in place. 

● Indoors: Adults must and students over age 2 will be expected to wear masks in               

classroom spaces. Teaching staff will create a ‘mask break’ plan, whereby there are             

designated times and spaces. These breaks will take place outdoors. 

● Outdoors: Adults must and students will be expected to wear masks unless social             

distance of 6 feet or greater can be maintained. 

● According to CDC guidelines, masks should NOT be worn by anyone who has trouble              

breathing, is unconscious, is incapacitated, or is unable to remove the mask without             

help. 

 

Proper care should be taken in the selection and usage of a mask. Per CDC guidelines on How to                   

Select, Wear, and Clean Your Mask masks shall include two or more layers and completely               4

cover the nose and mouth. They should not be made of material that makes it hard to breathe,                  

such as vinyl. While exhalation valves or vents may sound appealing, they allow virus particles               

to escape and should not be used. Due to inconclusive evidence on their effectiveness, buffs               

and gaiters should not be worn, even if they meet all other criteria for mask selection. 

 

3 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/cloth-face-cover.html 
4 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-face-coverings.html 
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Some children may have different challenges with masks. Helping our children learn to wear              

masks comfortably is an important part of Montessori's "Grace and Courtesy" (a significant             

pillar in Montessori education) for their own health and the health of their community. Pioneer               

Montessori School is prepared to meet children where they are and create opportunities for              

their success.  

Morning Wellness Checks 
For health issues outside of COVID-19, please refer to the Pioneer Health and Wellness Policy.  5

 

● Each morning, families and staff will complete a daily health assessment prior to             

entering the campus. The screening will ask about contagious symptoms of household            

members. 

■ If a member of the household has contagious symptoms, a child must            

remain home for a Wellness Observation period. Please see Wellness          

Observation, below. 

 

■ If a child exhibits any contagious symptoms such as a cough, shortness of             

breath, fever, diarrhea or vomiting, the child will be sent home for a             

Wellness Observation period.  Please see Wellness Observation, below. 

**Please note that parents will be expected to pick-up the child           

immediately following the phone call received by the school. Child will           

need to wait in the coat room or other area designated by the lead              

teacher until the parent arrives.** 

 

● Students will have their temperature checked outside of the school gate. 
● Staff will self-monitor symptoms and report immediately if they display any symptoms.            

Students will be monitored as needed throughout the day by adults. 

● If a child has a temperature over 100.0, the child will be sent home with the parent for a                   

Wellness Observation period. 

● Parents should complete the health assessment and call the administration office if their             

child is sick or showing symptoms. 

Wellness Observation 
Please note that the following is specific to COVID-19. For health issues outside of COVID-19,               

please refer to the Pioneer Health and Wellness Policy.  6

 

5 http://www.pioneermontessorischool.org/for-parents/health-wellness-policy/ 
6 http://www.pioneermontessorischool.org/for-parents/health-wellness-policy/ 
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CDC guidelines on Screening K-12 Students  and general experience with children confirms that 7

many of the symptoms of COVID-19 are shared with common illnesses. It is therefore important 

that the Pioneer Community remains mindful of symptoms, aware of our actions, and cautious 

in our behavior. Wellness Observations are one part of an overall risk minimization strategy. For 

a 1-page reference for wellness observations, please see Pioneer Montessori School’s 

“Household Symptom Quick Reference - COVID-19“ publication. 

 

If a child or household member has exhibited symptoms associated with COVID-19, the child              

will be asked to remain at home for a Wellness Observation period. The duration of the                

Wellness Observation period is based on household exposure to individuals who have tested             

positive for COVID-19 or showing symptoms of potential COVID-19. Compliance with this            

Wellness Observation is critical to ensuring the health of the community. 

Wellness Observation Duration Parameters 

Scenario A -- A child or household member has some COVID-19 symptoms, but has not had                

contact with COVID-19 positive individual, traveled to an area with a large number of cases,               

or currently lives in an area of high community transmission: 
The student shall be excused from school in accordance with the Pioneer Health and Wellness 

Policy  and at minimum, not return until symptom-free for 24 hours without fever reducing 8

medications. Observed symptoms shall be reported to the administration office. 

 

In the event one of these: 

● Further progression of symptoms (example: fever is now fever plus cough) OR 

● No alternative explanation for symptoms except for COVID-19 OR 

● Possible exposure to a COVID-19 positive individual 

leads to suspecting possible COVID-19 the child and household members should immediately 

quarantine and test for COVID-19.  The child and household should remain in quarantine until 

negative test results are received or having met the CDC guidelines for “I think or know I had 

COVID-19, and I had symptoms”.  9

 

If COVID-19 test results are negative, the child may return to school 24 hours after the                

symptoms have subsided with no fever-reducing medication as long as no other household             

members have contagious symptoms.  

If COVID-19 test results are positive, the child, household, and classroom staff will follow the               

steps outlined below, in the Quarantine section of this document. 

 

When in doubt, questions regarding return to school should be jointly decided in consultation              

with parents or caregivers, school personnel, and the child’s healthcare provider. 

7 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/symptom-screening.html 
8 http://www.pioneermontessorischool.org/for-parents/health-wellness-policy/ 
9 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/end-home-isolation.html 
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Scenario B -- A child or household member has had close contact with a COVID-19 positive                

individual: 
After a confirmed exposure, the child and household members should immediately 

quarantine. They must also get in touch with the Blaine County Health Department for 

guidance on contact tracing practices. 

Per CDC guidelines on “For Anyone Who Has Been Around a Person with COVID-19”,  the child 10

and household should stay home for 14 days after their last exposure to that person. 

 

Scenario C --  Staff, a child, or a household member has a confirmed case of COVID-19:  

If someone in the household tests positive for COVID-19, they should proceed to the guidelines               

in the Quarantine section below and call the administration office. 

 

The child and household should remain in quarantine until having met the CDC guidelines for “I 

think or know I had COVID-19, and I had symptoms”.  11

 

As of August 15th, the recommendation for those without severe COVID-19: 

You can be around others after: 

● 10 days since symptoms first appeared and 
● 24 hours with no fever without the use of fever-reducing medications and 
● Other symptoms of COVID-19 are improving**Loss of taste and smell may 

persist for weeks or months after recovery and need not delay the end of 
isolation 

Quarantine 
If a team member or child is diagnosed with COVID-19, the following steps will be               

implemented immediately: 

1. Families in that class will be quarantined and all household members should follow CDC              

Guidelines for “For Anyone Who Has Been Around a Person with COVID-19”. The South              

Central Health District will be notified immediately to receive further guidance on            

testing, contact tracing, and Health District recommended actions above and beyond           

those outlined below. 

2. All members of the Pioneer Community will be notified of the presence of a diagnosis. 

3. The child’s class will shift to distance learning, according to the Online Education Plan              

for the classroom. 

4. The entire school will do a deep disinfectant on every area of the school.  

10 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/end-home-isolation.html 
11 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/end-home-isolation.html 
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5. Absent other guidance from the local health district or CDC, the classroom will remain              

online for 14 days before returning to in-person instruction. 

  

Please note that these procedures may be updated as testing technology evolves. 

Sanitation Procedures: Handwashing 
Pioneer Montessori School’s sanitization policy for individuals follows the CDC Guidelines for            

When and How to Wash Your Hands. Facilities and resources for sanitization will be made               12

available for every classroom environment. 
 

Students and staff must wash their hands or sanitize if soap and water is unavailable at the                 

following times: 

● School entry 

● Before work time  

● After using the restroom 

● After recess 

● Before and after kitchen use 

● Before and after eating 

● As needed throughout the day 

● Prior to going home 

 

Classrooms and workstations will be disinfected as needed throughout the day.  

Travel and Attending Events 
● The CDC’s Travel during the COVID-19 Pandemic and Idaho’s COVID-19 Travel           13

Information recommend you only travel when absolutely necessary. This includes          14

avoiding all unnecessary travel within the United States. 

● We strongly encourage all families looking to travel in the United States to research and               

follow the CDC travel during the COVID-19 pandemic recommendations. 

● For travel within the state of Idaho, refer to the South Central Public Health District               15

site for regional risks. 

● All families and team members that travel outside of their home area should be              

hypervigilant to any potential symptoms of household members for 14 days upon            

returning home. 

● Families or household members who must travel to orange or red counties or states, or               

who experience situations where risk factors add up (indoors, no masks, no social             

12 https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html 
13 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html 
14 https://visitidaho.org/covid-19-travel-alert/ 
15 https://www.phd5.idaho.gov/CoronaVirus/#Risk_Levels 
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distance, especially with kids), should strongly consider testing for active COVID-19           

before they return to school and not return to school for at least seven days upon                

return. 

● Finally, we ask for common sense, conservatism, and a margin for error on your own               

personal travel and attending events. Camping with limited public exposure is different            

from attending a large event or going to a museum, theme park, shopping mall,              

restaurant, or fitness facility. As a member of the Pioneer community, do all that you               

can to limit exposure, err on the conservative side, and stay connected to current              

conditions and current information with regards to COVID-19. 

Personal Commitment 
● Students and families are asked to follow all city, county, state and federal restrictions              

at all times. This includes not attending any events larger than the group size limits as                

dictated by the Idaho Stages of Reopening.  16

● Families will strive to maintain excellent hygiene to keep themselves healthy and set an              

appropriate example of self-care for their child.  

● Families will share this code of conduct with any other caregivers (nannies, frequent             

babysitters, etc.) who are in close contact with their children.  

● Guardians commit to open communication with the school regarding the policies           

outlined above. 

● If you or a household member have experienced situations with an increased level of              

COVID-19 exposure, strongly consider testing for active COVID-19 before returning to           

school and not returning to school for at least seven days. 

 

These policies are subject to change. 

 

I have read the Family Code of Conduct for the academic year of 2020-2021 and I understand                 

and agree to abide by all policies as indicated in this document. 

 

 

_____________________________________________________ _____________ 

Parent / Legal Guardian Signature Date 

 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

Enrolled Child/Children Name(s) 

16 https://rebound.idaho.gov/stages-of-reopening/ 
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