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About the Festival
Choirs will join together in this spectacular festival culminating in a performance of Bach’s MAGNIFICAT and Dan 
Forrest’s REQUIEM FOR THE LIVING.  This festival is designed with great musical and historical purpose.  It honors the 
very rich musical heritage of Leipzig (Bach, Mendelssohn, Schumann, Wagner, Grieg, Mahler and others). 2022 marks 
the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther’s translation of the New Testament into German (and participants will visit the 
very room in Wartburg Castle where this translation took place). The festival will be led by Artistic Directors, Dr. David 
Thye and Dr. Jeshua Franklin.

Dr. David R. Thye is a passionate conductor, educator, and clinician. While inspiring excellence through artistic mastery, 
discipline, and musical integrity, Dr. Thye consistently delivers cutting-edge “live” performances with great enthusiasm. 
 
Thye seeks out the finest choral repertoire that powerfully and intimately communicates to the mind and soul utilizing 
Biblical passages, creative and artistic poetry, and inspiring texts that are thought-provoking and impactful. Ultimately, 
Dr. Thye is passionate about God, people, and music!

Dr. Jeshua Franklin believes in the power of choral music to bring diverse groups of people together in celebration 
and song. Music is a gift that allows each person to express themself in ways that build cooperation, community, and 
understanding. Paired with a commitment to musical excellence through a holistic understanding of the singer’s voice, 
performances under Dr. Franklin’s leadership consistently receive acclaim from singer and audience alike.
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Itinerary
Day One: Thursday, June 30, 2022

Day Two: Friday, July 1

Day Three: Saturday, July 2

Day Four: Sunday, July 3

Day Five: Monday, July 4

• Depart via scheduled air service to Berlin, Germany

• Arrive in Berlin
• Meet your MCI Tour Manager, who will assist the group to 

awaiting chartered motorcoach
• Time permitting, take a panoramic introductory tour of Ber-

lin’s highlights, followed by transfer to Wittenberg
• Late afternoon hotel check-in
• Welcome Dinner included, and overnight

• Breakfast at the hotel, followed by check-out
• Sightseeing in Wittenberg includes entrance to the Lutherhal-

le, a museum of the Reformation
• Also visit the Schlosskirche. From the church’s tower there are 

extensive views. It was to the wooden doors of this church that 
Luther nailed his 95 “Theses” in October 1517

• Lunch, on own
• Individual choir recital opportunities in Schlosskirche or 

Stadtkirche
• Transfer to Leipzig
• Dinner included, and overnight

• Breakfast at the hotel
• A guided tour of Leipzig includes entrance to St. Thomas 

Church (Bach was the organist and choirmaster here, and it is 
the home of the St. Thomas Boys Choir). Also visit the Bach 
Museum. 

• Lunch, on own
• Afternoon Rehearsal
• all individual choirs will be featured in Thomaskirche recitals 

during stay in Leipzig
• Dinner included, and overnight

• Breakfast at the hotel
• Morning Rehearsal
• Packed lunch provided for eating en route
• Afternoon excursion to Eisenach for a visit to Wartburg Castle. 

Drive up a steep forested slope to one of the best-preserved 
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Day Six: Tuesday, July 5

Day Seven: Wednesday, July 6

Day Eight: Thursday, July 7

• Breakfast at the hotel
• Morning Rehearsal
• Lunch, on own
• Enjoy a guided tour of Musical Leipzig which includes entrance 

to the Mendelssohn Museum. The Museum was the residence 
of composer Felix Mendelssohn from 1845 till his untimely 
death in 1847 at the age of 38. Today, the Museum has a collec-
tion about the life and work of the composer

• Late Afternoon Dress Rehearsal
• Dinner included, and overnight

• Breakfast at the hotel
• Excursion to Dresden for a guided tour of the city. Also see the 

famous domed Frauenkirche. There are few cities’ more strik-
ing than Dresden and its classic view from the Elbe’s northern 
bank that takes in spires, towers and domes belonging to pal-
aces, churches and stately buildings. It’s hard to believe that 
the city was all but wiped off the map by Allied bombings in 
1945

• Lunch, on own
• Individual choir recital opportunities in Frauenkirche
• Return to Leipzig
• Evening Formal Festival Choir Performance in Leipzig’s Pe-

terskirche
• Dinner included, and overnight

• Breakfast at the hotel, followed by check-out
• Transfer to the Airport for return flight home

medieval castles in Germany, Wartburg Castle, which was 
founded in 1067 and which looms over the city of Eisenach. 
It was at Wartburg Castle that Martin Luther, disguised as 
“Knight George,” translated the New Testament into German. 

• Individual choir recital opportunities in Wartburg Castle
• Return to Leipzig
• Dinner on own, and overnight
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