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It is interesting to compare these observations with studies by scholars actually concerned with historical
events. The remark about Stalin’s initiating the first Vietnamese war in 1946 does not even merit
refutation. As to Hanoi's purported initiative of 1958, the situation is more clouded. But even government

sources!® concede that in 1959 Hanoi received the first direct reports of what Diem referred tol® as his
own Algerian war and that only after this did they lay their plans to involve themselves in this struggle.
In fact, in December, 1958, Hanoi made another of its many attempts —rebuffed once again by Saigon

and the United States—to establish diplomatic and commercial relations with the Saigon government

on the basis of the status quo.m Rostow offers no evidence of Stalin's support for the Greek guerrillas;

in fact, though the historical record is far from clear, it seems that Stalin was by no means pleased with
the adventurism of the Greek guerrillas, who, from his point of view, were upsetting the satisfactory post-

war imperialist settlement.[®]

Rostow’s remarks about Germany are more interesting still. He does not see fit to mention, for example,
the Russian notes of March-April, 1952, which proposed unification of Germany under internationally
supervised elections, with withdrawal of all troops within a year, ifthere was a guarantee that a reunified

Germany would not be permitted to join a Western military alliance.!®! And he has also momentarily
forgotten his own characterization of the strategy of the Truman and Eisenhower administrations: “to
avoid any serious negotiation with the Soviet Union until the West could confront Moscow with German

rearmament within an organized European framework, as a fait accompli''®l —to be sure, in defiance of
the Potsdam agreements.

But most interesting of all is Rostow’s reference to Iran. The facts are that there was a Russian attempt to
impose by force a pro-Soviet government in Northern Azerbaijan that would grant the Soviet Union
access to Iranian oil. This was rebuffed by superior Anglo-American force in 1946, at which point the more

powerful imperialism obtained full rights to Iranian oil for itself, with the installation of a pro-Western

government. We recall what happened when, for a brief period in the early 1950s, the only Iranian
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