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Georgia Press Association 2022 Convention
Wednesday, June 1

6 p.m.    GPA/GNS Board Dinner
    Crane Cottage, Jekyll Island Club Resort
    Sponsored by Georgia EMC and Georgia Transmission Corp.

Thursday, June 2
8 a.m.     Registration
    Aspinwall Room, Jekyll Island Club Hotel

9 - 11 a.m.   GPA/GNS Board Meeting
    Riverview Lounge, Jekyll Island Club Hotel

11:30 a.m. - 12:10 p.m.  Opening Reception 
    Riverfront Veranda, Jekyll Island Club Hotel
    Sponsored by Georgia EMC and Georgia Transmission Corp.

12:15 - 1:45 p.m.    Opening Luncheon
    Grand Ballroom, Jekyll Island Club Hotel
    Presentation of Golden Club members
    Keynote speaker:  Stetson Bennett, IV 
    Sponsored by Home Builders Association of Georgia

INVITED 
Stetson Bennett, IV, nicknamed “The Mailman,” is the quarterback for the Georgia Bulldogs.  Ben-
nett was born to play for the Georgia Bulldogs. His parents, Stetson III and Denise, met while they 
were UGA students and, as a child, he attended over 90 Bulldog games. He attended Blackshear’s 
Pierce County High School and was a three-year starter. He started his career as a walk-on at 
Georgia. He was the offensive MVP during the national championship win over the Alabama Crim-
son Tide to bring Georgia its first title since 1980. 

2 - 3 p.m.    Stop Overthinking and Just Do It
    Mike Blinder, Publisher, Editor and Publisher, The Blinder Group
 
There is no question that digital disruption is affecting our audience and profits. However, are we living a 
self-fulfilling prophecy by moving our editorial assets as a core revenue source?  There is profit for publications
when we focus on what we do best.  Mike will dissect the latest research and data showing that we are still
a great industry, wiwth great products and a great future aheadl.  As long as we keep our eye on the ball!

3:10 - 4 p.m.   A Better Way to Tell our Story
    
Your GPA Board is working on a branding campaign to help tell the story of the importance of newspapers in 
the state of Georgia.  This session will provide an update of where we are in planning the campaign, but we
would also value your ideas and, most importantly, your input.  Please come ready to work as this is a listening
and sharing program for you as a member.



Thursday, June 2 (continued) 
5 - 8 p.m.    All-Georgia Products Reception & “The Session in Review”
    Sponsored by University of Georgia College of Agricultural & Environmental Sciences 

Live Auction with Len Robbins, AIR Publications, Homerville. Live entertainment starring Harris Blackwood and 
Company.  For those of you who remember, this will be a mini “Cracker Crumble.”  
Governor Kemp invitedl

Friday, June 3

9 - 10 a.m.   “Legal Update”
     GPA General Counsel David Hudson and Brooks Hudson
     
The latest on legal issues affecting the newspaper industry in Georgia will be discussed.  They will also answer any 
questions and address any issues you may need answered.  

10:15 - 11:15 a.m.  Issues Affecting the Newspaper Industry
     Dean Riddings,  America’s Newspapers 
      
Dean will give an update on the LJSA, the JCPA and the recent interest in state legislatures to support local  
local journalism, as well as any recent national trends affecting the newspaper industry.  

11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.  GPA Advertising Awards Presentation

6 - 6:45 p.m.    Past Presidents Reception (Invitation Only)
     Sponsored by Grady College of Journalism and Mass Communication
     Hosted by GPA President Mike Gebhart, President, So. Community Newspapers, Inc.

6:45 p.m.    Better Newspaper Reception

7:30 p.m.    Better Newspaper Contest Awards Banquet and Dinner
     The Best of the Best!  
     Emceed by Len Robbins, President,  AIR Publications, Homerville

Refreshment breaks on Thursday and Friday are sponsored by the Georgia Cotton Commission.
     

Saturday, June 4

9 a.m.     GPA Annual Meeting

Come to the meeting to collect your rebate check and recognize the new officers and board appointments. 
Club Ballroom, Jekyll Island Club Hotel

Safe travels until we meet again in 2023!



Meet the speakers
Stetson Bennett, IV, nicknamed “The Mailman,” is the quarterback for the Georgia Bulldogs. 
He started his career as a walk-on at Georgia. Bennett was the offensive MVP during the national 
championship win over the Alabama Crimson Tide to bring Georgia its first title since 1980. Dur-
ing the national title, Bennett completed 17 of 26 passes for 224 yards and a pair of TDs...directed 
two fourth-quarter TD drives with his final two passes of the game going for touchdowns of 40 
and 15 yards. Bennett will be returning to the University of Georgia for the 2022 season. He had 
the option to return to the UGA for a sixth year thanks to the NCAA providing an additional 
year of eligibility due to the coronavirus. 

Mike Blinder is the Publisher of  Editor & Publisher Magazine (E&P) and CEO of its parent 
company, The Curated Experiences Group. He is also the author of “Survival Selling,” a popular 
(media-based) B2B (business-to-business) sales guide. Blinder has been in love with media his 
entire life. In high school, he worked part-time as an intern at WPEN radio in Philadelphia and 
at Radio Shack, where he sold the 1st generation of home computers. While attending George 
Washington University, he held a full-time job as a DC Deejay, becoming a station manager 
within five years. From radio, Blinder moved to TV and eventually print, starting one of the first 
digital newspapers in the United States where the Newspaper Association of America nominated 

him as a “Digital Pioneer.” Before taking over E&P Magazine, Blinder spent 20 years as founding manager of one 
of the world’s most respected media consulting firms, The Blinder Group. In addition, he personally trained over 
10,000 media sales teams to adapt to digital revenue concepts and solutions. He has won numerous media awards, 
is past president and board member for several media/marketing associations and has been a sought-after speaker 
at conferences worldwide. He lives in Tampa Bay, Florida, with his wife and business partner, Robin and daughter, 
Haven. 

Len Robbins is the president of AIR Publications, which publishes six community news-papers 
in South Georgia: The Clinch County News, Lanier County Advocate, Berrien Press, Quitman 
Free Press, Atkinson County Citizen, and Echols County Echo. Robbins is a past president of the 
Georgia Press Association, and currently serves on the GPA Board of Directors. In his com-
munity, he has served as a city councilman, president of the Clinch County Lions Club, president 
of the Clinch County Chamber of Commerce, president of the Clinch County Athletic Booster 
Club for the past 28 years, and has served as “Voice of the Panthers” on Clinch County High 
football broadcasts since 1994. His syndicated humor column is featured in more than 20 news-

papers in Georgia and Mississippi, and costs only $5 a week. He and his wife, Jenny, live in Homerville, Ga., and 
have three children.

Harris Blackwood has a great deal of experience in public relations and communications. His 
work in the media has earned him numerous honors, including being named three times as Geor-
gia’s top columnist by the Georgia Press Association.  He currently writes a Sunday column for the 
Gainesville Times. Blackwood was appointed director of the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety 
by Gov. Nathan Deal in 2011, a position he served in for eight years. He also served as chairman 
of the Georgia Driver’s Education Commission. He worked to educate the public by  reminding 
Georgians to buckle up, check their windshield wipers and use a penny to check the tread on 
their tires. His previous experience in state government includes management positions with the 

Georgia Department of Corrections and the Stone Mountain Memorial Association. 



Dean Riddings joined America’s Newspapers as its first CEO in November 2019. Ameri-
ca’s Newspaper is the largest newspaper association in the United States serving more than 
1,400 newspapers. Prior to joining America’s Newspapers, Riddings was the President and 
CEO of the Florida Press Association and its subsidiary Intersect Media Solutions. He began 
his news media career as publisher of a community daily newspaper in Missouri, and he has 
published newspapers in North Carolina, Tennessee and Florida. He graduated Summa Cum 
Laude from Flagler College with a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration and he is a 

Certified Association Executive as designated by the Center for Association Leadership (ASAE). Ridings has 
served as chair of Leadership Florida, president of the Newspaper Association Managers Association, trustee 
of Florida TaxWatch and the First Amendment Foundation. He and his wife Kellie live in New Smyrna Beach, 
Florida. 

David Hudson is with the law firm Hull Barrett in Augusta, where he practices in the area 
of general civil litigation with an emphasis on business and commercial disputes, media law and 
construction law. He has been a trial lawyer since 1974 and has argued numerous appeals in the 
appellate courts of Georgia, the United States Court of Appeals for the Second, Fifth and 11th 
Circuits, and a case before the Supreme Court of the United States. He is GPA’s legal counsel. 
Hudson earned his A.B. degree, summa cum laude, from Mercer University, and his J.D. degree, 
cum laude, from Harvard Law School in 1971. He then served as a law clerk to the Honorable 

Griffin B. Bell of the United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. Before entering law practice, he was a 
captain in the U.S. army and senior instructor, law department, U.S. Military Police School, at Fort Gordon. He is 
a trustee of Mercer University and has been chairman of the university’s board and its executive committee.

Brooks Hudson joined Hull Barrett in 2011 and practices general civil litigation, handling a 
wide variety of complex litigation matters. Hudson focuses primarily on commercial litigation 
matters, including prosecuting and defending claims in complex business disputes, health-care 
litigation, First Amendment litigation, class actions and criminal litigation. He attended under-
graduate studies at University of Georgia and received his law degree from Mercer Univer-
sity. Prior to joining Hull Barrett, Brooks served as the Assistant District Attorney for the 
district attorney’s office, where he conducted prosecutions and court proceedings on behalf 

of the state of Georgia and was appointed Special Drug Prosecutor. He also worked in the Public Defender’s 
Office in the Augusta Judicial Circuit, where he represented defendants in numerous court proceedings.



JEKYLL ISLAND RESTAURANTS

Doc’s Snack Shop (Historic District) 
A fast-food hamburgers, hot dogs, chicken salad sandwiches, grilled cheese, and typical short-order food. 
Quick, tasty, and served hot. Opens at 11 a.m. Phone: (912) 319-2180

Islands Sweet Shop - (Historic District) 
Desserts, sweet tooth items like pralines, fudge, or ice cream. Opens at 11 a.m. Phone:  (912) 635-3135

The Wharf - (By River in front of Resort)
Part of the Jekyll Island Club Resort. American Southern-style food and seafood.
Live music Wednesday - Saturday evenings.  Opens at 11:30 a.m. Phone: (912) 635-3612

Red Bug Motors Pizza - (Beachview Drive across from Tortuga Jacks in the putt-putt course)
Made-from-scratch pizzas, lasagna, pastas, and other Italian food, as well as sandwiches and salads. Beer, wine, 
and soft drinks. Opens at 11 a.m. Delivery 4-9 p.m.  Phone: (912) 635-9730

Zachary’s Riverhouse - (Turn on first right off river bridge when you arrive on the Island - 1 Harbor Rd.)
Regional seafood dishes and drinks offered in a relaxed indoor-outdoor space overlooking the river. 
Phone: (912) 319-2174

Driftwood Bistro (In the Villas near Driftwood Beach) 
Coastal Low Country style. Fried okra, fried green tomatoes, cheese grits, meatloaf and pot roast platters. 
Shrimp dishes including Wild Georgia Shrimp and Grits and the Wild Georgia Shrimp Cake, a different take 
on the usual crab cakes. For dessert, try their Georgia Bourbon Peach Cobbler. Vegan, vegetarian, and glu-
ten intolerant choices available. Full bar. Open for 12 years, they were awarded the 2019-2020 Georgia’s 100 
Plates designation. Open Tuesday- Saturday, 5 - 9 p.m.   Phone: (912) 635-3588

Tortuga Jacks (near Great Dunes Park) 
Traditional Mexican dishes and burgers and shrimp. Dine inside or at the outside deck by the tiki bar over-
looking the dunes and the Atlantic Ocean. Margaritas and a large selection of cocktails, beer, and wine.
Open 8 a.m.-8 p.m. Phone: (912) 342-2600

McGarvey’s Wee Pub (In the Beach Village)
Typical Irish fare: shepherd’s pie, bangers and mash, and homemade corned beef and cabbage. “Champ” = Irish 
mashed potatoes. Other food choices, too. Desserts include Butter-Pecan Bread Pudding. A multi-time first-
place winner at A Taste of Glynn County. Opens at 11 a.m.  Phone:  (912) 574-2337

Jekyll Market (In Beach Village) 
Gourmet grocery store with restaurants inside. Rotisserie chicken, a barbecue sandwich, deli sandwiches. 
Dozens of other food items, soft and hard drinks available. Opens at 8 am. 

Sunrise Grille (In Beach Village)
Regular bacon and eggs breakfast in the morning and. It’s also a pleasant spot to end your evening at the beach 
with dinner and an Appletini or Godfather Cocktail. Delicious, thick burgers and amazing Gulf shrimp. Their 
motto is “From sunrise to sundown.”  Opens 7 a.m.  Phone: (912) 319-2376

(Information pulled from Travel Awaits article by Kathleen Walls.)



JEKYLL ISLAND ACTIVITIES 

Driftwood Beach - On the northern end of the island are gnarled ghostly shapes: tree trunks, some 
bleached by the wind and sun, their twisted branches outstretched toward the sky. 

Glory Beach - Venture south to Glory Beach, a shooting location for the 1989 film Glory. Situated next to 
the Jekyll Island Soccer Complex, a vestige of the movie’s production, Glory Boardwalk, allows you to traverse 
untouched dunes and freshwater pools, and on clear days, catch sight of Cumberland Island in the distance.

Historic District - Experience what it was like to live on Jekyll Island as far back as the 1700s. Termed the 
“Millionaire’s Village” long ago, with its 240-acre site containing 33 historic structures, the District includes the 
Jekyll Island Club and surrounding cottages that were once home to some of America’s most wealthy citizens.

History Museum - The restored horse stables in the Historic District house the Jekyll Island History Muse-
um featuring many artifacts and period pieces of interest, as well as carriage and horse stables from the 1900s.

Horton House - The Horton House is one of the oldest tabby buildings in Georgia and is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. In 1735, William Horton was granted Jekyll Island by the trustees of the 
colony of Georgia.  The site also includes the cemetery of the DuBignon Family who owned Jekyll from 1790 to 
1886 and occupied the house from 1790 until sometime in the mid-1800s.

Unique Stained Glass - Louis Comfort Tiffany illustrated the biblical story of King David in brilliant stained 
glass at Faith Chapel’s memorial to Frederick Gilbert Bourne, president of Singer Sewing Machine Company 
and Jekyll Island Club. Open daily, 12-4 p.m. 

Georgia Sea Turtle Center - Located behind the Jekyll Island Club Resort,the Center is the first of its 
kind in Georgia. It focuses on natural preservation, including sea turtle research, rehabilitation, and education. 

Jekyll Island Golf Club - Sixty-three holes. Four breathtaking courses. Georgia’s largest public golf resort – 
known for true Southern hospitality and legendary landscapes. Call 912.635.2368 to reserve tee time.

Jekyll Island Mini Golf - Located just across from the Atlantic Ocean and Great Dunes Park are two 18-
hole courses, one for beginners and one for the more advanced. 

Play Croquet - Guests of Jekyll Island Club Resort can test their skill on the resort’s croquet lawn or sit 
courtside while pros clad in white play this genteel sport enjoyed by the leisure class for 170 years. 

Ride a Bike - With more than 20 miles of bike trails and pathways, bicycling is a great way to explore Jekyll 
Island’s natural beauty and plentiful wildlife. Free bike path maps are available at the Jekyll Island Guest Informa-
tion Center or just follow the bike path that circles the entire island. 

Summer Waves Water Park - Summer Waves offers a variety of ways to beat the summertime heat. 
From lazy laps around Turtle Creek to high-speed thrills down Pirate’s Passage, there’s no limit to the special 
memories you’ll make.

Peaceful Pond - Enjoy the sights and sounds of nature - turtles, alligators, nesting birds - from the wheel-
chair-accessible observation deck of Horton Pond. Feeling adventurous? Learn about native flora, such as the 
tupelo trees on the surrounding .07-mile Tupelo Trail. Discover more nature & hiking trails.

For more, go to www.exploreJekyllIsland.



Georgia Press Association 2022 Convention
Convention Sponsors

These companies and organizations support the newspaper industry in Georgia with their sponsorship of the 
GPA convention and their associate membership in our organization. Please take a moment to thank them when you 
see them at the convention!

These companies and organizations support the newspaper industry in Georgia with their sponsorship of the 
GPA convention and their associate membership in our organization. Please take a moment to thank them when you 
see them at the convention!


