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Life at the History Center has changed 
dramatically over the last few weeks. The 
Covid-19 outbreak has forced EHC to 
TEMPORARILY close our doors and 
reimagine our programs, which staff has 
been doing from home. We look forward to 
being together soon, but in the meantime, 
visit our website, follow us on Facebook, 
Instagram, and Twitter. 

In response to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
the History Center’s 45th Annual Mother’s 
Day House Walk will be a House Walk-By 
this year. In honor of the 100th anniversary 
of the passage of the 19th amendment, we 
will highlight the homes of Evanston 
women who fought for suffrage and those 
who served their community through 
elected office. 

This year, as in years past, a ticket to 
the house walk will be a handsome book 
with essays. We invite you to walk, ride or 
drive by to view the exterior of these 
houses while learning about the 
architecture and the significance of the 
women who lived in the homes. You can 
experience the House Walk-By beginning 
on Mother’s Day or any day thereafter, and 
as many times as you choose. Please 
support the Evanston History Center by 
purchasing a ticket. Your purchase is 
especially meaningful this year. Tickets can 
be purchased on our website. 

As I am sure you have noticed, much of 
our programing this year is focused on 

women’s history and specifically the 
passage of the 19th Amendment to the 
United States Constitution. This amendment 
finally gave women the right to vote. Illinois, 
and specifically Evanston women led the 
way in the suffrage movement. This very 
interesting story is chronicled in our new 
exhibit Evanston Women and the Fight for 
the Vote. 

Please visit EHC soon, pick up a free 
walking tour guide (on side porch). Check 
out the work we are doing to preserve the 
Dawes House, with ongoing maintenance 
and capital repairs, including restoration of 
our front entrance. You won’t believe the 
grandeur of our restored front doors. A 
great way to support our capital work is 
through the purchase of a brick in the Legacy 
Walk. Visit evanstonhistorycenter.org/ 
the-legacy-walk/ or contact Jill Kirk at 
jkirk@evanstonhistorycenter.org for more 
information. 

I hope you enjoy this edition of 
TimeLines. We work to make the history 
of Evanston relevant, interesting, and 
accessible. TimeLines is one way we 
bring history to you! As always thank you 
for your continued support. We couldn’t do 
what we do without you. 

 
Best, 
Eden Juron Pearlman 
Executive Director
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Evanston 
Women and 

the Fight for 
the Vote      

By Lori Osborne,  
Director of the Evanston  
Women’s History Project

Evanston women were at the forefront of the 
intellectual and strategic battle for women’s voting 
rights in the U.S. Suffragists — women who fought for 
women’s voting rights — are not often remembered for 
their intellectual and strategic work but they truly were 
political thinkers and strategists. Several Evanston 
women were among the most important women working 
on this in the U.S.   

Map showing the progress of suffrage rights in the U.S. 
Library of Virginia

These women deployed many different 

tactics to gain public attention for their 

cause, and they created many different 

arguments to persuade others to join them. 

In addition, several key moments in Illinois 

suffrage history had an impact in Evanston. 

The new exhibit Evanston Women and the 

Fight for the Vote at EHC tells the story of 

this battle. 

Elizabeth Boynton Harbert 

Elizabeth Boynton Harbert was the 

founder of Evanston’s first suffrage 

organization - the Pro and Con Club - and 

an ardent and lifelong suffragist. As its 

name implies, the Pro and Con Club 

discussed both sides of the suffrage issue 

and its name shows Harbert’s genius for 

introducing this radical issue to an 
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Evanston audience in a way that might 

help them find common ground. 

Harbert was a keen thinker and 

strategist for the suffrage movement – and 

regularly gave lectures and wrote books 

and newspaper columns advocating for 

suffrage. She was a leading architect of the 

idea that women deserved the 

right to vote not simply because 

they were equal citizens, but 

because women would bring 

their benevolent natures with 

them to the voting booth and 

positively influence issues facing 

their communities and country 

with their votes. Not everyone 

agreed with this approach as it 

emphasized rather than 

questioned women’s traditional 

role. But alongside the argument 

for women’s equal rights, it 

became an influential and 

powerful argument that brought 

many supporters to the women’s 

suffrage movement - and was 

especially appealing to women. 

Frances Willard 

Born in 1839 in New York, Frances 

Willard spent her childhood in Wisconsin. 

She later recounted her first moments of 

experiencing the unequal treatment of 

women. Reflecting on seeing her brother 

and father going to vote, and realizing that 

she would not be able to do so, she said to 

her sister Mary, “Don’t we love our country 

as much as they do?” She decided that 

she would dedicate her life to working on 

“the woman question” by becoming an 

activist for a larger public role for women. 

When the woman’s temperance 

movement began in the 1870s, and the 

Woman’s Christian Temperance Union 

(WCTU) was founded in 1874, Willard 

quickly saw it as an ideal venue for her 

work for women. This new movement 

simultaneously embraced women’s 

traditional roles in the home and expanded 

women’s role as caregivers for their 

communities, allowing for that larger public 

role that Willard sought for women.  

Willard served as President of the 

Elizabeth Boynton Harbert 
EHC Photograph Collection

Frances Willard 
EHC Photograph Collection
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EWCTU, the largest women’s organization in 

the world, from 1879 until her death in 

1898, and led the organization to become 

one of the strongest advocates for 

women's rights and women’s suffrage. She 

did this by expanding on Harbert’s idea of 

women’s benevolent influence coming 

through in their votes. She advocated for 

women’s right to vote as part of women’s 

role in “home protection.” Her argument 

was that surely women would do no harm 

and actually had every right to be allowed 

to vote on matters related to protecting 

their homes and their children (school 

board elections, temperance laws, etc.) as 

that was simply a logical extension of their 

traditional role.  

Willard’s “home protection” argument 

brought thousands of women to the 

suffrage cause who would have otherwise 

found it too radical. And, the WCTU was so 

large that its support of suffrage carried 

the movement into the 20th century. But it 

also brought the suffrage movement its 

biggest foes – the brewers and distillers – 

who actively worked to prevent women 

from gaining more of a public role.  

 

Catharine Waugh McCulloch 

Catharine Waugh McCulloch was born 

in 1862 in New York and came to Illinois as 

a child. She grew up near Rockford where 

she attended Rockford Female Seminary 

and then received her law degree from 

Union College of Law in Chicago in 1886. 

She married Frank McCulloch and moved 

to Evanston in 1890.  

After Catharine had trouble getting 

hired as an attorney, the couple started 

their own firm. The McCulloch’s firm 

focused on assisting women with problems 

related to their lack of legal status, such as 

wage discrimination, divorce, probate, 

child custody, and spousal abuse. Through 

representing women with these problems, 

she emerged as a leading figure among 

the advocates for women’s rights and 

women’s suffrage.  

Throughout her life, McCulloch wrote 

and lectured extensively on women’s 

issues. Through her arguments on the 

printed page and in the courtroom, 

McCulloch significantly contributed to the 

women's suffrage movement both in Illinois 

and nationally. McCulloch drafted the 

legislation for Illinois women to obtain the 

partial vote in 1893 and carried it every 

year to the legislature for 20 years.  

Most significantly, McCulloch created 

the strategy of working for partial suffrage 

in Illinois - seeking access to those 

elections not constitutionally limited to men, 

which included some municipal and 

township offices, and presidential electors.  

 

Suffrage Organizations 

The Evanston Political Equality League 

was the largest suffrage organization in 

Evanston. Its members and leaders included 

many prominent Evanston suffragists, such 
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Catharine Waugh McCulloch 
EHC Photograph Collection
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as Elizabeth Harbert and Catharine 

McCulloch. When the EPEL formed it 

affiliated with the Illinois Equal Suffrage 

Association (IESA), the leading statewide 

organization and thus was linked to both the 

state and national work for suffrage.  

The Evanston Political Equality League 

primarily built support for suffrage by 

distributing pamphlets, hosting lectures, 

and sponsoring essay contests. Much of its 

focus was to give a public face to suffrage 

supporters and to show the broad support 

of the movement in the community and 

beyond. An example of one of the 

League’s many activities was a 1912 

lecture by Catharine Waugh McCulloch 

and IESA president Ella Stewart at the 

Evanston YMCA, as part of a suffrage auto 

tour around the state of Illinois. The League 

also canvassed for suffrage votes and was 

active in supporting regional and statewide 

suffrage work. 

 

African American Women  

and Suffrage 

As the African American population in 

Evanston grew in the late 19th and early 

20th century, black women formed clubs 

and organizations to work on various 

causes and advocate for their community. 

Many of them focused on civic and 

political matters like discrimination in 

housing and schools, unequal job 

opportunities for blacks, and the need for 

black men to register and vote. The black 

auxiliary of the Woman’s Christian 

Temperance Union, the Julia Gaston Club, 

and the Iroquois League, among many 

others, all were women’s organizations 

engaged in philanthropic and political 

activities in Evanston.  

Although work for women’s voting rights 

was not often mentioned by any of these 

organizations - the Ladies Colored 

Republican Club of Evanston was actively 

working in this time period. Black women’s 

Republican clubs were one of the primary 

venues for activism on voting rights issues 

in Illinois and it is likely that the Evanston 

group was very much engaged on this 

issue as well.  

 

School Suffrage - 1891 

Several milestones in Illinois suffrage 

history marked key moments in the story. 

An important early expansion of women’s 

voting rights occurred in 1891 when the 

state legislature passed a school suffrage 

bill, allowing women to vote in school 

board elections. Both the “home 

protection” argument and partial ballot 

strategies worked to persuade legislators 

that since women were already involved in 

schools as both teachers and 

administrators, and overseeing their 

children's’ education as mothers, school 

suffrage made sense for women.  

In 1892, Evanston held its school board 

election, and two Evanston women were on 

the ballot. Hundreds of local women took 

advantage of this first access to the ballot, 

and Louise Brockaway Stanwood won, 

making her the first woman elected to 

public office in Evanston. Women worked 

together to prepare each other to 

participate in the election--they spread the 

news that they were able to vote, and they 

went in groups to polling places which 

were still largely the province of men. 

 

Illinois Suffrage - 1913 

The campaign for suffrage in Illinois 

reached its peak in the early 1910s. 

Catharine McCulloch’s legislation for the 

partial ballot for women was introduced 

once again in 1913, but this time new 

tactics were employed that expanded into 

what we now think of as lobbying. Local 
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suffrage organizations were started in 

every legislative district and local 

supporters personally contacted every 

legislator. Suffrage supporters used 

parliamentary procedures to move the vote 

along and sent telegrams to all legislators, 

making sure they would be present for the 

vote. These tactics worked and in June of 

1913 Illinois women won partial suffrage, 

becoming the first state east of the 

Mississippi to do so.  

Illinois women now had the right to vote 

in all elections where their voting was not 

specifically prohibited by state law, 

including many municipal elections and 

presidential electors. This gave them 

nationally recognized political power. In the 

next national election in 1916, more than 

200,000 women voted in Chicago alone - 

and their votes influenced the outcome of 

the Presidential Election, giving Democrat 

Woodrow Wilson the win. 

 

Final Victories - 1919 and 1920 

After the Illinois law passed, Evanston 

women continued to work on the state 

and national level to achieve full suffrage 

rights throughout the U.S. Though their 

focus had long been on attaining state 

suffrage, once this was achieved they 

shifted to support the federal amendment. 

Evanston women celebrated when the 

19th amendment was ratified first by 

Illinois in June 1919. And again, when it 

was made law in August of 1920. 

While the 19th Amendment was a 

major victory and cause for celebration, it 

did not mean an end to the suffrage story. 

Many women still had to struggle to 

exercise their right to vote, especially 

women of color. Access to polling places, 

lack of information, and other barriers 

restricted the actual practice of voting for 

many women. The Evanston League of 

Women Voters was founded in 1921. 

Voting rights remains an important 

issue and is the focus of concern for many 

Evanston citizens today. Issues such as 

requirements for voter identification, 

universal voter registration, non-citizen 

legal residents voting in local elections, 

and the reinstatement of voting rights for 

those released from incarceration, are 

much-debated and unresolved. The battle 

over who is a citizen and what that 

citizenship entails goes on to this day. 

Evanston History Center  
Volunteers and Interns 2020 

The Evanston History Center could not function without the assistance of our 

amazing interns, volunteers and docents!

Marianna Bagshaw 
ScottAllen Barber 
Sheila Best 
Annie Cebrzynski 
Katherine D’Antico 
Katherine Dong 

Julia Flynn 
Bill Galush 
Elizabeth Hawley 
Michael McNamara 
Susan Moss 
Alexia Sangodeyi 

Anne Schmidt 
Robin Stark 
Anni Vondohlen 
Morgan Zygmunt

EHC Annual Meeting  
The EHC Annual Meeting will be held at the Dawes House on Wednesday, June 10, 
6:30 pm. Please visit the Evanston History Center’s website for updated information.

AVAILABLE NOW 
The Takeover 1968: Student 

Protest, Campus Politics, and 
the Black Student Activism at 

Northwestern University 
By Jenny Thompson,  

EHC Director of Education 

E-book and paperback  
format are both available on  
Amazon.com and Lulu.com
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Caroline Corbin was a startling 

example of this, beginning as a strong 

supporter of women’s suffrage, before 

becoming a very vocal and active 

opponent of the cause. 

A resident of Chicago and Evanston, 

Corbin was an early proponent of women’s 

suffrage and wholeheartedly supported the 

Illinois campaign to win the vote for 

women. She was a founding member of 

the Evanston Woman’s Christian 

Temperance Union (WCTU), when it was 

known as the Women’s Temperance 

Alliance, and worked closely with Frances 

Willard in the fight for prohibition and the 

general advancement of women in society.  

The principles of women’s suffrage and 

the challenging of traditional power 

structures was, throughout this period, 

intertwined with Marxism and the 

movement for women’s suffrage was 

culturally and intellectually aligned with the 

broader Socialist movement of the late 19th 

century. However, it was when Corbin met 

the daughter of Karl Marx, Eleanor, and her 

partner, Dr. Edward Aveling, on their visit to 

Chicago in 1886 that she began to 

question the impact of Socialism on 

society, and the role that women’s suffrage 

may have had on the road to Socialism. 

By 1888, Corbin began publishing anti-

suffrage material: 

“Woman suffrage is but one phase of a 

revolutionary movement which has for its 

aim the entire destruction of our present 

social and political institutions and the 

substitution of an anarchistic scheme of 

government opposed alike to good order, 

good morals, and the whole fabric of 

Christian civilization.” 

In the period after 1888, Corbin was 

loosely associated with Women 

Remonstrant of the State of Illinois (later the 

Illinois Association Opposed to the 

Extension of Suffrage to Women). She sent 

letters to the Senate and House of 

Representatives of the State of Illinois and 

sent editorial letters to the Chicago Tribune 

in response to any pro suffrage articles they 

published. She wrote letters to Frances 

Willard, which were published in The 

Christian Union, suggesting it was Willard’s 

lack of children and husband that made her 

incapable of seeing Corbin’s way. 

Despite her best attempts and 

unflinching determination to thwart the 

passing of the bill, Caroline Corbin died in 

1918, just two years prior to the successful 

passage of the 19th Amendment. 

Anti-Suffrage 
Activism in 

Evanston 
by Julia Flynn,  

Evanston Women's  
History Project,  

Research Volunteer

Not all women were in 
favor of the suffrage 
movement. In the rapidly 
changing social and 
political climate of the late 
eighteen hundreds, it was 
not unusual for people to 
adjust their affiliations and 
allegiances. 

Caroline Corbin 
University of Pennsylvania  

Digital Library

w

T

A

t

o

T

o

w

o

w



N
IN

E

Crowds celebrate “Victory Over Japan” or V-J Day in 
Fountain Square, Evanston, IL, August 14, 1945. The 
city’s Gold Star Honor Roll is visible in the 
background, which listed the names of Evanston 
residents who died in the war. An estimated 65 million 
people, a figure which includes over 400,000 
Americans, died in World War II.  
EHC photograph collection. For more about Evanston 
in World War II visit: evanstonhistorycenter.org

The year 2020 marks the 75th 

anniversary of the end of World War II. The 

war, which was fought around the world, 

centered in two theaters: the European 

Theater and the Pacific Theater. The war in 

Europe ended first and was celebrated on 

May 8, 1945, known as “Victory in Europe” 

Day or V-E Day. A few months later on 

August 14, 1945, V-J Day, which marked 

the end of the war with Japan, was 

celebrated.1 

The news of victory in Europe trickled 

out slowly. It was 7:30 am in Chicago on 

May 7, 1945 when reports first began to 

circulate that German officials had 

surrendered to the Allies. But it would not 

be until the next day that President Harry 

Truman would officially proclaim victory 

over Germany.2 Truman’s address was 

broadcast over WGN radio.  

All over the world, people crowded the 

streets in celebration. In Chicago, store 

windows were boarded up in anticipation 

of massive crowds. In Evanston, people 

poured into the streets, celebrating, but 

subdued, still very much aware that the 

war was not entirely over. 

Finally, on a hot August day, Evanston 

residents poured onto the streets once 

more. V-J Day was proclaimed. The 

Evanston Review reported on the scene: “A 

sound truck appeared and the crowds 

sang war-time songs and danced on a 

section of the Sherman Avenue pavement 

which was blocked off. The city’s service 

flag was unfurled from the City Hall. As a 

climax of the evening’s celebration the 

members of the fire department burned an 

effigy of Emperor Hirohito at the foot of the 

Fountain Square flagpole.”3 

The two atomic bombs that the U.S. 

dropped on the Japanese cities of 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki horrifically drew 

an already harrowing war to a close. The 

morality and necessity of the use of the 

bombs would long be debated, and it was 

clear, almost immediately, that another war, 

a cold war, would ignite in the wake of 

World War II. But on that day in August 

1945, the end of the six years of war had 

finally come. The joy, relief, and heartache 

of loss were felt around the world.

“It’s Over”  
The End(s) of  
World War II  
by Jenny Thompson,  
Director of Education

Footnote: 
1. Australia, Netherlands, New Zealand, North 

Korea, South Korea, and the United Kingdom 
observed VJ Day on August 15, 1945, owing to 
time differences in the announcement. The U.S. 
celebrated V-J Day on August 14, 1945, but the 
official U.S. commemoration of the war’s end is 
September 2, the day of Japan’s formal 
surrender. 

2. Meanwhile, Joseph Stalin, the leader of the 
Soviet Union, was holding out; he wanted an 
official German surrender to be made to all Allies 
(preferably in the U.S.S.R. and not in France as it 
had first been done.) The Soviets’ thirty million 
casualties attest to the brutality of the war the 
country fought against Germany, and it would 
not cease fighting until May 9, 1945, the day 
officially celebrated by the Soviets as “Victory 
Day.”  

3. “Evanstonians Dance, Cheer, Burn Hirohito in 
Fountain Square Victory Jubilee,” Evanston 
Review, August 19, 1945, 38. 
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“Watergate” 
at theDawes 

House: 
Fixing the 

Water 
Damage 

Kris Hartzell, 
Director of Facilities, Visitor  

Services and Collections 

Last August the Dawes House 

suffered a breach in a pipe flashing 

during a strong thunderstorm. A 

significant amount of water coursed 

through the house, traveled across the 

Great Hall ceiling, cascaded through the 

chandelier connection to the floor, seeped 

through the floorboards and pooled on the 

floor of the Research Room in the 

basement. It was fortunate that this route 

bypassed all of the archives and the 

collections, leaving them untouched. Due 

to the rapid response of so many friends 

of the EHC, the water was removed 

quickly and the damage was minimized. 

However,  the long-term effects and 

hidden damage was left to be 

determined. Restoric LLC was engaged to 

conduct a comprehensive assessment of 

the structure and make any necessary 

repairs. After a thorough examination, we 

were pleased to find that all the structural 

elements were sound and in good 

condition. The only adverse effects were 

some painted surfaces that had begun to 

flake and the chandelier in the Great Hall 

needed to be rewired and cleaned.  

The Evanston History Center is busy 

with programming and activities seven 

days a week. The work had to be 

scheduled around our service to the 

community. We were able to repaint the 

two exhibit rooms on the second floor in 

between Dry Evanston and our new 

exhibit Evanston Women And the Fight for 

the Vote. Accomplishing the Great Hall 

work was more difficult. The paint on the 

overhead ceiling was chipping, although 

thankfully the elaborate ornamentation in 

the curved cove surrounding it was 

unscathed. It took two days to construct 

the huge scaffolding apparatus necessary 

to repaint the ceiling and remove and 

reinstall the chandelier. It was a scene 

reminiscent of work on the Sistine Chapel. 

We conducted tours around the Great Hall 

and watched the work unfold. First, the 

chandelier was removed and taken to 

Archistoric Products for refinishing and 

repair. In the meantime, four talented 

artists repainted the “flat” part of the 

ceiling, adding glazes and shadowing to 

the raised ornamental strapping and 

medallions. In a matter of weeks, the 

painting was done, the chandelier 

reinstalled, the scaffolding was removed, 

and the house was looking better than 

ever. We are very grateful to all the 

talented restorers who worked so 

diligently to accomplish the work 

beautifully and in record time. 
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American Vintage Home 
Bradley Investment Center 
Bulley & Andrews 
Byline Bank 
DAR, Fort Dearborn Chapter 
Downtown Evanston 
Evanston Chamber of 

Commerce 
Evanston Community Bank & 

Trust 
Grumman/Butkus Associates 

Hagerty Consulting, Inc. 
Heaven Meets Earth 
John J. Cahill, Inc. 
Kiwanis Club of Evanston 
Levy Center 
National Trust Insurance 

Services, LLC 
Nature’s Perspective 

Landscaping 
Nels Johns Tree Experts 
Northern Trust Corporation 

Northwestern University Office 
of Neighborhood and 
Community Relations 

Porte Brown, LLC 
Restoric, LLC 
Roberts Architecture & Roberts 

Construction Group, Inc. 
Southeast Evanston Association 
Cook County Commissioner 

Larry Suffredin 
Tawani Foundation

EHC Welcomes 
our Newest 
Members! Thank 
you for joining!

Thank you to our 
Merchants Club 
Members

The definitive book on the career of 

milliner Benjamin B. Green-Field was 

published in January, Bes-Ben, Chicago’s 

Mad Hatter. Among 20th century. fashion 

enthusiasts (with a sense of whimsy) from 

the 1940s to the 1970s, Bes-Ben hats were 

must-have accessories. The book 

represents almost three decades of 

research and writing by Elizabeth 

Jachimowicz, former Curator of Costumes 

at the Chicago History Museum. The 

author visited many collections around the 

country to find examples, including the 

three hats we have in our Costume 

Collection. She chose one that had 

belonged to Elsie Brown Jones to include 

in the book. And, she graciously 

acknowledged the assistance of retired 

Costume Curator Janet C. Messmer and 

Interim Costume Curator Rachel Jennens. 

1960 beehive hat built on a millinery net frame; the wire 
edging of the frame and the wire spiral at the open top of 
the hat are covered in green velvet ribbon; the hat is 
covered with machine embroidered flowers, leaves, and 
plastic apple blossoms, finished with a diamond pattern 
net veil.

Find us on:

Evanston History Center’s 
Contribution to a 
Definitive Publication 
by Janet C. Messmer, 
EHC Costume Curator, 1990-2018 
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Dated Mail 
Please Deliver Promptly

225 Greenwood Street 
Evanston, Illinois 60201

Ice Cream Social 
Don’t miss our annual Ice Cream Social on 

Saturday, July 25, from 1-3. Enjoy patriotic 

music, ice cream and a disappearing bunny! 

This event is free and open to the public. The 

Ridgeville Band and Magician Kevin Kelly 

will perform on the side lawn of Dawes 

House. Children and adults alike can enjoy a 

glorious summer afternoon and learn more 

about the Evanston History Center. 

 

Melody in August 

EHC’s annual end of summer party, Melody 

in August, will take place on Saturday, August 

29 from 7-10 p.m. Join us for jazz-age 

music and unleash your inner flapper! 

2019 Walking Tour Schedule 
Our walking tours of Evanston are back and more popular than ever! Each year we offer 
a new tour: last year we premiered the Historic Apartments Tour and this year we add 
Michigan Meanderings. 
    Tours meet at the Evanston History Center at the Charles Gates Dawes House unless 
otherwise indicated – please be sure to confirm the location of the start of the tour. Tours 
begin at 11:00 and usually end at 12:30. Cost is $20 per person, $15 for EHC members. 
Reservations are encouraged. Tour may be cancelled for significant rain. 

June 6 – Burnham in Evanston (repeated Sptember 19) 
Daniel Burnham, Chicago’s most well-known architect, chose to live in what he called “bucolic 
Evanston.” Discover his neighborhood and view the work he did in his hometown.  

June 20 – Forest Foray 
Explore one of Evanston’s most iconic streets and learn the stories behind the stately homes 
of Forest Avenue, from Greenwood Street to Lee Street.   

July 18 – Evanston’s Lakefront 
Stroll along Evanston’s lakefront with its public parks and discover how it has evolved and 
played a role in the development of the city.  

August 1 – Architectural Evanston 
Explore the Lakeshore Historic District and trace the growth of Evanston through its historic 
architecture, from Greek Revival to the Prairie School, through to contemporary styles.  

August 15 – Evanston Women’s History 
This tour meets at the Frances Willard House Museum, 1730 Chicago Avenue 
In this historic year of women’s suffrage, discover the prominent role Evanston women played 
in fighting for women’s rights.   

September 5 – Michigan Meanderings – NEW THIS YEAR 
This tour will meet on the parkway at Michigan Avenue and Burnham Place 
Michigan Avenue is a beautiful street that holds a remarkable collection of houses by 
Chicago’s most distinguished architects, all within just a few blocks.   

September 19 – Burnham in Evanston (repeated from June 6) 
Daniel Burnham chose what he termed “bucolic Evanston” for his home. Discover his 
neighborhood and view the work he did in his hometown.  

October 3 – Historic Apartment Buildings 
Meets on the corner of Hinman Avenue and Main Street 
This tour through southeast Evanston will explore how different architectural styles popular for 
Evanston's houses were also applied to its apartment buildings, from Gothic Revival to Arts 
and Crafts.   

October 17 – Downtown Evanston 
This tour meets at Fountain Square 
Evanston’s Fountain Square was intentionally platted as the epicenter of the commercial 
district. Discover the clues downtown Evanston reveals about the history and growth of the 
community.

Mother’s Day House Walk~By 
A Different Kind of House Walk 
Sunday, May 10, 2020 

Pick up Tickets 12 - 5 pm 
Order tickets online at 

evanstonhistorycenter.org

45th 

      annual


