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The front entrance of the Dawes House will be the focus 
of work in the third and final phase of restoration.



As I write this letter, we are experiencing the coldest temperatures Evanston has seen 

in many years. Like everyone else, I have been anxious about the extreme cold and 

plentiful snow. I have worried about burst pipes (none so far!) and dead car batteries 

(many so far). Thankfully, this year I have not had to worry about the temperature inside 

the Dawes House. As many of you know, a few years ago we were able to install a 

cutting edge geo-thermal heating and cooling system and a high efficiency boiler. The 

geo system is a ground source system that currently heats the house and in the summer, 

it will cool the house! I am happy to report that the system is working perfectly and, most 

importantly, it is a sustainable source of energy that utilizes green technology. This work 

was completed as part of the History Center’s Capital Campaign to preserve and restore 

the Dawes House. For more information about the Capital Campaign or to make a 

donation, please visit http://evanstonhistorycenter.org/the-ehc-cap-campaign-why-give/. 

Even with frigid temperatures outside, my mind is on Spring. The 44th Annual Mother’s 

Day House Walk will be held on Sunday, May 12th and will feature historically and 

architecturally significant houses in the Dawes House neighborhood. Think Spring! You 

will be able to purchase house walk tickets on our website at 

www.evanstonhistorycenter.org. You are also able to renew your membership and make 

donations all year long.  

I hope you enjoy this edition of TimeLines. As always, thank you so very much for 

your continued support, we couldn’t do what we do without you. 

 

Best, 

Eden Juron Pearlman 

Executive Director
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Evanston 
History 
Center 
Capital 

Campaign     
by Jill Kirk,  

Director of Development

Evanston’s Lake Shore Historic District contains some 
of the city’s most important — and vulnerable —
historically significant structures. The Charles Gates 
Dawes House, home of the Evanston History Center, was 
one of those vulnerable houses a few years ago.  

The original conservatory  
was razed in 1960.

Faced with issues of deferred 

maintenance that, unless addressed, 

would have compromised the structural 

integrity of the house, EHC worked very 

hard over the last six years to solve the 

issues and bring the house, coach house 

and grounds into the 21st century.  

You may not know from looking at the 

outside that there has been extensive 

upgrading on the house, including all the 

electrical and plumbing systems, and a 

“green” geothermal HVAC system. The 

house is also now air conditioned. 

Temperature and humidity control are vital 

to the protection of collections, the 

archives, and the house itself.  
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This work has been part of a three-

phase plan to restore the Dawes House. 

Because the house is a National Historic 

Landmark, we have worked diligently within 

federal historic guidelines to maintain the 

original structure as it stands, with emphasis 

on protection from further damage, 

maintenance of historical materials, and the 

retention of the structure’s physical evolution 

through time. (Since 1960, when EHC – then 

the Evanston Historical Society– moved into 

the Dawes House, no significant structural 

changes have been made, except for 

removal of deteriorating parts – including 

the porte cochere and conservatory – that 

were unsafe and financially prohibitive to 

restore.) And while we receive no funding 

from the City of Evanston, we are proud to 

be included in the City’s Historic District, 

and to be a good neighbor to the people 

and properties surrounding us. 

We are also proud to be members of 

the preservation and conservation 

community. Dawes Park, the lakefront open 

space opposite the Dawes House, is the 

property donated by Charles Gates Dawes 

to the City of Evanston because he – along 

with his neighbor and colleague Daniel 

Burnham – realized the importance of open 

space for the public. He also realized the 

importance of preserving Evanston’s legacy 

and culture in his historically significant 

home, which he donated to the Evanston 

Historical Society (now EHC) for ongoing 

use by everyone in the community.  

The historic, chateauesque style three-

story home at 225 Greenwood Street in 

Evanston is known to the community as the 

Charles Gates Dawes House. It is commonly 

known as the Dawes House because 

Dawes and his wife, Caro Blymer Dawes, 

and their family, lived there from 1909 until 

1957. But other families – including the 

original owners Robert Sheppard and his 

family – also have strong attachments to the 

house. Those families share a sense of 

kinship, arising from personal relationships 

with the Dawes Family, and from devotion to 

the community of Evanston. When EHC 

began the process of restoring the Dawes 

House, we invited those families to help 

preserve the house and their personal 

histories through naming opportunities. Their 

stories and legacies also live on in the 

Dawes House, and we invite you to visit the 

House and learn about their connections to 

the house and Evanston. 

We are delighted to let you know that we 

are now on the final stretch of restoration! 

The Capital Campaign for the restoration of 

the Dawes House successfully raised $3.2 

million for the first two phases of the work. 

We are working to raise $2 million to 

complete the third and final phase of work. A 

very generous challenge grant of $250,000 

from COL (IL) Jennifer N. Pritzker, IL ARNG 

(Retired) President and Founder, TAWANI 

Foundation, is lending urgency to our work.  

We are also grateful for the support from 

friends and families who have been integral 

to the operations of the Dawes House, and 

who have helped EHC maintain this 

magnificent structure for the people of 

Evanston. In recognition for their support, 

permanent naming opportunities have been 

established that will remind us that the 

Dawes House is truly the peoples’ house: 

A sample brick in The Legacy 
Walk, a new brick pathway at 

the Dawes House.
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through donations from COL (IL) Jennifer 

N. Pritzker, IL ARNG (Retired) President 

and Founder of TAWANI Foundation 

2. Frank and Phoebe Foster Library – in 

memory of Frank and Phoebe Foster 

3. Dawes Family East Parlor – made 

possible through donations from the 

Dawes Family including Descendants 

of William Dawes Who Rode (DWDWR) 

4. Staff Terrace – In honor of J. Robert 

Barr; Anonymous 

5. Margery Blair Perkins West Parlor – made 

possible through donations from the 

Perkins/Grumman Family and Friends 

6. Fort Dearborn Chapter DAR Fireplace East 

Parlor – made possible through donations 

from Fort Dearborn Chapter DAR  

7. Noyes Family Musicians’ Gallery – 

made possible through donations 

from the Noyes Family 

8. Rep. Ralph Edwin Church and Rep. 

Marguerite Stitt Church Family 

Fireplace Great Hall – made possible 

through donations from Courtenay 

Wood and Noel Jackson 

9. Ephraim-Kite Family Fireplace – made 

possible through donations from 

Sharon Ephraim and David Kite  

10. Onderdonk-Erickson Family Stained 

Glass Windows on Landing – In 

memory of William Erickson and Mary 

Jane Erickson Onderdonk made 

possible through donations from William 

J. Onderdonk and J. Robert Barr 

11. Bench on Stairway Landing – Anonymous 

12. Oak tree – In memory of Douglas Cole 

by his father 

13. 2 urns on east lakeside terrace – 

made possible through donations 

from Virginia Beatty 

14. 2 urns on east lakeside terrace; 

daffodil garden – In memory of Bonnie 

Leffingwell Coe from her family 

15. Carol Coolidge Albertson Fountains – 

made possible through donations 

from her family 

16. The Inglenook in the library – made 

possible through a donation from 

Courtney Wood and Noel Jackson. 

We also invite you to consider a 

naming opportunity to support the Capital 

Campaign. The next project is the 

restoration of the front entrance of the 

house, including the magnificent double 

outer wooden doors. Please call Jill Kirk 

or Eden Juron Pearlman (847-475-3410) 

at the History Center for more details. 

Another opportunity to include your 

personal legacy at the Dawes House is by 

purchasing and inscribing a brick for The 

Legacy Walk, the new brick path leading 

from the front entrance of the house to the 

side east terrace. The Legacy Walk is in 

honor of the The Guild of the Evanston 

Historical Society and part of the 

fundraising of the Capital Campaign. 

More details are available online at 

evanstonhistorycenter.org/the-ehc-cap-

campaign-why-give/ about the Capital 

Campaign and The Legacy Walk.
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The new brick 
Legacy Walk 
pathway at the 
Dawes House.
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1877 ad for 
Wiswell pickles

In the early 1800s, immigrant farmers 

and wealthy eastern investors purchased 

land in northern Illinois after the 

indigenous Pottawotomie were forced to 

leave by the Indian Removal Act of 1830. 

The soil was well-suited to growing 

vegetables, and many small farms grew 

cucumbers, cabbages, tomatoes, and 

related crops. The produce was hauled by 

wagon into Chicago for sale. Ridgeville 

Township was established in the 1840s, 

spanning much of the area north of 

Chicago and named for the ridge of land 

that provided a natural route through the 

sometimes marshy region. The town of 

Evanston was platted by the founders of 

Northwestern University in 1854, after 

purchasing a large farm along the 

lakeshore for their campus and town. As 

the community was established, one of its 

first infrastructure projects was to dig the 

"Big Ditch" north of the ridge, to drain the 

unusable wetlands.  

In the 1860s, William Wiswell and his 

wife Adelaide were living on the ridge, 

now Ridge Avenue, between the small 

communities of Evanston and North 

Evanston, in an area known as North Ridge. 

The William H. Wiswell Co. had offices in 

Chicago, but maintained its pickle factory in 

Evanston. Small cucumbers were salted or 

brined in large open vats of vinegar. Some 

vats were under the roofs of open sheds, 

while others were entirely exposed to the 

elements. All vats were uncovered to allow 

for the functioning of the fermentation 

process. This process produced an 

overwhelmingly unpleasant odor. The pickle 

factory was located on the south side of 

Noyes Street just west of Ridge Avenue, 

near the Wiswell home.  

About 1855, Henry A. Dingee, a wealthy 

New York entrepreneur, bought several 

hundred acres of farmland north of 

Evanston. Two of his nephews, Squire 

and Samuel, moved here to manage the 

property, along with their sister Rebecca 

and her husband John Gedney Westerfield. 

Family histories state that a bumper crop of 

cucumbers, in 1858, prompted them to "put 

some up," that is, pickle the surplus 

cucumbers for preservation and later sale.  

In a Pickle:  
Green Evanston 

by Kris Hartzell,  
Director of Facilities, Visitor  

Services and Collections

“The odor from the big ditch is one of the many things 
which the people of the North Ridge are favored with. 
Those working in the pickle factory do not notice it, as 
that is where it originates.” — Evanston Index, 1874
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Pickles were becoming increasingly 

popular beyond the German immigrant 

population that historically favored them. 

In the days before refrigeration, pickling 

was a safe way to preserve and ship 

vegetables. Responding to the success of 

their initial foray, the Westerfields founded 

the Northwestern Pickle Works. Squire 

and Samuel Dingee founded S. Dingee & 

Brother. The companies grew, particularly 

during the Civil War when the demand for 

pickles increased significantly, as they 

were a safe and economical way to 

supply vegetables to the troops.  

Sometime in the 1860s, Samuel left 

the pickle business due to poor health. 

He built a new family home north of 

Evanston in 1869. He and his brother-

in-law J.G. Westerfield would plat and 

found the town of Wilmette in 1872. His 

house still stands at 926 Lake in 

Wilmette and is a local landmark. 

J.G. Westerfield left the business in 

the late 1870s. Squire Dingee moved 

further south and west to Bowmanville, 

now part of the north side of Chicago. 

Samuel recovered his health and decided 

to return to the pickle business. In 1875, 

he purchased William Wiswell's factory on 

Noyes and Ridge and established the 

S.M. Dingee Co., later known as S. M. 

Dingee & Son. The company passed to 

his son Samuel S. Dingee and eventually 

to the youngest, William Wiswell Dingee, a 

name that indicates there may have been 

a further connection between the two 

families.  

The S. M. Dingee factory prospered 

and, in the 1880s, was processing 60,000 

thousand bushels of pickles a year. By 

1890, business was so good that they 

built a new, larger factory just west of the 

train tracks and north of Emerson Street, 

on Ashland and Foster streets. It was 

designed by Evanston architect Stephen 

A. Jennings. The Evanston Index 

described it in enthusiastic detail:  

“Among the many new buildings now 

in process of erection in Evanston, by far 

the largest is the factory of S.M. Dingee & 

Son, on the prairie west of the Montrose 

branch of the Northwestern road and 

1883 Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Map 
showing 
Wiswell/Dingee 
pickle factory on 
Noyes near Ridge
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north of Emerson Street. The simple fact 

that the plant covers an area of 170 x 400 

feet gives an idea of the magnitude of the 

enterprise…” 

The new plant was much more 

substantial and included a large brick 

office building. The article described the 

size and construction of all of the 

buildings, including a vinegar production 

facility, 66 salting tanks, 42 processing 

tanks for the various types of pickles, and 

a cooperage for the barrels in which the 

pickles were shipped. This new expanded 

factory employed "two to three times as 

many hands" as the old one.  

The Chicago and Northwestern railway 

had come through Evanston in 1854, but in 

1887, they added the Montrose spur, or 

Mayfair cutoff, to handle freight trains apart 

from the increasing passenger traffic. The 

new pickle factory was strategically 

located next to the start of this railroad 

spur, with a switchback railroad siding for 

loading the freight cars directly at the 

factory. This spur was decommissioned in 

the 1960s and demolished in the 1980s.  

To supply the cucumbers for the 

pickles, over 400 acres of nearby 

farmland were put under contract. S. M. 

Dingee supplied the seed and the farmers 

delivered the cucumbers to the Evanston 

factory in wagons. Cook and McHenry 

counties led the country in pickle 

manufacturing in the 1880s. Pickling was 

a laborious process, with large open vats 

of brine, or saltwater, used to soak the 

cucumbers, which would then be 

transferred to processing vats for dill and 

sour flavoring. A number of related 

products were also produced, including 

horseradish, sauerkraut and chow-chow, a 

pickled relish.  

The new factory prospered until the 

Great Pickle Blight of 1914. A combination 

of insect borne disease and lack of crop 

diversity essentially wiped out pickle 

production in Cook County. The Dingee 

factory closed and relocated to 

Wisconsin. The factory building was 

purchased by the Chapell Ice Cream 

manufactory about 1921. By the early 

2000s, the site had fallen into disuse. 

After environmental remediation, the 

Emerson Square affordable housing 

complex was built and opened in 2013.

1910 Sanborn Fire Insurace map of the 
second factory showing the railroad spur line 

and side tracks to the factory.
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Mukurtu 
Come to 

Evanston 
History 
Center 

Erin F. H. Hughes, 
Website and Social  

Media Manager

Evanston History Center Volunteers and 
Interns 2019 

The Evanston History Center could not function without the assistance of our 

amazing interns, volunteers and docents!

On January 9, the Evanston History 

Center hosted a Mukurtu CMS Training 

Workshop led by former Curator of 

Collections, Erin F. H. Hughes, who is 

working on an Institute of Museum and 

Library Sciences (IMLS) grant funded 

project called Mukurtu Hubs and Spokes: 

A Sustainable National Platform for 

Community Digital Archiving. The 

workshop was attended by the EHC staff, 

and colleagues from Northwestern 

University, the Mitchell Museum of the 

American Indian, and the Illinois 

Holocaust Museum. 

Mukurtu (MOOK-oo-too) CMS is a free, 

open source content management system 

developed by the Center for Digital 

Curation and Scholarship at Washington 

State University. It supports the unique 

needs of Indigenous libraries, archives, 

and museums as they seek to preserve 

and share their digital heritage. Mukurtu 

CMS is a grassroots project designed to 

empower communities to manage, share, 

and exchange their digital heritage in 

culturally relevant and ethically-minded 

ways. 

Mukurtu’s design and structure are 

based on appropriate circulation, display, 

and sharing of cultural materials and 

knowledge. The name Mukurtu comes 

from the Waramungu language in 

Australia and means “dilly bag.” A dilly 

bag is a safe keeping place that holds 

sacred materials. Elders keep and protect 

these materials as part of their obligations 

to care for their communities, relatives, 

places, and ancestors. 

Attendees learned and discussed how 

collecting institutions are intimately tied to 

the colonization process, how libraries, 

archives, and museums can begin building 

more meaningful and mutually beneficial 

relationships with Indigenous communities, 

and learned how Mukurtu can be used as 

a tool for reframing Indigenous peoples 

experiences within their institution. 

The IMLS grant, Mukurtu Hubs and 

Spokes: A Sustainable National Platform 

for Community Digital Archiving, 

establishes regional Mukurtu training and 

outreach centers around the country. The 

Mukurtu Midwest Hub, managed by 

Wisconsin Library Services (WiLS) in 

partnership with the iSchool at the 

University of Wisconsin-Madison, provides 

Mukurtu support and training to tribal and 

non-tribal archives, libraries, and 

museums in Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, 

and Wisconsin.

Marianna Bagshaw 
ScottAllen Barber 
Sheila Best 
Katherine D’Antico 
Julia Flynn 
Bill Galush 

Maureen Gleason 
Elizabeth Hawley 
Isa Kiedrowski 
Susan Moss 
Evan New 
Maris Rosenfeld 

Anne C. Schmidt 
Robin Stark 
Morgan Visser 
Anni Vondohlen
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Geoffrey and Amelia Baer 
Nancy Baker 
Nancy Bradt and Laurence 

Lewis 
Colleen Caughlin 
Sonia and Aaron Cohen 
Amy Cole and Rafael Rivera 
Kirsten Everspaugh 

Rebecca Garces 
Sarah Ghesquiere 
Harry Gottlieb and Brenda 

Fowler 
Jeff and Catharine Haden 
Dan and Bekki Kaplan 
Michael Kozubek 
Andrea Liss 

Louis Kent Neveu 
Jonathan Orlove 
Carol and Alan Rosenthal 
Karen and Robert Sheppard 
Sorrelle Stanton 
Michael Voitek 
Tosha Wilson

American Vintage Home 
Bradley Investment Center 
Bulley & Andrews 
Byline Bank, formerly First  

Bank & Trust of Evanston 
Evanston Community Bank and 

Trust 
Fort Dearborn Chapter DAR  
Grumman/Butkus Associates 
Hagerty Consulting, Inc. 
Heaven Meets Earth Yoga 

Studio 

John J. Cahill, Inc. 
Kiwanis Club of Evanston 
National Trust Insurance 

Services 
Nature's Perspective 

Landscaping 
Northern Trust  
Northwestern University Office 

of Neighborhood and 
Community Relations 

Paul Janicki Architects 
Porte Brown LLC 

Roberts Architects & 
Construction 

S. Wolf & Associates 
SASI Services for Adults Staying 

in Their Homes 
Southeast Evanston Association 
Tawani Foundation 
Whole Foods Market

EHC Welcomes 
our Newest 
Members! Thank 
you for joining!

Thank you to our 
Merchants Club 
Members

The battle over alcohol was formative 

in the early years of our nation and our 

community. Starting in the early 19th 

century, many Americans felt that alcohol 

consumption was so harmful that it 

needed to be addressed, even prohibited. 

Others felt that this was unnecessary, 

governmental policing of behavior that 

was essentially harmless. Still others, 

brewers, distillers, and distributors, could 

see the money to be made. 

Dry Evanston: The Untold Story, 

opening in June 2019, reveals how one 

small midwestern town took on the fight, 

from its founding in the 1850s through the 

20th century. Evanston became the 

epicenter for the temperance and 

prohibition movements, modeling and 

influencing national trends and opinions in 

dramatic ways.  

In addition to the local story, the 

national story will be highlighted in the 

traveling exhibit Spirited: Prohibition in 

America which will visit Evanston for six 

weeks in fall of 2019.  

Stay tuned for more on these exhibits 

and all the great programming we have 

planned in recognition of the 100th 

Anniversary of the ratification of the 18th 

Amendment!

Find us on:

Coming this 
summer to EHC! 
Dry Evanston: The 
Untold Story
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Dated Mail 
Please Deliver Promptly

225 Greenwood Street 
Evanston, Illinois 60201

Ice Cream Social 
Don’t miss our annual Ice Cream Social on 

Saturday, July 27, from 1-3. Enjoy patriotic 

music, ice cream and a disappearing bunny! 

This event is free and open to the public. The 

Ridgeville Band and Magician Kevin Kelly 

will perform on the side lawn of Dawes 

House. Children and adults alike can enjoy a 

glorious summer afternoon and learn more 

about the Evanston History Center. 

 

Melody in August 

EHC’s annual end of summer party, Melody 

in August, will take place on Saturday, August 

24 from 7-10 p.m. Join us to commemorate 

the anniversary of Prohibition, listen to jazz-

age music and unleash your inner flapper! 

11:00 AM – 12:30 PM 
$20 per person, $15 EHC members 

Tours begin at Evanston History Center 
Unless otherwise noted** 

Reservations recommended. We reserve the right to cancel  
due to weather or unforeseen circumstances.  

June 1 — Forest Foray 

July 20 — Evanston’s Lakefront 

August 3 — Burnham in Evanston 

August 17 — Architectural Evanston 

**September 21— Evanston Women’s History - THIS TOUR BEGINS AT 
FRANCES WILLARD HOUSE, 1730 CHICAGO AVE 

**October 5 — Downtown Evanston -THIS TOUR BEGINS at 
FOUNTAIN SQUARE 

October 19 — Burnham in Evanston

2019 Walking Tour Schedule

Evanston on the Go 
Prairie Avenue Walking Tour Saturday June 15 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Transportation and box lunch provided 
Cost: $85 members; $95 non-members 

Explore the fascinating history of Chicago’s historic Prairie Avenue on our walking 
tour through the neighborhood often dubbed as Chicago's “original Gold Coast”. 
Stops will include a docent-led tour of Glessner House, a fully restored National 
Historic Landmark building, plus a visit to the incredible Arts & Crafts sanctuary of 
Second Presbyterian Church, featuring nine Tiffany windows. Travelers will board a 
bus at the Dawes House at 9 a.m. and return at 4 p.m. Purchase tickets online or 
call 847-475-3410. Space is limited.

EHC Annual Meeting  
The EHC Annual Meeting will be held at the Dawes House on Wednesday, June 12, 
6:30 pm. Be among the first people to view Dry Evanston: The Untold Story and hear 
about the exhibit from the curator, Lori Osborne.

Mother’s Day House Walk 
Sunday, May 12, 2019 

Dawes House open 12 - 5 pm 
Houses open 1 - 5 pm  
Order tickets online at 

evanstonhistorycenter.org

44th 

      annual


