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Happy Fall! I hope you all had an enjoyable summer. Here at the History Center we enjoyed 

summer very much! Our summer programming, including our annual Ice Cream Social has kept us 

busy and we all enjoyed our geo-thermal air-conditioning system, which make working at the Dawes 

House in the summer so pleasant. 

We have an extremely busy Fall planned for you. We are very excited to bring the Nationally 

Touring Exhibition, Spirited: Prohibition in America (Spirited) to the Evanston History Center; the 

exhibit opened September 1, 2019.  

The exhibit commemorates the 100th anniversary of the 18th (Prohibition) Amendment. 

Evanston was an epicenter for alcohol reform, and visitors to Spirited can also experience the local 

story in Dry Evanston: The Untold Story, an exhibit at EHC that runs simultaneously. An opening 

reception for Spirited featuring the Chris Mahieu Trio will be held on September 19th from 6:30-8 

pm. Light refreshments and non-alcoholic drinks will be served. Please visit our website, 

evanstonhistorycenter.org to see what other related programs we have in store for you. 

We have been incredibly fortunate this summer to have amazing interns and volunteers. This 

summer the team also focused on research. Our amazing summer interns continue to work on 

research and collections related projects. Here is an example of what they have been up to.  

• Molly S. – Vickie Burke Women’s History Intern             • Beatriz – Archival intern 

• Morgan V. – collections management                            • Sofia W. - Women’s History Intern  

• Morgan G. – collections management                           • Katherine D. – archival deaccession 

inventory 

So much of what we do here at the History Center is dependent on our volunteer core and 

they did a fantastic job. Like many staffs there simply aren’t enough hours in the day to be 

proactive in our works. Interns and volunteers help us to move the History Center forward. If you 

are interested in volunteering at the History Center, please contact me 

ejpearlman@evanstonhistorycenter.org or 847-475-3410. 

I hope you enjoy this issue of TimeLines and especially enjoy all the research our members and 

staff have done to bring history to you. We hope to see you often this season which promises to be full 

of interesting programming, fascinating exhibits and of course our Holiday Open House on December 

8th 2:00 – 4:00 pm. (note new time!) As always thank you so very much for your continued support, we 

couldn’t do what we do without you. 

Best,  

Eden Juron Pearlman,  

Executive Director
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The Evanston 
History Center 

Looks Back  
at Prohibition 

on its 100th 
Anniversary     

by Lori Osborne,  
Historian

This year and next marks the 100th anniversary of the 
18th (Prohibition) amendment. In January of 1919 the 
amendment was ratified and, one year later in January of 
1920, Prohibition went into effect. Because of Evanston’s 
long and historic connection to the temperance and 
Prohibition movements, the Evanston History Center is 
looking back at the story of alcohol in Evanston and in our 
country with two exhibits that are meant to tell this story.  

During the era of Prohibition, 

Americans no longer could manufacture, 

sell, or transport intoxicating beverages 

from 1920 until 1933. Spirited: Prohibition 

in America, a new exhibition opening 

September 1st at the Evanston History 

Center (EHC), explores this tumultuous 

time in American history, when flappers 

and suffragists, bootleggers and 

temperance lobbyists took sides in the 

battle against the bottle.  

Organized by the National Constitution 

Center, Philadelphia, PA, in partnership 

with Mid-America Arts Alliance, Kansas 

City, MO, Spirited: Prohibition in America 

explores the era of Prohibition, when 

America went “dry.” Visitors will learn 

about the complex issues that led 

America to adopt Prohibition through the 

18th Amendment to the Constitution in 

Image courtesy of Mid 
America Arts Alliance
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1919. Visitors will also learn about the 

amendment process, the changing role of 

alcohol in American culture, Prohibition’s 

impact on the roaring ‘20s and the role of 

women, and how current liquor laws vary 

from state to state. 

In 1830, the average American 

consumed 90 bottles—or about four shots 

a day—of 80-proof liquor each year. 

Saloons gained notoriety as the most 

destructive force in American culture, 

where men would drink away their families’ 

money. Following extensive lobbying by 

the Anti-Saloon League and the Woman’s 

Christian Temperance Union (based in 

Evanston), on January 16, 1919, the 18th 

Amendment to the Constitution was 

ratified, and beginning January 17, 1920, 

Americans could no longer manufacture, 

sell, or transport intoxicating beverages.  

In the years following, the country was 

split between “wets” and “drys,” 

speakeasies flourished, legal authorities 

gave chase to gangsters, and many 

created inventive ways to circumvent the 

law. Governmental agencies, including 

the Prohibition Bureau and the Justice 

Department, charged with enforcing the 

Volstead act, were ill equipped to deal 

with the flood of illegal booze. Along with 

rampant law breaking, Prohibition brought 

unexpected cultural and societal shifts 

from the development of mixed-gendered 

speakeasies to the growth of organized 

crime syndicated into national enterprises. 

The exhibition draws on the histories 

told from both sides of this divisive issue 

that riled passions and created volatile 

situations. In the end, after a decade of 

wide-spread corruption, wavering public 

opinion, and the need to generate 

revenue from an alcohol tax, the 18th 

Amendment became the first ever 

repealed. With the passing of the 21st 

Amendment, Prohibition ended on 

December 5, 1933 to a very different 

America. Today, Prohibition’s legacy can 

be traced through state and local laws 

Image courtesy of Mid 
America Arts Alliance
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regulating alcohol, and a greater 

understanding of the problems that 

alcohol can cause. 

The Evanston History Center is proud 

to present this national exhibition in 

conjunction with our own exhibit exploring 

Evanston’s unique historic relationship 

with the effects of alcohol on the 

community, entitled Dry Evanston: The 

Untold Story. Dry Evanston tells the local 

story of how Evanston took on the fight 

against alcohol, from its founding in the 

1850s through the 20th century. Evanston 

became the epicenter for the temperance 

and prohibition movements, modeling and 

influencing national trends and opinions in 

dramatic ways. Dry Evanston is open 

through January of 2020. 

Spirited opens on September 1, 2019 

and runs through October 20, 2019. Both 

exhibits are open Thursday, Friday, 

Saturday, and Sunday from 1:00 - 4:00. 

Admission is $10. An opening reception 

featuring the Chris Mahieu Trio will be 

held on September 19th from 6:30-8 pm. 

Light refreshments and non-alcoholic 

drinks will be served. 

Spirited: Prohibition in America is 

based on the exhibition American Spirits: 

The Rise and Fall of Prohibition, 

organized by the National Constitution 

Center in Philadelphia, PA, in 

collaboration with Daniel Okrent, author of 

Last Call: The Rise and Fall of Prohibition. 

Spirited has been made possible through 

NEH on the Road, a special initiative of 

the National Endowment for the 

Humanities. It has been adapted and 

toured by Mid-America Arts Alliance. 

Founded in 1972, Mid-America Arts 

Alliance is the oldest regional nonprofit 

arts organization in the United States. For 

more information, visit www.maaa.org or 

www.nehontheroad.org. 

Did You Know? See if you can 

answer these questions about Evanston’s 

alcohol history. Answers are printed on 

page 6 of TimeLines. Come learn more 

by visiting EHC to see both exhibits: Dry 

Evanston and Spirited. 

 

1. Was there ever a time when drinking 

was legal in Evanston? 

2. Why did Evanston become a dry town? 

3. What is a blind pig? 

4. Why were women so involved in the 

temperance movement and who led 

the movement from Evanston? 

5. Why did men vote for Prohibition? 

6. Why was Prohibition repealed and what 

did Evanston do after repeal? 

7. When did Evanston go wet? 

8. What is the status of alcohol in 

Evanston today?

F
IV

E

Above and right images courtesy of 
Mid America Arts Alliance



S
IX

Answers: 
1. Yes - Alcohol was served at the 

Buckeye Tavern and Ten Mile House 
which were in Ridgeville Township 
(later renamed Evanston Township). 

2. Northwestern University founders 
wanted Evanston to be a dry town and 
added a 4-mile limit restricting alcohol 
to the university’s charter. 

3. A blind pig is a legitimate business that 
sold alcohol illegally on the side. 
Evanston struggled with enforcement 
of the 4-mile limit from the beginning, 
battling “blind pigs” and liquor wagons 
that rolled through town. 

4. Women were long supporters of the 
temperance movement, because they 
could directly see the damage that 
alcohol caused for families. Frances 
Willard led the Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union - a world-wide 
organization - from her Evanston home. 

5. In the early 20th century, many factors 
conspired to change public sentiment 
around alcohol restrictions. Rationing 
that was in place during WWI created a 
sentiment of acceptance. Years of 
temperance education in schools had 
influenced a generation against 

alcohol. Progressive reformers believed 
that legislative solutions could be found 
to the country’s social problems. And 
difficulties in enforcement of local laws 
caused temperance organizations to 
shift to national legislative prohibition. 

6. Most Evanstonians supported repeal of 
the 18th amendment, but their support 
was based on ending all the illegal 
activity and what they saw as a failed 
effort at enforcement - not to open the 
city to alcohol consumption and sales. 
In April 1934, Evanstonians voted to 
continue the strict control of alcohol by 
a 3 to 1 margin. 

7. In January of 1972 the city council voted 
to allow a limited number of licenses for 
the sale of alcohol. Licenses would be 
held only by restaurants, hotels and 
clubs (no bars or liquor stores), and 
they would be non-transferable if the 
business was sold. 

8. Alcohol is still more strictly regulated in 
Evanston than in many surrounding 
communities. A limited number of 
licenses for alcohol sales and service 
are given out by the City and all 
establishments that serve alcohol must 
also serve food. 

Image courtesy of Mid 
America Arts Alliance

“Barrel-Aged Stout 
and Selling Out”  
A presentation by Josh Noel  

Thursday, November 7, 2019, 7pm. 

Reception at 6:30pm. 
Join us for a talk by Josh Noel, 

author of Barrel-Aged Stout and Selling 
Out: Goose Island, Anheuser Bush, 
and How Craft Beer Became Big 
Business. From the 1988 founding of 
Goose Island, a family-owned Chicago 
brewpub, to Anheuser-Busch’s 
purchase of the brewery in 2011, Noel 
documents the story of craft beer’s 
ascendency and its subsequent 
introduction into the mainstream 
market. Noel explores the craft beer 
“war” and the questions it raises for 
consumers, beer fanatics, small 
breweries, and the large-scale 
commercial beer industry. A reception 
kicks off the event at 6:30pm. Light 
appetizers, wine, and, of course, beer, 
courtesy of Evanston’s Sketchbook 
Brewing Co., will be served. A book 
signing follows the presentation. 
Copies of Barrel-Aged Stout and 
Selling Out will be on sale at the event. 
Admission: $10. (Payable at the door.) 
EHC members Free. Reservations 
recommended: email: jthompson@ 
evanstonhistorycenter.org or go online: 
evanstonhistorycenter.org/all- events/. 
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This exact scenario played out before 

me as I examined a brass name tag 

engraved “Capt. W.L. Kyle, Evanston, 

Cook Co., Ill.” This summer, I have been 

tasked with organizing displaced artifacts 

into categorical collections ranging from 

flags to World’s Fair memorabilia. After 

handling a wide range of materials, I 

recognized the type-face to likely be 

placed in the late 19th century and due to 

the manila envelope in which it was held, 

as well as the title “captain”, I had figured 

it had to be military. To be sure, I wanted 

to see if I could research Capt. Kyle to 

find records of him or his lineage to 

establish a time range, to then infer where 

he served. The one record I found was 

the announcement of his golden wedding 

anniversary in 1913, which unveiled that 

Kyle was indeed not a military captain, 

rather a ship’s captain.  

Capt. William Kyle was the master of 

the schooner Stampede, which 

transported grain between Buffalo, New 

York and Chicago. At times the ship would 

also ferry passengers between the two 

cities, and one voyage in 1862 brought an 

enchanting Ms. Helen Fischer aboard, 

who became Mrs. Kyle a few months later. 

The wedding was performed in Oswego 

County, NY under the blooming apple 

blossoms. The wedded couple would 

return to Illinois and began their new life 

on Ridge Ave. The couple had a custom 

where Capt. Kyle would blow the ship’s 

whistle as he sailed past Evanston to 

signal his wife that he had returned safely 

and was en route to port in Chicago.  

This happy tale does have a touch of 

disaster. The Stampede, along with several 

Captain Kyle 
and spouse

The Curious Case 
of the Brass Name 
Tag 
by Morgan Visser,  
Curatorial and  
Archival Intern

The processing and interpretation of historical materials at times can 

feel duplicitous. An ornate object that projects a profound significance 

can sometimes just be a decorative box; whereas an unassuming item 

can unearth a rich narrative. 
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other ships, were among the casualties of 

the Great Chicago Fire in October of 1871. 

The ship, loaded with grain and valued at 

$40,000, was completely destroyed. The 

only surviving remnants of the Stampede 

was a board of intricate rope knots in the 

Kyle home at the time of the burning. The 

board is now in the Evanston History 

Center’s collection.  

This narrative could not have been 

confirmed if not for our archives. My 

research online concluded during this 

time there were multiple schooners named 

the Stampede, and another W.L. Kyle who 

served in the Union Army during the Civil 

War. The digital age allows us to paint an 

immediate picture of one’s history, but not 

necessarily a truthful one. One must take 

care to discern the facts so that the story 

can stand the test of time. 

Captain Kyle brass 
name tag

Once a year the five Century of 

Progress landmark homes are open for 

tours. The date for 2019 is Saturday, 

September 28; this one day is the only 

date this year that these private homes are 

open to the public, therefore tickets sell 

out almost immediately after the offer goes 

live. We have partnered with Design 

Evanston in a rare opportunity to reserve 

in advance a block of tickets for our 

members.   

The Evanston History Center will 

provide chartered bus transportation to 

and from the Indiana Dunes National Park. 

The bus will depart at 12:30 p.m. and 

return to Evanston about 6:30 p.m.  A 

limited number of tickets are still available. 

The cost for the travel tour package is 

$125. A presentation on the history of the 

Dunes, the Century of Progress, and the 

houses is included. 

Please RSVP to Jill Kirk at 847-475-

3410 or jkirk@evanstonhistorycenter.org if 

you would like to attend, or have any 

questions.  

*Unfortunately, this tour is not fully 

accessible: it involves stairs and extended 

walking and standing. 

More information about these amazing 

concept houses is available through these 

links: 

https://www.indianalandmarks.org/201

6/09/century-of-progress-homes-indiana/ 

https://digthedunes.com/a-tour-of-the-

century-of-progress-homes/ 

Evanston on the Go 
offers a Rare 
Opportunity 

Century of Progress 
Homes Tour 

Indiana Dunes 
National Park
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“The Whole World Was Watching” 
The Takeover 1968 

By Jenny Thompson, EHC Director of Education 

Now Available 
On May 3, 1968, a group of Black students at Northwestern University made headlines 

when they occupied the university’s main financial building and announced that they 

would not leave until their demands were met. Their demands, submitted to university 

officials in April 1968, focused on a range of issues, from campus conditions to the racism 

they faced at Northwestern. Over the course of two momentous days, the whole world 

watched as events on the campus unfolded. Drawing from archival sources and 

interviews with some of the takeover’s key players, the book pieces together the events of 

May 1968 as they unfolded; it also takes a broader view, stepping back from those two 

crucial days to examine what led to the takeover and what transpired in its aftermath. 

Now available at the  
Evanston History Center and on lulu.com

The Undesign the 

Redline exhibit is on 

display on the 2nd 

Floor of the Morton 

Civic Center (2100 

Ridge Ave) through 

October 20. This 

educational exhibit 

connects housing 

segregation of the 

1930s to political and 

social issues of today, 

through the powerful narratives of the people and communities 

affected by redlining and its legacy. Personalizing the exhibit 

to Evanston and its history of redlining, additional panels have 

been added by Dino Robinson of Shorefront Legacy Center.  

The exhibit is sponsored by Enterprise Community Partners 

and the City's Equity & Empowerment Commission, and provided 

in partnership with the Evanston Community Foundation, 

Shorefront, YWCA Evanston/North Shore, Northwestern University, 

and the Evanston History Center. 

EHC Partnership Projects 

Women and 

Prohibition: A War of 

Mothers and 

Daughters, Sisters 

and Wives is a new 

exhibit at the Frances 

Willard House 

Museum (1730 

Chicago Ave) in 

conjunction with the Spirited and Dry Evanston exhibits at EHC. 

Visitors to the Willard House can learn how women acted in the 

political arena before they were able to vote and how they 

worked to gain the vote to extend their reach. Women and 

Prohibition will be on display through the remainder of 2019. The 

Frances Willard House Museum is open Thursdays and 

Sundays from 1-4 p.m. and admission is $10 ($5 for students). 

Special joint tours of the Willard House and the Dawes 

House are offered in conjunction with these exhibits. Purchase 

an admission to either museum to receive your coupon for 

half-off tours at the other museum.  
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Evanston 
History 
Center 

Membership 
Drive 

Ryland Auburn 
Jeff Berkson 
Penelope Savales Boardman 
Samona Bryant 
Pere Castells 
Bob Csernica 
Kathleen Cummings 
Molly Cusick 
Julie Cutter 
Don Daskas 
Katherine Dong 
Victoria Donati 
Sina Dubovoy 
John Eifler 
Cicely Fleming 
Eduardo Frajman 

Andrew Gallimore 
Nicolas Gerst 
Mary Gleason 
Christine Grinslade 
Robert and Mary Hetzel  
Julia Jackson 
Gary and Janet Johnson  
Lindy and John Knoepke  
Adam Kushabi 
Elizabeth Mages 
Joel Melnick 
Todd and Linda Morning 
Nancy Nicholson 
Lauralyn Persson 
Dana Robeznieks  
Edna Ross 

Marilyn Ruiz 
Monica Sagemen 
Tom Stoneman 
Rebecca Steciw 
Richard Stumpf 
Diane Testa and Scott Pircock 
Maike Van Wijk 
Catherine Vaux Curry 
Char Washburn 
Neal Weingarden 
Wallace Wentink 
James Wright

EHC Welcomes 
our Newest 

Members! Thank 
you for joining!

At the 122nd annual meeting of the 

Evanston History Center in June, Board 

President Sharon Ephraim announced a 

membership drive. Sharon stated that it is 

the mission of the Evanston History Center 

to collect, preserve, interpret and exhibit 

the rich history of the City of Evanston and 

all its people through exhibits, educational 

programs, and research facilities, and the 

best way to do this is to expand our reach 

within the community. Sharon asked the 

members to serve as ambassadors for 

membership, inviting members to actively 

recruit new members and even offered an 

incentive gift of a book about the Dawes 

House or Evanston History for each new 

member brought in. This program will go 

on through the year, ending on December 

31st. For more information about our 

membership benefits and levels visit 

https://www.evanstonhistorycenter.org/join/
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Evanston women were integral to the 

local, state and national suffrage 

movements. Women such as Frances 

Willard, Elizabeth Boynton Harbert and 

Catharine Waugh McCulloch (and many 

others whose stories we are still 

discovering) were active in working to 

bring broader citizenships rights to all 

women. For the past 10 years, the 

Evanston Women’s History Project at the 

Evanston History Center has researched, 

documented and shared their stories. 

For the 2020 anniversary, we are fully 

immersed in planning, with multiple public 

programs and offerings in the works, 

including: 

• mounting a local exhibit - Evanston 

Women and the Fight for the Vote - 

focusing on the work of Evanston 

women and women’s organizations for 

suffrage opening March 2020 

• documenting the stories of Evanston 

women suffragists and mapping local 

women’s suffrage-related sites 

• expanding our online exhibit Evanston 

and the 19th - visit 

evanstonwomen.org for more 

• developing a website that tells the 

Illinois suffrage story - go to 

www.suffrage2020illinois.org to see 

what we’ve created so far 

• holding partnership events with a 

group of community partners who are 

meeting bi-monthly to plan - these 

could include film showings, public art 

installations, walking and bike tours, a 

lecture series - and much more 

• placing a historic marker to honor the 

work of Evanston women for suffrage 

• hosting a community-wide event on 

August 26, 2020 - the 100th 

anniversary of the 19th amendment 

Our goal with this anniversary is not to 

simply celebrate. We 

recognize that voting 

restrictions existed long 

after the 19th 

Amendment was 

passed - and still exist 

today. We will 

commemorate this 

significant milestone in 

women’s history 

remembering that a 

central question in 

democratic societies is 

citizenship and who qualifies as a citizen. 

Suffrage rights have not been guaranteed to 

all and are still an evolving issue today.  

We hope you will join us in marking 

this historic moment. More to come - so 

stay tuned!

Find us on:

Evanston Plans to 
Commemorate 100 
Years of Women 
Voting 
By Lori Osborne,  
Evanston Women’s History  
Project Director

August of 2020 will mark a significant moment in American women’s 

history: the 100th anniversary of the 19th Amendment, giving women 

the right to vote. 

Who We Are The Evanston History Center is a private, non-profit educational and 

cultural institution established in 1898 to preserve and share Evanston history. The EHC 

collects, preserves and tells the story of Evanston’s past through tours of the Charles Gates 

Dawes House, interactive and engaging museum exhibits, a comprehensive research room and 

research collections, and wide-ranging educational programs.

Suffragists Drilling in preparation for 
the Republican Convention in 
Chicago, June 1916
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Dated Mail 
Please Deliver Promptly

225 Greenwood Street 
Evanston, Illinois 60201

There is still time to sign up for our three 
remaining walking tours for 2019.  

Please note: NONE of these tours meets at the Evanston History Center/Dawes House. 
Please make a note of the meet-up location for any tour you plan to attend. Our 
October 19th tour is NEW THIS YEAR! It explores the many National Historic Register 
apartment buildings in Evanston. Tours begin at 11 a.m. 

September 21 - Evanston Women's History  
THIS TOUR BEGINS AT FRANCES WILLARD HOUSE, 1730 CHICAGO AVE 
Explore the revolutionary history of Evanston's women by viewing the houses and 
buildings where they worked to transform our cultural landscape. 

October 5 - Downtown Evanston  
THIS TOUR BEGINS at FOUNTAIN SQUARE 
Consider the distinctive character of downtown Evanston by taking a closer look at 
historic buildings and byways. Discover the hidden treasures and little known stories of 
our community. 

October 19 - Apartment Architecture  
NEW TOUR MEETS at HINMAN & MAIN Brothers K 
This tour through southeast Evanston will explore how different architectural styles 
popular for Evanston's houses were also applied to its apartment buildings, from 
Gothic Revival to Arts and Crafts. 

Thank you to our 
Merchants Club 
Members
American Vintage Home 
Bradley Investment Center 
Bulley & Andrews LLC 
Byline Bank 
John J. Cahill, Inc. 
Office of Cook County Commissioner Larry 

Suffredin 
DAR, Fort Dearborn Chapter 
Downtown Evanston 
Evanston Community Bank & Trust 
Grumman/Butkus Associates 
Hagerty Consulting, Inc. 
Heaven Meets Earth 
Paul Janicki Architects 
Kiwanis Club of Evanston 
Levy Center 
National Trust Insurance 
Nature's Perspective Landscaping 
Nels Johnson Tree Experts, Inc. 
Northern Trust Company 
Northwestern University Neighborhood and 

Community Relations 
Porte Brown 
Roberts Architecture and Construction 
Southeast Evanston Association 
Tawani Foundation 
Window Works/Tiger Bath 
S. Wolf and Associates

Logo for the 
Merchants Club of 
Chicago, 1896-1907

The 1920s roared to life at 
EHC’s annual summer gala 
on August 24. The Blind 
Pig Speakeasy was the 
theme, commemorating 
the passage of the 18th 
amendment and the 
beginning of Prohibition. 
The Fat Babies Jazz Band 
provided 20s era music.


