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Talking Points 

1. The Minnesota Society for Respiratory Care (MSRC) is the professional 

organization of respiratory therapists in Minnesota. Our members work in hospitals, 

clinics, long-term care facilities, and in home care. 

2. Respiratory therapists have been on the frontlines fighting the COVID-19 pandemic 

and have been in the face of COVID-19 as we have cared for patients on ventilators 

and many other life-saving respiratory devices and therapies. 

3. As a Minnesota respiratory therapist and a member of the MSRC, I respectfully 

request (Enter name of your Representative or Senator here) request the Front-Line 

Worker Pay Working Group consider Respiratory Therapists. 

4. As frontline essential workers we as individuals and as a profession were and are at 

a high risk of virus exposure because of the nature of our work. We have worked 

tirelessly since the beginning of the pandemic to ensure those that who need them the 

most receive our essential services. 

5. In doing so, early in the pandemic respiratory therapists, along with other health 

care workers caring for COVID-19 patients, did not have enough protective masks, 

and were forced to reuse masks meant to be disposed after one use. Even in these 

conditions we went to work to care for our patients. Some of us have become ill in the 

line of duty and many of us were, and unfortunately, continue to be emotionally 

traumatized by our experiences and have been paying for mental health services and 

increased need for services such as physical therapy or chiropractic care due to the 

strenuous workload of caring for those with Covid 19. 

6. We treat patients with Covid-19 in many avenues of care such patients in the home. 

Respiratory therapists provide in-home services to patients who have been prescribed 

oxygen equipment, home mechanical ventilation, tracheostomy care, positive airway 

pressure therapy, and other related respiratory equipment, supplies and services. 

7.  RTs are integral in helping keep home respiratory patients with respiratory illness 

such including COPD, asthma, pulmonary fibrosis or long haul Covid syndrome 

patients safe at home and out of hospitals and long term care facilities while our 

hospitals are unfortunately being overwhelmed. 


