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We are a network of wineries, breweries, distilleries, farms, and attractions that invite RVers to stay in 
1000+ stunning camping sites. The $79 yearly membership gives members unlimited access to stay 
overnight at any one of our Hostʻs locations. We kindly ask our members to support their Hosts by 
purchasing one of their local products with each stay.

USE PROMO CODE “ROOTLESS” TO SAVE 15% AT HARVESTHOSTS.COM
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FREE
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CAMPING
AT 1000+
UNIQUE
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Expandable Solar

System tiers for all budgets

Custom fabrication for
desired system
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When we see a problem, we don’t just find a solution; we help make changes in the industry
you’ve been waiting on that make your journey easier every single day. The products our team
uses are the most innovative products on the market and we take the time to learn them inside
and out so you don’t have to. With over 35 years of industry expertise, our team can design,
fabricate, and install the Solar and Lithium system that’s fits your rig perfectly to make your
battery life bigger.

https://www.rootlessliving.com/fsiad
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ROOTLESSLIVING PODCAST

Listen to the Rootless Living Podcast on your favorite podcast player

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/rootless-living/id1491992805
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Finally, 2021! 

2020 was a crazy year to start a business while traveling the country full-time in an RV, but 
I still wouldn’t want to live any other way. 

If you are someone who had been RVing for a few years, you too might have seen the 
huge boom to the lifestyle from weekenders, to 
some-timers and now more and more full-timers. 
On the manufacturing side, companies saw record 
numbers, some breaking 40+ year old records. 

Last year so many people were introduced to both 
remote work and homeschooling. For most families 
that want to hit the road, those can be two of the 
biggest obstacles. People quickly realized they can 
actually live anywhere once their jobs are remote 
and the kids are learning virtually. Some families are 
jumping into the lifestyle simply to find where their 
next home might be. 

Back in 2016 the idea of RVing for me was a limited 
time adventure while I figured out where in the U.S. I wanted to buy land and build a home. 
I quickly learned I love the ability to be mobile and change where “home” is every day, 
week or month if I want to.

When it comes to a New Year people will look back on regret and set goals for the future. 
Even though I have a lot of goals for 2021, I really only have one regret for 2020 and if 
I’m honest, it’s a regret from when I started in 2017, and that is not getting solar in the fifth 
wheel sooner. 

We had a massive system installed in September by Future Solutions and it has been a 
game-changer for this lifestyle. We have been able to do so much more boondocking in 
the middle of nowhere and it’s so surreal to run the Rootless Living brand while being 
completely off-grid. It’s also been nice to be able to record episodes of the Rootless Living 
podcast and not have to worry about a leaf blower at the campground. The struggle is real.

There are some big changes coming to the Rootless Living brand, some you might have 
already noticed, but 2021 is going to be another amazing year of content that will hopefully 
help those that want to start a digital nomad journey or that are currently living it to stay 
inspired. I thank you for joining us on this journey. 

Until the next issue … stay Rootless. 

Demian Ross
@demianross
demian@rootlessliving.com

FROM THE PUBLISHER

https://www.instagram.com/demianross
mailto:demian@rootlessliving.com
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What does “Rootless” mean to you? 

It occurred to me that we never really defined it ourselves and I think that’s the real 
beauty of it. It’s not ditching your roots or leaving extended family behind, it’s not 
cutting all ties to society. Unless of course, that’s what it means to you. 

To us, it means being able to live life on your own terms. Saying goodbye to 
people-pleasing and societal “norms”. It could mean leaving a high cost-of-living 
city for a small town. Or maybe it means finally moving 
to another country, the one you’ve always dreamed 
of living in, even if it’s just for a short time. Maybe it’s 
downsizing the house you thought you had to have 
to travel and live in an RV, a van or a boat. Or it could 
be as simple as cutting your costs, getting rid of stuff 
to have more time and space for connections and 
meaningful experiences. 

I think living a rootless lifestyle is believing in yourself 
enough to go against the grain and do your own thing, 
whatever that might look like. A lot of Rootless Living 
is being a digital nomad because that, in and of itself, 
allows you a lot of freedom to move and go, but it’s 
not everything. Rootless is a mindset. It’s intentional 
living. It’s putting yourself and your family above all 
the stuff. 

Today I am sitting outside in the middle of the 
Coconino National Forest feeling more connected to 
others than I ever did in my Los Angeles apartment. 
When we hit the road in 2017, I quit my secure desk 
job with nothing more than three months of savings 
and the confidence to finally live my life how I wanted 
to: open-ended without any outside pressures. 

Right now, rootless means traveling full-time and working from an RV in the middle 
of the forest. In a few years, I hope it’s cultivating a homestead complete with tons 
of animals and a big garden. The key is, no matter what Rootless Living looks like 
for you, I hope it means enjoying your life on your own terms, today and every day.

One of my favorite things about this community is connecting with others so if 
you’d like to share, I would love to know: What does Rootless mean to you? 

Nikki Kirk
@nikkirk7
nikki@rootlessliving.com

FROM THE EDITOR

https://www.instagram.com/nikkirk7
https://www.rootlessliving.com/gratefulglamper
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THE FEED#rootlessliving

“I've been thinking a lot about what being "rootless" 
really means. I think it means having social and 

family ties EVERYWHERE.”

“Kelley working hard! Kelley, like most people 
these days, is now a digital nomad working out 

of our camper since March.” 

“It seems like a lifetime has passed since I was on 
the road with other vanlifers. I'm so excited to be 

back at it. Enjoying sunsets, starry skies, hikes, good 
conversation, laughter... All of it.”

@the_renegade_ramblers@fiftyandfifthwheeling 

@hurrricane_j

@thatcutelittlervfamily

“Life really is this simple. Don't let anyone tell you otherwise.”

Join the Rootless Living Community and see your shots in the magazine! 
Tag us on Instagram @RootlessLivingMag or use the hashtag #RootlessLiving.  
You can also follow us on Facebook @RootlessLiving.

https://www.instagram.com/rootlesslivingmag
https://www.facebook.com/rootlessliving/
https://www.rootlessliving.com/ses
https://www.instagram.com/fiftyandfifthwheeling/
https://www.instagram.com/the_renegade_ramblers/
https://www.instagram.com/hurrricane_j/
https://www.instagram.com/thatcutelittlervfamily/
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seek adventure 
find community

Nomad Near Me 
connects you with friends 
you know as well as friends 
you haven’t met yet.

Download Today!

https://www.rootlessliving.com/nomadnearme
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A lthough Mammoth Cave National Park is most 
famous for its eponymous underground cavern, 

the park offers equally exciting places to explore above 
ground. We recently spent two months parked in Cave 
City, Kentucky just a few miles outside of Mammoth 
Cave. I visited the park almost daily, with our dog Ted 
in tow, since dogs are allowed almost everywhere in 
the park outside of the cave. Even after fifty-plus visits, I 
never tired of the peaceful, green forest and numerous 
outdoor activities.  

Mammoth Cave
National Park

Exploring 

By Christina Pate

seek adventure 
find community

Nomad Near Me 
connects you with friends 
you know as well as friends 
you haven’t met yet.

Download Today!

https://www.rootlessliving.com/nomadnearme
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PADDLES

The Green River which bisects the park provides 
opportunities for canoeing and kayaking adventures. 
Several local outfitters offer boat rentals and shuttle 
services, so paddlers can enjoy a one-way trip 
downstream. 
The best paddle for beginners runs 7.5 miles 
downstream from Dennison Ferry to Green River Ferry. 
This route is appropriate for all skill levels but still 
includes some amazing scenery. Kayakers can view 
limestone bluffs overhead and even paddle through 
a small cave if the water levels are low enough. More 
experienced paddlers will enjoy the 12-mile trip from 
Green River Ferry to Houchins Islands which includes 
several islands and caves to explore.

HIKES

The park’s hilly, forested landscape offers moderate 
but scenic hiking trails. The 18 miles of trails south 
of the river, near the visitor center features several 
above-ground views into the cave system. The River 
Styx Spring, Echo River Spring, Cedar Sink, and 
Turnhole Bend trails all let visitors’ glimpse where the 
underground river system meets the world above. For 
those with limited time, the Cedar Sink Trail with thick 
forests, awesome geological features and just enough 
steps to get the heart pumping is the best bang for your 
buck.
The 40 plus miles of backcountry trails, north of the 
river, offer plenty more forests to explore.  Bikes and 
horses are also allowed on several of these trails. A 
ferry runs across the river to provide easy access to the 
backcountry.
My favorite aspect of Mammoth Cave’s trails was the 
solitude. During my numerous hikes within the park, 
I only saw a handful of people outside of the parking 
lots. I am not sure if the empty trails are the norm, but 
they made for delightfully peaceful walks in the woods. 
On the downside, the lack of traffic meant I took out 
countless spiderwebs with my face. 

My favorite aspect of Mammoth 
Cave’s trails was the solitude. 
During my numerous hikes 
within the park, I only saw a 
handful of people outside of 
the parking lots.



WILDLIFE

My favorite part of any national park is the wildlife and 
there is plenty to see at Mammoth Cave.  This part of 
Kentucky isn’t home to many big predators, but there 
are plenty of cute critters to spot in the park. White-
tailed deer and wild turkeys are often spotted on the 
side of the road or near the visitor center. The park is 
also home to more elusive mammals, including pygmy 
shrews, foxes, and bobcats.
The boardwalk around Sloan's Crossing Pond provides 
the best opportunity to see wading birds, turtles and 
frogs. On an early morning walk around the pond, I was 
serenaded by bullfrogs and was able to observe them 
on logs above the water from the overlook point. 
However, the best wildlife watching in the park 
happens in the sky. The park is home to many migratory 
bird species, especially in the summer season. The 
light human traffic means every trail in the park is a 
quality birding location. I personally enjoyed spotting 
multiple species of woodpeckers, including Pileated 
Woodpeckers and my first Red-Headed Woodpecker.  
While bat populations in the park have significantly 
declined due to human disturbances and development, 
several species still inhabit the park. After dusk, visitors 
can spot bats flying overhead in many areas. I highly 
recommend walking to Sunset Point at the apex of the 
Heritage Trail loop to watch the sunset and observe 
these nocturnal creatures afterward. 

HISTORY

All visitors to the park should take time to learn about 
the history of the area and early cave exploration. 
Slaves played an important role in the history of the 
park, serving as the early cave guides and explorers. 
Stephen Bishop was one enslaved guide who 
contributed greatly to the exploration and mapping 
of Mammoth Cave. His achievements include being 
the first person to cross the Bottomless Pit, a massive 
hole of darkness, and discovering the first river within 
the cave. Bishop was freed in 1856 as instructed in his 
enslaver’s will but died just a year later at the age of 
36. Visitors can pay their respects to Bishop and other 
early guides and visitors at the Old Guide’s Cemetery.
Prior to the creation of the national park, much of the 
land was settled by farmers and cave explorers. The 
residents were moved after the park was founded, but 
they left behind family cemeteries and churches. Over 
70 cemeteries have been located in the park, and the 
park service has created a database allowing visitors to 
learn more about these former residents. 
The Sand Cave Trail provides an opportunity to combine 
history and nature in one hike. The short trail leads to 
the cave entrance closest to where cave explorer Floyd 
Collins was trapped and ultimately died, in 1925. I won’t 
spoil the whole story here, but visitors should stop and 
read signs along the trail to learn how Collins’ tragic 
fate drew attention to the caves and helped lead to 
their protection.
When planning a trip to check Mammoth Cave off your 
national park bucket list, book more than a one-day 
stopover. On your first day, book a cave tour and see 
the impressive underground labyrinth that led to the 
protection of this beautiful land. Then, stay a few days 
and soak in the beauty of the forest and river as well. 

About the Author:
Christina Pate is an RV nomad. She has been living 
in a fifth wheel, traveling North America with her 
husband, cat, and dog Ted since 2016. She runs 
Travels with Ted, a blog sharing RV living and travel 
advice. You can follow her adventures on Instagram  
@tedsrvtravels and on her website travelswithted.com
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https://www.instagram.com/tedsrvtravels/
https://www.travelswithted.com/
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https://www.rootlessliving.com/canopyoaks
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R unning a remote small business from the road is 
no easy task. As a small business owner, you wear 

many hats! When’s the last time you felt unsure of a 
business decision you had to make? If you’re not in 
business yet, are you unsure of how to get started?
Every week I talk to small business owners who are 
excellent at what they do but struggle with the business 
side of things. I also meet plenty of people who want to 
start a business and are stuck at where to start. Sound 
familiar? You’re not alone!
While you've most likely spent hours perfecting your 
trade, you’ve probably received very little training on 
how to start and grow a profitable business. In fact, I’ve 
discovered that there are five mistakes that over 90% 
of small business owners make. The worst part is these 
mistakes can leave you struggling with finances. Let’s 
go over some of the financial mistakes and what you 
can do to fix them.

1  FAILING TO REGISTER WITH 
THE PROPER AUTHORITIES

While it is true that anyone can decide to operate a 
business. You might think all that needs to happen is 
for you to provide a service and you’re "in business."
While registering a business with the right government 
authorities isn't always required to operate a business, 
it is a smart choice for a small business owner for a 
variety of reasons. Much of the registration is for legal 
protection but it doesn’t stop there.
It’s also important for tax purposes to know which tax 
forms are necessary. Business registration also helps 
to consider possible tax savings as the company 
grows. Depending on your industry and state, you 
might also need a sales tax license or be responsible 
for franchise tax. All these require registering with the 
right authorities and understanding your obligations as 
a business owner. Without these licenses, you could 
have trouble later.

2  NOT SEPARATING PERSONAL 
AND BUSINESS FINANCES

Registering the business properly helps establish an 
independent entity that is separate from you and your 
personal assets. One of the reasons to do so is for the 
legal protections that a separate entity affords you. In 
some cases, commingling your personal and business 
funds negates the separation you just tried to create.
Without separate finances, there is always the risk that 
important business deductions are missed. You might 
even incorrectly deduct personal expenses that won’t 
be sustainable in an audit. This can result in severe 
fines and penalties.

Running 
A Business 
From the Road
Common Mistakes to Avoid
By Heather Ryan

Photo Credit @Our_Realife

https://www.rootlessliving.com/canopyoaks
https://www.instagram.com/our_realife/
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When finances become intertwined, there is no way 
for you to determine how much money to pay yourself. 
This may lead you to make poor decisions based on a 
distorted perception of how your business is performing. 
You want to establish a financial firewall between you 
and your business so you can make accurate decisions, 
protect personal assets, and minimize taxes and risk 
when it comes time to file your tax returns.

3  NOT HAVING A RECORD-
KEEPING PROCESS IN PLACE

As you start your business, you are probably an expert 
in your industry. There’s a reason you are focusing your 
business on that item. You’re good at it! However, you 
also have to make sure that your business is financially 
healthy. 
Don’t make the mistake of not having a record-keeping 
system in place. Good financial organization helps 
you track income and expenses. Many businesses 
require industry-specific categories to track finances, 
especially if you run a remote business. This allows you 
to create budgets and run reports to analyze the health 
of your business.
Don’t you want to know if you are truly making a 
profit? How is that profit increasing? What’s working for 
growth? What’s selling and what’s not? What’s working 
for marketing and what’s not? Without a record-keeping 
process in place, you can’t determine any of this.

4  BEING LATE OR FAILING TO 
PAY QUARTERLY TAXES

With business ownership comes new obligations like 
paying quarterly estimated taxes. This is a new concept 
for many small business owners because owning a 
business is a whole new venture.
As a small business owner, making quarterly estimated 
tax payments towards your federal income tax 
liability and self-employment taxes is one of the many 
compliance obligations you have to both federal and 
state governments. Plus, proper planning can help you 
avoid a big surprise come tax time. From my experience, 
no one likes a surprise tax bill. 
The IRS says that taxes are due regularly over the 
course of the year as you earn income. Paying estimated 
taxes prevents you from incurring steep penalties for 
underpaying your taxes throughout the year.

5  FAILING TO MAXIMIZE RETIREMENT 
CONTRIBUTIONS EARLY 

Being self-employed gives you a certain measure of 
freedom, but it doesn’t give you an excuse to skip out 
on saving for retirement. In fact, it makes putting money 
away that much more crucial.
The biggest mistake small business owners make when 
it comes to planning for retirement is not understanding 
the value of time. To effectively build lasting wealth, 
you need to harness the power of compound interest 
and put it to work for you. Warren Buffett, a billionaire 
investor, and business magnate, once said: “My wealth 
has come from a combination of living in America, some 
lucky genes, and compound interest.”
Consider this scenario. Let’s say that I have $100,000 
invested today, and each year I add $25,000 to it. I 
expect a return of 8% per year. In 25 years, I’ll have 
$2.6 million. In 30 years, I’ll have over $4 million, even 
though I’ve added only $125,000 over the additional 
5-year period.
Be sure to max out contributions to tax-advantaged 
retirement plans, such as 401(k)s and IRAs, before 
investing excess savings in a brokerage account. 
There are some limitations depending on income but I 
recommend doing this from the start. As your business 
grows so can your retirement savings.
I hope, at the very least, you learned at least one 
new thing from this article. Maybe you feel totally 
overwhelmed or you’re ready to dive in further. 
Whatever you do I wish you the very best of luck with 
your business and travel adventures!

About the Author:
Heather Ryan is the owner of Tax Queen, a tax 
and bookkeeping firm focused on helping digital 
nomads, RV entrepreneurs, and location-independent 
businesses. Heather is a full-time RVer, traveling since 
September 2016 with her husband and two dogs. 
If you’d like to work with Heather or take her course 
on Finances for the RV Entrepreneur, check out her 
website at Tax-Queen.com/RVFinanceCourse

https://tax-queen.com/finances-for-the-rv-entrepreneur-course/
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Keeps the heat out.
Keeps the light out. 
Easy to use. 
 

NO SHADE
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NITE SHADE

Keep your RV cool and private 
while still enjoying the scenery 
outside. The 5% Day Solar 
Screen allows you to see out, 
but others can’t see in. 

 
 

Slow-RiseTM Day/Nite 
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ShadeSmithCA.com • (714) 345-6144

https://www.rootlessliving.com/shadesmithca
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CONTRACT
HEROES
Four Travel Nurse Couples Share How 
Their Passions Lead to Their Dream 
Job On Wheels

F inding a job or a steady income that also compliments 
a nomadic lifestyle is not always an easy task. You want 

to be able to go as you please, but be financially stable 
enough to fund your adventures and put food on the table. 
Oddly enough, we got into vanlife thanks to Danny’s job as 
a travel nurse.
A travel nurse is essentially a contracted nurse who 
assists hospitals all over the nation when they are low on 
staffing. The contracts are generally 13 weeks long and 
can be extended out a maximum of a year. The pay, in our 
experience, has been way more than what Danny made as 
a staff nurse, plus we are technically getting paid to travel 
the nation. 
There are numerous Travel Nurse Agencies that can assist 
you in your endeavors to find these temporary assignments 
and they act as a middle man to draw up the contracts, 
negotiate pay on your behalf, and some even provide 
benefits: American Mobile Nursing (AMN), Nurse Choice, 
and American Traveler just to name a few. Danny took his 
first travel nurse contract in January 2016 in Los Angeles, 
California and has remained a travel nurse ever since.
We began to notice year after year we were getting killed 
financially on housing. Since we were only guaranteed 
three months in a city per contract, we were forced to 
sign month-to-month rent which we have found to be 
about $400-$500 more per month than a year-long lease. 
We were also paying non-refundable deposits and 
non-refundable pet deposits multiple times a year.  
Although most travel nurse companies do provide a 
service where they find housing for you, you’d then 
have to opt-out of the tax-free living stipend. While 
accepting the service makes your life easier, you can 
generally find housing cheaper on your own and profit 
what's leftover.  
In 2018, we were stationed in Seattle, Washington 
when we noticed we had paid four months of rent and 
we weren’t even home. We were out backpacking, 
exploring, and camping in nature. We literally were 

We moved into a van, due to 
Danny’s job, but now we live 

in a van because we truly 
believe in the lifestyle. 

By Lindsey Graham

26 | ROOTLESSLIVING.COM
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paying top dollar to store our stuff. We knew we 
wanted to continue with our journey as a travel nurse 
family but something needed to change. 
That’s when we were introduced to the nomadic 
movement thanks to Danny’s cousin and wife. They 
moved into an RV for a one-year sabbatical to travel 
cross country, and they never stopped. Although 
their travels were inspiring, an RV didn’t quite seem 
to fit our lifestyle or our needs to be more nimble for 
those trailhead roads.  Ideally, we didn’t want to be 
held back by our size. Then, I stumbled upon vanlife 
on Instagram. It was the perfect solution to all of our 
problems, and would truly allow us to combine our 
two worlds of work-life and adventure time. 
In August 2018, we were backpacking through Banff, 
Canada and I slowly convinced Danny that vanlife 
was the right avenue for us. I was so successful, we 
bought our van, Bruce, the very next month. We had 
no idea what it would look like, we didn’t know how 
to build out a van, but sometimes you just have to 
jump when it feels right. We did a few things for the 
build here and there while Danny was on contract in 
Seattle, Washington, but the official build started in 
January 2019 when we went back home to St. Louis, 
Missouri. 
Danny worked endlessly, pulling 12 hour days in the 
dead of winter. Finally, thousands of hours of YouTube 
tutorials and $20,000 later, we set off on our first 
contract in our new home on wheels in May of 2019. 
The van wasn’t completely done but it was liveable. 
We didn’t know it then but we were trucking down 
this endless road of learning curves that would allow 
us to evolve into better versions of ourselves. We 
were literally paving out a new road to a new life 
that hadn’t been on our radar the year before. Danny 
literally built us our dream home, in four short months.  
We moved into a van, due to Danny’s job, but now we 
live in a van because we truly believe in the lifestyle. 
Life between contracts is no longer stressful because 
we are home no matter where we go. We no longer 
live out of boxes and have found that we are no longer 
as lonely, the nomadic community is always there to 
hang out on Danny’s off days. 
It is an alternative lifestyle but it seems to go perfectly 
with the travel nurse profession. But don’t just take 
our word for it. We got together with three of our 
fellow nomads and travel nurses to ask them why 
they choose their home and mode of travel and how 
they have adapted and grown in their own dream job 
on wheels.

@LINDSEYANDDANNYVANLIFE

https://www.instagram.com/lindseyanddannyvanlife/
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@@WE.THE.WANDERERS
DeWitt are a married travel 

nurse couple and full-time van dwellers. They met in 
Charleston, SC and after a year of dating, decided to 
start travel nursing together. After seven months of 
travel nursing and growing tired of moving every three 
months, the couple made the decision to begin vanlife. 
“We loved the idea of having a home base while still 
being able to travel.” Megan and Ty built their van, a 
2019 Ram Promaster 1500, in three and a half months 
and have been living in it full-time for the last ten months. 
“Vanlife has been one of our greatest adventures and 
we can’t imagine a life without a home on wheels!”
Lindsey: How long have you both been nurses and 
travel nurses?

Megan: I have been a nurse for about three and a half 
years, a travel nurse for almost two years now. We 
started traveling together in January 2019.
Ty: I have been a nurse for a little over eight years, a 
travel nurse for almost four years. I traveled for two 
years before we met then took a break and started 
working back home in Charleston. During that break 
is when I met Meg and now we have been traveling 
together for almost two years. 
L: How is it living full-time in a smaller converted van? 

M&T: Honestly, it’s better than we could have ever 
imagined. One of the things we love about living in 
the van is how much we have grown throughout this 
experience, as individuals and as a couple. There are 
definitely aspects of this lifestyle that take a few months 
to adjust to but getting a little uncomfortable has 
pushed us out of our comfort zone and changed 
us for the better. 
L: If you could do it all over again, would you 
change anything about your van? 

M&T: We bought the van while 
working a contract in North 
Carolina in early September. 
We almost immediately got to 
work on the build, but we also 
knew the countdown to our next 
contract in Arizona had 
started and we had just a 
few months to get it done. 
We actually finished the 
build the night before we 
left for our next job. If we 
could do it over, we would 

have planned it so time restrictions weren’t an issue. 
The only other thing we would do differently would be 
going with the 2500 model instead of the 1500. We do 
fine with the 1500 now that we have adapted to the 
space, but the extra room the 2500 offers would have 
been a little more comfortable. 
L: What unit do you work in and have you worked on 
a COVID-19 floor?

M&T: We are currently working in a PCU (Progressive 
Care Unit) and we have worked on a Covid-19 
floor in Arizona in April. We are caring for 
this patient population in Washington on 
our current assignment. As nurses, it has 

been a very challenging experience, 
especially at the beginning 
of the pandemic. We were 
struggling with wanting 

to help our patients, while 
at the same time making 
sure that we had the right 
equipment to protect 
ourselves. With this being 
something that no one 
had dealt with before, 
protocols and rules were 

changing daily in hospitals, 
making it a stressful experience. 

Megan & Ty
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L: How has COVID-19 affected your life on the road? 

M&T: One of the most difficult times we’ve had on the 
road was when the pandemic began and Planet Fitness 
closed down. That was where we went to shower before 
and after our shifts so as you can imagine, seeking out a 
new place to shower added more anxiety to an already 
draining situation. We were eventually able to shower 
at the hospital after our shifts and also took advantage 
of the free hotel room stays for frontline workers. In the 
long run, we have actually loved living in our van during 
the pandemic because we never have to use public 
restrooms, always have a place to wash our hands after 
pumping gas or being in public, and can stay “at home” 
while being in the middle of nowhere and enjoying the 
outdoors. 
L: What is the best part about living in your van as a 
travel nurse?

M&T: We really enjoy being able to pick up and go 
whenever we want without having to worry about 
packing bags or finding a place to stay. As nurses, 
we only work three days a week which means our 
four days off are spent exploring the area we are in. 
We used to spend so much time packing and finding 
lodging for our mini getaways during the week. Now 
we have everything we need in our van so we can just 
take off after work and pull into a free campsite. 
L: Where is the one place you’d love to visit?

M&T: Alaska is very high on our list for a travel 
assignment. One of the last frontiers on earth with 
miles and miles of untouched wilderness to explore. 
The beauty of the seemingly endless coastline, the 
massive snowy mountain ranges, and the abundance 

of wildlife that most people won’t see in their lifetime. 
The adventure, and yes, the element of danger is 
what calls to us. We were hoping to work there this 
past summer but travel jobs were very slim with the 
pandemic. Our goal is to make our Alaska dream come 
true next summer! 
L: Best nursing assignment?

M&T: As far as hospitals go, our favorite assignment has 
been in Phoenix, Arizona. The hospital overall was very 
welcoming to travelers, had fair nurse to patient ratios, 
and great teamwork. We never felt like we were being 
fed to the wolves as we have experienced with some 
assignments. We loved feeling like we were a part of 
the team and not just the “temporary travelers”.
L: Any advice for new nurses wanting to start travel 
nursing in an RV or nomadic vessel? 

M&T: Our advice would be to give this lifestyle a test 
drive (no pun intended). There are several companies 
that allow you to rent vans and RVs for extended 
periods of time. If you are considering whether this is 
a good choice for you, renting a home on wheels for a 
week will give you the insight to make your decision. 
There are so many options for this lifestyle whether 
you travel solo, with a partner, or have a family. If you 
decide on doing your own build, we advise looking at 
reliable vanlife websites, YouTube videos, and doing 
your research to gather ideas as well as the knowledge 
you will need to complete this task. If you decide to go 
with an already built out vehicle, make sure to obtain 
the service history from the previous owner to avoid 
potential mechanical issues down the road.  

Follow Megan & Ty on Instagram for more  
@we.the.wanderers

https://www.instagram.com/we.the.wanderers/
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@@SIMPLICITY.VENTURES
Brandon & Donnie Gibson have 
been together for 12 years and married for almost 
four. Brandon is an RN and for the past five years 
has dreamed of becoming a travel nurse to roam 
the country and still being able to do what he 
loves. Donnie takes care of the home, the couple’s 
fur babies, and is able to travel with Brandon since 
he works for an internet-based health and skincare 
business and can work anywhere that has WiFi or 
cellular service! 
When the tiny house movement started, they knew 
it was something they were interested in. Then 
they heard of the skoolie movement and instantly 
knew this was the lifestyle for them. It wasn’t quite 
feasible at the time, so they made it part of their 
5-year plan.
Brandon and Donnie lived in St. Petersburg, 
Florida and after 3 years, they decided the timing 
was right. When their lease was up, they were 
going to fulfill their dream. Due to unforeseen 
circumstances, Brandon resigned from his job at 
the hospital and took it as their final sign to take 
the leap. “I cashed out my PTO, 401K, and took out 
a small loan,” Brandon said. “We decluttered our 
lives, sold or donated the unnecessary items we 
had accumulated over the years, and moved into 
the bus full time. We left Florida at the beginning 
of February and drove 4,000 miles to the new 
location in Washington.”
Lindsey: What is the best and worst part of living 
as a travel nurse?

Brandon: As a travel nurse, we don't ever have to 
look for housing, never pay ridiculous rent prices 
or utilities, and our home is always with us! I literally 
get paid to travel the country, save lives, and take 
my home and family with me. The freedom this 
lifestyle has given us and the humbling experiences 
we have had along the way has truly been a dream 
come true. The worst part is when it occasionally 
gets a bit crowded after a busy day.
L: What type Skoolie do you have and is there 
anything that you would change about your 
build? 

B: We have a 2002 Thomas Flatnose Diesel. We 
bought it mostly converted, but decided to tear out 
quite a bit to suit our needs. One thing we would 
definitely do differently is adding more insulation. 
L: Why do you prefer to travel and reside in a 
Skoolie instead of a temporary housing unit?

B: It's ours, we’re not wasting money on rentals 



and it travels with us. We always have our pups, and it 
feels like home every single day, not like we're living in 
someone else's house. Plus, we get to save and invest 
the housing stipends, minus rent and utilities.
L: What was your favorite nursing assignment? 

B: Providence Medical Center in Everett, WA. The staff 
instantly felt like family and welcomed us warmly. They 
were so thankful to have help from travelers and to 
learn from and with us. I still maintain contact with many 
of them as we bonded through a very traumatic time! 
L: Have you worked on a COVID-19 floor? 

B: From March to August I worked almost exclusively 
in the COVID Intensive Care Unit north of Seattle and, 
oddly enough, I enjoyed it. It was incredibly tough and 
mentally exhausting, but watching new developments 
save lives and be a part of the research we have now 
is inspiring!
L: How has COVID-19 affected your life on the road? 

B: It has made us much more aware of our sanitation 
practices, our choice in rental space, and our choice in 
location.
L: Any advice for new nurses wanting to start travel 
nursing in a Skoolie or nomadic vessel? 

B: Take the leap! If this is your dream, there is no time 
like the present. The rewards outweigh the risks and 
pay off bountifully!

Follow Brandon and Donnie on Instagram  
@simplicity.ventures
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https://www.instagram.com/simplicity.ventures/
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@@WEREOUTNABOUT
Chase & Lindsay are a married travel 
nurse couple who live full-time in an RV. The couple 
met during nursing school, got married, and recently 
celebrated their five-year wedding anniversary. Nursing 
inspired them to travel and live their lives with purpose, 
now, instead of waiting for their “someday”. “We’ve 
always loved traveling together and when we found 
out that we could get paid to travel full-time without 
putting our careers on hold, we were sold!”
In their first year of travel nursing, they doubled their 
income, traveled to thirteen countries for fun, and paid 
off their remaining $60,000 of student loan debt. Travel 
nursing allows both financial freedom and the freedom 
to take time off traveling around the U.S. and abroad. 
“We thought we’d only live our nomadic lifestyle for 2-3 
years, but we’re loving it and have no end in sight!”
Lindsey: How long have you both been a travel nurse?

Chase & Lindsay: We’ve been nurses for six years and 
travel nurses for two and a half years. We bought our 
RV right before we left for travel nursing because we 
knew that was how we wanted to travel. We both grew 
up RVing with our family so we knew full-timing would 
be the best option for us!
L: What unit do you work in?

C&L: We both work in the CVICU (Cardiovascular 
Intensive Care Unit)
L: Do you both have the same work schedule? 

C&L: Yes! As travelers, we know that we’re there to 
help fill staffing holes in the schedule. However, on 
our past seven contracts, everyone has been super 
accommodating and has scheduled us the same days, 
give or take a day or two.
L: Where do you stay on workdays & nights? 

C&L: We always stay in an RV resort with full hookups. 
It’s reassuring to know that we have everything we 
need. Everywhere we’ve stayed has also had fitness 
facilities as well as a swimming pool and hot tub for 
relaxing on days off. We also love the security we have 
knowing that everything is safe when we’re away and 
that we have safe living conditions for our cat when 
we’re both at work. 
L: Have you worked on a COVID-19 floor? 

C&L: Yes. We both did back in March and April when 
everything started. Our unit became the designated 
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COVID unit. Protocols were changing multiple times a 
day because no one really had any idea what we were 
dealing with. It was pretty stressful in the beginning, 
but we feel as if the hospitals we’ve been at are doing 
a good job treating these patients now and protecting 
their staff.
L: What is one downside to living in your RV as a 
travel nurse? 

C&L: We choose to follow the seasons and weather. 
That can sometimes be difficult because snowbirds 
do the same thing and finding a last-minute spot at an 
RV resort for winter can be challenging. Travel nurses 
usually don’t know where they will be needed more 
than two months in advance, so we always have to 
plan and think ahead. We usually decide where we 
want to work in the winter and make reservations a 
year in advance and then hope that everything works 
out!
L: What is one must-have while working and living 
on the road?

C&L: We love our Sykl Powerbikes, they’ve made 
adventuring and exploring so much better. You can 
only explore so much by car or on foot. Our bikes fold 
up so we can fit them in our SUV or the back of the 
truck and take them anywhere.
L: Any advice for nurses wanting to start travel 
nursing in an RV or nomadic vessel? 

C&L: Definitely do your research first and take 
advantage of reaching out to other nomadic travelers. 
We found that talking with other travel nurses, 
especially those who were also a couple + RVing 
was the most helpful. We’ve actually helped mentor 
several new travel nurses and travel nurse couples. 
Sharing is caring and we know that talking to someone 
who is actually living the lifestyle you want is the best 
way to get information. It’s a big lifestyle change 
and commitment so getting as much information 
ahead of time will help you feel more prepared and 
confident before starting. We’ve loved every minute 
of our experience so far and we have no intentions of 
stopping anytime soon.
 

Follow Chase and Lindsay on Instagram  
@WereOutNAbout

https://www.instagram.com/wereoutnabout/
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https://www.rootlessliving.com/weboost
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In September 2018, our family packed our bags 
and hopped a flight across the country to explore 

California. We had a plan for how we would spend our 
time, but what we didn’t plan is how this trip would 
change the trajectory of our family’s future.
We are a family of five: Matthew, Jacklynn, Norah, 
Wesley and Spencer. Matthew grew up having never 
been on a road trip more than one gas tank away 
from home. Jacklynn was a military child who grew 
accustomed to moving on a frequent basis. During the 
first ten years of marriage, we moved more times than 
years we’d been married. Some of our moves were 
changing from one apartment building to the other, 
but more than once we made a cross-country move. 
Settling in one location was something our family 
never seemed to be good at.

We lived just outside of Nashville, Tennessee, and we 
were working way more hours than anyone should 
possibly work. At the end of every day, it seemed 
we didn’t have the energy to be the type of parents 
we wanted to be. We were struggling and rapidly 
approaching burnout.
As a result of our long working hours, we acquired a 
tremendous amount of airline rewards on our credit 
card. We had enough points to fly our family of five 
anywhere in the continental USA. It was the first time 
our family had the opportunity to take 10 days straight 
off and think about everything, except work.
Our 10 days in California included driving the entire 
Pacific Coast Highway, walking amongst the giant 
sequoias, and watching climbers scale El Capitan at 

Away We Roam
By Jacklynn & Matthew Fry
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Yosemite National Park. It was the trip of a lifetime.
There was something different about our family when 
we returned from California. We had made so many 
memories, grew closer, and breathed fresh air, and we 
weren’t ready for the adventures to stop - so we didn’t. 
We made it our mission to do more hiking, camping, 
and to see interesting sites that were within driving 
distance of Nashville.
We began watching and following families on social 
media who were doing life on the road - and we began 
to dream. We dreamed of being like the very families 
we followed, but was it really possible for us? 
Several adventures and a few months later it was. On 
the way home from our latest adventure  we made the 
decision to make our dream a reality. We decided we 
were selling the house, buying an RV, and going to see 
all the national parks.
It seems like a blur now, but within a few months, we 
purchased not only a truck but also our first home on 
wheels. We listed and sold our house and started taking 
the necessary steps towards making our side gigs 
our full-time jobs. We had watched YouTube videos, 
bought all the accessories and with zero experience 
towing, we officially hit the road in December 2019 for 
part one of our adventure.
We are now both online ESL (English as a Second 
Language) teachers and the bulk of our students reside 
in China. We finish our workday by 8 AM and spend the 

rest of the day together as a family. We have been able 
to homeschool our kids, see 16 national parks, and 
make a ton of memories in the past year.
We chose this lifestyle for our family because we 
needed it. We were tired of feeling like we were working 
to simply pay the bills and too tired for adventure. We 
wanted to set an example for our kids that your dreams 
are worth chasing, no matter how crazy they might 
seem. We look forward to sitting around in 30 years 
and hearing our kids share the memories collected 
during this adventure.
We started our YouTube channel and social channels 
to help inspire others - individuals or families - that it’s 
possible to grow your side gig to fund your dreams. 
Our hope is for others to be inspired by our adventures 
and be motivated to go for a hike, go camping, or find a 
way to make their own adventure memories.
Follow the Fry family’s adventures on Instagram  
@Away.We.Roam or search for them on YouTube at 
“Away We Roam”.

https://www.instagram.com/away.we.roam/
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W e are Amanda and David Boles and we have 
been traveling full-time since June 2018 with our 

dog Bailey. I only wish we had picked up this lifestyle 
sooner. 
David and I have been married for eight years and for 
all those years David has worked the same job on an 
offshore tug and barge as the lead tankerman. David 
works for three weeks straight and lives on the boat 
with his crew, then he is home for three weeks straight. 
This is his schedule all year long, so we plan our travels 
around when he is home. His company pays for his 
travel to and from the boat, so as long as we are near 
an airport when it's time for crew change, we can be 
anywhere in the country.
In 2015 we built our dream home in Nashville. We had a 
custom house on five acres and we loved it, but travel 
was our passion. So, we purchased a 19-foot travel 
trailer to tow behind our Jeep. We really began to take 
advantage of the three weeks David was home and 
packed as much adventure into that time as we could. 
That's when we realized we were happiest on the road. 
We were actually sad about going back to our big 1,800 
square foot house. We loved being on the road and 
not having any roots, we lived for the freedom we felt 
exploring the country.

The Freedom 
of Change
By Amanda Boles
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Since David is only home six months out of the year, we 
have always been driven to maximize our time together, 
making it as special and memorable as possible. This is 
the number one reason why we decided to travel full-
time. This lifestyle allows us to vacation every three 
weeks!
We are always somewhere new and exciting. New food, 
new people, new weather. It allows us to choose where 
we want to be each season, so we always have the 
perfect weather to enjoy our surroundings. We have 
traveled over 10,000 miles through 14 states, and it has 
been the most magical adventure of a lifetime.
After much discussion and planning, we decided to 
take the plunge and sell everything and move into a 
fifth wheel. Our 1st home-on-wheels was a 44-foot 
Heartland Cyclone toy hauler, with a dually truck, and a 
Harley. We renovated it thinking it would be our home 
for a while, but after a year we realized a motorhome 
would fit our needs better. We sold the fifth wheel 
ourselves and purchased a 2005 Tiffin Phaeton that 
we’ve been in for a year and a half now.
Because our circumstances and insights are pretty 
unique, I thought I'd share some of the major reasons 
we switched from a fifth wheel to a Class A. The biggest 
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reason for me was that it was really stressful for me to 
drive the dually. Our truck was beautiful and pulled like 
a champ, but always being in a new place having to 
drive and park such a big vehicle when David was at 
work was a nightmare for me.
Hitching and unhitching a huge fifth wheel can really be 
tedious and time-consuming. Moving the motorhome 
from one spot to another is so much easier and faster 
for us. And being able to level it and put the jacks down 
all from the press of a button inside is super convenient.
Being able to get up for a bathroom break while 
traveling is really a game-changer as well. I can also 
get up and make a snack, take a nap in my bed or on 
the couch, stretch, walk around and access anything 
and everything when we are moving.
Having a Jeep as our tow vehicle has added so much 
to our adventures. There are so many beautiful OHV 
trails we would never get to see and experience if we 
still had a dually and fifth wheel. Our Jeep allows us to 
access areas that would be unthinkable in a big truck.
We love the big windshield and the captain's chairs. One 
of our favorite things to do in the mornings is hang out 
in the cockpit while David drinks coffee. We really enjoy 
the ever-changing views out of our big windshield.
With that said, I do think it's hard to know what your 
needs and wants for a rig are until you've lived this 
lifestyle and figured it out. I always recommend to 
anyone considering this lifestyle to walk around and 
look at as many RVs as possible and really try to imagine 
what living in it would look like. If you are considering 
living the rootless life, we cannot encourage you 
enough to give it a try. There really is nothing else like 
living with so much freedom. And you won't know how 
much you love it until you give it a shot!
Follow David & Amanda’s travels and stunning 
photography on Instagram @therollinboles

https://www.instagram.com/therollinboles/


Located in the “RV Capital of the World”
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Pull-Through Level Sites
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Walking Trail 
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RV Renovation 
Tips & Advice By Leah Skye
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W hen my boyfriend and I decided to dive headfirst 
into renovating our 2014 Tracer Air 26’ Travel 

Trailer, there was no way we could’ve known what 
we were in for. We purchased our trailer second-
hand from a family member, and neither of us had 
any experience. I knew from the beginning I wanted 
to fully renovate the interior, but I had no idea how 
much work was ahead of us. I drew inspiration from 
Instagram and Pinterest and got to work creating a 
décor mood board. I was extremely intrigued by the 

earthy bohemian style that had taken the internet by 
storm, and before I knew it, I was off to the races. 
Over the next several months, we stripped and re-
painted all the cabinetry, painted the walls, removed 
carpet and vinyl flooring, resurfaced the dinette table 
and reupholstered the seating. We removed the 
valences and created custom curtains, refinished the 
sinks and shower, added custom room dividers and 
updated the bathrooms and kitchen backsplash. 
Looking back at the timing, having this project was a 
blessing in disguise. Although it was an enormous 
amount of work that felt insurmountable at times, I 
remember it fondly. We were working on this trailer 
throughout the height of the COVID-19 stay at home 
orders, and I believe having something to keep us busy 
during that stressful time was an absolute life-saver. 
While most people were at home learning to make 
sourdough bread, we were putting in 10-hour days 
painting and pulling up flooring. 
Overall, our renovation took about five months and 
cost around $2,500. My boyfriend and I did all of the 
work ourselves and while it was trying at times, I am so 
grateful for the lessons and new skills learned along 
the way. 
I have compiled a list specifying a few of the most 
noteworthy things I would like to share with anyone 
considering tackling an RV renovation. 

1. If you are replacing existing flooring with wood 
planks, double the amount of time you think it 
is going to take for completion. The number of 
custom cuts that need to be made is extremely 
tedious, and the work required for removing 
old carpeting/staples/vinyl should not be 
underestimated either.

2. Use the information the RV internet community 
has to offer. There is an astounding number of 
people who have already completed a trailer 
renovation or are currently in the process of 
doing so that are happy to share helpful tips. 
Whether it’s drawing décor inspiration from 
Instagram or reading detailed DIY tutorials shared 
on Pinterest, there is a wealth of information 
available. Each time I reached out to established 
renovators directly, I was pleasantly surprised by 
how generous they were with their time. Each 
person I spoke to was patient and encouraging in 
a way I had never experienced before. I continue 
to receive so much ongoing support from this 
community, and I would recommend anyone 
who is feeling overwhelmed by the prospect 
of beginning an RV renovation first speak with 
someone who has experience. Their wealth of 
knowledge could save you serious time and 
money, and you may even end up making a new 
friend. 
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3. Layout your game-plan before you begin. Of 
course, there will be some deviations and 
unexpected changes that are bound to happen, 
but generally speaking, it is much easier to 
manage your project if you have a framework to 
go off of. For example, I opted to paint before we 
did our floors, which in retrospect was a mistake 
because we ended up scuffing them during the 
floor demo/install. If I could do it again, I would 
have done our floors first then paint to avoid 
the extra touch-up project. Make a checklist of 
everything you want to accomplish, then plan to 
complete it in a way that will be an efficient use 
of your time.

4. Take as many “before” photos and videos as you 
can. Once you think you have enough, take a few 
more. I wish I had more photos of specific angles 
so I could look back and see a direct comparison 
of exactly how far we have come. 

5. Do not cut corners with the prep work. Most 
manufacturers use very cheap materials to 
construct campers and RV’s, so the work 
involved with preparing these surfaces for paint 
is the most important factor for longevity. While 
it is undoubtedly the least gratifying part of 
this project, you will thank yourself for properly 
sanding and using several coats of a high-quality 
primer before applying any paint. 

6. Arguably the most important piece of advice I 
can give: Understand that you will make mistakes 
along the way. This is something you need to be 
prepared for. Learn to accept that and you will 
enjoy the renovation process so much more. 
There are so many people in the community 
going through the same obstacles and reading 
about their trials and error will help put things 
into perspective. We each come into a project 
of this magnitude with varying levels of skill and 
experience, so being kind to yourself throughout 
the process is a very important factor in success. 

See more of Leah’s RV Renovation and their 
travels on Instagram @Heads.East.Tails.West

https://www.instagram.com/heads.east.tails.west/


A  N E W  J O U R N E Y  B E G I N S

Just l ike ever y great road tr ip, sometimes l i fe takes you in a new 
direct ion. At Hear t land, we’ve launched a new journey to make our 

RVs bet ter than ever. We’ve doubled down on seeking out the highest 
qual it y materials , creat ing fresh and invit ing interiors and giv ing ever y 

unit the k inds of f inishing touches you’d f ind in a new home. 

Ever y unit goes through a top-to-tai ls inspection with a qual it y 
assurance exper t—in fact , we have an 89,000 -square-foot faci l i t y 

dedicated to walk ing each RV through a series of checkl ists to ensure it 
works exactly as i t should. And with updated f loor plans incorporat ing 

features our customers love best— spacious bathrooms, designer 
k itchens, furniture meant for cuddling up together— we’re conf ident 

ever y tr ip in a Hear t land wil l  be a happy one.

Af ter al l ,  that ’s what RVing is al l  about : hit t ing the road with people 
you love, having adventures, making memories. So when you buy a 

Hear t land, just focus on taking the journey of a l i fet ime. 
We’l l  take care of the rest . 

E xperience the al l-new Hear t land onl ine and check out 
360 -degree model tours, detai led f loor plans, al l-new 

features, gal ler ies of updated decor and more. 

Just visit Hear tlandRVs.com. 

https://www.rootlessliving.com/heartland
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Forget
    Joneses    Jonesesthe
I f there had been a category for “Most Likely to be 

a Nomad” in your high school yearbook, would 
you have been selected? Prior to age 28, I had no 
knowledge of nomadic living outside of a fiction book. 
Little did I know before my next birthday, I’d be living in 
a fifth wheel full-time, dreaming of one day hitting the 
road.
The path to becoming a nomad isn’t a checklist you 
can follow. It is as individual as the people living the 
lifestyle. But what I can say is it often follows a pursuit 
of living intentionally. 
When we welcomed our second daughter, it became 
clear our financial situation was changing drastically. 
In an effort to live within our means I contemplated 
pursuing promotions, changing jobs, and ultimately 
ended up shifting to a part-time role to make ends 
meet. Except they didn’t. After several months it 
became clear we needed to drastically change our 
living expenditures. We lived in a suburb of Seattle, 
and the cost of living was incredibly high. Passionate 
about our town, we opted to find a way to live within 
our means and stay local.

I came home from work one day and told my husband, “I 
know you don’t want to talk about it, but I think we need 
to sell everything and move into an RV.” His response: 
“You’re right, I don’t want to talk about it.”
Within two hours, we’d made the decision to go for it. 
I’m often asked how I convinced my husband to do this. 
I didn’t really need to convince him. I just gave him the 
information I’d found and we agreed there was enough 
of a savings to pursue it. We had six weeks until our 
lease was up on our rental, and were thrown into the 
world of RV’s. 
In those six weeks, we bought a 37’ fifth wheel, sold 
and donated most of our belongings, and learned 
about black waste. To say it was stressful would be an 
understatement.
Initially, the sole function of it all was to save money 
and live within our means. When people would ask why 
we were doing this, I often asked what they would do 
with an extra $2,000 a month (the amount of money 
we were saving). It usually helped people see the 
benefit. I still question how many people we know are 

By Emily Feely
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living nearly paycheck to paycheck, trying to live the 
“life you’re supposed to live”. The thought saddens 
me, mostly because I know how hard it was on me. We 
were blindly following the prescribed life.
At the time I didn’t really have a grasp of intentional 
living. But looking back, I now see our efforts to live 
within our means was our first step toward pursuing the 
mindset, which has changed the trajectory of our lives.
When I talk about the benefits of living in an RV now, I 
don’t typically bring up the money saved, because, with 
time, I’ve learned that is the least important part of it all. 
It's difficult to properly express in words how it changes 
you, but it certainly does.
We didn’t follow a checklist to land in the nomad 
lifestyle. We slowly started living intentionally. When 
people ask me about life on the road, and share their 
dreams to live it, I express that they should start now. 
Just because you buy a home on wheels, doesn’t mean 
you need to move it right away. There is something 
special that happens when you live in an RV without 
the “glamour” of travel. If you’re moving into an RV 
and immediately hitting the road, the romantic side of 
people will find a way to support you. They’ll 
ooh and awe and say I wish I could do that.
Living in an RV and sticking in one spot is 
decidedly less cool. But let me tell you, it was 
one of the most pivotal choices. The choice 
that forced us to choose our own path without 
widespread support of friends and family.
In an effort to have conviction in my way of 
living, my concern about what others think of me 
is slowly but surely diminishing. If I can live my 
best life in a way many people would consider 
to be impossible or lesser, then I must be doing 
something right. Our society is filled with norms, 
and it's not uncommon for people to follow them 
without questioning them. That is precisely 
what we were doing. Our life was beautiful in 
so many ways, but the undercurrent of chasing 
something unknown was always there.
By living stationary, we were able to get an idea of who 
we really were and how exactly we wanted to live. We 
realigned our values and parenting with a lifestyle that 
rang true for us. We had time to downsize, learn to be 
more minimal, practice intentional living, so one day 
when we hit the road, we didn’t have to learn it all at 
once.
When the pandemic hit, and my husband's job went 
remote, we didn’t have to scramble to buy an RV, get 
rid of everything we own, and learn how to get mobile 
internet. We’d done the work, living our lives waiting 
for the moment it would all start to make sense. We 
did have to buy a tow vehicle, because why have one 

By Emily Feely
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when you’re not moving your house, but other than 
that, there were few obstacles.
Our experience of being thrown into the nomadic 
lifestyle has shown me that whatever you feel inclined to 
pursue, start today. It doesn’t matter if it makes sense, if 
you’re really ready or if you have the support of others. 
Just because it’s difficult doesn’t mean it’s not right. I 
don’t want everyone to live in an RV, though I think it 
would be good for many to experience. What I do want 
everyone to do, is to evaluate if the way they’re living is 
for them, or someone else? I love the quote “The world 
needs who you were made to be.” So, I would ask you, 
are you becoming who you were made to be?
Today, you’ll find us exploring the southwest, with our 
two girls, ages 4 and 2. Had you asked me a year ago 
where we’d be, I certainly would not have guessed 
this. Life on the road isn’t quite what I expected, but I 
am so grateful for the opportunity to stretch ourselves 
and our abilities. In the coming year, we plan to sell our 
renovated fifth wheel, buy and renovate another, and 
empower others to live with intention.
Follow our family's adventures on Instagram  
@lessthingsbigdreams

https://www.instagram.com/lessthingsbigdreams/
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Home Sweet  Homestead 
By Kenzie Herndon
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M y husband, Jesse, and I met in early 2012 through 
mission work in India. We got married the following 

year, moved to my home state of California, and 
welcomed our two children, Lennon and Rhett, to our 
family. After a few years of California living, we realized 
we wanted more freedom and a change of scenery. A 
door opened for Jesse to transfer his job back to his 
home state of Arkansas, so we gladly accepted it!
We knew our ultimate dream was to own land and start 
a small hobby farm. We were undecided on the area 
we wanted to plant our roots, so instead of renting or 
purchasing a home, we decided to look into tiny living. 
We set our minds on searching for the perfect RV for our 
family. After touring RVs and scouring the internet for 
RVs for sale, we finally found the one - a 2009 37-foot 
silverback fifth wheel by Cedar Creek. We purchased 
the RV after only viewing via facetime! With two adults, 
two young children, and two large rescue dogs, this 
seemed like the best layout for us. Once we arrived in 
Arkansas, we moved the RV onto Jesse's family’s 22 
acre land in the country, where we are today.
We immediately started renovating, while living in it! 

We own rental properties and have renovated in the 
past, so this wasn't a new concept for us. Except RVs 
are totally different than a sticks-and-bricks home. 
There were certainly challenges along the way; like 
installing a dishwasher that was not designed for an 
RV. This lifestyle almost forces you to be flexible and 
have creative solutions to meet your specific needs. 
We wanted it to feel like our home, so we replaced all 
flooring, painted walls and cabinets, removed the RV 
furniture and brought our own in, built custom bunk 
beds for the kids (and rebuilt them again), added a 
compost toilet, and since we are stationary, we created 
our own drainage system for our gray water. 
One of our favorite renovation projects was the custom 
kitchen countertop that Jesse built. We wanted butcher 
block but knew we could use our resources in a more 
creative way that fit our budget. For under $75, and 
some tedious work, Jesse designed and built a faux 
butcher block countertop using birch plywood and 
multiple color stains to give a butcher block pattern. 
By removing the original countertop and designing a 
new layout, it enabled us to also install a deeper under-
mount sink, as well as a two-burner induction stove 
top which replaced the original stove. We added a real 
subway tile backsplash, removed the microwave, and 
added a convection oven, which then completed our 
kitchen remodel. 

W hen you hear “full-time RV living,” 
most assume it means living life 

on the road, but that isn’t the only way. 
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Once we completed the major renovations, it came 
time to decorate and really make this tiny space feel 
like home. Most of our pieces have been collected over 
the years, thrifted from local shops or picked up along 
the way during travels. Living in 380 square feet means 
when I bring an item home, I have to keep two things in 
mind: 1- where will it go? and 2 - what is the purpose? 
If it doesn't have a home or serve a purpose, it doesn't 
belong. When it comes to inspiration, I have found I’m 
drawn towards natural and organic materials, wicker 
and rattan, all things vintage, with pops of color for fun. 
Living this unconventional lifestyle has given us the 
opportunity to focus more on becoming debt-free 
and working towards being self-sustainable. We are 
passionate about living a non-toxic life, lowering 
our waste, and using the resources given to us. One 
way we take advantage of natural resources is by 
harvesting rainwater which gets delivered to all farm 
animals. We are growing our homestead one animal at 
a time; currently with goats, chickens, and the sweetest 
miniature donkey. Our chickens provide us with fresh 
eggs, and soon we will be adding meat birds to the 
farm. We have hopes of using our goats to collect fresh 
milk daily, which we will also use for butter and other 
household items. Though our animals may serve a 
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physical purpose, they are also so cherished by 
us and our children. They are our pets and we 
feel blessed to have them! 
We have now been living stationary for just over 
two years. People often ask us how we can live in 
an RV without traveling, but the great thing about 
this lifestyle is it’s not a one size fits all; it can 
adapt to any style if you want it to. This journey 
is not how we could have imagined starting out, 
but we wouldn't change it for the world. Although 
we are far from experts, each challenge we have 
faced creates a new opportunity to learn. We 
have loved the growth and challenges that have 
occurred. 
If you are considering this life, remember to keep 
in mind, your path will look different than others. 
What’s important, is learning what is best for you 
and your family and focusing on the good it can 
bring. 
Follow Kenzie and see more of her homestead 
life on Instagram @kenzieherndon

https://www.rootlessliving.com/genyhitch
https://www.instagram.com/kenzieherndon/


A dventuring with little ones is so rewarding. Watching 
your child's eyes light up the first time they see the 

ocean or watch a praying mantis crawl up a tree. Taking 
your kids with you to explore the wonders of this great 
world is one of the greatest gifts you can give them.
It can also be very overwhelming with just the thought 
of it. Caring for another human is hard, and bringing 
them into the middle of a national forest can sound, 
well, terrifying. I am here to tell you, you've got this. 
Here are four of my hiking and travel tips to help put 
those anxieties at ease.

PREPARING FOR A LONG DRIVE OR HIKE

Variety is crucial for a hike and it comes in many 
different shapes and forms. Diverse landscapes keep 
your kids interested in the hike, climbing boulders, or 
playing “the ground is lava” to keep the hike moving 
forward in those periods of low energy.
Jason and I have a deal that I carry Jack for the first half 
of the hike, and he gets the second half. We give Jack 
piggyback rides, shoulder rides, football hold rides; I 
think you get the point. Bring or come up with multiple 
ways to carry them. 
There's only one way to sit in the car, so car seat breaks 
are a must. Find a rest stop and set a timer. This way, 

you don't lose track of time, making the trip longer than 
it needs to be and keep a mountain of snacks hidden 
away somewhere. Every hour that passes on your road 
trip, pull a small bag out, prepackaged or homemade. 
You can even throw it at them to see if they can catch 
it. The chances are you're probably going to play 
stewardess anyway, so make it fun for you both. On 
one road trip, I remember Jason throwing green beans 
at Jack. They were both laughing, and Jack thought it 
was hilarious when one would bonk him on the head.

HIKING GEAR

One of my favorite items we bought for hiking was our 
toddler a hiking backpack. We went to an outdoor store 
and tried them on. Jack came with us and I carried him 
around the store. If you plan on hiking a lot, buy the one 
that feels best to you. Carrying a toddler on your back 
up a mountain is no joke, be comfortable. Make sure to 
grab a sunshade too.
Jack's hiking shoes are foot-shaped. They are 
comfortable, flexible, and lightweight. They have 
excellent grip, and he loves them. As for those car 
rides, it's bare feet or socks. The point is to keep them 
comfortable in what may be an uncomfortable situation 
for them. Walking 2-3 miles is a big deal for a toddler.

TRAVELING
WITH
TODDLERS
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REDIRECTION

If your little one keeps trying to jump off the trail that 
has become a bridge, find a way to redirect their minds. 
Take a moment, lay down, look through the slates, or 
stop to take in the bridge and its sites. Also, consider 
that those kinds of hikes may not fit your child during 
this period of their lives. You don't fail the hike because 
you decided to bail a quarter of the way through.
Bring small toys they like. Let your little one show them 
the hike and have them cheer on their toy as they "hike" 
along with you. Jack had brought Woody with him on 
many hikes. We have pictures of Jack and Woody on 
top of mountains. It just adds to the specialness of the 
toy later in life.
Find a playlist of songs your child loves. Use the 
soundtrack to their favorite show or movie to redirect 
them to the task at hand. Run to the music, hop, 
skip, or jump like a frog. The idea behind redirection 
is to help Jack build his stamina for longer hikes to 
even more amazing sites. Plus, the sense of pride 
and accomplishment they will have in themselves is 
rewarding for all involved.

ADJUSTED EXPECTATIONS

This isn't for the kids as much as it is for you, the adult. 
We have to remember that sometimes being a kid is 
tough. It's not all playtime and fruit snacks. Kids are 
growing daily, if not physically, then mentally. Working 
through all this growing up stuff is difficult, and they 
may not be in the mood for anything above. It's okay 
to turn around and try again for another day. It's okay 
if you successfully completed two of the four miles. Pat 
yourself, and your child, on the back and go home.
There is a lot of give and take when traveling with kids. 
Keep to your schedule but plan out times for breaks 
or other miscellaneous stuff that could go wrong. Go 
into these adventures with flexibility, patience, and 
optimism that it will all just work out even if it's not how 
you initially imagined.
All around, the experience of traveling with your kids 
provides the trip with a lot more richness. Kids deserve 
to go on these great adventures too. That may mean 
adjusting your plan but hopefully the tips above will 
help it all go smoothly.

About the Author:
Holly grew up in the suburbs north of Houston, TX. 
She has always been an outdoors person, and when 
she met her husband Jason they began to adventure 
together. The couple traveled often before having kids, 
and when Jack was born, they continued traveling 
as a family. Follow their adventures on Instagram  
@TheMarvelousMiners
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RV living is an escape, an adventure and an 
incredible journey. Being able to pull your 

home behind you as you roll down the road gives you 
the freedom to go wherever the wind may blow. We 
took off on our trip of a lifetime in 2019, and our tiny 
home on wheels continues to take us on the most 
amazing adventures. One important aspect of RV living 

is planning out your trip and finding your next spot to 
set up. I have rounded up our favorite resources as 
well as considerations to make planning your trip and 
finding campsites an absolute breeze.

No matter where your adventure takes you, I hope your 
RV journey is full of memories that will last a lifetime. 

TIPS AND RESOURCES TO FIND YOUR PERFECT SITE

YOU ARE HERE
By Paige Marley
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HOOK UPS 

There are sites all over the United States ranging from 
free boondocking sites to luxury RV parks which offer 
a variety of sites to fit your needs. One consideration 
before you book your campsite is how you want to 
camp. Do you want to boondock with no hookups? 
Many boondockers run off of solar power or generators 
in order to be able to stay off-grid and enjoy nature and 
solitude. 
Other options are full hookups (FHU) which include 
water, sewer and electricity, or partial hookups that 
have electricity and usually water, but not always. If you 
are staying at a campground for a weekend, you can 
easily have a great time without full hookups. If you are 
staying longer than a weekend, it is a lot easier to have 
full hookups, because you can fill up your tanks quickly 
with grey and black water, requiring you to dump. 
Lastly, you need to consider whether you need 30 amp 
or 50 amp hookups. For larger RVs that run multiple ACs, 
you may need 50 amp service at your site. Depending 
on how much power you’ll need, you can easily hook 
up a 50 amp trailer to a 30 amp plug with an adapter. 
It’s a smart choice to grab an adapter for your RV for the 
different amps, just in case you get to a site that only has 
one or the other, you are taken care of. 

SITE LENGTH

The length of your rig absolutely matters when you are 
booking a site. You don’t want to arrive at a site that 
is too small for your RV. Every booking site includes 
the length of the site in the description so make sure 
to check this before you book, seems like common 
sense but we have been in a hurry and almost forgot 
to check. When we book, we always book a bigger site 
if it's available so we have room for our truck and RV 
together!

AMENITIES 

The difference between boondocking, campgrounds 
and RV parks is simply amenities and setup. Many 
campgrounds give you space and beautiful views, but 
you sacrifice amenities like laundry and game rooms. 
When booking RV parks, you sacrifice space from 
others and you gain laundry, game rooms, and pools. 
Boondocking gives you the most beautiful views and 
plenty of space but you give up amenities like electricity, 
water and sewer hookups.

Each site has its own pros and cons so you simply have 
to decide what are your must-haves and what you want 
your trip to be like. 

SAFETY & LOCATION 

Something to be mindful of when you are booking your 
site is where you want to be located and if the area you 
are booking is in a safe location. You can plan out your 
trip including every stop along the way by using a site 
such as RV Parky where you can pinpoint where you will 
stay and how long, allowing you to organize your whole 
trip easily. 
One way you can figure out how close you are to 
your desired destination is by using resources like 
Campendium that give you a map of all the possible 
campsites and you choose one where you want to 
be. Location is imperative because if you are an hour 
outside of your desired location, you have to account 
for driving every time you want to go explore. 
We have chosen a location before directly in the middle 
of multiple different attractions we wanted to see so 
we can easily travel to each during our time at that 
specific campground. We have only stayed in one RV 
resort during our travels, we booked it on a whim with 
no reviews and we regretted it, we felt unsafe and we 
didn’t stay there long. Doing your research before you 
book absolutely matters and helps you enjoy your time 
instead of worrying about safety. 
Another way you can check if a park is safe, nice, and 
well taken care of is by reading reviews on websites 
such as Campendium or All Stays. Reviews will help you 
narrow down campgrounds and allow you to feel more 
confident in your choice. 

INTERNET SERVICE 

For digital nomads, a huge consideration for finding 
a site is good internet service. There are a couple of 
different options to check internet service before you 
book your site. I would recommend double-checking the 
campground on different websites such as Campendium 
& Recreation.gov where fellow RVers post about internet 
service.  Another is to call the campground directly and 
ask how certain services do such as Verizon, Sprint, 
AT&T within the campground. 
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CAMPENDIUM

I am a Campendium fan through and through and have 
told many people about the greatness that Campendium 
offers. Campendium compiles campgrounds all over 
the United States from RV parks to campgrounds as 
well as places to camp for free with no hookups. All you 
have to do is type in your location of where you want to 
visit and it will pull up a map full of campgrounds in that 
area. One of the biggest reasons I love Campendium 
is for the ability of fellow campers to post reviews of 
the campsite. We love the reviews because people will 
review different sites that they liked and didn’t like, the 
best sites, whether the campground was clean, and if 
they would stay there again. 
Another amazing aspect of Campendium is users who 
leave a review of the cell service at the campground. 
Users can go through and choose what internet 
providers work and show how much service they get 
at the campground with that provider. This is a game-
changer for those that work on the road because if 
multiple people show there is no service, then we have 
to rule that campground out. 

ALL STAYS 

All Stays is another wonderful site that allows you to find 
exactly what you need. Whether you are in search of a 
place to dump your tanks, a place for a big rig, or just 
a Walmart parking lot, All Stays has you covered. They 
have a ton of filters that allow you to narrow down and 
find exactly what you need. Another amazing aspect of 
All Stays is that you can download the app and have 
the ability to search for campgrounds or places to park 
while you are on the road. 

RV PARKY 

RV Parky doesn’t necessarily help you find sites, but RV 
Parky is in our RV online toolbox that we use without fail 
for every single trip. RV Parky is an amazing resource 
that allows you to plan out your entire trip. It has allowed 
us to plan out our trip dates, location, and where we 
will stay and helps us stay organized and track out our 
entire trip.

HARVEST HOSTS 

Harvest Hosts is an incredible resource that allows you 
to stay at breweries, farms, wineries, and more. It is an 
incredible membership that allows you to stay for free 
at some amazing businesses, giving you great views for 
a great price and a chance to support small businesses. 

HELPFUL RESO
URCES

About the Author
We are the Marleys and in 2019 we 
sold 90 percent of our belongings, 
bought and renovated a 35-foot trailer 
and haven’t looked back. We travel 
with our two fur babies and are always 
searching for the best adventure around 
every turn. Tiny living has allowed 
us to recenter and reinvest our time 
into what brings us the most joy. Here 
is to unraveling this life we live, one 
moment at a thyme. Follow our journeys 
Instagram @unravelledthyme

https://www.instagram.com/unravelledthyme/
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In 2016, Keith and Renee were living what many would 
consider the American Dream. Living in a suburb 

outside of Dallas, Texas, Keith ran a few successful 
businesses both in oil and gas as well as an aviation 
company. Renee homeschooled their four children, 
Anna, Jack, Finn & Kate, and the family would often 
take trips RVing to explore different states.  
Both in their 40s, Keith & Renee were feeling burnt 
out on life, on their family, and how life was in the 
city. While business was going great, they still felt 
discouraged and lacked a sense of adventure. “There 
was nothing,” Keith says. “It was just money, money. 
Spending money and materialism. Our kids were 
growing up in a house where we had to text them if 
we wanted to see them and they were just at other 
ends of the house.”
With the internet and social media booming in the last 
decade, they felt like they were losing touch with their 
kids and with each other. “We were spending money 
on things that were just frivolous and not useful,” 
Renee said. “So, we just kind of sat down and decided 
we’ve got to do something different.” 
The family had a ranch in Montana they purchased 
14 years earlier and were going to go live  there. 
“Because we don't have any internet or cellular 
service at the ranch, we decided we're going to go 

use the greenhouse and chicken coops we built up 
there. We were going to live off the land and raise our 
kids in a less materialistic environment.” Keith said. 
Right before they planned to make the move, however, 
Renee saw a flyer at their local marina for a three 
hour sailing trip. In an effort to actively bring their 
family together, Renee had started planning Friday 
family nights, everything from going to the movies 
or bowling. On this particular Friday night, the family 
set sail. “We did the sailing trip and it kind of sparked 
something in Keith.” Renee said. 
“I didn't like sailing so to speak,” Keith remembers. 
“I'd always had this dream when I grew up watching 
Jacques Cousteau on TV. I love diving. I love the 
ocean. So I went home that evening and I started 
researching on the internet ‘can families sail at sea’ 
and ‘families sailing around the world’.” Keith came 
across Riley and Elayna of Sailing La Vagabonde, the 
largest YouTube sailing couple out there. “I watched 
them doing it back then, when they only had 10,000 
subscribers. Watching this young Aussie couple go 
buy a boat unseen, having never sailed and then start 
sailing around the world, I thought ‘I can do that’.”
The family had a meeting, asking the kids what they 
would like to do, go live off the land in Montana or sail 
around the world on a sailboat. The kids immediately 



picked sailing. Just 90 days later the family sold everything 
they had in Texas, including Keith’s companies, kept the  
Montana ranch and bought a boat. The plan was to spend 
two to three years on the boat. 
“Our older kids were 15 and 14 at the time so we knew we 
had about three years of high school left. We wanted to sail 
around the world before they left the nest so they could 
have this in their back pocket as they move on to college or 
their own life.” Renee said, “It's kind of turned into a whole 
lot more than that.”
The family loves it out on the boat, not so much the sailing, 
but they love living in remote locations where there’s no one 
around. And it didn’t happen overnight. It was a tough first 
six months on the boat for both the kids, and for Keith & 
Renee. It took a little bit of time to assimilate to a simpler 
life of minimalist living, realizing that they didn’t need all the 
stuff to make them happy or to make a better life. 
“It's so easy to see when you step out of it and look back 
in from a different perspective,” Renee says. “We spent so 
much money on stupid things, like keeping the grass green. 
It’s embarrassing how much money we could have saved if 
we had done it so much sooner, but we didn’t know.” The 
family says they spent thousands of dollars maintaining 
a lifestyle that in the end brought them absolutely no 
happiness.
Since Renee was already homeschooling the children, it 
made transitioning to a boat that much easier. They didn’t tell 
their extended family or really anyone that they were sailing 
off to sea. By the time they let people know, they had sailed 
from Florida, down to Panama and the Eastern Caribbean. 
Of course, when they did tell their family, everyone thought 
they were crazy. Like many travel channels, they started by 

putting up videos for their friends and families to see that 
they were all ok, and in fact thriving.
The first boat they purchased was a monohull which they 
chose because it was what Sailing La Vagabonde had and 
they thought, well if they can do it, so can we. Looking back, 
they can see how that was the wrong way to go about it. 
Having no sailing experience, they hired a captain to show 
them the ropes. They quickly learned he wasn’t really a 
captain other than in title. He showed them how to raise and 
take down the sail, and that was about it. Keith kicked him 
off the boat and they learned how to do it on their own. 
From 2016 through 2017 they sailed in the monohull all the 
way to Australia and by the time they had made it to the 
Panama Canal, they decided they wanted a catamaran. They 
sold the monohull and bought their Privilege Catamaran in 
Greece. When we asked them about their boat, the couple 
quickly pointed out that it is essentially a condo on the water. 
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Their catamaran has five cabins, five bathrooms (or heads), 
as well as a crew cabin and head. It has three refrigerators, 
two generators, two main engines, a big water maker so 
you can take the salt water and turn it into fresh water to 
drink. It also has a scuba compressor to fill scuba tanks and 
they are able to keep all their kite gear, which is exactly 
what the family wanted. 
“We wanted an expedition type boat that could be out at 
sea for a long time and have all the toys and have all the kit 
that you needed on the boat and go wherever we wanted 
and stay out there.” Keith said. They also have a dinghy so 
they can go to shore. 
Each member of the family pitches in on boat duties. The 
kids all have their jobs on deck when it comes to docking, 
fueling up, dropping anchor, or grabbing a mooring ball. 
They know what needs to be done and typically work 
together to get it done. About once a week they make water 
and the boys are responsible for managing the desalinator 
(watermaker). Anna, their oldest, was Keith’s right hand man 
when it came to repairs, but unfortunately, she’s away at 
college now, so Keith does most of the gathering of tools 
and parts to complete any repairs on his own.
Keith and Renee are so thankful for the experience and 
their choice to set sail. “It changed the whole dynamic 
relationship with our children,” Keith said. “Had we not 
done this, we wouldn't know who our children are today. 
We would have a different level of knowing which would 

be a lot less than we have today. It changed the kind of 
father I was, it changed the kind of mother Renee was and 
it changed the kind of kids we have.”
When we asked what one of their favorite experiences was 
since setting sail, both Keith and Renee agreed it was when 
they had son Jack’s long-distance girlfriend, a sailing kid 
herself, come stay with them on the boat for two months. 
“We got to see our 16-year-old interact with a girl for the first 
time.” Renee said. “We got to watch his first real relationship 
and we would not have gotten that if we'd been in the city. 
We would not have gotten to experience all of the ups and 
the downs and the awkwardness and it was just amazing.” 
The family is very close so one of their hardest times came 
when the eldest, Anna, left the boat for college. When they 
first set sail, Anna struggled a little bit being the oldest and 
with so few other teenagers to interact with out on boats. 
She looked forward to going to college and now that she’s 
in college, they say she’s realized just how valuable and 
important all her time on the boat was. 
While Keith and Renee were able to save money from all 
those years working, they now are using their savings 
and the money they make from their YouTube channel to 
continue sailing. Their children are also in on the business 
and learning how to manage and market their social 
channels and sponsorships. While Renee produces the 
Thursday Sailing Zatara episodes, the kids produce a vlog 
on Tuesdays, called “Teen Yacht Tuesday.”



“The kids are learning filmmaking, social media 
management and marketing.” Renee said. “The boys 
have recently become sponsored by a major adventure 
sports company, so they are responsible for marketing 
the brand in their videos and social media posts.” 
Before all this, they didn't have social media so as with 
the sailing, the family has learned as they go.
Renee has always made home movies of the family’s 
vacations and events so when they started sailing, she 
continued to document it. She began to film around 
the same time they decided to buy a boat. “We filmed 
packing everything up and downsizing, Keith and I 
going to Florida shopping for a boat, simply for my love 
of documenting everything. We didn't make it public or 
announce it to our friends and family for six or seven 
months.” 
“I remember somebody saw a video that was a little 
too close to a family member and so we were like, oh 
no, do we take the YouTube channel down?” Renee 
remembers. “We weren't sure if we wanted everybody 
to know we were sailing away on a boat just yet.” 
Four years later, friends, family, and over 340,000 
YouTube subscribers are watching what the Sailing 
Zatara crew are up to each week. The family has traveled 
over 45,000 nautical miles in their boat. They’ve gone 
from Europe to Greece and the Mediterranean, to the 
Caribbean, the Panama Canal twice, across the Pacific 
twice and to about 50 different countries. “We swam 
with whales in Tonga, dove with sharks in French 
Polynesia. We went to Auschwitz, Poland and have 
been all over Europe.” 
The family often will dock and head inland, renting a 
car to visit countries on shore. They’ve driven all over 
Australia, doing 8,000 kilometers in the Outback of 
Australia. They are a family that likes geography and 
seeing wildlife and ocean life. “We'd rather go cliff 
jumping or on an underwater exploration instead of 
visiting cultural sites,” Keith says.
One of the family’s favorite things to do lately has been 
kiteboarding. Due to COVID, they haven’t left Fiji but 
they’ve found quite a few epic spots for kiteboarding 
in Fiji with wind at a consistent 20-25 knots. They also 
loved Bonaire, where they could scuba dive the reef 
directly off the back of the boat while at anchor. They 
made great friends in Tonga and got to scuba dive in 
caves, swim with whales, and explore some of the most 
remote, yet breathtaking, places of the world.
Sailing isn’t always fun or glamorous though. While 
there are days when you get to see a hundred-foot 
humpback whale from ten feet away, the actual sailing 
part can be boring and monotonous when you’re going 
across the Atlantic or Pacific for 20 days, stuck on the 
boat. “We enjoy living on a boat, just like living in an 
RV, everything's right there for you to take care of you 
don't have to worry about property taxes. You don't 
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have to worry about mowing the lawn.” Keith said “Sailing is 
like when you're on the road and you got a thousand miles 
ahead of you. That's really not the fun part. The fun part is 
showing up and being at your new location.” 
So just how did Sailing Zatara end up, Sailing Zatara? 
“One of our family’s favorite movies is The Count of Monte 
Cristo.” Renee said. “The main character, his nickname from 
the pirates is Zatara, which means Driftwood. At first, he 
thinks it's a very fearless name until they tell him it means 

Driftwood and he's like, oh, okay. While we 
were brainstorming a name, our son Jack 
said why don't we call it Zatara and it just 
clicked and we liked it.” 
“If you’re considering an alternate lifestyle,” 
Renee says, “all you need to do is ignore 
that one tiny thing that’s holding you back: 
FEAR. Fear of the unknown. Fear of the 
‘What Ifs’. We had such a fear of losing our 
comfortable lifestyle, our routine, our little 
bubble we’d created that was ‘just fine.’ 
And oh the ‘What Ifs?’ What if we don’t like 
it… What if we run out of money… What if 
we can’t get back into the workforce when 
we’re done… What if we ruin our kids… 
Make a plan, take the leap, and don’t worry 

about the what ifs. Who knew a pandemic would hit us and 
we’d be stuck in a foreign country and far away from family 
for an entire year? You can’t plan for all the ‘What Ifs’, so 
don’t even try.”

Catch up with Keith, Renee, Anna, Jack, Finn & 
Kate on YouTube and all social media channels at 
@SailingZatara. Join the Z-Crew for more on their 
website sailingzatara.com.

https://www.rootlessliving.com/kingconnect
https://www.youtube.com/sailingzatara
https://sailingzatara.com/
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B rian and I find adventures in all different forms in this 
rootless lifestyle. Like many of our fellow nomads, 

we love visiting national parks and spending time in 
nature. Just as important, we love meeting locals and 
experiencing local culture. We’ve done this in Interior, 
SD (population 67), where we bellied up to the bar with 
the locals. In Minot, ND, where we sipped a flight of 
beer at a nano-brewery, and in Las Vegas, NV, where 
we enjoyed an incredible meal at a celebrity chef’s 
restaurant.  
We recently spent a couple of weeks on the Bourbon 
Trail in Kentucky. As part of our goal to embrace and 
learn about local cultures, we visited seven distilleries to 
learn about distillation, what makes Bourbon bourbon, 

and taste samples at each one. Most local bars and 
restaurants offer an extensive selection of Bourbons, 
providing us additional opportunities to taste while 
we were in the area. We also had the good fortune 
to be parked next to another full-time couple who we 
spent some time with and whose love for Bourbon had 
amassed quite a collection! Suffice it to say that we 
tasted a lot of Bourbons!
But you can’t, or maybe I’ll say you shouldn’t drink 
Bourbon all day without eating something! If you find 
yourself in the area and are ready to jump into the 
local culture with both feet, you’ll want to try some of 
these foods.
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For a starter, there’s Beer Cheese. It 
combines sharp cheddar cheese, garlic, 
a variety of spices, including dry mustard, 
horseradish, and cayenne pepper, mixed 
with enough beer to provide flavor and 
texture.  Traditionally served with saltine 
crackers and fresh vegetables, this is a staple 
at restaurants and private homes alike.  
Trust us! It’s not your typical cheese ball! 
Hall’s on the River in Winchester, KY, lays 
claim to the dish and still serves the original 
recipe dating back to the 1940s. If your 
travels don’t take you to Hall’s, you can 
purchase their beer cheese in local shops 
or try another restaurant’s recipe. We found 
beer cheese on the menu at The Stave in 
Frankfurt, KY. They used a combination of Bourbon 
and beer to smooth it out, providing a lot of flavor for a 
cracker or carrot.   
Any list of traditional foods from Kentucky will include 
Burgoo. Community events, county fairs, and church 
fund-raisers frequently feature this spicy stew. It’s easy 
to make a meal from this hearty dish, especially when 
you throw in the piece of cornbread traditionally served 
on the side. There’s no single recipe for burgoo as 
cooks use any variety of meat, whatever vegetables 
are available, and a variety of seasonings, including 
Worcestershire, vinegar, and hot sauce. They say that a 
spoon can stand up in a good burgoo. While we didn’t 
find any fairs, fund-raisers, or other community events, 
we did find a great burgoo at Mark’s Feed Store, a local 

restaurant group.    
First served at the Brown Hotel in Louisville in 1926, 
The Kentucky Hot Brown appears on all kinds of 
restaurant menus these days. This gut-buster open-
faced sandwich’s foundation is a piece of white bread 
topped with roast turkey, mornay cheese sauce, 
tomatoes, and some form of ham or bacon or both.  
Have one for lunch, and you probably won’t need to 
eat dinner. We sampled the Hot Brown at Mammy’s 
Kitchen in Bardstown, KY. Although tempting to try 
other restaurants’ efforts searching for the best Hot 
Brown, something told us one of these was enough for 
our short time in the area.
Rebecca Ruth created the first Bourbon Ball in 1938. 
Other chocolatiers have adopted similar recipes, and 

KENTUCKY HOT BROWN

BOURBON BALL
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it’s not uncommon to find yourself tasting chocolate at a 
Bourbon tasting. Made with dark chocolate and frequently 
incorporating a Kentucky grown pecan in the production, 
the only reason you might be sorry that you try these is that 
you’ll want more. Today, Rebecca Ruth Chocolate is a third-
generation family-owned business producing Bourbon balls 
for themselves and several area distillers.  Due to COVID 
restrictions, they weren’t offering tours of the factory at 
their facility in Frankfort, KY. Still, we stopped at one of their 
retail outlets so we could taste a Bourbon ball.   
Kern’s Kitchen trademarked the name Derby Pie in 1968. 
While the trademark now prevents others from using the 
name Derby Pie, you’ll find versions of this pie around 
many area restaurants, especially on or near the first 
Saturday of May for the Kentucky Derby. It’s a chocolate 
pie with walnuts or pecans in a pastry crust. We enjoyed 
it by the name Dark Chocolate Pecan Pie at Proof on Main 
in downtown Louisville, where they serve it with Bourbon 
caramel, malted whipped cream, and sea salt. Please note 
the pronunciation of Pecan Pie (Pee-Can Pah) here in the 
south!
Looking for something to drink instead of Bourbon?  Try an 
Ale-8-One. This soda dates back to 1926, where it made its 
debut at the Clark County fair. The fourth generation of the 
family continues to produce and bottle the original recipe. 
Ale-8 combines the flavors of spicy ginger and fresh citrus 
using less carbonation and sugar than other sodas.  Just in 
case you were wondering, It also makes a tasty mixer for 
your Bourbon.
Are you still looking for more flavors? You might try 
Benedictine Spread, Bread Pudding, Fried Chicken, Henry 
Bain Sauce, BBQ (especially in the form of grilled mutton), 

DERBY PIE

BURGOO
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Louisville-Style Chili, Chow Chow, or Modjeska Candies. 
One thing we learned: Kentuckians know how to eat and 
drink. It’s a part of who they are. Everybody we met was 
proud of their food and drink and happy to share their 
stories and the love that goes into their traditional foods 
and beverages.
When I left my twenty-five-year career in the wine business 
to begin this journey, I suspected that I would miss having 
food and beverage play a prominent role in my life. But, as 
with most aspects of living this lifestyle, we adjust and out 
how to make it work for us. Enjoying the flavors of an area 
where we travel adds to our adventure.

About the Authors
Anne and Brian Klumpp are full-timer travelers since April 
2019 in their motorhome with their dog, Skipper.  They 
love sharing their adventures, including their experiences 
of local culture.  When they aren’t out, they are at home 
exploring.  Check out their page to see what’s cooking in 
their kitchen on wheels. You can find them on Instagram 
@ontheroadofadventure.  They also have a blog at 
ontheroadofadventure.com.  

DERBY PIE

BEER CHEESE

https://www.rootlessliving.com/gerrialmand
https://www.instagram.com/ontheroadofadventure/
https://ontheroadofadventure.com/
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I was trekking across the Mendenhall Glacier in our 
backyard in Juneau, Alaska with my dad and brother, 

when my brother almost fell into a crevasse. At that 
point, I realized what we were doing was actually pretty 
dangerous, and yet it was the most exciting thing I had 
done as a fifth-grader. 
Before Juneau, I lived in rural Oregon and loved it. I 
played in our five acres of sagebrush and juniper trees 
for hours on end, chasing my older brother and his 
friends or riding my bike to my best friend’s house only 
a dirt road away. I was independent and free to roam all 
day: exploring for miles on end, finding junkyards full of 
old cars and dump troves of old refrigerators and rusty 
cans, trying to catch jackrabbits with homemade traps, 
and attempting to light fires by collecting deer scat. 
I loved my childhood in Oregon, but when my dad took 
a job in Juneau, it was an opportunity of a lifetime for 
my family of four to live in another state, a place that 
felt worlds away. When we finally boarded the ferry 
that would take us on a three-day journey to Juneau, 
I knew we were embarking on an epic adventure. 
My family couldn’t afford a room so we slept in the 
lounge, chased our friends around the ferry all day, 
and played spoons in the diner. When we finally arrived 
and I caught a glimpse of the most beautiful place I 

had ever seen, I couldn’t believe I would actually get 
to live there. Juneau was the place I discovered the 
great outdoors and learned to be adventurous, fishing, 
backpacking, and hiking with my family. In Juneau, my 
love for traveling and adventure was ignited.
Fast forward about 30 years and where do I find myself? 
On an epic adventure with my own family of five. In 
thirty years, I have traveled the world and gone on so 
many epic journeys, yet as my husband and I raised 
our boys who are now 11, 9, and 7, we found something 
was lacking from our regular lives: adventure. Sure, we 
would go places on weekends or the occasional trip in 
the summer, in fact, we had a lot of opportunities to do 
adventurous things, especially when we lived overseas 
in the Dominican Republic. 
We were able to expose our kids to a lot of different 
cultures and experiences. But as we settled down and 
tried to give them some of the things, we felt like we 
should as parents: a home, a stable environment, public 
school, friends and regularly visiting family, we also felt 
like we weren’t fully living our lives the way we wanted 
to. It took so much time and energy to take care of our 
house, our animals, and our yard and there were a lot of 
weekends we had too much to do and we couldn’t go 
on that backpacking trip we had been planning. 

FAMILIES THAT 
PLAY TOGETHER, 
STAY TOGETHER

YOLO FAMILY

By Kyla Salmond
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We finally took the plunge and decided to buy an RV 
and travel the U.S. for a school year with our kids. We 
packed only the things we really loved into the rig. I 
still remember my husband figuring out how to get 
our kayaks, SUPs, bikes, climbing, backpacking, and 
camping gear to all fit in our RV; I was so excited about 
the adventures to come. 
So, here we are, living in the motorhome and traveling 
for the school year while trying to teach our kids as well. 
We are about three months into full-time RV living and 
two months into our travels. We have made it across the 
U.S. and are now working our way down the East Coast. 
And here’s the reality: about a month in, we wanted to 
throw in the towel. It was too hard. Too tiring. Our kids 
hated us for taking them away from their friends and 
family and beloved home. We began to really question 
our decisions. We missed our friends and family dearly 
too. Nothing felt normal or stress-free at all. Although 
we were going on some amazing adventures, it just 
didn’t feel like enough to outweigh all of the difficulties 
of this new lifestyle. 

Although we have felt all of these things, we also 
realize if we hold on a little bit longer and ride this out, 
we may just find that we have actually made the best 
decision for our family. I really do believe that “Families 
who play together stay together”. What I am finding to 
truly be an outcome of full-time RVing is what our family 
calls “family bondage” kind of like “family bonding” but 
sometimes it’s kind of painful. Anyone who is a parent 
knows what I am talking about. It’s not all glamorous 
and easy, of course not, it’s life and it’s messy and it’s 
hard. But, it’s worth it. 
My husband is really good at persevering and not giving 
up when things are hard and he helps me realize that 
we just need to stick with it. So, things are getting better 
now. We are starting to figure out road-schooling, which 
is like homeschooling but with the added element of 
getting to have experiences on the road to supplement 
your learning. We have more opportunities to play 
together as a family, we are going on some amazing 
adventures and we are growing as a family. 
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Although our hard stuff comes up more frequently 
because we are living in such tight quarters, it also 
means that we work through it and have to resolve things 
more quickly. We are working on our communication, 
our kids are seeing my husband and I work through our 
differences right in front of them, they are learning a lot 
about what it means to be responsible and help with 
grocery shopping, cleaning, and emptying the gray/
black water tanks. We are all growing together and we 
are becoming more resilient individuals. 
Here’s what I would tell you if you are considering living 
full-time in an RV with a family, weigh out your pros and 
cons. Determine if you can handle the hard stuff and 
the good stuff. Take some time to make this decision, 
make sure you include your kids in the decision making 
as well. Plan your adventure as a family. Get your kids 
involved in the process. Have a support system and 
make sure you don’t forget self-care. I share all of this 
not because we have it figured out – we are far from 
that! I share this as an encouragement to any parents 
who are having a hard time with full-time RV living and 
for anyone considering it. It’s hard; but like anything 
that is hard, it’s also completely worth it. Don’t give up 
on your dreams and remember why you started your 
journey in the first place.
You can follow our family on YouTube at YoloFam or on 
Instagram @theyolofam. 

About the Author
Kyla Salmond is a wife, a mother, a Jesus follower, and 
a life-long learner. She studied Clinical Mental Health 
Counseling and Life Coaching and enjoys spending 
her free time reading, running, and adventuring with 
her family. You can read more about her at her blog: 
bravelyandfullyalive.blogspot.com. 

https://www.instagram.com/theyolofam/
https://bravelyandfullyalive.blogspot.com/
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FOR BETTER, FOR WORSE,  
IN SICKNESS & IN HEALTH

W hen we got married, we committed to two things, 
making the most out of everything, and never 

allowing the honeymoon to end. We traveled around 
the world and typically only stayed, in what we consider 
our “mailing address” during workdays. Our days 
off were spent traveling and visiting new places. Our 
honeymoon took us to cities all around North America 
and Europe and 2020 was going to be no different. In 
February, we traveled to Greece, Austria, and Hungary. 
In June we planned to travel to five or six countries 
starting in Germany. Then in the fall, we would visit 
Costa Rica and Panama. But as the world changed for 
everyone so did all of our plans. 
We are both executive leaders in a safety equipment 
company. As COVID began to spread around the 
country our business started to change. In early March 
we transitioned a majority of our workforce to remote, 
with only production technicians, a production leader, 
and the two of us in the factory. As equipment needs 
increased, we needed more hands-on staff, and as a 
result, we also joined the remote workforce. 

For the first month or so we worked from home, Melisa 
in our office and me working outside trying to enjoy 
what little nature I could. After a few weeks we started 
to discuss purchasing a travel trailer using the money 
we saved up for our planned trips. Within two weeks 
we had found the perfect trailer and we set out to learn 
everything we could about it and began filling it with 
the essentials. 
Two weeks after bringing the trailer home we set out on 
our first adventure. We visited Williams, Az, the gateway 
to the Grand Canyon, and absolutely fell in love with 
the lifestyle. On our drive home I looked at Melisa and 
said, “we work remote, why don’t we do this full time.” 
At first, she gave me an awkward look, but soon agreed 
that it would be fun. So, we decided to give it a trial run 
and take a 3-week trip up to Oregon.
We knew we would have to figure out all the technical 
details so we could remain effective with our team. We 
secured a hotspot and cell phone signal booster, and 
shortly after starting the trip, we’d worked out all the 
kinks to find out we could still be quite effective. 

By Angel & Melisa Sanchez
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Those first three weeks were amazing as we made 
our way through California and Oregon. During 
the workweek, we stayed at campgrounds or with 
friends where there were data capabilities, and on the 
weekends, we visited National Parks. Unfortunately, the 
situation back home wasn’t improving and things were 
running so smoothly that we decided to keep going 
indefinitely. We started hiking whenever we could and 
found it was a great way to stay active while still being 
effective in our leadership roles. In fact, the company 
had its strongest year ever and employee satisfaction 
was also at an all-time high. We moved throughout the 
National Parks in the Northwest, into the Dakotas, and 
then south into Missouri.  That’s when things took a 
disturbing turn. 
While in Missouri, I started to experience severe 
stomach issues. We decided to continue with our plans 
and moved on to Kentucky, but the issues got worse. 
After a week I thought I was on the mend but feeling 
better was short-lived. As my strength seemed to 
return, I started to experience back pain and over the 
next few days, it expanded to major back spasms and 
swelling and pain in multiple joints. Within four days I 
could barely walk. 
That evening we went to the Emergency Room 
in Bowling Green where my symptoms rapidly 
progressed. I was hospitalized, unable to stand, and 
in incredible pain. They aggressively treated me with 
antibiotics and steroids to reduce the swelling from 
what appeared to be an infection. Infectious Disease 
experts were brought in and over the next few days, I 
began to feel better. They believed I was experiencing 
a rare condition called Post Infection Reactive Arthritis. 
Since we were out of our insurance network, we 
convinced them to discharge me with the agreement 
that we would stay within 100 miles of the hospital. 
Thankfully, we have some wonderful friends who have 
a farm in Tennessee and we made our way there to 
begin recovery and await lab results. 
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Upon discharge, I could walk short distances and was 
feeling better, but within a few days I relapsed to the 
point that I couldn’t even make the five feet to the 
restroom without Melisa carrying me. I couldn’t use my 
right hand and even struggled to eat. Doctors in Bowling 
Green couldn’t determine the true cause, so we moved 
to Georgia to seek help in our medical network. 
There we learned that I had been infected with a 
parasite from a tick, along with a severe food-related 
illness like salmonella. My immune system went into 
overdrive trying to fight both illnesses and then turned 
on my joints. Fortunately, the prognosis was good as 
most cases of reactive arthritis will diminish over time 
and with my severe case, the average recovery time 
would be four months to a year. It wasn’t great news, 
but it definitely wasn’t hopeless. At this point, many of 
our friends were trying to convince us to “come home,” 
but we considered this home and we would just have 
to find a way to make the necessary adjustments. 
We started moving east and two weeks later we were 
in Hot Springs, Arkansas. I had a virtual follow-up 
appointment with the specialist and by then I could 
painfully walk short distances with a cane. I asked 
the specialist if I could make things worse by pushing 
myself and he advised that I could basically do anything 
that I could tolerate.  That night, using the cane, we 
took a short hike and over the following two days, I 
kept walking through the pain until I finally discarded 
the cane. Within a few weeks, we were nearly back to 
our regular hiking routine and three months after my 
discharge I am covering five to seven miles a day. 
While it was an experience that we would never want 
to go through again, it did draw us even closer. Almost 
instantly Melisa absorbed every duty related to our 
travel; including securing our trailer, twice, as we were 
hit by the remnants of two hurricanes. For a while, I 
was completely dependent on her and she did it all 
while keeping a positive attitude, encouraging me, and 
continuing to work. We learned a lot about preparing 
for emergencies, but most importantly, we learned a 
lot about our relationship; that it is strong, beyond just 
our honeymoon. No matter the challenge before us, we 
know we have the mental strength and commitment to 
overcome; and thus how we know, our honeymoon will 
never end.
You can follow Angel & Melisa’s travel 
adventures on Instagram, YouTube and Facebook 
@4Everhoneymooning

https://www.instagram.com/4everhoneymooning/
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RV travel with your family is an amazing way to learn, 
see all the country has to offer, and make lifelong 

memories. In 2016 our family took the plunge and 
purchased our first RV.  At first, we knew nothing about 
the RV world or the National Park system. Our goal was 
to simply take some time away from the hustle of life 
and spend quality time with our children. We had no 
idea where this path was going to take us. Four years 
later, my wife Venessa, two sons, Marcus and Bryce, 
and I have traveled cross country three times, enjoyed 
numerous weekend and week-long trips, and are now 
self-proclaimed National Park Geeks. 
We travel in a 24-foot 2016 Freedom Elite 22fe. This 
certainly is not the largest RV on the market. As a matter 
of fact, as the kids grow it gets smaller and smaller. 
However, the journey is not about the RV it’s about the 
memories. Yes, it is a small RV, but we are extremely 
blessed to have it. We’ve learned to make it work and 
haven’t looked back. 
Traveling in an RV long distances over a few weeks 
can be challenging at times. Although we are traveling 
and on vacation, life continues. There is still laundry 

to be done, food to be prepared, and upkeep of the 
RV. We try not to allow these chores to distract us from 
what’s important. One quote we love is attributed to Dr. 
Seuss and helps remind us to slow down and enjoy the 
moments. “Sometimes you will never know the value of 
a moment until it becomes a memory.” 
Our journeys have taken us to many of the National 
Parks including Yellowstone, the Badlands, Big Bend, 
White Sands, and the Gateway Arch. One thing we 
now know is, nothing is as magical as that very first 
cross-country journey. When we left Massachusetts the 
first time and headed west everything was new. Every 
single day we were doing new things and seeing things 
we had never seen before. Every day new memories 
were made. This magical first trip took us on a three-
week journey west to Grand Canyon National Park.
Traveling with kids we had two goals in mind. The first 
was to give them something new to see and do every 
day. The other was to try and get them to learn new 
things while enjoying themselves. We felt at the time 
this may be a once in a lifetime opportunity, and we had 
to take full advantage of it. On our way west we went 

CAPE RV TRAVELERS: 

ENJOYING 
EVERY 
MOMENT
By Shane Clark
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diamond digging in Arkansas. We had an amazing dinner 
with many laughs at the Big Texan Steak House. We 
stood in four states at the same time at the Four Corners 
Monument. On the way home, we found ourselves in 
a Walmart parking lot in North Platte, Nebraska. The 
perfect spot to witness the total solar eclipse. 
When we first got to Grand Canyon’s visitor center the 
park ranger introduced us to a program that changed 
the way we traveled. We asked for help planning our 
time and the ranger asked if we ever heard of the 
Junior Ranger Program. This was the game-changer for 
us. The addition of the Junior Ranger program to our 
travels added so many new destinations. We have now 
visited 28 National Park sites all across the country.
Traveling in our RV allowed us to become closer 
as a family and has created memories of a lifetime. 
The challenging times taught us lessons on how to 
communicate, how to handle the stresses of raising 
children, and how to overcome those challenges. 
Because in the middle of the desert in an RV, you can’t 
just send them to their room or have some quiet time 
while they go off at a friend’s house. 

There is one last quote we love and it is attributed to 
the great poet Robert Frost. During an interview, he 
was asked what the most important thing he’s learned 
about life during all his travels. Frost answered, “In three 
words I can sum up everything I’ve learned about life. It 
goes on”. This is the reason we travel with our kids. We 
know life continues to go on, and someday they will be 
off living their own lives. Don’t let life just go on. Take 
advantage of the time you have with your family and 
enjoy those moments that become memories.  

About the Author:
Shane is a full-time 
firefighter and paramedic. 
He has been married to 
his high school sweetheart 
Venessa for 24 years. They 
have four children and 
bought the RV after the 
older two had moved out. 
They travel with their two 
youngest from their home in 
Cape Cod, Massachusetts. 
You can follow their 
adventures on Facebook 
at @CapeRvTravelers or check out their website 
capervtravelers.com.

https://www.facebook.com/CapeRvTravelers/
http://capervtravelers.com/
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What are the major differences in a budget install vs 
more expensive?
Some of the benefits of a more expensive install are 
simply due to having more components which give you 
more capability. The capability differences are in things 
like a faster charge rate with a better charger, more 
solar panels on top, a larger inverter to run larger loads, 
or simply more battery power to run loads for longer 
periods.
Another aspect is the quality of components. You can 
go with less expensive components in your install and 
there are additional features some components have, 
like Bluetooth capability and data tracking which not 
every brand includes. One of the biggest differences 
in a budget vs larger install usually comes down to the 
controllers. You can find quality controllers for less. In 
an install under 2000 watts, you can add two 50-amp 

solar controllers for less money than a single 100-amp 
controller. But on a larger system, there are definitely 
benefits to using the larger controllers. 
Can solar run three air conditioners, if so, how much 
would you need?
It is best to think of solar as having only one job, and that 
job is to charge the batteries. The ability to run a single 
AC or multiple AC’s comes down to the power storage 
(batteries) and the inverter capability. Solar comes into 
play by trying to replace as much of the energy being 
taken out of the batteries by the inverter as it can. In 
order to run three AC’s you would need dual inverters 
to handle the starting load and additional batteries to 
power the ACs. While yes, it is possible to run 3 ACs. It 
would take a lot of solar panels, inverters, and batteries 
to keep up with the energy requirements. 

When it comes to solar, it can sometimes be hard to get either a straight answer 
or an answer you can understand. That’s why we’ve teamed up with the 

professionals at Future Solutions to answer all your solar questions and help you 
understand more about your advanced solar energy needs. 

SOLAR Q&A
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We have really old solar panels on our roof but no idea 
how to use them or work them, how can we get our 
solar system working?
The only thing you need to get the panels to start working 
is a solar controller and some sort of battery to hook 
them up to. The controller will be based on the size of 
the solar array and typically there should be a sticker on 
the bottom of the panel that tells you what size of panel 
you have. If there isn’t, you can ballpark it by measuring 
the dimensions of the panel and looking up solar panels 
online to find ones with similar dimensions. That will give 
you a rough idea of what type of controller to use. The 
controller will be based on the size of the solar array you 
are putting together as a whole as well as the output 
voltage of the panels. Higher voltage (above 24 volt) on 
the panel will work best with an MPPT controller. A lower 
voltage panel will work best with a PWM controller. 

What type of battery would charge fastest with a sun 
power 120-watt panel? I only need 75-100ah to power 
LED, small water pump, and small electronics.
The battery that will charge the fastest regardless of the 
panel size is a lithium battery. A panel is only going to 
put out so much and with only a 120-watt panel and your 
PWM controller, you will get about 8 to 9 amps of charge 
coming off of it. If you want to charge 100ah in a day, you 
would need somewhere in the range of 265 to 300-watt 
panel to fit the needs you’ve outlined.
Have a solar question you’d like our experts to answer? 
Email us at collab@rootlessliving.com

Photos courtesy of @crazyfamilyadventure

mailto:collab@rootlessliving.com
https://www.crazyfamilyadventure.com/rv-living/
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M ost boondocking spots are best known for 
the views or solitude, but one of our most 

memorable dispersed sites is the riverfront near 
Blankenship Bridge in West Glacier, Montana. 
When we set out to camp along the river this past 
August, little did we know that we would create 
lifelong friendships – which is truly what makes 
this location so incredible. Only 15 minutes outside 
of Glacier National Park, you can literally camp 
right along on the gravel bar where the North Fork 
and Middle Fork of the Flathead River converge. 
The short dirt road into the boondocking area is 
bumpy, but doable if you go slow. High clearance 
is recommended. While a majority of the campers 
there are in vans or tents, a small-to-medium RV 
or small travel trailer can make it with a bit of 
patience. If this is your mode of transportation, it’s 
advised to arrive during the day when a majority of 
the vans head out to explore the national park. It 
can get fairly crowded in the evenings. There are 
designated dirt spots tucked along the far side of 
the river, or you can easily pick any spot on the 
gravel bar wherever you please. Don’t forget to 
bring your kayak, paddleboard or raft – the water 
is so refreshing on those warm summer days. 

Blankenship Bridge in West Glacier, Montana
Coordinates: N 48.46335, W 114.07280

BOONDOCKING
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There are also local rafting companies that provide guided 
trips or raft rentals as well.
There’s something infinitely special about meeting other 
folks on the road. We have so much in common — like 
forgoing a traditional way of living to travel in a van — but 
we’re also so different, from our backgrounds and home 
states, to our culture and life choices.
Blankenship Bridge is the ideal place to spend days in the 
sunshine skipping rocks and nights sharing our history, 
goals, and dreams under the stars and around the campfire. 
It’s a location where you’re destined to form friendships 
and realize a sense of community. Our time on the river 
bonded us in ways that restored our hope in today’s world... 
and in ways that fed our soul. It also doesn’t hurt that the 
dispersed sites have both AT&T and Verizon signals!
As with every boondocking spot, 
please remember to leave no 
trace.

Alexis Nascimento
@NeverSaySomeday 

https://www.instagram.com/neversaysomeday/
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RV UPGRADES 
ENTRY DOOR 
MUST HAVES

BEFORE

RV owners are always looking for ways to upgrade their RV's 
and make things work better or last longer. Here are four 
simple upgrades you can do yourself to make life easier.  
 
1) SCREEN DEFENDER 
A must for any RV owners with pets. A sturdy metal screen 
that still allows air flow while stopping anything from 
damaging the screen from the inside of the RV.

2) SCREEN SHOT 
Tired of the screen door not always closing behind you? This 
simple gadget does exactly that but still allows you to keep it 
fully open when needed.  
 
3) THIN SHADE 
Goodbye 70's bathroom glass and hanging a towel to keep 
the sun from heating up your RV on a hot day. Tinted glass 
with a thin shade installed in the window makes for a great 
way to keep your RV cool and private, while allowing you to 
see out if needed. 
 
4) RV LOCK 
Welcome to the world of wirless entry. Probably one of the 
quickest upgrades to make RV life easier. When headed to 
the pool or a quick errand you can safely and easily lock the 
RV and leave your keys behind.  

SCREEN DEFENDER1

https://amzn.to/2L3rANV
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AFTER

BEFORE

SCREEN SHOT2

THIN SHADE3

RV LOCK4

CATS ARE NOT HAPPY 
But are they ever?

https://amzn.to/3prqJWj
https://amzn.to/3ryTxxW
https://amzn.to/3rACdJc
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GEAR GUIDE

Lounge outside like never 
before with this unique, one-of-
a-kind cushion. The high quality 
and durable Foot Rest Cushion 
will give you the most relaxing 
experience in your zero gravity 
chair.

Shop All Of Our Rootless Living Gear Guides at Amazon.com/Shop/RootlessLiving

THE ORIGINAL FOOT 
REST CUSHION FOR 
ZERO GRAVITY CHAIRS

GARMIN RV 785 ADVANCED 
GPS NAVIGATOR FOR RVS WITH 
BUILT-IN DASH CAM

Custom routing takes into account the size 
and weight of your RV then finds the best 
route for your vehicle. Provides road warnings 
to keep you aware of steep grades, sharp 
curves, weight limits and more

 
SUPCAMP PORTABLE SURVIVAL 
AXE MULTI-TOOL HATCHET

This portable survival axe include 
camping multitools such as 

axe, hammer, bottle opener, 
fish scaler tool, fire starter, 

emergency whistle, glass 
breaker, safety hammer, 

compass, and hand 
rope.

LIGHTWEIGHT EXTRA 
LONG HANDY TRASH 

CLAW GRABBER

Leave no trace with this claw grabber. A 
textured, rubberized end easily grabs objects 
so they don't fall off. It's foldable design and 
ability to shorten it's length easily accomidates 
all ages. 

Don't let the "mini" in its name fool you. Sure, 
the RadMini can quickly fold when you need 
some extra room, but this ebike packs quite 
a punch when you're ready for 
action and adventure. Power, 
convenience, and versatility 
make this rugged space-
saver a truly unique addition 
to any arsenal.

RAD POWER BIKE RADMINI 4

*Folds for easy storage.

https://amzn.to/3hkHtvw
https://amzn.to/34Ow6XQ
https://amzn.to/3aKWNjS
https://www.radpowerbikes.com/products/radmini-electric-folding-fat-bike
https://amzn.to/34PLa7v
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*Folds for easy storage.

No more shuffling from smoke as the 
Bonfire burns with almost no smoke.
Spend less time dodging smoke and 
more time enjoying the fire. It's more 
efficient and complete burn means 
the little particles that would have 
been smoke are burned up by the 
top vents; no more half burned logs 
to deal with.

SOLO STOVE: STAINLESS STEEL WOOD 
BURNING SMOKELESS BONFIRE

Designed for smaller jobs, this powerful 20-Volt, 
100-Watt motor generates 360 PSI of maximum 
water pressure and a maximum flow rate of 3.0L/
min. The pressure is concentrated in a smaller area 
than a regular 110-volt pressure washer making it 
ideal for cleaning camper vans, internal fenders on 
trucks and dirt on glass windows.

SUNGLIFE CORDLESS CAR 
HIGH PRESSURE WASHER

BLOCKAHOLIC - RV LEVELING 
BLOCKS WITH BUILT-IN RAMPS

These RV Leveling Pads handle the heaviest of travel 
trailers, campers and motorhomes. Thick molded high 
density plastic block design allows water and dirt 
through the leveling block. Built-in Ramps keep the 
leveling block in place while driving up on it and wont 
"kick" it out. 

Eliminates odors in the RV holding 
tank. Absolutely no chemical 
or sewer smell. Biodegradable, 
environmentally friendly, septic 
tank friendly. Effective in extreme 
hot & cold temperatures

HAPPY CAMPERS 
ORGANIC RV HOLDING 
TANK TREATMENT

Top-of-the-line Ultra water filter system filters 
your water three separate times. 5-micron 
filter removes or reduces rust and sediment. 
The 0.5-micron coconut shell carbon block 
filter improves taste, and removes or reduces 
chlorine, volatile organic compounds, and 
other contaminants. A third stage VirusGuard 
filter removes or reduces bacteria like e. coli, 
cysts like Giardia, and – unique to Clearsource 
- viruses.

CLEARSOURCE ULTRA RV 
WATER FILTER SYSTEM

https://amzn.to/3rAb1Kj
https://amzn.to/354GXNB
https://amzn.to/34NpHfs
https://amzn.to/3nUQbTV
https://amzn.to/3hkEPpL
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Podcasts are listed as a courtesy to our readers and compiled from recommendations in various Facebook groups. 
If you have a podcast you think we should include, email us at info@rootlessliving.com

PODCASTS FOR THE DRIVE

PO
D
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The Rachel Hollis Podcast

The ultimate podcast 
for anyone looking for 
more joy and purpose 
in their lives.

What A Day

Cut through all the 
chaos and clickbait to 
help you understand 
what matters and how 
you can fix it—all in 
just 15 minutes

Park Predators

Sometimes the most 
beautiful places hide 
the darkest secrets.

Unlocking Us with Brené Brown

A real, unpolished, and 
honest, podcast that 
reflects both the magic 
and the messiness of 
what it means to be 
human. 

America's National Parks Podcast

Let's Go Together

Featuring diverse 
voices sharing 
their unique travel 
experiences and 
inspiring others to 
explore the world.

You Made It Weird with Pete Holmes

Everybody has secret 
weirdness, Pete Holmes 
gets comedians to share 
theirs.

Chameleon: Hollywood Con Queen

For the past 6 years, 
someone — or some 
group — has been 
terrorizing a certain 
class of Hollywood 
workers.

This weekly story-
based show takes you 
behind the events, 
people, and nature 
that have shaped our 
National Parks.
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