
TikTok in the news... 
 
While the world has been coping with the stress of 
COVID19, having to quarantine, practice social 
distancing and cancel all travel and activities most have 
turned to the popular app TikTok. I’m not talking about 
just the average family, but also movie stars, star 
athletes and comedians are on TikTok. Just today I had 
one of my graphic design apps show an update with 
TikTok templates.  It’s everywhere and everyone is 
using it. 
 
Last fall news reports started to surface stating 
concerns for the app, that it was connected to the 
Chinese government and they were collecting user 

data.  As an Investigator of Internet Crimes Against Children I have many friends ask me 
questions of whether or not the app was really safe.  At the time I looked into the reports and 
found that it was possibly a distraction used by the media to turn attention away from 
International Trade issues that was happening at the same time.  
 
At that time I told my friends that I felt the app was safe for adult use. With all social media I 
educate on the dangers of children under the age of 13 having access. I found statements from 
TikTok reassuring that user data from those in the US was actually stored on a server in the US 
and that the server in China stored user data from users outside of the US. 
 
With that, we all continued to use and enjoy the app. Watching for the next viral dance moves, 
video memes, or just enjoying dance parties among friends. It’s been a highlight for so many 
during these crazy times. A way for people to connect with each other, especially parents with 
their kids.  
 
Then the question came up again this summer, is TikTok a safe app? 
 
Once again I took the time to do a little digging. This time I found video coverage inside of 
congressional hearings of the attempt to ban TikTok from all government phones. Senator 
Hawley presented evidence that found where TikTok was indeed collecting user data beyond 
the scope of the app agreement that users were granting permission to.  They found that they 
were collecting data such as GPS locations, data on photos, data from other apps on the phone, 
data from the clipboard and from text messages. 
 
I also found coverage about the military continuing to conduct investigations and research on 
this specific app.  After they too were informed of the two separate servers they remained 
suspicious and were able to reverse engineer the app installment on the phone and uncover the 
data that they were retrieving from each user.  



 
So what does this mean for you, the average user? 
 
Understand that the app may present a danger, not just to you and your family but to the 
security of our country as a whole.  The choice is ultimately up to you, just know that we here at 
Safe Surfin’ have you and your family’s safety in mind when it comes to internet use and want to 
provide you with the education in order to empower you to make safe choices. 
 


