
Residential fires during the holiday 

season are more frequent, more 

costly, and more deadly than at 

any other time of the year. The 

U.S. Fire Administration (USFA) 

reports more than double the 

number of open-flame fires on 

Christmas Day than on an average 

day, and about twice as many on 

New Year’s Day. And when those 

fires occur, they do more damage: 

Property loss during a holiday fire 

is 34% greater than in an average 

fire, and the number of fatalities 

per thousand fires is nearly 70% 

higher. When the source of the 

fire is a highly flammable Christ-

mas tree, the toll in property and 

lives is even greater. 

It takes less than 30 seconds for a 

dry tree to engulf a room in 

flames, according to the Building 

and Fire Research Laboratory of 

the National Institute for Stand-

ards and Technology. 

• Electrical distribution or light-

ing equipment was involved in 

two out of every five (40) 

home Christmas tree fires. 

• More than one-third (37%) of 

home Christmas fires started 

in the living room, family room, 

or den. All of the fatalities and 

roughly three-quarters (72%) 

of the injuries resulted from 

fires started in this area. 

Now is the time for a lot of 

holiday cookies, pies, candy, and 

big holiday meals. It is important 

to remember that cooking fires 

are the number one cause of 

home fires and home injuries. 

The leading cause of fires in the 

kitchen is unattended cooking.  

• Cooking equipment is the lead-

ing cause of home fires and fire 

injuries, causing 47% of home 

fires that resulted in 20% of the 

home fire deaths and 45% of the 

injuries. 

• Two-thirds (66%) of home 

cooking fires start with the 

ignition of food or other cooking 

materials. 

• Clothing is the item first ignited 

in less than 1% of these fires, but 

clothing ignitions lead to 18% of 

the home cooking equipment fire 

deaths. 

• Ranges or cooktops account for 

the majority (62%) of home 

cooking fire incidents. 

• Unattended equipment is a factor 

in one-third (33%) of reported 

home cooking fires and half 

(43%) of the associated deaths. 

 

• Frying dominates the cooking 

fire problem. 

• Thanksgiving is the peak day for 

home cooking fires, followed 

by Christmas Day and Christ-

mas Eve. 

Christmas Tree Safety 

Holiday Cooking Safety 
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The threat of winter fires 

is real. Use these statistics 

to help your community 

understand how severe 

these fires can be. 

• 890 people die in winter 

home fires each year. 

• $2 billion in property 

loss occurs each year 

from winter home fires. 

• Winter home fires 

account for only 8 per-

cent of the total number 

of fires in the U.S., but 

result in 30 percent of 

all fire deaths. 

• Cooking is the leading 

cause of all winter home 

fires. 

• A heat source too close 

to combustibles is the 

leading factor contrib-

uting to the start of a 

winter home fire (15 

percent). 

• 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. is the 

most common time for 

winter home fires. 

https://www.usfa.fema.gov/

prevention/outreach/

https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/By-topic/Top-causes-of-fire/Cooking 
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• Be sure to prepare your car for winter. 

Cold weather can be tough on batteries.  

• Make sure your car is equipped with tires 

that are able to handle tough winter 

weather. For most motorists, all-season 

tires are adequate.    

• Make sure windshield wipers and defrost-

ers are in good working order and that 

washer reservoirs are filled with no freeze 

windshield washer fluid.  

• Know the current road conditions in your 

area. 

Prepare Your Car for Winter Driving  

2019 Free CPR Classes 

For more information or to 

register call 425-430-7000 

Fire District 40 offers free “Friends and Family” CPR classes for those who want to be able to 
help others, but don’t need to be CPR certified for their job or volunteering. Classes are held at 
Station 13 (18002 108th Ave SE in Renton) from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM. The 2019 class schedule 
will be posted as soon as it’s available, or you may call 425-430-7000 for more information. 

Instruction includes CPR for adults, children, and infants. No first aid will be taught at this time, 
but an introduction to Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) awareness is included. Class mini-
mum is ten students with a maximum of 25. Children under the age of 12 should not attend. 

Participation cards are issued at the end of this non-certification class.  

• In temperatures at or just above 32 de-

grees, a thin layer of water can cover the 

ice, causing extremely slippery conditions. 

Beware of “black ice”–ice that remains on 

the roadway that is not in direct sunlight. 

Use extra caution when driving on bridges; 

they freeze first because they are surround-

ed by cold air.  

• Keep emergency gear in your car for every-

day trips: cell phone, flashlight, jumper 

cables, ice scraper, blankets and warning 

devices (e.g., flares, reflectors).  

• Don’t let frigid temperature tempt you into 

starting your car in a closed garage. Carbon 

monoxide from exhaust fumes is almost 

impossible to detect and can be fatal when 

breathed in a confined area.  

Check out the smart-phone app that saves lives by 

connecting people with CPR training to cardiac arrest 

victims. Available for Apple and Android devices. 

For more information: http://takewinterbystorm.org/ 


